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PRINCIPAL'S NOTE

The Centre for Sukapha Study and Research was set up in 2010
in Sonari College at the initiative of the Department of History. The es-
tablishment of the Centre was aided by the Departments of Political Sci-
ence and Economics. The Study Centre was financiaily sanctioned by the
UGC vide letter no. FA-293/2010(NFE-11). This Centre was primarily es-
tablished with a view to studying the ideas, thoughts and perspectives of
the founder king of the Ahom dynasty and the great monarch Sukapha.
The vision of the Centre is to disseminate the works of the great King
Sukapha and carry out his message for maintaining peace and harmony
amongst the different sections of people of Assam which is the need of
hour through scholarly endeavors. The centre hopes to be able to en-
force the importance of Sukapha as a nation-builder who laid the foun-
dation of a strong empire which not ruled over the Brahmaputra Valley
for six hundred years but also served to protect the indigenous tribes
against foreign attacks thereby preserving the cultural heritage of the
same and establishing a state of great importance.

This is the first attempt of the Centre to issue a published work
about the research carried out by it so far. The Centre has attempted to
carry out a survey of the historical monuments of the Charaideo Sub-
division. The importance of Charaideo lies in the fact that it was the first
capital of the Ahoms established by Sukapha. So due to this reason this
area is of special historical importance and relevance to the Centre for
Sukapha Studies and Research. 1 hope that the Centre will continue Jits
efforts to further research gbout the Ahom kingdom in general and
Sukapha in particufar. | congrotulate the Co-ordinator and the faculty of
the Department of History for carrying out this painstaking work. | also
extend my grotitude to all involved in this project. My best wishes are
with the Study Centre for further studies and research related works.

Dr. Rajen Tamuli '
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Assam as well as the other states of the North
East India has always occupied a unique position in
indian politics. It still remains one of the most sensi-
tive and disturbed zones in the entire sub-continent.
The problems of insurgency, armed clashes amongst
revolutionary and seize-fire groups etc. are causes of
constant tension in the region. Ethnic conflicts and
violence result in trouble within the state in particular
and the nation in general. As a matter of fact lakhs of
people become homeless and are forced to live in re-
habilitation camps in areas where ethnic clashes are
most pronounced. Emergence and growth of ethnic
consciousness based on ethnic identity has manifested
itself through ethnic political assertion and ethnic
movements. The ongoing issues of political rights, lan-
guages, cultural identities, tribal and non-tribal back-
ward groups demanding autonomous state etc are
causing the brotherhood and friendly relations among
the various tribes and ethnic groups of Assam to de-
teriorate drastically. In such a situation we are being
forced to consider the fate and future of this great
state. In searching for remedies to this problem it
would be wise to look back at the lessons which his-
tory has to offer. We must remember all that the ef-
forts and contributions of all the leaders who have led
this state to its position of greatness. In doing so we
can take great pride in and also learn a lot from one of
the greatest leaders of Assam, Chao Lung Sukapha. In
this very land where ethnic strife has become a com-
mon occurrence, the mighty Sukapha once built a na-
tion by assimilating all the tribes of the Brahmaputra
Valley for the very first time . In 1228 A.D. when he
8 arrived in the Brahmaputra Valley he initiated a num-
ber of new measures which helped in the process of
state formation in Assam. Though he had his own reli-
gion and rites he organized the people of different sects
and culture under one umbrella and laid the founda-
tion of the Ahom kingdom in Assam. It is found that
Sukapha left his homeland in about 1215 A.D. to seek
his fortune elsewhere. He was accompanied by a few

nobles and a few hundred followers on the way from Hukong Val-
ley to the valley of Brahmaputra. He subjugated many wild tribes
who were yet to cross the primitive stage of civilization. He un-
doubtedly followed a suppression policy, but in the same way a
policy of peace and conciliation also maintained by him. it is evi-
dent that Sukapha only brought a few women with him. There-
fore establishing matrimonial relations with the local tribes or bod-
ies became necessary for him or his followers. The matrimonial
policy became one of the milestone of the Ahom kingdom. In this
line it was comparable with the Hapsburg Dynasty of Austrla and
ancient Magadhan dynasty.

The conguest made by Sukapha and the Tai Ahoms was
not an invasion but a gradual peaceful penetration without caus-
ing displacement of {ocal inhabitants. He opened up new areas of
settlement, formulated new land policies which organised habita-
tion and agriculture. Homestead land was called 'bari mati' and
paddy fields were called 'rupit mati'. And all these lands were
opened up with the help of the local people. Further he treated
them in a friendly manner and often invited them to dine together,
more like a fellow tribesman rather than an overlord. The local
tribal peoples were very happy with his behavior and extended
every help to the Ahom prince as and when needed. As the agri-
cultural methods carried out by the Ahoms were superior in na-
ture than that of the local inhabitants. So they adopted the cul-
ture without much protest. Vis- a-vis, Sukapha also used the man-
power of the subjugated population for the purpose and opened
up three big 'khats' or farms initially adjutant to Charaideo namely
'Gosikola', 'Borakhowa', and 'Angera’. Later on innumerable rice
fields sprung throughout the valley. In this process the subsistence
economy was turned into a surplus one.

He used the local manpower in agrlcuiture as well as mili-
tary purposes. As his expansion policy was also in existence he
needed a huge number of man folk. With the help of these men
he defeated the wild primitive tribes such as the Nagas. There-
fore, the agricultural production as well as defense preparation
was necessary to sustain the new state. Consequently in his reign
each individual had to perform dual duties. In the time of war
they had to perform as a soldier and in the time of peace they had
to perform as farmers.
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Sukapha arrived in the Brahmaputra valley in 1228 AD. He
settled in Tipam on the south bank of Buridihing river and stayed
there for three years. But this place was not good enough for a
permanent habitation. Frequent floods and other problems caused
him to leave the place in search of a better one. Finally after twenty
five years he settled permanently at Charaideo and established
his first capital here in 1253 AD. In the latter part of the Ahom
rule, though there were several other capitals such as Saraguwa,
Gargaon, Rongpur & Jorhat, Charaideo always gets its importance
as a holy and sacred place of the Ahoms. Its main importance lies
in the fact that it is the site for the burial places of the royal family
of the Ahoms. The burial graves known as Maidams are scattered
all over Charaideo and the neighboring areas. Charaideo was also
important due to other reasons. Because of the alluvial soil and
strategic location, within a very sort time Charaideo became an
economically rich area, due to which several new towns came into
being such as Gajpur, Abhecipur, Mathurapur, Towkok in the vicin-
ity.

There are many historical monuments in the adjoining ar-
eas of Charaideo. Most of them are recorded in history. But some
of these have lost their glory due to non-preservation by the
present generation. So, the advisory committee of Sukapha Study
& Research Centre Sonari College had put forward certain sugges-
tion regarding unearthing of monuments and facts of historical
importance and advised the Centre to carry out works and research
relating to the same. In our survey we tried our best to unearth
and study all the monuments. However due to various technical
difficulties and time constraints, a comprehensive study was not
possible. We hope to be able to carry out further study in this
area and publish other works from the Centre. We also hope that
the readers and others interested in this topic will contribute sug-
gestion and facts related which may enrich the subject further.

Senari
Date ; 15-02-2012 S.K.Suri
Co-ordinator/ Editor

Centre for Sukapha Studies and Research
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SUKAPHA: FOUNDER AND STATESMAN

Lindy Goodwin
Assistant Professor
Department of History, Sonari College

Assam is a land steeped in mythology and history. It is a
land known throughout the country and worldwide for many fea-
tures which are unique to it alone. Amongst these are the various
tribes residing in the state, its cuisine, its music and culture, its
beautiful silk, fragrant tea, the one horned rhino, ancient and
medieval architectural relics a st but not the least the strong
yet simple Neo-Vais nd its institutions which binds

\ssam into a single unified

body known as th
developed and prog
that most of its oth
status of separate i
has a rich history but
of a long process of in
different cultural belief:

Jayantias who had th
uted to the genesis of Assa
people and a composite culture.
aspect of the history of Assam it has
pire which has dominated the scene nat
after the rule of the Varmana and Pala Empir age
the Ahoms were the only dynasty which could form an empire
while:all the other dynasties were limited'w-ithin:kihgdéms. Ruling
foraround si hundred years the Ahoms or the Tai-shans were not
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only the longest ruling but also the strongest dynasty in Assam.
An empire boasting of many great kings, the Ahoms were rulers
whose policies initiated and helped in the process of state forma-
tion in Assam. The assimilation which was brought about amongst
the local tribal population led to formation of not only the culture
of Assam but also the formation of greater Assamese society. How-
ever the major credit of the formation of the Ahom state and
Assamese society goes to the founder king of the Ahom dynasty
Chau-Lung Sukapha. It was Sukapha who had envisaged the for-
mation of an Ahom empire in the Brahmaputra Valley and him
who laid the foundation not only of an empire but also of a great
state of the future. This.paper. is: ot to study and illumi-
nate the contributions of thi s not only founder
of the great Ahom kingdo g’ tesman, shrewd
politician, warrior, social ivator and above
all one of the most comp' \ssamese people.

Ngeo who belonged
s mother Nang Mong
g Mao royal lineage. It
1189 AD. Sukapha had
.oy his granparents.
r of Mong Mao.
ad been nomi-
ver after nine-
'named Sukhanpha
jee to the throne of
great disappointment
country to found a new
en the capital of Mong Mao in

th
official o elephants. He carried with him the
idol of tutelary deity called Chum Pha Rung Seng Mong also known

as Ssom-Deo with two families of priests to perform religious .

functions.{Padmeshwar Gogoi, 1968)

According to Ahom traditional belief, Sukaphawa safe. .8

& 9000 people including a number of -

scendant of the god Khunlung, who had come down from the heav-
ens and had ruled Mong-Ri-Mong-Ram. During the réign of
Suhungmung, which saw the composition of the first Assamese
chronicles and an increased of Hindu influence, Suka:pha:‘é or-i'giﬁ
was traced to the union of god Indra (identified with Khunlungj
and Syama (a low-caste woman}, and he was d.e.c’laré& i:he;:hro'- .
genitor of the Indravamsa kshatriyas, a lineage c_re.atéd-.fof thé‘ '.
Ahoms by the Hindu Brahmins. .
Sukapha left Mong Mao in 215 AD. He was accompanied
by three queens, two sons and a daughter, five other dependent
Mong chiefs, priests and soldiers; a total of 9000 followers in all.
Sukaphaa also had.with him 300. o
bridles and two ¢
weapons along
a different route. Suka
Yunnan to Assam
the upper Irrawad
places and crossed
in 1227 AD. Here h

holder known route from
Myitkyina, Mogaung and

years and the ye
the Ahom kingd
The route which
to communicate wit
period and after. In
after the name of G
( See map, page No. 71
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Sukapha had been accepted by

and king. He had come to the Brahméputra_ Y
cifi; objective of carving out a kingdom for himself. Not onl
he establish a kingdom but also laid the foundation of the statéidf ..
Assamsg,;kapha ?f?ing_g shrewd politician and able dlpiomat used




many methods which helped him to achieve his aim of subjugat-

ing the local people and establish himself as their ruler. However

Sukapha's policy towards the indigenous people of the

Brahmaputra Valley was largely concilatory. It is seen that Sukapha

did not have to battle any established kingdom to assert his right
over the area he occupied. He very shrewdly avoided regions which

were densely populated. He occupied a depopulated region on

the south bank with the Burhidihing river in the north, the Dikhau

- river in the south and the Patkai. mountains in the east. For years
the community went on moving From place to place as a self-gov-

~ erned body of armed peasants in search of 3 suitable site. In course
e olonies at strategic

. .gﬁeri'mental stays at sev
1253 in the fertile Dikh
tri_c‘t. Sukapha chose thi_s t

itage of the locality. The
i w hillock, Charaideo,
tat Chargua and later

ymbolic center of
heir religious rites

The importance of Sukapha.in the history of Assam is not
limited to the founding of the Anom Empire alone. The emperor
Baburtoc@founded one of the mic - verful empires of the world,
however he could not contribute ..\

" qualified by.a hereditary &'

ayto_theth.ecreatlcihPf---'--'. \-the'-Ghaopha Hns two” enief counsellors, Burhagohaln

the Mughal state or a composite culture. If it had not been for his
capable descendants the Mughal state would not have become a
reality. Sukapha on the other hand came to Assam, established
and organised his people into a kingdom and laid the foundation
of such sacial and economic systems which later came to form not
only the Ahom state but also a composite Assamese somety ’
Sukapha accomplished many feats during his reign of forty
years. One of his most important achievements was gaining ac-
ceptance for himself and his followers from the mdlgenous people -
Sukapha was a statesman.in-the frue sense of the term. Moreover
he was a benevolent ruler. He came to Assam with utmost respect
in his heart for the CAll he asked was sifm”pi'e acte'p-- .
tance of his rule o
He followed a.con
cases. In random ¢
like in case of the
agreements and use
proposals to all the
Brahmaputra Valley. "4
the people to continu
practices at the price
that simple acceptance
Ahoms a firm foothelt
tribes in order tot
of themselves
the Ahoms and th
Ahom way of i
through the pr
Barahi people, for ir
of other groups like some Nags
members. This process of Ahomi:
till the 16th century, when under Suhur
large territorial expansions at the cos
Kachari kingdoms. (Jahnabi Gogoi, 2002)The fo
that Sukapha introduced i ‘the'new State was m : as
/by, The royal fam:_v-w S':caiied .

-compe!led to apply force '
%jways in favour of peacefu!




' -'--_'-_e__ach other in check and.

(Chao'Frongmung) and Bargohain {Chao-Thaomung), were then
chosen by him from two customarily important clans. Along with
these three main families there were three lineages of priests,
. namely, Ballung, Deodhai and Maohan. All these lineages together
~ with four more Dihingiya, Sandiqui, Lahan and Duara constituted
the Ahom nObIIItV since Sukapha's times. Office was linked to lin-
' eage Members of the relevant lineages alone could be admitted
 tothe myal or other important offices reserved for them, subject
'“.to the approval of the chief counsellors. Normal succession fol-
lowed the father-to-son prmmple»v_but the choice could fall on any
':"l.ﬂther quahfied lineage member as well.-Thus, partly hereditary
. :and partly elected the kmg and gounsellors together

~ militaty democracy, in w
- frefe’"ébmmoners' Iinea‘ge

rwarded by Guha
managed adminis-
ble for the way in
oth the king and his
elders of the commoners a
sial meetings and a chance to air
. content. Sukapha's able leadership
: __'t‘h.r_ough this modern yet traditional form of

v

An important factor in the process g\f.Ah:q‘r:_‘i'gi;:ati_qn.was. the....

introduction of wet-rice cultivation in Brahmaputra Valley. The
Ahoms brought with them the technology of wet rice cultivation
that they shared with other groups. The people that took to the
Ahom way of life and polity were incorporated into their fold in a
process of Ahomization. {Amalendu Guha, 1983). With the help of
local recruits,Sukapha established large farms for Sali rice cultiva-
tion called Barakhowakhat, Engerakhat and Gachikalakhat (Jahnabi
Gogoi, 2002). The Ahoms appear to have carried on their rice cul-
tivation from the very outset apparently on an individual house-
hold basis, with a larger. mea: re of mutual cooperation. Prob-
ably, there were also some community plots worked collectively
by all, as one foun ury Khamti villages. In any case,
the over-all land ssted in the clans. Since the
king represented fis, in due course this con-
trol passed into hi y says that the fé__l-.lnding
fathers of the Tai | illages in a valley near a
hill" and divided th -subjects and returned to
the capital. Histor Eégji ' 5 1 '

collectively reclalms_ .
ily-sized plotsand dist
holds. This distributio
males in each such ho
after their deaths or:s
when reclaimed b

erty, subject to a
These legends an

clers beheved were sent d.
lying fallow" could be brbug‘h
people, locked in constant warfares i
be brought under a stable rule. The Ahom
were divinely ordained, f:rstly, to extend th: Sir
culture to areas dominated by large-scale fallo
cultivation. and secondly, to absorb stateless shlftmg cuitwators
into.a. common pohty With themselves. These two aspects of the
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Ahom thrust in Upper Assam determined, by and large, the course
of the medieval state-formation process there. (Amalendu Guha,
1983). The introduction of the Sali Kheti agricultural _sy.stem was
possibly the greatest role the Ahoms played in the social forma«
tion of the state which gave a distant character to the the society
that still sb__ecié!izes it from any other society of the north-eastern
region of the country. Creation of a uniform economy for a greater
part of the sciety is always a precondition to the formation oa a
lasting nationality in any part of the \gvortd. (D. Nath, 2005)

| re as its main finan-
&ll organised. The
have to be kept
e collection which
mined. Sukapha
e cultivation which
ed the production
ght with him fight-
e. However as his king-

A kingdom which is bg&g

Sukapha devised such
.organised the male

at cultivators for
‘consistent sys-
tem was the Paik
nd organised form
ter Momai Tamuli
e basé was laid by

f the tribal communities, who
e. (5.L.Baruah, 2003) The Ahom king-
aik system, a type of corvee labor that is
siatic. The Ahoms introduced wet rice cultiva-

neithe

tion in upper Assam that was largely a marshy and thinlv,.:r. popu-
lated land. With a superior technology of rice c_qtti_y_at'ieaﬁ', “::I'S"V\:!eﬂ ¢
as reclamation of land using dykes, embapﬁnﬁ?nﬁ&a;nd.-trn_ga?t?n s

e under his control, a .

ystem of exacting per- -

systems, the Ahoms established the initial state structures.
(Amalendu Guha, 1983)The paik system also caused the adminis-
trative structure of the kingdom to become more organised as
more posts of officers to supervise the groups of paiks or bonds-
men were created.

vi

Sukapha laid the foundation of the state of Assam, he also
made sure that the history of his great kingdom remained alive
forever through the medium of the Ahom chronicles called
Buranjis. Sukapha had brought with him a few chroniclers and in-
structed them to keep an account of all the events which took
place during his reign.Thus started the tradition of Buranji writing,
upon which much of what is known about medieval Assam his-
tory is based. The buranjis illustrate the
political,social,diplomatic,economic and religious conditions and
events of the Ahom period. This tradition started by the Ahoms
spread to the neighbouring states Ei_hd led to the enriching of the
history of the region.

It can be concluded that Sukapha was not only the founder
of the Ahom kingdom he was also a statesman par excellence.
With his ingenuity and his vision he not only established a king-
dom for his followers he also laid down such sytems which were
to be the makings of the great Ahom state and which would rule
of the Brahmaputra Valley for a full six centuries. He laid the
fundation of not only a state, he also contrib to formation of
a culture, of an identity by bringing abi he process of
Ahomisation. Sukapha was prepared _':co': sk the g'rf:'y of the
Ahom identity to form a greater Assamese so nd it was not
only his social activities like intermarriage wh made this pos-

sible, this feat was achieved also by a well planned economy based
on wet-rice cultivation and the Paik system. Another system which
enabled more peaceful relation with the hill-tribes and related
with the paik system is the system of posa. Granting of the facility
of posa to hill tribes which included service of paiks and use of
farms and fisheries made these tribes more amenable to their val-
ley overlords. Whenever the subject of state-formation is dis-
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cussed it is found by analyzing various significant states that there
are certain prerequisites or conditions necessary for a state to be
formed. Some of these conditions are : a certain geographical area
with favorable conditions for settlement and expansion, an indig-
enous egalitarian society, a stable and productive mode of suste-
nance, surplus production favoring not only development of other
trades but also different strata of society, a strongly centralized,
hierarchical government and last but not the least charismatic and
powerful leaders. When the Tais entered the Brahmaputra Valley
all these conditions were in their favor.(Amalendu Guha, 1983)
Sukapha being such a leader was well able to exploit all these other
available conditions to the fullest and in the process laid the foun-
dation of the Ahom state.
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HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF CHARAIDEO SUB-DIVISION
BORHAT

i) Nahor Pukhuri- This pond is situated in the Nahor Pukhuri vil-
lage of Borhat at the side of the historic Nahor-Ali. It measures 78
meters from East to West and 71 meters from North to South. It is |
said that the Ahom king Sukhampha (1552-1603) had a step chiid.
namt-ed Nahor who dug this pond and a road was built from 'Gargaoh -
to Jaipur. It is said that some officials being jealous, conspired and T
killed him. The pond and the road are known as Nahor Pukhuri 2
and Nahor Ali the . There are also some folk songs (Nahor o
Geet) which are based on this lege dary personality.

ii) Maidams of thrhat- Three ai
Chuk of Nahor Pukhuri village riear
two are distinct while thethird in the

Chuk, Borhat j



iii} Neog Phukan Pukhuri- This pond measures 52 meters from
East to West and 52 meters from North to South. It is located on
the side of Dhodar Ali near the Borhat Tea Factory.

Neog Phukan Pu khuri, Bor!

Siyal Garh, Borpatra

i) Konseng Borpatra Gohain Pukhuri- [t measures 30.48 meters
from North to South and 28.52 meters from East to West. It is
located within the Borpatra Tea Estate which belongs to the
Goodrick Tea Company presently but formerly was owned by Stuart
Hall India Tea Company. In 1981 when Kamal Singh was the Gen-
eral manager of the company, he had undertaken a general clear-
ing of the area around the pond. It was during this clearing up that

a copper plate inscription was unearthed about which no informa- -
tion is available since it was lost in the ensuing years. It is believed G
that the pond was dug by first Borpatra Gohain Konseng during =

the reign of king Suhungmung Dihingiya Raja (1497-1539AD).

to West and 46 meters
his pond and hence its

within the Borpatra % |



iii) Rani Pukhuri- It is also known as the Raja Pukhuri and is situ- BANTUNG

‘ated on the eastern side of the factory of the Borpatra Tea- Estate.

The pond is now dry and overgrown with weeds and trees. i) Bailung Pukhuri- This pond measures 50 meters from East to

West and 56 meters from North to South. It is located in the
Bailungbarivillage of Bantung area located in Nimaigarh Habigaon.
It is believed that the Bailungs were established in this area during
the reign of Sukapha (1228-1268 AD). There is also the Bailung
Maidam located near it. '

i) Maidam at Raidang- This burial place now lies within the private

property of one Nippti Thapa. The place now lies under tea culti- i : ' o | .
vation. There is also a pond seen n maidam. History tells us i) Bailung Maidam- it ted at Garchuk Habigaon, Bantung. A
f ant official of the Ahom family of the priestly cl ‘the Ahom community, the Bailung's

ated near Muktabari Tea were settled in this area. The presence of
this fact.

Raidang Baruah Maidam, I :



BHOJU CHARAIDEO

i) Sa-dhuwa Pukhuri- This pond measures 167 meters from East
to West and 220 meters from North to South. This big pond is lo-
cated at Sukapha nagar near Dhodar Al.

.'i')"Bhoju Pukhuri- This pond' measures 23 meters from East to
. \West and 23 meters from North to South. This pond was dug by
' an Ahom officer known as Bhoju Chetia Phukan. This pond is lo-
_ ‘cated near the Bhoju Railway Station by the Nahor-Ali.

ii) Charaideo Maidamsx
t the back of the Tiok the Ahom kingdom, Ch
near the railway line, sites of the Ahom kin

it olorable. No attempt has been is now maintained by thy
major tourist attraction

1g.the one time capital of

i location of the burial
historical location
e Government. Itis a
rict.

Padumoni L.P.Scho
The condition of th

i

i S
i

i

 Bhoju Maidam, Bhoju



iii) Petudhuwa Pukhuri- This pond measures 290 feet from East
to West and 280 feet from North to South. It is also called the
Chiring Pukhuri. It ocated near the Charaideo maidam area, Sukafa
_ nagar. Petudhuwa which literally translates into washing of the
~internal organs of the belly. There is a legend that an officer or-

 dained with divine powers had extracted his intestines and washed
_ them at this pond, hence the name Petudhuwa.

| the hame of the pond.
ed by the people to bath
condition of the pond is

iv) Puta Pukhuri- Th
According to the leg
after carrying out burial ¢t

DHUPABOR

i} Rohdoi Pukhuri- This pond measures 236 meters from East to
West and 120 meters from North to South. It is popularly believed
that when Gadadhar Singha (1681-1696 AD) was in exile he was
saved by three women from the imprisonment of the ‘chaodangs’
of Laluk Sula Barphukan during the reign of Sulikapha Lora Raja
(1679-1681 AD). When he succeeded in becoming king, Gadadhar
Singha showed his =" '
gratitude towards |
these women by issu-
ing land grants to
them and also having
ponds dug to com-
memorate them. One
of these women was
named Rohdoi and
the Rohdoi pond had
been dug in her
name,

i) Chetia Pukhuri- This
West and 180 meters fr
as the Chetia Phukanor

e B TR S TR A

eters from East to
pond is also known

le of Borphukan. He
elonged to the Lam-
Laharu Chetia family.

The Chetia Pukhuri, Dhupabor  Gadac
is also'a road named after the Holou Phukan
pond is located near the Nimaigarh primary scho

Rohdoi Al il BEiiies




i) Bauli Pukhuri- This pond measures 60 meters from East to West
and 76 meters from North to South. This pond is located near th.e
Bantung Panchayat office and the Bantung Primary School. It is
pelieved that Bauli was the elder sister of Gadadhar Singha and
‘was also known as Bamuni. She was the wife of Bandar Barphukan
" and her maidam or burial place is located in Guwahati { Source :
Hem Buragohain) and is known as Ba munimaidam (view of Bhuban
" Chandra Handigue). Bauli Pukhuri was dug to commemorate hezf.
o There are many another myths refated to the character of Bau!l.
~ According to local beliefs she was one of the first Bihu dancers in
 the Ahom period. It is also said that Bauli alias Rongili was one of

' the daughters of Lang- Kuri or Lord Shiva.

AR § e LTI 0T s

neters from East to West
s located near the Kuta
Village, Dhopabor. So this
n Pukhuri.

iii) Gela Pukhuri- Thispo
and 37 meters from N ,_

Borphukan Maidam in Ada

iv) Bor Pukhuri- This
pond measures 44 i o
meters from East to West it e
and 52 meters from
North to South. The Bor
Pukhari is located in
Adabari Handique Village
near the Phukan Al in
Dhupabor.

* The Bor Pukhuri, Dhupabor

v) Petudhuwa Pukhuri- This pond measures 23 meters from East
to West and 23 meters from North to South. The name Petudhuwa
has been derived from the Petuwa Gohain, an officer of the Ahom
period and whose
maidam is also located
near the pond. There is
also another Petudhuwa
Pukhuri at Charaideo.
The pond is presently in
an extremely neglected
condition and is over-
grown with weeds.

The Petudhuwa Pukhuri, Dhupabor

vi) Gogoi - Rajkhowa Pukhuri- This pond measures 22 meters from
East to West and 22 meters ; A A
from North to South. This
pond too is located in the
Aadabari Handique village
and is also known as Bor
Pukhuri.  The Gogoi-
Rajkhowa maidam is located
near this pond. The pond is
in a neglected condition.

Gogoi- Rajkhowa Pukhuri, Dhupabor



% vii) Bamun Pukhuri- This pond
measures 73 meters from East
to West and 50 meters from
North to South. It is located
near the stone bridge con-
structed by King Gadadhar
Singha (1681-1696 AD} at
& g1 Rohdoi Ali and also near the
Bamun Pukhuri, Dhupabor Dhodar Ali.

viii} Veseli Pukhuri- Located
near Bauli Pukhuri. There is a
legend regarding the name of
Veseli. According to it, Veseli
was the sister of Bauli. Both
were famous for performers of
the Bihu dance in ancient
times. Veseli was also known
as 'Pomili'. However this his- =S
toric pond is now under in a ' Veseli Pukhuri, Dhupabor

neglected condition.

ix) Harputa Moidam- The Harputa Maidam is located at
Dhopabor Lahan gaon. There is an interesting myth regarding the
e maidam. Local people say that
i ' 'this is the maidam where the

'Har' i.e. bones of five brothers
who died fighting the foreign-
ers during the time of
Mirjumilah's invasion were
buried.

X) Konwari Maidam- This
small but beautiful maidam is
located at Lahon gaon,
Dhupabor. Near the maidam
there is a historic pond named
Konwari Pukhuri which is
gradually disappearing.

Konwari Maidam, Dhupabor

| Xi) Gogoi - Rajkhowa Maidam-
This big maidam is located at
& Adabari village, Dhupabor. No
§ steps are being taken for the
preservation of the maidam.

Gogoi - Rajkhowa Maidam, .
Dhupabor

Xiij Maidams near the
Gogoi- Rajkhowa Pukhuri-
Three maidams are seen
near the Gogoi-Rajkhowa
Pukhuri. However these
maidams are in a severely
neglected condition

Maidams near Gogoi-Rajkhowa
Pukhuri




xiii) Petua Gohain
Maidam - This is a very
big maidam located at
Dhupabor area. The in-
teresting thing is that
this moidam is now used
by the local Christian
people as a cemetry.

Petua Gohain Maidam, Dhupabor

xiv) Maidam near Petua Gohain Maidam- This unidentified
maidam is situated near the Petua Gohain Maidam. It is now cov-

ered by jungle.

Maidam near Petua Gohain Maidam,
Dhupabor

AT ST T A TN N T T S A T SRR e 1

xv) Kuta Borphukan
Maidam- It is located at |

Adabari Handique Village,

Dhupabor. Today the Patar
family of the Dhupabor |

area worship this maidam

as the burial place of one |

of their ancestors.

Kuta Borphukon Maidam,
Dhupabor

xvi) Konwar Maut Maidam- Three maidams are seen on the side
of the historic Rohdoi Ali. There is a myth regarding these maida‘ﬁisq
According to it, one day two Ahom princes came to this place for
hunting with their elephants. However while hunting a quarral :
arose among them which resulted in the death of the two broth-
ers along with their 'Maut' (caretaker of the elephants). After that i
their dead bodies were buried here to mark this event.




xviii) Maidams near
Chetia Pukhuri- Near the
Chetia Pukhuri, Dhupabor
we find two maidams
which are now covered by
the bamboo trees.

Maidams near Chetia Pukhuri,
Dhupabor

Xix) Maidams at Adabari-
These maidams located at
Adabari village are in a very
poor condition.

xx} Maidams at Nagaon-In
E Nagaon  village of
! Dhupabor area we found
two large maidams. How-
ever, nothing is known
about this maidam.

xxi) Maidams near Bauli Pukhuri - Two small unidentified maidams
are seen near the Bauli Pukhuri of Dhupabor.
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Maidams near Bauli-?ulghuri, Dhupabor

xxii) Maidam near Bauli .ﬁukﬁhrliif'[nn;—;_); A large unidentified
maidam is seen near the Bauli maidam about which nothing is
known. o T




ii) Changmai Pukhuri- The area of this pond is 20 Nol {approxi-
- DOBA mately 120 sq ft). It is believed that the cooks of the royal fa mily or
Pukhuri- This pond measures 90 meters from East Changmais were settled in this area and the pond was dug for their
a Pukhuri-
lt)oKVl:!Z:%aaTt:t 86 meters from North to South. An officer's house of use.

the Ahom period was nearby this pond who stored Khar (gun pow-

der). Hence the pond is sO named ( ‘Ghar means house)

e

s gy
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Kh'ar.ghofj'a Pukhuri, Doba Changmai PukhUri,_f._DoIbagan

AGAN iii) Lengi Bor Pukhuri- This pond measures 150 meters from East

his is a place of wor to West and 256 meters from North to. South. This significant pond
olbagan this is PH S Sch00|] of Charaideo is located on the Dolbagan Santak road. The pond
side of Dolbagan was dug for establishing the idol of Phee-Pheng or Dhon Koliya
who is the prominent God of the Bihu festival. Banyan trees known

.Sukapha

neal D he ' estab :hed this Deo-sal. Three.

city at Charaideo (d 1 feet high above the surface and a con; traditionally as Bor were planted all araund the banks of the pond
se\f' 1 i s e S

stone pﬂllTrs :rso:enn : i promising tourist place howeve to signify the occasion. So ! :

crete well are s :

the pond was named as
Lengi- Bor meaning
surrounded by Banyan
trees (Hem Buragohainin
Souvenier of Charaideo
2003). This pond is also
known as the Roja
Pukbhuri and Noga
Pukhuri.

be constructed.

Lengi Bor Pukhuri, Dnltiaﬁan

Charaideo Deg-sa




ih&}lﬂiﬁl&&mmﬁ‘kmﬁspmdimmmmﬁml East to

West: and! 120 meters fram Nortt to South,which is located at vi] Khunduna Sil- A part of

Dolbagan.. This pand! is also known as the Asulsuliya Pukhuril. Ac- | a stone pillar is located at a
cordiing: te Henm Buragohain this pond was dug by & chaodang of- L hillock i front of I.engibor.
fiver nemed! Asu during the: reigm off Supatpiia: Gadadhar Singhs Puldhuri, Charaideo.

(16E1-1696 AD). However, there is a belief that 2 memben of the:
Deodbai familly had! beem appointed as Buragotaim and had! tite:
pond disg to commemuarate: himself So it is believed that! imter-
manriageisnot penmitted between Deodhsiiand Buragohaim fami-
Iiés;ﬁrmditibnaiEw.misWimmknmmmﬂﬁeH&mﬁmgm%wﬁL

TLisld' v ; The: menme: Miths Pukduril

iss saidito be derived from:
& helief that tive Nagas
- had eatema kind of ey _ 5
i § which caused the water iv} Rajgarh, Dolbagan- A |
| of the pond! drumk by rampart is seem at the back |
them to taste sweet . offthe Dollbagam H.S. School
L Mitha mesming sweetl im mearr the: hillock where the
| Assamese:. ‘Dec-sal’ is located. It is a
i R O genenall belief that the
Niitive Pukhuri], w rampartwas constructed by
o e Sukapha: winem he
v} BaktwPukburii This pond measures: 53 meters from Eastto West: established his capitall city. : Raizarh, Dol
an‘c&lE?mmﬁmmm%ﬂhl.mmlm@mmngﬁWz bagan

Daltbagam Santak nazdi.

v] Rojapukhuri- Located
at Rajaibari of Belengbari
mear Dolbagan, this pond
measures 44 meters from
East to West and 45
meters from North to
South. The pond now lies
within the premises of
the private property of
Mir. Leela Kurmi and Mr.
Durga Kurmni.




iv) Deo-sal - This 'deo-sal' is lo-
cated at Belengbari, Dolbagan.
There is a legend that a shepherd
_was sacrificed here by decapitat-
ing him with a blade of grass.
Since then people started wor-
shipping here after setting up a
makeshift temple which is now
known a 'deo-sal’, 'deo’ meaning
god and 'sal' meaning temple or
abode. Literally translated, 'deo-
sal' stands for the abode of god.

Deo-sal, Belengbari

ff vi) Rajgarh, Belengbari- It is
! located at Belengbari near
. Dolbagan. It is said that

Sukapha established his first
home stead in this area and
.the rampart indicates the
fact..

Rajgarh, Beiengbari ‘

(i) Dalimi Maidam- A maidam is
seen at Kanubari, near the borders
of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and
Nagaland. However this maidamis
located in Longdin district of
Arunachal Pradesh. According to
local belief, Ahom king Gadadhar
Singha (1681-1696 AD) married a
princess of the Wancho Naga
tribe, whose name was Nape (alias
Cheukham or Julumi) when he was

limi Maidam, Kanubari

in exile. After her death, according to her will, her body was bur-
ied in this place where her relatives, the Wancho people lived.

LAKUWA

i) Borbaruah Maidam (1)- It is located at Lakuwa. According to
local folk belief one . S

Borbaruah had this maidam
constructed while he was
alive. Since he had entered
this maidam before death
he was isolated by the oth-
ers, removed from his post
and was sent into exile to a
place near Borhat which is

now known as Baruachali. E R R
Borbaruah Maidam, Lakuwa

“ji} Maidam( No. 2)- It is lo-
cated near the Borbaruah
Maidam (1), Lakuwa. Pres-
ently a 'namghar' has been
constructed at the top of the
maidam:.

Maidam near the Borbaruah :
Maidam, Lakuwa

iii} Rangagora Amlakhi

Deo-sal - This is an ancient

place of worship. It covers an

area of around ten bighas of

land. Every twelve years a-
worship ceremony known as

Umpha Puja is conducted at

this place.

Rangagora Amliakhi
Deo-sal, Lakuwa




LONGPOTIA contemporary of Punananda Buragohain and he like his elder
brother Brajwa Phukan tried to check the aggression of the
Moamoria rebellion in this area. However the present condition

i) Pehi Pukhuri- This pond of the maidam is lamentable.

measures 119 meters from

East to West and 33 meters MAHMORA

from North to South. it was i) Bhorali Pukhuri- This pond measures 84 meters from East to

dug by king Gadadhar West and 67 meters from North to South. It is located at Mahmora.

Singha (1681-1696 AD) in During the reign of Ahoms an officer named Bhorali Baruah col-

memory of a paternal aunt lected and threshed the grains and lentils produced on the bank

of him. of the river Disang and stored in a go-down near this pond. The
: AL aE SRR R R | pond was named after him. Itis said that the pond was dug during

Pehi Pukhuri,Longpotia the rteign of Pratap [ ssim e o et

Singha {1603-1641
AD), who also had con-
structed a road called
Mahmora Ali from
Garhgaon to laipur.
The pond is located at
the sides of this

i) Brajwa Phukan Maidam:
It is located at the Raidongia
Village of Bhoju. It is said
that Brajwa Phukan wasan
important Ahom officer
who was appointed to fight

against the Moamorias. His Mahmora Ali.
brother Dhajwa Phukan's S — s
maidam also seen near his | : :Bl'!"fé“ Pukhurl, Mahmara
Sk il H—— ; 8 s
Brajwa Phukan Maidam, Longpotia MNI‘HI)RAPUB
iii) Dhajwa Phukan Maidam: It i)'Bauli:Pukhu”
is located at Raidongia g1 2 T
- Village which is between the it 5 Ebet ¥

ailway station of Bhoju and
Longpotia. Dhajwa Phukan
- was the brother of Brajwa
. Phukan who was an
: important officer of the Ahom
- reign during the first quarter
of the 19th century. He was

from North to South. It is
located near the Dhodar
Ali at Mathurapur. The
Bauli Pukhuri L.P. School
lies on the south bank of
this pond. An Anganwadi
Centre also lies on the
banks of the pond.

" .bhajwa Phukan Maidam,

Bauli Puk_hur_i, Mathurapur
Longpotia ; B




MAIBELLA

i} Maibella Pukhuri- This pond is located near the Lakwa Thermal
Power Pl'Ojec‘t (Malbella) near the Dhodar Ali. This pond was dug
during the reign of Gadadhar
Singha (1681-1696 AD). It is
mentioned in various histori-
cal sources that a Shiva temple
had been constructed on the
banks of this pond. However
presently there is no evidence
which testifies to this fact.

Maibella Pukhuri, M&ibelia
NAHOR’I‘OLI

i) Shyamoni Pukhari- This pond
measures 58 meters from East
to West and 76 meters from
North to South. It is found that
this pond is named after a
prominent lady from the Lemai
Deodhai Phukon fam:ly of this
area.

Shyamom f’ukhuﬁ, Naﬁortoh
if) Hakora Pukhuri- This pond

East to West and 83 meters
from North to South. Hokora
was the husband of
Shyamoni after whom the
Shyamoni pond has been
named.

Hokora Pukhuri, Nahortoli

measures 64 meters from

._-banks_ of this pond which is
not seenin: present times.

iii) Madam Pukhuri- This pond
measures 45 meters from East to |
West and 53 meters from North |
to South. This pond is situated /#
near Madam Phukon Maidam of
Nahortali.

Madam Pukhuri, Nahortoli

:v} Madam Phukan Maldam~ Locatedat Nahortali. Madam Phukon

wws . is also known as Lakhi
n. Local source says
'E was an influentlai

a were known as
Pathar after his

Madam Phukan Maidam, Nah
NA

i) Doloi Sonari Pukhuri- This. |

pond measures 240 feet from
East to West and 290 feet
from North to South. It was
dug during the days of King
Sukhampha (1552-1603 AD).
It is said that a temple had
also been constructed on the



NIMONAGARH :
ii) Mo-Ching Hatibaruah Maidam- This maidam is located at
Sagarbera,Patsaku.lt belongs to one Mo-Ching who was the leader

i) Chiring Pukhuri- This pond measures 72 meters from East to of the Ahom priests. It if said that ki"fg Gada.dhar Singha {153?'1.".
WestiandGLetels frofth’ | s L L A N 1696 AD) gave one of his daughters in marriage as well as five -
North to South. It is located 'Khats' or farms to this priest. (Lapung, Liplang, Tunsai, Bbarakhat, .
at Nimonagarh near the Jahakhat). The Hati Baruah Deo-sal and some other large maidams
Dhodar Ali. The officers-in- are also located near this. :
charge of official documents
and writing of the Buranjis
were known as Chiring
Phukan. These officers were
settled in this area and the
pond was used by them. =

The Chiring Pukhuri,
- Nimonagarh

Mo-Ching Hati‘baruah Maldam, Patsaku

i) Doga Phukan Maidam- Loca : rind LY 4 :
this maidam is be:ng slowly in ndated and may soon dlsappear i} Roja Pukhuri- This pond measures 360 feet from East to West
completely: it e and 304 feet from North to Seuth lt is aiso calied'Borpatra Pukhuri
il i s and Nawab Pukhuri. It is
located around 3 kms
east of Sonari town near
the Dhodar Ali. Accord-
ing to historian
Gunaviram Baruah king
Rudra Singha settled few
Musalmans in this area
and dug a pond. As the
Musalmans addressed
the king as Nawab, the ;
pond dug by him was The Roja Pukhuri, Rojapukhuri
il 0 called Nawab Pukhuri, - .




SAPEKHATI

'i)'.'-'Bhorali Pukhuri- This pond is located at the side of Nahar Al at
 Sapekhati Rohan Village. It measures 49 meters from East to West

: _ and 45 meters from North to South. There are a few public institu-
~ tions located on the banks of this pond. They are the Rohan Pukhuri

L P. School, the Gaon Panchayat office, Namghar, Public audito-

- rium, office of Mahila Samiti, etc. located on the opposite side of

‘the road lies the embankment which is supposed to be the home-
stead of the Bhorali Baruah, an prominent official of the Ahom
~ administration whose duty was to collect crops for the royal trea-

. sury.

'Sapekhatl Which does
not allow the area for
residencial purpose.

aidam, Gu_gam_-phgnéii,_Sapekhati\.. Bt

iii) Atal Pukhuri- It is
located in a place called
Atal within Sapekhati
which lies near the
Nahar Ali. It measures 76
meters from East to
West and 68 Metres
from North to South.
There are a few public
institutions on its banks.
They are- Sonapur L.P. Atal Pukhuri, Atal Pothar,
School, a Namghar and a Sapekhati

Public Health Centre. It is believed that this pond was excavated by
an Ahom noble named Atal Hatibaruah during the reign of
Suhungmung Dihingiya Raja ( 149??&\1539’}&0) It is said that he sup-
plied trained elephants to the Ahom monarch. A rampart was also
present in this area which is said to have been used for trapping
and catching of wild elephants. {source : Naobosiya Phukan Buraniji)

iv) Atal Hatibaruah Maidam: It is located at Baghchuk, Atal Pothar,
Sapekhati. The maidam is the burlal place of one Atal Hatibaruah
who was an important Ahom official during the reign of
Suhungmung Dihingia Raja (1497 -1539 AD).

‘Atal Baruah Maidam, Atalpothar, sapekhati




SILASAKU

i) Stone Bridge- This stone bridge was constructed by king
~ Gadadhar Singha (1681-1696 AD). It is the oldest stone bridge con-
structed during the Ahom reign.

feet from East to West and rom North to South. The
Khanikar Pukhuri L.P.Schoo e West of it. To the South
- liesa Namghar. The pond is loi in Silasaku Khanikar Gaon. It

~ is said that this pond was dug-’bv an important officer of the
i _Khamkars ,who were craftsmen in the Ahom period.

Khonikar Pukhun@,§._i__-lasaku- b

SONARI

i) Sonari Pukhuri- This pond measures 840 feet from East to West ' :
and 581 feet from North to South. It was dug during the reign of

King Sukhampha (1552-1603 AD). It is said that the king had estab- = |
lished a ‘Sonari’ (goldsmith) in this area and thus this pond was

named after him.

ii) Rojadhap- It is located ne
is said that this rampart w
Mahamanikya A large part o___

Rojadhap, Sonari



. ered a large area, a por-

iii) Meslou Pukhuri- This pond is located at Sonari town. It was
dug in the days of King Sukhampha (1552-1603 AD). It is belived
that this pond was dug in the memory of his two wives Bor Mesiou
and Saru Meslou. Pres- — -

‘ently this pond is in a
~very bad condition.
QOriginally this pond cov-

' ‘tion of which is now
~ filled up and is included
~ in the premises of
_ Kalibari temple nearthe |
public bus station of ¢
Sonari. ;

Meslou Pukhuri, Sonari

r dl This pond measures 90
eters from North to South.
nd was dug during the reign of

i) Hunadoi Pukhuri { Ahom
meters from East to West-'ié _
According to local people this

o 'I:'i.uhadoi Pukhuri { Ahom Period), Santak

.. was compiled by him.

ii) Hunadoi Pukhuri { British period)- This pond measures 90
metres from East to West and 76 metres from North to South.

Hunadoi Pukhuri (British period],
Santak

TENGA PUKHURI

i) Tenga Pukhuri- This pond measures 382 feet from East to West
and 425 feet from North to South. To the west lies the Dhapabor
Mouzadar Office. To the East lies Tengapukhuri M.V.School. To the
South lies the sericulture office and Namghar. To the North lies
Dhodor Ali. According to Hem Bui‘agoham during the reign of
Jayadhvaj Singha (1648- 1663 AD) a garden_lof limes ot lemons was
established in this area. Hence the name T ngépukhurl Another'
popular local belief is Ij:..-.,,-._‘..._\“.;..A,,-,--,...--- TERERR AL B e
that during the reign
of the king Jayadhvaj
Singha the pond was
dug to commemorate
the name of a Tai
scholar named Tengai
Mohan Phukan. It is
said that the first
Assamese dictionary




ii) Ghorasuwa Pukhuri - This pond measures 296 feet from East
to West and 276 feet from North to South To the North Iies a
Namghar. iThetponp L " v
~ is located in Tenga
Pukhuri area. It is i
_believed that the
~area where the
pond is located was
actually the home-
stead of an officer-
in- charge of the
equestrian depart-
* ment known as the
Ghorasuwa Baruah.

R Lrimmia AP HALES

The :thraé'gwa: Pukhuri, Tengapukhuri

i) Dighali Pukhuri- This pond measLire _.“28 meters from East to
West and 112 meters from North outh. It is located near the

Dighali Pukhuri High School, ngahb_ m. It is believed that the pond

was dug by one Raidongia Phuﬁ for his daughter for the pur-
.. bose of pleasure boatmg How ver-_the condition of the pond is
"_deplorable. : :

ii} Gotonga Pukhuri- This pond measures 68 meters from East to
West and 60 meters from North to South. It is located near the
Dighali Pukhuri High School, Tingalibam. It is believed that the
pond was used by the Raidang Phukan family for drmklng water.

T

Gotonga Pukhurl, -ngaiiham

iii) Maidams at Dighali Pukhﬂri» About fifteen maidams are seen
in and around the area of Dlghall Pukhurt. Among these three are
bigin size. These maidams belang to the Raidongia Phukan fam-
ily. The Dighali Pukhuri High Schi ol is located nearby. No proper
measures are taken for the pre: 'r'vattcm of these valuable his-
toric maidams. The home e_, _’te of the Raidongia Phukan was
located hear and is still seen some parts of:':!t in some places.




TIOKGHAT

i) Aideo Pukhuri- This
~ pond measures 87metres
from East to West and 70
‘meters from North to
~ South. It was dug by the

 Ahom King Gaurinath

Singha (1780-1795 AD)in
memory of his step

© ‘mother. It now falls within = |
_ the area of the Aideobari

 Tea Estate, Tiokghat.

: Estate near Sonari Town.

: ;':{1503: 164._'.,'AD) .Et..lS now
 falls under the Towkak Tea

'PROJECT REPORT AND CONCLUSION

Prof. mbj ;_"; ti Kony

Sivadol, the Tanks of Sivasaga
graves) of Charaideo 5
ture, architecture and
sense of historical co
historical monuments s
very few of them have b
government or by the ¢
Consequently ma
portance are on the verge of
leged that the few monume .
done in the proper manner.
ments and other bwldﬂj ;

ii) Aideo Maidam- It is
located at Aideobari Tea
Estate, near Tiokghat.
According to some Ahom
historical sources Aideo
“was the step mother of
King Gaurinath Singha.
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