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the influence of L1 and impact of society in L2 learning process.

INFLUENCE OF L1 AND IMPACT OF SOCIETY IN
. L2 LEARNING PROCESS

-  PONGKHI KONWAR.
(Faculty at Sonari Senior Secondary _School)

Language is the best way for the human being to communicate ideas, emotions,
and desires with others. Learner’s L1 is the most important source of the second
Janguage learning process. It is the most important resource which learners use both -
consciously and unconsciously. Hence, this article is the modest attempt to highlight

No language exists in isolation. All language in context influences each other.
Languages like French, Chinese, and Spanish influence their contact languages and a
global, by this nature, exercises the most influence of all. All languages have always

| - been in contact with another language. All languages have always borrowed words

from othet languages. Andno community has ever succeeded in stopping this process
taking place. The only way to do so would be to take ones’ language away.from

~ contact with the other language. : .

Usually any language one learns and acquires after his/her mother tongue or
the first language (L1) is known as the second language (L2). The second language
may or may not be a foreign language. Technically English is a foreign language in
India but in social and academic context English assumes the status of a second
language. A second language is a widely used Janguage. It needs some instructions.

" Ina formal 1.2 learning situation (in a classroom) as prevailing in many non- English

speaking countries learning English as an L2 is deliberate and conscious. They have

- given adequate exposure and opportunity for using the language in varied

communicative situations and provided that the leamer has strong motivation and

~ needs. This learning result in the internalization of the entire process. This

internalization may not take place evenly in all learners. _
We see ‘INDIANNESS? in the English language used by the Indian people. It
is known to all that for Indian language classroom English always a second language.
And this is because India is'a multilingual country. The Eight Schedule of the Indian
Constitution cohéist_s'of total 22 Janguages and more than 19500 mother tongues are
spoken in India. For this reason it is common for our mother tongue to influence the
process of learning English. o S : '

' ﬁq‘p‘ﬁ’/:qe




For example- .-

A voiceless dental sound (tip of the tongue touches the upper front teeth) like /t/
becomes alveolar sound (tip of the tongue touches the alveolar ridge).

. ‘thin’{tin]a [thi:n] .

Voiceless labio-dental sound /f/ becomes bilabial sound /ph/.
e ‘fan’ [fan]3 [phen] . '
Some more examples-
apple fap()l] & [a: pei]
‘van’ [van] a [bhan]
“tomato’ [fYEmQDPtYS] a [wmeto]
‘sauce” [saws] 4 [sos]
“fish® [fis] & [phis]
‘chicken’ fchik-uhn] 4 [siken]
¢ Cear’ [ka:] a [kar]

The loanwords always add semantic value toa language giving people the
opportunity io express their thoughts in a more nuanced way. And this is what happen
in other languages at the moment; for example, finds many English loan words ‘cool’,
in & way that the older generation does not, and their expressiveness is empowered as

a consequence. Leamers can speak Hindi or other local language fluently at any

* .

* e 00

moment. We see the borrowing words, code switching, code- mixing while they speak

in English. Some of the examples are cited below-

* Dil mange more.

Thanda ki matlab Coca- Cola

Chalti-firti car.

Hero Honda dhiak dhak go. . _
Ma’am | wanted to say that...eneke korile bhal ha_!héte_n. .
The poet was astonished by mane nature-tu sui ...

Ma’am mane what was the meaning heitu koise ne ki?
Yesterday 1 couldn’t come coz Sir mane moi gatot pori golu.
Ma'am not me. He is asking kiba hudhi ase. etc. '

L R R I R

IMPACT OF SOCIETY

On the other hand, to be a bouety it must need a langud‘s:e and when it has its
own language it becomes a community. The connection between language and society
15 tightly anchored. The relationship of this two is deeply rooted. Langudge performs
various functions in the society and the society does the same.

sav/ 3effasr M

FAMILY!H OME

The children learn what they hear or see at home. So the parents sometimes
need to be very careful while using the second language at home. The family needs to
provide a healthy, peacetul and harmonious and valid study environment for kids.
Sometimes due to poor economic background or ignorance of the parents become a
drawback in the process of learning English properly. Such learners cantiot concentrate

~in the L2 class. So its result is not so good. 1.2 learning is a conscious process. One

must follow the instructions during his/her L2 learning process.
SCHOO_L

Schooi is a social institution and it is responsible for growt.h and development
and progress of the future generation. A teacher is considered as the second parent of
the learner. Here we have some of the roles of the teacher in the second language (L2)
learning process..

Role of ihc, teachers-
LEARNERMFACILITATOR-ASSESSORMMANAGER—F,&’ALUA’I’OR-»
GUIDE. '
(Q Archana &Usha Rani; role of a teacher in Enghsh languageteachmg)

* The teacher is the !eamer, facilitator, assessor, ma_nager, evaluator and the
guide. : : : :
Pmpur pldnmn ¢ and prepare in advance.

e The primary role of the teacher in a muittd:menszomi language class is o

establish conditions and cEeveiop activities so that students are able to practice the
language in a meaningful context. o

& . Use different learning tedmlques
¢ Student {riendly atmosphere.-
- 4 - Teaching English to non-native English icamere involves a teacher

establishing a foundation for the language.
¢ “The teacher has to ensure that learners have adequate out of class language
development opportunities, and regularly checking a student’s progress in the program
including literacy as the semester extends.

K - Have the right qualmcatmns
¢ Useaudio-visuals aids. etc.

ﬁcﬁw/:\qq.




MASS ME

According to ‘Mass media and its effect on language maintenance and
acquisition’, ‘television, radio, the internet, and other forms of media has the power
to both shape our culture and to mirror our culture back to us’. Indeed. When a child
watch television programs he/ she starts imitating it knowingly or unknowingly.
Sometimes they start enacting the roles as well without knowing the meaning. Here |
will say the meaning is not so important because the learner is actually learning it by
doing like imitating their favorite characters or heroes etc. In the learning process we
need to follow one ruie- listening, speaking, reading and writing. First they will listen
then they will speak then they will learn to read then they will learn to write. Hence,

this habit will help them to speak in the target language and gradually they will achieve

fluency in the target language. There are lots of designed educational programs for
the enhancement of the L2 fearners. Those programs can help the learners to learn the
language fast. Parents can use it for their children as an audio-visual aid in the process
of tearning English as a second language. :

The social environment is the sum total of all external condzzlom and influences
affecting organism. It is the totality of what we live in, family, natural or constructed,
scientific appliances, equipment and natural conditions such as air, water and land
which directly or indirectly affect human beings. -
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Egyptian | Pyramid

Uddipti Mohan
Subject Teacher, History
Sonari Senior Secondary School -

_ Burial system is one of the most fascinating features of a civilization

‘which provide a wide range of information about the socio-cultural aspect of a.

particular culture. The Egyptian Pyramids are the massive structures associated
with the burial system of the ancient Egyptians are full of mysteries and myths.

The Pyramids are triangular shaped structures converging to a single
step at the top. The bases of the Pyramids are of different shapes like trilateral,
quadrilateral or of any polygyon shape. Some of the Pyramids have square
base and four triangular outer surfaces. o

The people of ancient Egypt considered death as the begmmng of anew
life in another world and that new life could be everlasting if certain precautions
were taken. This considereation prompted buliding their burials in a different
way from their regular houses of mud. They also believed that besides the
physical body, everyone had a soul called ‘ba’ and a spiritual duplicate of
themselves called ‘ka’. After the demise of an individual, his or her ‘ba’
continued to live on earth resting within the body at night ; while ‘ka’ kept-on
travelling between the earth and the eternal world. Beacuse of this belief, the
Egyptians preserved the corpses by mumification underneath the tomb we know
as the Pyramid. The size of the tombs were varied according to the position of
the buried person in the society. The Pharaos or the rulers considered to be god
after death and that is why their tombs were elaborate and large.

The royal Pyramids were surrounded by a complex of temple and smaller
tomb called ‘mastaba’. The burial chamber of the king was protected by the
manmade stone mountain which completed the structure of the Pyramid.The
single peak of the triangular surfaces represented the rays of sun shining down
over the Pharaos linking them with the Sun god. Against the east side of the
Pyramid,a temple with a false door was built symbolising the entry and exit of
the “ka’. All the burial pits were located on the west bank of the river Nile
symbollsed the j joumey of ‘ka’ at the end of the day .

'i’q‘;ﬁ/ma




_ The most fascmatmg fact about the Pyramid is that the Pharaos w1thm
" two years of the beginning of their rule had to prepare for their ends and for the
beginning of their journey as god. Accordingly, the Pharaos instructed the royal
architect to design a tomb in his name and the building of the tomb was
completed before the death ofthe Pharaos. The entire Pyramid was'oo_nstructed
layer by layer and thousands of workers were appointed in it’s building. N
~_The building of Pyramids was actually associated with the idea of giving
comfort to the ‘ka’ of the dead by providing a house and burying all the valuable
things with the dead. Protection was another concern associated with the
building of the Pyramids as the ancient Egyptians believed in the concept of
new life after death and they also believed that providing protectlon to the
- deceased in his or her new life was necessary. L :
| However , Macaulay has put forward a quest1on about the protectxon
concern related to the structure of the Pyramids as the Pyramids could not be
~ spared from robbery, but he has ended up opining that the Pyramids are always
successful in makmg the Egyptlan ancestors immortal.

' Refer_ences
. : M'acaulay David, ¢ Pyramid’, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston
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“Capsula Mundl”The blodegradable burlal pod
~ that turns your body into a tree

: Chow Hansang Konwar
Ex-student ,Dept. Of English Sonan ColIege

Capsula Mun{h is an egg- shaped pod through whlch a buned corpse or
ashes can provide nutrients to a tree planted above it. Your carbon footprmt
doesn’t end in the grave.

While you rest in peace, the wood, the synthetic cushiomng and the -
metals generally used in traditional coffing — as well as the concrete around
reinforced graves — continue to litter the earth.

“A lot of energy also goes into producing these maten‘a’ls,' which are
used for a very short time and then buried. They’re not going to break down
very fast,” says Jennifer DeBruyen, an Associate Professor of Blosystems
Engineering and Soil Science at the University of Tennessee.

Italian designers Raoul Bretzel and Anna Citelli might have a solution.
They call it Capsula Mundi — “world’s capsule” in Latin — and it’s an egp-
shaped, organic casket that’s suitable for ashes, too.

Once buried, they say, the biodegradable plastic shell breaks down and
the remains provide nutrients to a sapling planted right above it.

Bretzel and Citelli believe that death is as closely related to consumerism
as life. Their goal? To create cemeteries full of trees rather than tombstones
reduce waste, and create new life out of death.

The idea for the Capsula Mundi came in 2003, when the pair saw tons
of furniture trashed at the end of Milan’s famous design fair, “Salone de] Mobile.”

“It was a big competition to design new things, but almost nobody cared

about future impact or whether anyone would actually use these thmgs” Bretzel
said. :

“We started thinking about projects that could have an environmental
aspect. Death is part of our life but at design fairs nobody cares about that
because it’s one side of our life that we don’t want to look at. We don’ t like to
think of death as part of life.”
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The science behind it. The designers are launching the first version of
their product, which is for ashes only. A later modeI w111 be suitable for bod:es
to be encapsulated in the fetal position. :

Bacteria in the soil first break doewn the bio-plastic, then the ashes
gradually come into contact with the sml without changing its chemical baiance
- too dramatically.

. While the buhal of ashes may be envn'onmentally friendly, crematlon_

has its critics: “It’s a very energy-demanding process,” says DeBruyen.,

On top of that, older dental fillings can release polluting mercury, which
is why some crematoriums have installed mercury filters.

Although sowing a seed on top of the Capsula may sound like an attractlve
concept, Jacqueline Aitkenhead-Peterson, Associate Professor in the Department

of Soil and Crop Sciences at Texas A&M Umversxty, suggests more mature

trees should be used.

“Because the body will purge w1thm ayearina aburied env1r0nment the |

: nutnents are released into the soil quite quickly, so a decently sized tree planted

on top would be key. Capturing these nutrients is also 1mp0rtant to protect-

groundwater ” she said.

~But would it really benefit the env1r0nment‘7 DeBruyen seems 10 thmk

$0: “The problem with traditional burials is that they’re completely anaerobic.
The remains are buried deep and sealed in a coffin. There’s a lot of incomplete
degradation.” :

“These pods may help maintain some oxygen flow into the system The

other thing they bring to the whole system is carbon [from the starch-based
* bioplastic]. One of the constraints and challenges with decomposing a human
body is that it’s very nitrogen rich. And so, the microbes that are trying to break
down all that nitrogen need some carbon to balance it out.”

-The law behind it “I think there’s enough science and agreement that
these [options] represent a really viable option for afterlife”, adds DeBruyen.

As scientific research supports green solutions such as the Capsula

Mundi, environmental awareness is also breaking down cultural barriers around
burials. :
“We've notlced an uptlck in the pubhc mterest in green burials in the
last 24 months. Although our providers continued to grow steadily, the public
has become much more aware and there is a lot more interest in the practice”,

sw3f AP W

says Kate Kalamck from the Green Burial Council, North America’s eco-
certification organization for the death industry.

She links this increase to the baby-boomers’ environmental awareness

and interest in how their bodies will be disposed. _
‘Butis it legal? “It’s legal in the whole of North America. We really don’t

- have any governmental or legislative push back in the US or in Canada in

regards to green burials,” says Kalanick.

Elsewhere, it could be a different story: “In Italy, for example this type
of burial would not be allowed,” says Bretzel. ' :

“We’re collecting signatures for a petition to make it legal. But [ know

- that 1t will be a long way before we can change the rules.”

At the end we can assume that though Capsula Mundi is ecologicaly
have nature friendly aspects it is in a very initial stage righ now.

Reference -By Paula Erizanu,CNN.
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