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Determination of Technical Efficiency of Fisheries:
A case on the Sone beel of Karimganj district.

Manish Roy' & Ritwik Mazumder?

1. Introduction :
The most remarkable fishing sector in Assam is situated in Sone beel
of Karimganj district. Form the time of immemorial, fishing has been
regarded as one of the most important activities, where a significant -
part of the population living in the neighbourhood of the Sone Beel.
Sone Beel, the biggest ‘Beel’ (wetland) in Assam is situated in between
two hill ranges, viz., the Badarpur-Saraspur range and the
Chowkirmukh-Dohalia range. In the East, the neighbouring structure
18 the Badarpur line of folding; while, there is the Chargola anticline
towards the west, A typical geomorphological feature is the tight
foldedness of the anticlines represented by hillocks having very high
dips of the sedimentary beds (Kar et al., 1991). The fisheries sector is.
almost entirely dominated by small scale, poor fishing households
who produce a major portion of total freshwater fish catch in the district.
However, the region has witnessed a poor performance of
fishery productivity, in terms of production or catch per unit efforts
due to various reasons. Fishing is an important source of livelihood
for the majority of households dwelling around the Sone Beel area.
But they have been plagued by a number of problems. These include
poor and inefficient fishing gears and vessels, lack of capital, poor
fisheries management, limited access to better market coupled with
poor handling facilities, poor infrastructure and high post-harvest
losses. Together with a lack of alternative employment opportunities
and rapidly increasing number of fishing households, the above
mentioned problems have been the main cause of the decrease in fish
cateh as well as degradation of fish stock and over-exploitation. Asa
result, most households will continue to be trapped in poverty. The

I Research Scholar, Department of Economics, Assam University, Silchar.
Ematl. hkd22manish@gmail. com ;
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Assam University, Silchar
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analysis of ici
housiholds al{;eir;(;)r;z?;e and efficiency of small-scale fishing
: Since, the principal occupation of these pe i i '

spec-:lf'icaHy inland freshwater fishing), sustainablfe ?ipvl:lillslfosjll Hsltg;n(cllr;;z
f’f l'1v1ng and hence overall quality of life of the fishing hoilsehold is
lnfixsputably linked with, the productivity and efficiency of fish catch
with respect to catch-effort or labour time spent, along with the income
from it and,_the.income from any non-fishing occupation — say for
example agriculture and allied activities, or other petty businesses

A number of studies have been conducted on smal] scale ﬁshi.ng

hqusehold by the researchers, on technical efficiency of fish catch

negative, the i:n}::act: of the other variables was positive. The index of
resource-use efficiency revealed that fish farmers were not only

ineflicient in the allocation of productive resources but grossly over
utilized feeds. lingerlings, fixed Costs, and labour with an allocative

Vol. 2, 2013 (SCARYJ)

cfficiency index of 0.0025, 0.00064, —0.00017, and 0.00025
respectively. Ajao (2011) analysed the technical efficiency of earthen
and concrete ponds in Oyo State from a sample of 80 earthen fish
farmers and 120 concrete fish farmers selected by using Data
Fnvelopment Analysis (DEA) approach used to analyse the technical -
efliciency of earthen and concrete ponds under the Constant Return to
Scale (CRS) and Variable Return to Scale (VRS) specifications.
Esmacili and Mohamad Omrani (2007) estimated technical,
allocative and economical efficiency of selected fishermen in Hamoon
l.ake southeastern of Iran. Data set applied in the study included cross
sectional data that obtained from 74 questionnaires, completed among
Sistanian fishermen in 2004, The average technical efficiency of selected
sample, using DEA approach, was calculated 82.7%. These figures for
allocative and economic efficiencies were 75.5 and 62.7%, respectively.
lohanis Hiariey et al. (2012) explored excessive fishing capacity is a
core issue in marine capture fisheries. '
Alternatively the parametric statistical approach, which is
known as a stochastic production frontier analysis (Aigner et al., 1976;
Aigner et al., 1977; Meeusen and van den Broeck, 1977), may appear
to be appropriate for examining the relative technical efficiency of
firms exploiting renewable resources because of the involvement of
the stochastic characteristics in the production process (Kirkley et al.,
1995, Sharma and Leung, 1999). There has been considerable study
to extend and apply this approach from literature reviews such as
Stephanie Szakiel et al. (2006) on Measuring Capacity in
Commonwealth. To measure excess capacity, bioeconomic models
and nonmetric indicators are considered to provide the most useful
and cost effective results for policy makers. A frontier production
lunction approach is in widespread use to assess the productive
efficiencies of firms in many industries. For the fisheries industry,
however, the application of this approach for assessing the relative
technical efficiency is still limited in reality (Kirkley et al., 1995;
Sharma and Leung, 1999). Sharma and Leung argued that it is partly
due to fisheries management authorities seem more concerned with
the biological aspects of fisheries resources rather than with the
economic performance of fisheries, and the difficulty in collecting the
required data as well. Similar study of (Khem et al.1999) examines

3
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the level and determinants of technical efficiency for a sample of
domestic longline fishing vessels operating in Hawaii in 1993. The
(Wo approaches have their own merits and demerits in the analysis of
technical efficiency, but no study has been conducted on technical
efficiency of fish catch by using corrected ordinary least square (COLS)
method in literatures survey. This study is trying to measure technical
efficiency of fish catch using COLS approach, the logic of the estimator
was first suggested much earlier by Winsten (1957).

‘The main objective of this study is to analyse the technical
efficiency of fish catch of Sone-bee] fishermen in Karimganj District.
Also, the study sought to identify the factors that may affectin technical
efficiency of fish catch. The study also attempt to suggest some policy
suggestion to promoting efficiency of fish catch and thus to improve
the standards of living and overall quality of life of fishing households
living around the Sone Beel in Karimganj district. The issues of over
fishing or over concentration of catchers in the area due to rapid
population growth among fishing households are deliberately kept
outside the purview of the present study. '

2. Material and Methods

2.1 Modlel specification of technical efficiency

The production frontier represents the maximum output attainable for
cach input level given the state of technology. Firms operate either on
a frontier (they are technically efficient) or beneath the frontier (they
are technically inefficient). The technical efficiency (TE) in production
refers to the achievement of maximum potential output from a given
amount of factor inputs, taking into account physical production
relationship. The technical efficiency (TE) of an individual firm is
defined in terms of the observed output (Y,) to the corresponding

frontier output (Y,*) given the available technology. This could be
¢Xpressed mathematically as:

A i e
The Stochastic Frontier Production Function (SFPF) isused to analyze
the productivity and technical efficiency of fish catch. But this study
mainly applies corrected ordinary least square method (CLOS) in order
o measure the technical efficiency (TE) of Fish Catch.

Vol. 2, 2013 (SCARIJ)

Least Squares Regression Based Estimation of Frontier Functions

In most applications, the production model, f (X, B) is linear in tl;e
logs of the inputs or functions of them, and the log 01_° the Ol}tput varw}b e
appears on the left hand side of the estimating equation. It is convenient
(0 maintain that formulation and write

Iﬂ.}fg = a+ﬁXi+8i

where €= -u, and x is the set of whatever functions of thc? inputs enter
the cmp:irical model. We assume that ¢, is randomly dlStI’lbl.lted acrol.js
firms. An important assumption, to l_)e dro_ppcd later, is that t i
distribution of ¢, is independent of all variables in U?c model. For cux::gt
purposes, we assume that ¢ is a nonzero _(negalwc) mean, const

variance, and otherwise ordinary regression dzsturbance_. The as'sumpFlons
thus far include £ig |x | <0, but, absent any other special conmderatx_ons,
this is a classical linear regression model. The model can thus be written

Iny, = (a+ E{Sl]} +BX, + (85 - E[Ei}) =a +BX; +¢g;°

This defines a classical linear regression model. Normality ofd the.
disturbance is precluded, since £* is the difference between a ran ;)hm
variable which is always negative and its mean. I\Jonet}.leless,l f;
model’s parameters can be consistently esumajted by ordinary h;(a;l
squares (OLS) since OLS is robust to non non?xahty. Thus, thf: tec S
parameters of the production function, wah the exception o .
constant term, can be estimated consistently, if not efficiently b.y (9) d
If' the distribution of & were known, the parameters could be estimate
more efficiently by maximum likelihood _(ML). Since the const?nlz telrrg
usually reveals nothing more than the units of measm:emlent of t ; ﬂ:ei
hand side variable in this model, one might Wonder whelher-all of this
1% much ado about nothing, or at least very little. But, one mxgk-lt arguf
that in the present setting, the constant is the on!y.parameter of 1nte;::}:ls t
Remember, it is the residuals and, by construction, now E[HJIE] :_1
are the objects of estimation. Three approaches may be taken to
X : these components. 53 : :
“ m“mh': al::-vkunlv l?lc constant term in the model is inconsistent, any
information useful for comparing firms to each other that would be
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conveyed by estimation of u from the residuals can be obtaiﬁed di

: _ rectl
from the ordinary least Squares residuals, .

& =lny, - o -pX, = —ulﬁ[ul]

Where, B is the least squares coeffici

constant and x,. Thus, for examp

WIS€ consistent estimator of
exp(e‘.)/exp(em) estimates

TE; exp(E[w,]) _ TE,

TEexp (E[u,])  TE,

ents in the regression of Iny,ona
le, e, ~ €, 15 an unbiased and point
U,— u,. Likewise, the ratio estimator

siz'nply ignore the frontier aspec
with the results of QLS. This does preclude any sort of estimator of
TE or of E[u], but for now, that is not consequential
Since the only deficiency in the OLS esti R .
i mates is a displacement -
of the constant term, one mj ght proceed simply by “fixing’ the regression
model. Two approaches have been suggested. Both are based on the

Qcots = @” + max; e,.
All of the COLS residuals,

Ceors =€ —max; e

Satisfy thf: theoretical restriction. Proofs
COLS estimator, which require only that i
Fr(ijm the population U, plim min uj =
and Greene (1980a). The logic of the esti

e Ja). Tt timator was first g
much earlier by Winsten (1957).A lengthy application with an gftiz;fg
1o panel data appears in Simar (1992). In spite of the ‘methodological

of the consistency of this
I a random sample drawn
0, appear in Gabrielsen (1975)
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problems to be noted below;, this has been a popular approach in the analysis
of panel data. (e.g., Cornwell, Schmidt, and Sickles (1990) and Evans et al.
(2000a,b).)

2.2 Data

I'he study is based on primary data. The data has been collected in a
household level socio-economic survey covering all the 6 Gram
Panchayats surrounding the-Sone Beel by using a well structured
pretested schedule by employing the direct interview method. The
lotal sample size (fishing households) covered in the present study is
50. A representative sample is preferred in the present study rather
than a purely random sample. Detailed information on fishing effort,
fish catch (nominal), fishing equipments, area of pond, alternative
occupation and earnings from them, and all relevant socioeconomic
information has been collected through the survey. The tools as described
in the study are employed to fulfil the objectives already outlined.

2.3 Model construction:

In this study the production function is assumed to be specified by a
linear production function assumes perfect substitutability between two
inputs. First of all, technical efficiency scores were calculated. The results
of the first stage were used as dependent variables in the second stage
and the technical efficiency scores were regressed against a set of
explanatory variables. & : ' ]

The inputs used to calculate the technical efficiency score were
labour hour and pond area (bigha). As labourer only household
members that were involved working in fish catch during the whole
year were considered. Pond area is considered as an important measure
of input in fish catch efficiency. :

V=B +B. XD+ B(X )+,

Where,

¥ = Value of fish catch of output measured in rupees.
\, ~ number of labour hours

V. total area of pond operated, measured in bigha



_ Pond size (X ’ 1395875
Adj, R 0757461
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/1, = intercept, P, P,= parameters to be estimated, = random variables
identical and normally distributed with zero mean and constant variance
N (0, 8%,

Technical efficiency is the measurement of fish farm success in
producing maximum output from a given set of resources (Farrel, 1957).
Certain non-input exogenous variables are assumed to influence firm level
technical efficiency. The efficiency effects variables considered in the study
are: non fishing income, education in year, family size. This is defined
mathematically as: :

Where, TEi = technical efficiency of the i-th fish farmer

Ln= natural logarithm

Z,= Non fishing income

Z,= farmer’s educational leve] (years of schooling)

Z.= Family size (person)

a_ = intercept, 4,72, = parameters to be estimated, e = error term -

3. Results and Discussion

Table 1: Technical efficiency of fish catch using corrected ordinary least Square method (COLS)
of Sone-bee] '

variables coefficients

-67.49636
9.636676

t-value
-0.17635

1.638651
1.019365%

Constant
lab-hr value X,

F-statistic

77.51484
2.015408

D-W statistic

Note: * indicates significant at | percent.

Table 1 In order to be able to estimate the potentia] contribution of
physical inputs to the level of fishing output, we estimate the linear
production function using ordinary least squares (OLS) method. It
reveals that the coefficient of labour hour is positive but insignificant.

8
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I'he influence of labour hour is mostly impact on techmca'l efficiency
ol fish catch. It appears to be one of the importfint variables. And
coellicient of pond area is positive and highly 51gn'1ﬁcant at 1 percen}:.
It has also a positive influence on techn?cal efficiency .of ﬁ.sh i:‘atch.
I'rom a pure statistical view point, the estimated regression line fit the
data well. The value of Adj, R? is 0.75 which Sh(_’“fs the'1t the explanatory
variables explain about 75 percent of the variation in catch effort o

the fishermen.

Inble 2: Techmical efficiency model of estimates

i Variables ~ Coefficients t- value
| Constant -5.28018 ' -1.30657
Nan lishing income (Z) 0.28506 -0.53332
Farmer's educational level (7,) -0.76437 . -1.80486**
Famlly slze (Zy) 5.850101 6.59229*
' Adj, R 0.556712
| Source: fleld survey, 2012, * and **Significant at l%an.d_l[]% level respectively.

Technical Efficiency Model Estimates

lHere technical efficiency scores were calc_ul.ated ﬁ.rst then the crlesults
ol the first stage were used as dependent variables in the secon stagft:‘
aid the technical efficiency scores were re-grgssed against a set 0ld
explanatory variables such as non fishing income, edu.catlon, a;ll
household size. Estimated parameters in the techmcz?l efﬁc_:lency mo I;ee
revenl that the coefficient of non fishing income is ejstlmated.to_ :

negative; the income from other than ﬁshi'ng activities a;;@n% 0(;_ |
households has a negative impact on efﬁqenpy.- The coe oo o
eduention in this study is negative; suggesting that_hous;h;lciils w:Ch
high level of formal education operate.meﬁ.icmntly m.thelr ﬁlsldcilrh :
activity, there 1s more diversification in this oc.cupz%tlonaI. eld. :

coethicients for household size have a positiV.e sign, 1mply1ng that; €
hemmehiold size has a positive impact on technical efficiency. The value
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of Adj, R? is 0.556 which shows that the explanatory variables
(determinants of socio-economic factor) explain about 55 percent of
the variation in catch effort of the fisherme ;

Table 3: Summary statistics of respondents' Characteristics

Variables ‘Mean SD _ Minimum Maximum |

"Non fishing income (Rs) | 3430 938.7356 2000 6000

Fishing experience 1422 8271638 3 35
(years) i

Educational level (years) | 6.08 1.849876 3 10
Age (years) 36.72 8238882 35 55
Household size (persons) 55 0.835096 2 7
Pond Size (bigha) 1928 0.958536 1 55

Source: Derived from Field Survey Data, 2012

Summary Statistics of fish Farmers

The summary statistics of the farmers are presented in Table 3 above.
The mean value for age indicated that the average age of the farmers
was 36 years with age range of 25-55 years represents an active
productive age in fishing. There is no age restriction in going into
fishing in the study area. Also, the average household size was five
persons while the average farming experience was fourteen years. The
fishing experience was measured by the number of years the fishermen
had been involved in fishing activity. Clearly, the skippers were highly
experienced, with an average 14.22 years of fishing experience. The
farmers had about 6™ standard of formal education on the average.
The low level of education might be due to the Ppoor economic condition
and the location of the study area in this region. Household size was
low; on average, there were 5.5 persons per household with a range of
4-7. With an average pond size of 1.928 (bigha) the farmers were able
to harvest approximately Rs. 3638.3 of fish value.

10
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Fable 4: Frequency Distribution of Technical Efficiency of Fish Catch Production

Range frequency Percentage
20-30 4 3
3040 0 | 0
40-50 : & 8
50-60 s - 2
60-70 | F TR
70-80 10 ; 20
80-90 3 N 2
90-100 7 14
Total ' 50 100

Mean technical efficiency: 66.88%
Maximum technical Efficiency: 100%
Minimum technical efficiency: 23.52%

Technical efficiency estimated is tabulated above. The above table
shows that the technical efficiency ranges from 20% to 100%. A
technical efficiency measure of 100 indicates a complete efficiency
use of the inputs included in the frontier function specification with
mean technical efficiency estimated to be 66.88%. The maximum
numbers of fishermen have technical efficiency score (22%) 50-60,
whilst 46 percent of the farms have efficiency score between range
/0 and above. whilst 54 percent of the farmers operate with efficiency -
level with indices between 20 and 70 ranges. The predicted me'gn o
fechmeal efficiency is estimated to be 66.88 percent. This indicqtcs
thit on the average, fish farmers catches about 67 percent of the
potential (maximum) frontier output, given the present s_tate of
technology and input level. This means that about 33 perc_en:: -qf
technical potential output is not realised. Therefore, the possibl!lt}f
ol increasing fish catching can be achieved in the short run by adopting
the bt fish catch practices. ' '

11
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Figure 1. Percentage of Technical Efficiency Scores for small-scale
fishing households '

25
| # Percentage of fishing household

20
20

15

10

Percentage of Fishing Household

20-30 30-40 40-50 50-60 6070 . 7080 80-90 90-100

Range of Technical Efficiency for small-scale fishing households

Figure 1 provides frequency distribution of the estimated technical
efficiency scores, relative to the best practice frontier scores is depicted
in figure above. It can be seen that the majority of fish catchers have
a technical efficiency score of 50 to 60 (22%), followed by 20% of
fish catchers with efficiency scores of 70 to 80. While the zero level
of the observed cases (0%) have technical efficiency scores of 30-40.
The fishermen that had a technical efficiency score of 80-90 or above
Just accounted for just 26%. In summary, the majority of the catchers
have an average levels of technical efficiency of 66.88 percent and
there is potential to improve the technical efficiency (productivity),
given the state of their technology and resource conditions.

Vol. 2, 2013 (SCARJ)

4. Conclusion and Recommendations
I'he study shows that sone beel fish farmers were technically inefficient
it the use of productive resources in fish catch activities. Majority of
the fishermen are lying below the efficiency level. The results obtained
from this study have shown that the average technical efficiency level
I8 about 66.88%. This implies that the fishing productivity level is
substantially smaller than what the fishing households could have
achieved had they used productive factors more efficiently. The
coefficient of labour hour was statistically insignificant though it has
a great influence on fish catch whereas area of pond size was positive
and statistically significant at 1 percent. This implies the size of pond
in fishing is important to improve the level of efficiency. From the
efficiency model it is observed that formal education and non fishing
income of the fishermen reduce the level of efficiency and there should
be more technical education and training facilities so that new age
lishermen will get more benefits from this occupation. In addition,
the results show that the household size is associated with high
technical efficiency of fish catch. It is also found that stock of fishes
pradually declining as more number of fishermen engaged without
maintaining proper guidelines. Fish farmers are facing several
problems in their fish catch activities. These problems or constraints
negatively affect the efficiency of fish catch in the study area.
Based on these findings, the study provides evidence to increase

lish catch efficiency through reduction in technical inefficiency by
promoting and encouraging fish farmer’s association to interact and
exchange ideas between the old and young farmers and experienced
and less experienced ones. Because increasing technical efficiency -
would result in the growth of production without increasing costs,
which lead to reduce poverty. At the same time, pressure on the
environment would be checked. In addition, as the poor tend to be
more efficient, income distribution would improve as well. Increasing
technical efficiency thus supports all three pillars of sustainability. -
I'he study recommends further work to specify a stochastic frontier
el which permits a more general structure. A more comprehensive
sty could also be considered using frontier analyse w1th large sample.

13
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Displacement and Identity Crisis: A Study of Anita
Desai’s Baumgartner’s Bombay

Dr. Anita Konwar

Introduction: '

Displacement is a key term in postcolonial theory which applies to all
migrant situations. It refers both to physical displacement and a sense
of being socially or culturally “out of place”. Migrant literature focuses
on the social contexts in the migrants’ country of origin which prompts
them to leave, on the experiences of migration itself, on the mixed
reception which they may receive in the country of arrival, on the
experiences of racism and hostility and on the sense of rootlessness
and the search for identity which can result from displacement and
cultural diversity. It is possible to distinguish the ‘emigrant perspective’
of the migrant whose main focus is backwards to the country of origin
from the ‘immigrant perspective’ of the migrant who is reconciled
with the prospect of permanent residence in the country of arrival.
Anita Desai is one of the prominent writers of Indo-Anglian literature,
Desai has written several novels related to the theme of migration,
displacement and the identity crisis of the protagonist.

Objective and methodology:

Baumgartner 5 Bombay, an important novel by Anita Desai deals with the
displacement of Ba gartner, a Jew from his homeland Germany to India.
It is the racial hatred of the Nazis for which the Jew had to escape from
Germany to India seeking refuge. Displacement :nd identity crisis are
important issues to be examined in the novel. Heing a member of a
marginalized race, Baumgartner’s identity is endangered not only in
Germany, but also in India. The objective of this paper is to analyze the |
effects of displacement and identity-crisis faced by the protagonist in an |
alien country. The methodology applied in the paper is analytical method.

Assistant Professor. Dept. of English, Sonari College
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Ananlysis: : .

I iterature has always been concerned with the questions about 1den.t1ty.
(haracters confront their identity and identity is defined by various
vombinations of their past, the choices they make and' social forces
(hat act upon them. Jonathan Culler comments, “theljary Works
¢haracteristically represent individuals, so struggles about identity are
struggles within the individual and between individual and group:

- vharacters struggle against or comply with social norms and

1

expectations.”  Culler’s comment is applicable to Baumgartner"s
struggle for identity in Baumgartner s Bombay. .I?.aum'gartr.xer Is
compelled to leave his homeland because of the political situation in
Clermany. He comes to India in search of sheltf:r. The sense of
belonging to a common homeland and the unifying experience 9f
displacement have established the bond of Baumgartner with h}s
community. Being displaced from the origin, one undergoes _tmumatlc
experience and has to struggle to adapt oneself to the new environment.
Yet one cannot forget one’s roots. In the innermost self, there is always
i nocret desire to return to the origin. Though Baumgartner he'xs set out
in wearch of his new identity, he is not able to forget his ngxsh self.
Stuart Hall defines cultural identity in terms of “one shared
culture, a sort of collective ‘one true self’, hiding inside' the many
other, more superficial or artificially imposed ‘selves’, w}?ch people
with a shared history and ancestry hold in common.’ 2 Cultural
(lentities reflect common historical experiences and shared cultu_ra.l
¢oddes which provide the Jews as ‘one people’ with s-ta!)le, u.nc:h.anglr_lg
and continuous frames of reference beneath the shifting divisions -of
thelr actual history. The oneness underlying all other superficial
differences 1s the essence of ‘Judaism’ that is realisg:d by BamgMer
at the erucinl point of his life. Baumgartner wants to experience and
shure this identity with his community in this unknown area. Having

been dinplaced into the margin, he could experience the.trauma of

marginalization, While staying at Germany, Baumgartnt_ar did pot.have

fs4 s h out hig separate identity from the Gem. Rac1a.! pre;uchce_ of

e Clerimins has taught him to examine his identity in the blnaf'y relation

ab sellather He feels the need to search out his own con_nmumty here.. _
Fhoigh Baumgartner tries his best to adjust hlms.elf1.;o Indian

cotbiiire ks nel 50 easy Tor him., His comp__lexion marks his difference

17
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from the local people. During the world war the Jews were totally
devastated; they had few choices to make. In Germany they languished
in the concentration camps and in India they led an imprisoned life in
the internment camps.

Accepting-but not accepted; that was the story of his life, the one
thread that ran through it all. In Germany he had been dark-his
darkness had marked him the Jew, der Jude. In India, he was fair-
and that marked him the firanghi. In both lands, the unacceptable.
(Baumgartner s Bombay, p.20)

The sense of ambivalence and lack of belonging in the new location
leads to Baumgartner’s identity question. The labels of 4 Jew, a German,
or a ‘firanghi’ frustrate his attempt to adopt this country as his new
home. He tries to accept the alien culture as his own, but ke is not
accepted by any culture. He is in search of his identity beyond racial
bonds. Though he is willing to accept India as his home, he is quite
disillusioned because of his mistaken identity as European. He is not
only geographically and culturally isolated but also estranged from
his language. His exile makes him aware of his cultural alienation and
he consciously broods over his Germanness.

Life in exile may be a voluntary one or in some cases it may
become a circumstantial factor as in the case of Baumgartner. Edward
Said writes, “The pathos of exile is in the loss of contact with the
solidity and the satisfaction of earth: homecoming is out of question,”

Baumgartner is also a rootless wanderer in India who is unable to find

a space of his own. His state of exile captures his psychological and
emotional effects of loss and it is related to his sense of rootlessness,
the loss of his bearing in the world. Edward Said says, “Exile is
strangely compelling to think about but terrible to experience. It is the
unhealable rift forced between a human being and a native place,

between the self and its true home: its essential sadness can never be {
surmounted.”™ In such a pressurized situation he tries his best to adjust |
himself'to his physical and social environment: “It seemed desperately |

important to belong and make a place for himself’-’(93)._His physical
traits happen to be an obstacle to his much needed identity.
As Baumgartner undergoes different kinds of sufferings,
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balllement and disillusionment, he develops an insight and self-
confidence to reconcile himself with his present condition. Moving
i 10 voluntary leave-takers, the expatriates live a life of perennial
outsider and their alienation awards them a special fluid space wherein
emory can intervene to create unreal and often distorted imagf:s.
While he was a prisoner in the internment camp, the painful memories
ol his childhood disrupts the peace of his mind. He is worried about
his mother. In the internment camp in India he faces hostility among
the “alien outsiders’. The Jews remain aloof from the Nazis in the
camp. They are excluded from most camp duties as the N_az.i§ among .
the Germans are in charge of the camp along with the British. The
prower politics again works here as the Nazis want the Jews to do the
menial work for them. But the Jews decline. Being a Jew, Baumgartner
finds the attitude of the Nazis rather intimidating. He keeps all th‘e
information regarding the situation of the Jews in Gmy, thf:_xr
disappearance, the labor camps, Nazi propaganda etc. while he tries
to build a defensive barrier against it. Sl ‘
After his imprisonment is over, he comes to his apartment in
IHira Niwas. There is no chance of his going back to Germany. So “he
would have to accept India as his permanent residenoe”(132). and he
has 10 find his new identity in India. Hugo suffers from an c:_nstc'ent_lal
problem. In Germany, he is victimized and in Indiato?, he fallg a wctu:n
to circumstances. He is cheated in business partnership by Chlmanlal’s :
son after his death. Being deceived and isolated, Baumg.art.net_' s
luneliness is intensified. Baumgartner struggles throughout his life to
bieak out of the cocoon of his own culture to adapt him.s?lf to the.new
cultural environment and to attain self-respect as the citizen of a new
lund. His search for roots seems to be a journey from one state of void
i+ mnother, His death at the hands of a German boy symbolizes th.e h‘aglc ;
tute of (he Jews under the Nazi rule. Even India could .n.ot provide hlm
the saleguard. He has to suffer through the great political upheavals,-
bl i Clermany, before the war and later in India. Though Baumga:tncr
feiedd hiin bent to survive in his new home, his tie with the ongmal. land
wan 1ot broken, There was the surge of an overwhelming nostalgia for
& lost astdgn, for past, There was the desire in hil‘{i to retun} to that lost
sttgin when he remembered the happy days with his mother in Geljma.ny.
He walits to e one again with the mother, to go back to the beginning
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but this return to the beginning is like imaginary in Lacan that can neither
be fulfilled nor requited. The splitting of identity and the lack of order
and stability in his life leads to anxiety and a sense of futility. The
intermingling of cultures can no longer provides comfort for
Baumgartner, so he could not severe himself from his root. As there
was not a favourable atmosphere to have a sense of belonging to the
new setting, he faces uncertainty at every step of his life that promises
no stable cultural identity that he seeks.

Conclusion:

Displacement may occur due to different reasons. It may be deliberate
on the part of the immigrants or it may be a compulsion. Whatever the
reason may be, displacement leads to enormous strain on the psyche
of the immigrants if the alien situation proves to be hostile. In
Baumgartner s Bombay, it is the circumstantial compulsion for the
protagonist. Baumgartner 5 Bombay shows the negative effect of racial
prejudice. It is because of racial discrimination, he is doubly victimized
in the hands of the Germans. Racial identity enforces racism,

- ethnocentric bias, class hatred and it establishes the unalterable

boundaries between individuals. If human beings could rise above
racial bias and learn to respect others, the man-made boundaries would
collapse and the trauma of exile would not be felt.

End Note:
i Jonathan Culler 2
OUP, 2006) 111

i Stuart Hall “Cultural Identity and Diaspora,”Contemporary
Postcolonial Theory: A Reader, ed. Padmini Mongia (1966;
: London: OUP, 1977, 2002) 111.
i Edward Said - :

- Reflections on Exile and Other Literary and Cultural Essays
{London: Penguin, 2001)173. :

v Edward Said op.cit., p.173,
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Manuscripts preservation in the Satras of Majuli

Nijumoni Changmai' & Dr. Jyotirekha Gogo;?

1. Introduction:

Preservation is the process of keeping an object safe from harm or
loss, damage, destruction or decay and maintains it in a reasonably
sound condition for present and future use. Satras are the Assamese
Vaishnavite monasteries for religious practices. These great
Vaishnava monastries were founded at the initiative of the Ahom
- kings of Assam in the middle of the 17™ centuries. Satras is an
institution which motivates the minds of the people through ritual
performance to realize the existence of God, They are places where
the vaishnaces dedjcate themselves to serve God and also preach

manuscripts. Majuli a subdivision of the Jorhat district in Assam
and situated between 26°-25° and 27°-12° North latitude and 93¢.
39°and 94°-35°East longitude, is well known as one of the largest
river island in the world that immensely deserve the glory of a
global heritage site for its unique scenic beauty and the cultural
creativity of the indigenous communities that the island has
nurtured since antiquity. Majuli Island is almost an Island of the
traditional Assamese life and culture. The indigenous art and crafts,
the music and dances forms, and the food and dress habits of the
indigenous Assamese have considerably survived the stress and
strains of time and circumstances of Majuli.

Research Scholay of Ph.D,, Dept. Library and Information Science,
Singhaniyva 1 Iniversity, Rajasthan
Assamese | Yepartment,
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Where fogs, thunderstorms and dust rising are the characteristic
Itatures of weathers. Besides, in these region hazards of manuscripts
patticularly the environmental factor has been affected by temperature,
lwimidity, water and such other damaging agents. At present 40 (forty)
Himbers of Satras are present in Majuli. Although, four well knowr_l
Aateas, namely Auniati Satra, Garamur satra, Uttor komolabari Satra,
and Chamuguri Satra are situated in Majuli and the social and cultural 2
process in the island are by and large oriented towards these Satras.
4 the other hand the immigration and settlements of the other
“ammunities over the centuries have significantly affected the
demographic complexion in almost all parts of the valley. -

!, Classification of Satras:

Satras in Majuli are found in two distinct types — Monastic with
it celibate immates (kewalia/udasin bhakat) and the celibate pontiff
(udlasin adhikara) or celibate pontiff with house holding immatffs
(grihi/grihashthi/vishyee bhakat) and House holding ( grihi/
irihasthi), with house holding immates (vishayee bhakat) and _houge
holding pontiff (grihi/grihashthi/vishyee adhikare) of the monastic
sittras, the big ones, Auniati, Dakhinpat, Garmur and kamalabari
(Uttar&Dakhin) and Bhugpur are situated in the Majuli Island.
Fhene monastic satras being the ideal representative of the kind,
aie most well known and influential in the _society.

1O jectives: _ o

% o trace out the need of Manuscripts preservation.

% To study about the various factor and causes that
may damage and destroy these manuscripts.

% lo create a public awareness for preservation of
viluable manuscripts.

t Methodology |

Materials for writing the paper have been collected from
Corns sses, which can be broadly divided into (a) literary cum
ristssieal and (B) Beld report and personal observation.
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5. List of Manuscripts preserved in a few Satras of Majuli : |

: |
5. 1 Uttar Kamalabari Satra: Uttar Kamalabari Satra is a part of

Kamalabari Satra. There have more than 80 numbers of manuscripts
'here we mention only a few numbers of manuscripts -

Mahabharatar Yuddha.
Mahabhagavata.
Rukmini Haran,
Janma Rahashya, _ }
Bargeet. _ | .f.
- Kirton Ghosa, : : |
Padma Puran. : : ?
Nam Malika , . 5
Ratnawali '
Bhakti Pradip
Bali Chalan :
Syamanta Haran _
Bhuyan Bonsar Utpatti Charitra Puthi, -
Karuna Badh, : i i
Siva Parvati. etc s

|
!
|
|
i
\
i

D O0DO0OO0OOOODOOEROOC D

5.2 Auniati Satra: Auniati Satra’s frst satradhikar was Niranjandey
‘who was established likely in the saka year 1575-76.

Kumar Sambhav. Bt .
‘Mahapuja Bidhi.. i D
Dasam i
‘Sundara Kanda Ramayan.

- Kirton Ghosa.

* Hari Chandra Akhyan
Anadi patan.

- Bhakti Ratnawali.
Babrubahonor Yuddha.

- Satrunjay. X

©coco0oco0o0o00o0o0
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53 Chamuguri Satra: It is a Bangaon within the Salmora.mauza,
¢ hakrapanideva established this Satra in the year 1585.

Sri Charit.

Namghosa.

Nam Malika.

Bhaktti Ratnakar.

Janma Rahashya.

Hamdoi Montra.

Sarbaroga mantra Nidan
Adikanda Ramayana.

‘Rukmini Haran Kabya, @
Guru Charit by Ram Saran Thakur.
54 Garamur Satra: It was earlier established in the Salmara mauza, -
il now within the Kamalabari mauza. It’s founder satradhikar was
Lakshminarayandeva. It was established in the year 1657-58.

2 Q0 O 0 0 C QO 0 0 C©

Bhagavata ix canto.
“Dasam 6copies.
Ramayana 3 copies.
Gita.
Lila Mala.
Kalia Daman Nat.
Krishna Lila Nat
Ayurveda Nat.
Puja Bidhi.
0 Kriya Bidhi.
0 Sruti. : it
Ihe above mention Satras preserve many more manuscripts

G0 O 3 GOS0 OmD

- s those listed here with. Atleast, when [ visited the satras in the

e A010, 1 eould count as many as 95 usable manuscripts on various
sibieet Hhese usnble manuscripts may be classified into two categories
1 tenns ol date, some are very old, as old as 300-400 years, while
seisie wihers wre quite new. This shows that the art and culture of
s s wiiling in these Satras continued since the beginning and
HH 3T esiivuly : '

thaigh, there 19 0 huge number of old manuscripts in the Satras
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of Majuli, a considerable amount of manuscripts have been destroyed

in various reasons. Most of have them have been destroyed by fire,
water and insect. Other important causes of destruction of Assamese
and Sanskrit manuscripts are natural calamities, humidity, chemical
causes and the ignorance of proper preservation of manuscripts.

6. Types of material for Manuscripts:

- Various kind of material used for wrote the manuscripts .These

- were-Clay, Papyrus, Plam leave, Bark, Wood, Bone, Stone, Paper,

Sanchipat, Tulapat, and Leather etc.
7. Access;ioning- of Manuscripts s

- One can perform the act of reasoning, unless one possesses
power of accessioning. Accessioning helps to convert unorganized
thought and impression into recognizable patterns. So accessidning
of manuscripts is more important for the Satras authority, library, or
any other institution. An accession register has following culomns:

® Accession number.
" - Date of receipt of manuscripts.
* Title of manuscripts.

= Author.
* Date of Manuscripts.
* Language.

~® Particulars of the source.
~®  Material of Manuscripts.
* Size of folios.
~®  Serial No of folio..
® Condition of Manuscripts.
* Complete or uncompleted manuscripts.

< Price, .
= Particulars of the bill.
® Remark etc.

On the other hand, some manuscripts are collected and others
are donated by someone to the Satras, Importantly the Satra’s authority

Vol. 2, 2013 (SCARYJ)

ul the nume and address of the person who donated it to the Satras.

I hiere wie w0 many other manuscript are scattered in the area. If there
Wil e @ nurvey regarding it, a large number of manuscripts can found.
Aecuine il there are some manuscripts keeping by some Assamese
winiily. They are preserving it by themselves and do not want to donate
i Bevause they think it that if they donate it somewhere, it may misused
b may not preserved properly. In this case, classification and

ataloguing is also important for proper save.

B lassifiention:

1he Satras authority has to find out a method or scheme of*
Jassifivation which suits the nature of his collection and clientele.
Hetire the logical scheme of classification were originated books in
tharien were aranged either by there accession number or alphabetical
i by et anthor or title of manuseripts, language, publisher etc.

o atalaguing

B b gttt onganizing human knowledge in Satras. It is

st b kg econds b osuch o manner that they may be readily
destibied oented and examined, Classification defines the place of a
fsesment un shelves The eatalogue in o guide map of document of a

iy /St and any other type of institution,

HE Mesd of preservation of Manuscripts:

e i function of Satra’s is to collect and preservation of

Sasdedpe for its dissemination to all. Its conservation for posterity is -
S mportant duty of a public library. Because books or documents
§ e the Wi Blood of @ opreat thinkers of the past and present. They
L sepseaent the life long Inbors and research undertaken by the scholar.
& Hefiee the lnvention of paper and printing press, scholars were begun

S e s ierent wiiting materials.  The process of manuscripts
Sttt s abanions and contly, The developed countries like England,
Amietes, Sletmany and French have tried their level best to preserve
S s sssispts and documents not only for their country but for

is not recorded properly from where these manuscripts are collected § ¢ ¢ tes i These we a type of evident from the printed
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manuscripts repositories on a large scale. These repositories have the.

and are not issued to the research students and ancient writers of the
~ subject only because either they are in a very brittle condition or they
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catalogue of the library of world that we are the biggest producer of
manuscripts on aspects of human knowledge’s. We could not save our.
most of the cultural heritage due to our backwardness. On the other
hand the foreign rulers, travelers and writers have taken away the most,
valuable manuscripts and documents and translated them into their
own language and we are still unaware about these manuscripts. Due
to political and religious upheavals a large portion of manuscripts hasi
been destroyed. : '

In present time, government as well as NGO, has set up the

distinction of preserving such old books and manuscripts which help
in linking the ancient history of India in one complete chain. In most.
our repositories, it is seen that manuscripts are kept in close shelves

are very rare. We should get them repaired, microfilmed and make
available to the readers and research student. We have lots of
manuscripts and documents in our religious places like Temple,
Mathas, Satras etc. It is very sad to say that some manuscripts are
destroyed by insect and time. In ancient time our ancestors were totally
unaware about the manuscripts with which they could save their

historical documents and valuable manuscripts. There are some

enemies of manuscripts and other documents for which preservative
measures should be taken. - ; ;

11. Factors influencing the preservation:

A Insects:
Insects
* 2

v ' v v ¥ ¥
Cockroaches  Book warms and Psocids Whiteants Slverfish Firebrats

B. Rodents: -
Haflents

Water : Fire
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H. 1 Influence of the climate conditions :Temperature and humidity

Manuscript materials are affected by high temperature, too high
anl 100 low humidity, dust and acidic gases in the atmosphere and
silight, These materials kept in a hot and dry climate become brittle.
i the presence of excessive humidity paper often tends to crumble
Al become damp. Extreme variation of temperature in many places
i Ansam, also effected flexibility of these materials.

More lemperature and humidity may cause the growth and propagation
O3 pents as well as a variety of fungus commonly known as mildew.

1.2, Atmospheric Pollution : Acidic gases and dust :

The presence of acidic gases in the atmosphere, especially
stlphur-dioxide and sulphurated hydrogen in the polluted air on paper
il wther writing is also accelerated by exposure to sunlight certain
eolours of paper, fabrics etc. fade and become fragile under the action
al divect sunlight. :

£ Frecaution against these insects :

t Insecticidal powder like DDT or spray insectic'ides like .ﬁip'd_r 3
Mt all place frequently at the dark comer wall’s beneath and at"
the back of the rack and almirah. : ' FeR

. Maphthalene is a good deterrent to insects and should be kept 7
dmung manuscripts or other reading materials on'sh_elves.-_ Ao

#i Huts and mice are most common pests among the rodents. For
preventing rats and mice from entering the room all joints between .
the partition walls and main structure should be effectively sealed.

i Bhmnpnens, stagnant air, sunlight and hot and dry climate bring
ahinit the deterioration of manuscripts. Deleterious influencing
sgenis can be minimized by avoiding rooms which are dathp,_
sipiapetly ventilated and dark. A dry, well ventilated suitable
s s esded for proper keeping of manuscripts. '

¢ Eepssie o manuseripts to direct sunlight regularly will make
st yellow and brittle. Exposure of manuscripts even if
dstsp sliiedt sunlight should be avoided. Similarly manuscripts
shiiuid e B el Lo direct heat. '
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vi. Accumulation of dust among manuscript is unhygienic and i +seni civilization .The wisdom and knowledge in the page of

favours the growth of mildew. Using of electrically operated unuscripts are being gradually forgotten, with the result thiat the
vacuum cleaner is an ideal method for it. e vunltidence in our capacity and potentiality which have been kmt‘il.ed

vii. Manuscripts should be handled with care. If care is not observed | !t 114 by the knowledge of our past ac}-ﬁ('even}ents, lacks thf_= requisite
2 in handling the manuseripts; all endeavours for proper !#ilition to rest serve them from their inevitable destruction. T}}es_e :

~ preservation and storage will be vain while removing the |* #l{itully rich manuscripts we must preserve for our future generation.
manuscripts from shelves or almirah, these should not be dragged out - {he manuscripts of specially acquired and properly_ org?mzed. Old

from their places. Instead, these should be lightly lifted with both hands | #*#iiscripts have social, educational, cultural a-nd historical value. It

and also care being taken that other manuscripts will not disturbed. | *#!1e¢t# the ancient civilization of human beings. These valuable

Csanuaeripts should be preserved not only for present generation but

13. Repair of Manuscripts : “ 1t uur future generation also. Collection and preservation of

The most recent method o.f preservation of lhanuscripts and | aiscripts should not be the main aim of Satra. These mus.t be used.
- documents is by lamination through machine. This is a costly process | * "!h#twise, their hidden message will remain at the folio of the
and the National Archive of India uses this process. Hand lamination | f##tiscripls itself. :

is also possible by an expert mender and binder. Before laminating a
manuscript the quality of ink which is use in writing the manuscripts *
should be considered. In this connection it is suggested that if the ink

Hibliggraphy
of manuscript is faded, microfilm or Photostat copy should be taken.

t Marcel Dekker Encyclopec_l.ia of Library and Information

Besides all these method there are other means of protection Science. New York.

of manuscripts by hand repairing, chiffon and tissue the paper etc. In

. : : ; Savmah, T, . Auniati Satra Buronji.

all these methods the b}ndf{r should see the ink u.sed In manuseripts. © | wimi, H.C . A Descriptive Catalogue of Assamese
In case the permanent ink is used the mender will simply loose the Manuscripts.

| sheet -of a manuscripts and-we_t. them in ordinary _Water and wi.ll apply 4 b agetialic A bation S Teby
chemically prepared adhesive past over the leaves of manuscripts and Material. MLIE-101.
keep a piece of chiffon at one side and same process \f\_rill adoptcc_l ol . 4, yal, 1 K. History of Assamese Literature, New Delhi.
the other side of the leaves. In case ordinary ink used in manuscripts Sahitya Academi, 1978, pp 14-15, 17-80.
mender will use foil and acetone as adhesive. In this process: good Bara Hom . Assamese Literature, New Delhi, National

quality of tissue paper should be used. In repairing "muscﬁpw on Book Trust. 1965, pp s42-48, 49-50, 77-85.
palm leaf and brick bark. In case the palm leaf or brick bark is not

available rag paper can be used.

Conclusion: o % K

At last, it is prudent to any that, it is our duty to collect and
preserve the manuscripts from their inevitable destruction. The loss
and destruction of manuscripts is a great loss for the nation as well as

30' i
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Women Empowerment through NREGA : A study  instiiment in facilitating economic and social transformation.

based on Ghilamara qun_ Panchayat Objeetives of the Study :

Lucky Chetj ! 10 evaluate the role of NREGA in the process of economic
¢mpowerment of the rural women and its impact on decision
making process of the rural women workers within their family.

sensitive to working conditions of women workers as it advocatef ¢ Hey belong fo the different i e L
providing accessible worksite (within 5 K.M of workers’ residence)f *#H R live (he positive attitude in the Lol bl
Créches for women with children below 6 years and above a]l and = F O Cosieation facilities and bad economic condltl(gn hampered
gender parity of wages. Given the active interest and participation off * #E# Slialin Iteat of 30% workers were illiterate,28% read up ik
women in NREGA, the act has undoubtedly the potential to be a majo s‘-_eu:i é!_muh:;;ii ;in“» Tm:u'rﬁ read up to ten standard and only 2%

; EHEREEEZ e ER LR AT ;

T Empowerment is an active, multi-dimensional proces ['tll examine the role': of NREGA in the social transformation
i which enables women to realize their full identity and powers in al “II I'h“‘ rural women in their society. _
y spheres of life i.e. social, economic and political. Above all it 10 assess the extent of awareness regarding the government
(i indicators of empowerment, economic empowerment of women anf programmes.
il most essential. Economic empowerment seeks to alter the economif
- status of women by attacking the forces which cause gender divisigf Methodology : _ i
of labour, gender gap in wages, lack of control for women over thej Keeping in view the specific set of objectives, a field study
material resources, emphasizes development of women’s skillg *## carrled uul: On the basis of'ran.dom sampling method 30 women
promotion of their savings and investment and enlarged economi "1#ieluries “l. NREGA under.Ghtfamara Gaon Ii’anchgyat selected
opportunities. It is true that most of the rural women are busy with'n B inferview, l"lcld_ study, Official Documents and interview schedule
the family performing household activities and as a result, they ang #ivided as the primary sources. Qn t}le other hand, secondary data
always dependent on their male counterpart. That is why , they are ng| * !¢+ 1¢¢! from books, journals, Periodicals etc.
able to take any family decision, So, it is obvious that unless womet
are empowered economically the whole process of empowerment will * ' #tional field of Study : : g
remain futile. In such a situation, the Govt.of India has brought a raj Hhe present study is related to NREGA and its contnbutmp
of hope in the field of economic development for the rural womeg ' ¢ emipowerment of rural women. The mve_stlgator selected 9 No.
- through the NREGA. The NREGA has been passed for securing thy Lihtlamara Gaon Panchayat as on operatolonal ﬁeld' {zf study.
livelihood of the people in rural areas by guaranteeing 100 days of ' /i Gaon Panchayat consists of 1 3 villages and it is one of
employment in a financial year to a rura] household. The Act waf ' #its ol Local Self Government of Lakhimpur District. Ghilamara
~ notified on 7* September 2005. The then Prime Minister of India haf ' *## /' litvar is o part of Ghilamara Development Block. There
. - consented to launch the NREGA op 2 February 2006 for the firg #* *#10ua communities ol'peop!e living together.900 NREGAwork(?rs
[ ! ~ phase of 200 districts. While providing employment, it has to ensurg “* 'l dder the panchayat in due course of my study. In official
'll“l \ that at least one-third of the beneficiaries are women. The act if *F 7 et e 10% women workers and rests of the workers are
#h '.Ill

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Sonari College, Sonari.
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Table 1 : Age wise distribution of beneficiaries.

Sl No Age Group No. of Respondents | % of the Total -
1 20 - 30 8 1
2 30 - 40 14 47
3 40 - 50 5 16
7 50 - 60 3 10

Table 1 : Shows that majorig/ of women workers are below 40 years and they are able

ﬁri_lize their youth force.

Table 2 : Occupation details / Distribution of beneficiaries.

SL No | Particulars No.of Respondeﬁts % of the Total
1 | Seasonal Agricultural labours 12 40
2 | Daily wage. earners 8 27 :
3 | Agricultural and Allied activities 8 27
4 | Cutting, Knniting and Weaving 2 6

groups.

It is found that after joining NREGA, the economic cond|
tions of the workers have been improved and the standard of living ¢
the workers has also increased. The positive impact of the NREGA |

- Table 2 : NREGA is providing opportunities for the various type of occupatio

that most of the rural women have formed a habit of savings for

family benefit. They are also able to look after the family throug
financially. As a result, the women workers got self confidence, abl
to express them, questioning the government authorities about the vaf

ous Government Schemes ete. On the other hand, NREGA has e
abled the rural women to influence in the decision making procef
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within the family, which we rarely see even in urban, educated and
warking women. It also creates social mobilization among the women
i the society. The women workers have realized about the bad im-

- (et ol easte system, now members belonging to all the castes mingle

fieely, meet together, share the experiences and work together.
It the beneficiaries expected some changes regarding the imple-

- teniation of the government programme. Payment of wage should be
- o time. There should be co-operation between authority and the workers.

Findings :

| Most of the beneficiaries belong to the age group ranging from .

10 1o 40 years. eid g

All the beneficiaries are belonging to the below poverty line.

1 Majority of the women beneficiaries are married and they are
from nuclear family. -

1 Out of the 30 respondents 12 respondents illiterate, 10 respon-
dents studied up to ten standard, 1 respondent studied up to
F.5 and rest of the seven respondents were seven standard.

3 The decision making capacity of the women workers has been
increased and fairly attained equality in family matters.

fi Social mobility and free movements within and outside the
village has been increased. s

{ Mujority of the women beneficiaries have developed the habit

ol suvings either in the post office or in the bank.

£ unelusion :
Wainen are an integral part in every society but in real sense this
st al the nociety has always been dominated by the male counter- -
gt Il areas, it has been seen that majority of the women are
depeiudent upon their husband in the field of economic.. That _is why;
#hies have not the equal right within the family matters. But the act of
SHELIA s able to change the condition of the women not only in-
Sassily bt aleo in the society. It is true that the programme has bf_:_en :
subtered centain drawbacks but the ultimate goal of the NREGA is
e peterable : _
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Analysing the Barriers of National Integration in Assam
with Special Reference to the Problem of Insurgency

Lindy Goodwin

Introduction: : S
The phrase national integration was used by Pt. Nehru in 1961.
Literally ‘integration’ means to make up a whole out of different parts.
It In synonymous with wholeness or completeness. The process of
Integration is the process of bringing culturally and socially discrete
gioups into a single territorial unit and the inculcation of a sense of
liyalty, belonging and identity to that unit. The word integration was
Adlided to the preamble in 1976. National Integration means bringing
ahout social, economic and cultural differences within a tolerable
tange. It implies doing away with interstate prejudices based on lin-
#iistic and cultural differences. National integration aims at foster-
i and increasing respect and affection for those belonging to other
eiilfiral and ethnic groups. The phrase ‘national integration’ has a
speulal significance in case of North-east India. In no other state or
fegion in India does such a variety of tribes with individual languages
il eultural differences co-exist together. Assam though one of the
stuies of north-east, reflects on its own this huge diversity in tribes,
“iilfires and languages. Being one of the most important states of the
foith-east Assam faces an acute need for national integration. Even
Hhaigh the formation of the composite ‘Assamese’ culture and lan-
giige has to a large extent removed some of the differences between
e different tribes and ethnic groups, however national integrationis
+#4 44 be fully achieved in the state. Earlier it was simply the cultural
diftsrences which stood in the way of integration, but now the barri-
45 b hational integration have assumed a complex political charac- -
8 with the interests of many at stake. National integration is further
abstinted by specific individuals or groups who manipulate the sen-
Heseits af the people in order to suite their own selfish ends.

Sssistanl Professor, Department of History, Sonari College, Sonari




- Autonomous movements, Language differences, Immigration of for-

- be put on the problem of insurgency in Assam as a barrier to national

- not only a motivator but also a means for other agents standing in the
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There are a number of identifiable and not so easily recogniz-
able factors that operate against national integration. By and large these
factors are expressions of self-centred groups with vested interests’
and work as under currents not coming to the surface. Some of the
barriers which can be easily noticed and labelled are-

i) Casteism
ii) ‘Communalism
iii)  Linguistic differences
iv)  Religious Fanaticism
V) Regionalism
vi) Social disparities and
vii)  Economic disparities efc. : ;
In the case of Assam even though we can observe similar barriers but
they have assumed slightly different forms owing to the many ethnic
groups present in the region. Through this paper an attempt will be

mespeianelse nd shudy, the, differont Setriontpd revoul Y ii-.m farin in the context of Assam.The main barriers of national inte-

tional integration in Assam like Casteism, Communalism, Ethnic and.

eigners and last but not the least Insurgency. Special importance will

integration. Insurgency has since ages tormented this region affecting
its development and economy and preventing national integration,
Insurgency has become a burning problem of the state and serves as

- gtation in Assam are as fo]Iows-
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Methodology: .
Hie methodology employed in this paper is the descriptive method. A
“tuly of all available primary and secondary sources relevant to the
te4pte hian also been carried out. ;

Hisvunsion: : : S

14 iany respects, Assam can be said to be a perfect replica of India
Bl o i smaller scale because of the presence of different, ethnic,
selighonns and linguistic and tribal groups living together in the region
i weniluries. Assam has never been a land of a single nationality or

- latighiage at any point in time. The population of Assam consists of an
~iiEimixture of Mongolian, Indo-Burmese, Indo-Iranian and Aryan

#aven These difference though a splendid example of diversity have
staually emerged as obstacles in the way of national integration. As
sentioned carlier though there are some common barriers in the way
sf fational integration, these barriers have assumed a slightly differ-

£ & gmmininalism- 5

Communalism is a problem which is not specific to Assam
#lite I tuct it is one of the gravest problems faced by the whole of
fsekis sinee ages. India is a predominantly Hindu country with a gener-
sus pplation of Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and Buddhists. Com-

way of integration of the state. The paper will also attempt to put
forward certain recommendations to overcome these barriers and pro-
mote national integration in Assam. : A

Objectives: . i :

The paper hopes to achieve certain objectives which are as follows-

i) To identify and study the different barriers obstructing the pro-
cess of national integration in Assam. :

i1) To focus specifically on the problem of insurgency in Assan
as one of the gravest barriers obstructing integration.

iii) To suggest certain remedies to combat and overcome these

barriers in order to make the dream of national integration a
reality. i

38

sl vlashes between Hindus and the other major religions have
Hess sasnimon in the Post-British period. However the clashes between
Hisdus and Muslims have been much stronger than those w1th others
ssd e vased many disastrous events in the past. The Muslim popu- -

fstias i India grew during the medieval period when the country was = .

£5 sl lwige ruled by Turko-Afghan rulers. Even tho_qgh du'e'ito thg .
thesal seliglons views of the Mughal rulers a syncresis came about

setesn the Hindus and Muslims which was reflected in various fac-
i= o siety, however the indigenous Hindus could never accept the
SEashins an thelr brothers and viewed them essentially as foreigners.
fhe Bisslin pupulation oo on the other hand was manipulated by
cedi st Bl elements which served to further widen the rift be-

39




- Muslim as Asamiya Muslims and said that they are an integral part
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tween the Hindus and Muslims. Moreover the politicisation of con
munalism has further served to worsen the problem. The concepts {
Hindutva and Islamic brotherhood has exploited the religious sen
ments of both communities and given them an ugly form. This
resulted ini a long series of severe clashes over the years which
stood in the way of national integration
~ InAssam too communalism has severely crippled the procef
of national integration. It may be noted that Islam was never taken y
as an alternative to Hinduism in Assam. This was because Assam
hever a part of Mughal India. The Muslim community in Assam
 established as a result of the settlement of war prisoners taken durir
the Turko-Afghan and Mughal invasions of the region, the settling (

- @ number of Muslim priests who had come to the region to spre

their faith and infiltration of a few Muslims when Kamrup-Kama
came into contact with Bengal and Gauda. These Muslims howe
merged so well with the Assamese society that they could hardly
distinguished from the Hindus. Dr. Leela Gogoi has referred to the

Assamese nationality. However the majority of the present day Mu
lim population in Assam has been formed as a resuit of immigratig
of Non-Assamese Muslims to Assam. Hence the Communalism b \
rier in Assam is seen to be very much similar to the barrier posed |
Immigration of foreigners to Assam. The number of Muslims in tl
bordering areas of Assam has gone up to such an extent that the
cannot be accounted for merely as their natural growth, Muslims i
migrants in Assam are predominantly posing as a threat to the cul

and language of Assam. The immigration of Muslims from the a
joining East- Bengal or Bangladesh has been continuing since decads
now and is posing a serious threat to the indigenous inhabitants of {
border areas. Communal clashes in border areas have become fj

quent and increasingly violent. The main reason of the clashes beif
encroaching of territories by the land hungry immigrant Muslims w i
is the homeland of the indigenous tribes on one hand and threat

language and culture on the other. In fact the encroachment of impy
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giail Muslim population that the Assam movement was launched in
H979 and continued till 1985. Security agencies in India reportedly
H8ve information that about fifteen militant Islamic organizations are

| apsiating in the state, of which three (viz., Muslim United Liberation

Hgets of Assam [MULTA], Muslim Liberation Army [M_LA]—fpr-
#eily known as the Muslim United Liberation Front of 'A_ss;!m
IMULFA], and Islamic Liberation Army of Assam '[ILA_A_]) are :qul_te”
“ung The very establishment of these organisations point to com-
#nalium in Assam. There is a very thin line between communal
elashes and ethnic conflicts in Assam. The clashes which-;have oc-
sttt 1 very recent times between the Bodos and the immigrant
Auialing has been described as communal clashes at the national level.
4l sume try and describe them as ethnic conflicts as well since th'e
Hilisn hinve been for a long time occupied in a struggle to protect their
stislelly. However it can be said that even though the Bodo-Muslim
slashen might have an ethnic base to them but they are essentially
sessiinalistic, Communal clashes were also noted in Assam aﬁ:c':r
HE paitition of Bengal in 1905, during the language movement in
1980 The Nellie massacre of 1983 can also be cited as an example of
sasstinal disharmony ete. So it can be seen that communalism has _
sxistad wnd developed in Assam in the British as well as post-inde-
getdeiee perlod. 1t continues to pose a problem to national integra- .
e I Assam even though it is sometimes disguised in the form of -
sthasle atiupgles and clashes. : e

i Edhnie and Autonomous Movements- -

" Fthnie movements in India are minority movemen_ts,
SF thase who have distinet culture, language, etc. who feel that
they aie geographically isolated, socially and economi_call’y_
stz and politically ignored. Ethnic movements and eth--
s eaflivts wre a wide spread phenomenon, found in many parts.
e world, hecause many modern nations included many dis-
b sthnle gy sips within them. But, when a nation fails to intg—-
giais. ethnie ghoips conthicts arise, ‘Ethnic identity’ consists of
;ﬂtﬁi&rt_ué #iiieness ol the group, which is distin(.:t frqm
m “Eihaleliy” s generally understood as an objective and

i




‘Assam. While the Assamese people are concentrated in the Upper

‘Cachar hills. They have their own dialects and cultures and they do
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subjective expression of ethnic identity. Today we find ethnic "

movements, where ethnic groups are trying to consolidate their
identity. This arises when the dominant group imposes restric-

feel threatened, insecure and discriminated. As mentioned ear-
lier the population of Assam is an intermixture of Mongolian, Indo-
Burmese, Indo-Iranian and Aryan races. A considerable number of
people speaking Bengali and other languages and dialects also live i

Assam, the Bengalis form the majority in the three southern districts
of Assam, namely, Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi. The Karbis
and Dimasas live in the hilly districts of Karbi Anglong and North

not identify wholly with the Assamese people. Besides these hill tribes,
there are many plain tribes spread throughout Assam. Although plain
tribes, like Deuris, Tiwas, Sonowal, Kacharis, Mech Cacharis, etc,
are assimilated into Assamese nationality, a few like Boros, Rabhas,
Koch Rajbamshis, etc. maintain their separate. There is also a mixed
tea garden population composed of people originally speaking Hindi,
Santhali, Oriya or Tamil dialect. The desire for a distinct identity
among the ethnic groups resulted in a number of movements demand-
ing autonomy. There are around eight separate autonomous councils
in Assam presently. Movements for separate states or autonomy on

the part of different ethnic groups are today common in Assam. The
fact of belonging to one group often gives rise to fellow feelings an

sentiments. Factors like the desite to preserve one’s culture and tradis
tional institutions, preventing them from being assimilated with the
dominant culture, fear of being deprived of what is one’s due and
exploitation of resources by outsiders make such sentiments stronger:

Along with such factors of ethnic identity formation, a crisis is cred

ated by politicisation. The very crisis arising out of cultural, €conomie
and linguistic deprivation grows and develops into a conflict throug
political interference. As the meaning of the term indicates,
politicisation itselfis not a negative concept. It helps the ethnic groups
lo grow conscious of their existence and rights. But over-interferenc
of politics in the phenomenon of an identity crisis makes the situation

42
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#ae The present situation of identity crisis, social formation and
150wl slib-nationalism is to a great extent due to political orientation
i the wrong direction. Politics of recognition and representation has

Hohs T th group or groups making the ethnic groups"L'“ stitnged the growth of the ethnic groups’ demand for a distinct set

s sl h renults in the formation of sub-nationalism or a nation within
= satlan. The role played by politics in the desire for identity does not
=t With the moulding of public sentiment in a definite direction or
sasth ol the demand for separate identity or autonomy by each ethnic
stangs It continues throughout the process of conflict which is an off-
=it ul the aspiration for identity. The conflict arises out of depriva-
s sellangertion. It is politicised by the elements that are unable to
it i snlution to the till today. One of its main reasons is the policies
sl aetions of the government. The State response to the Bodo,
“essiwal Kachari, Rabha-Hasong and other movements is bureaucratic.
Hhe Badoland Accord and declaration of BTC is an example for such:
Hiteaucralie behaviour of the state.

il Language differences- _ :

Iiven after the separation of the Bengali-speaking Sylhet,
“aasin twmained a strikingly multilingual region. According to. the
5t pual-Independence population census in 1951, 56.7% of Assam’s
popslation was Assamese-speaking. In Assam’s hills and valleys,
seuple spoke other “indigenous” tribal languages and dialects apart
S Assninense, But the first challenge to the idea of Assamese as the
state & olficial language came from the Bengali speakers who in 1951
s i 16.5% of Assam’s population, including a large number of
sttt refugees from Sylhet as well as almost the entire population
~f sk Valley. Their protests were soon followed by those of the
eligsniie tribes of Assam hills. Linguistic differences in Assam led

1S58 Intercommunity tension and even violence. Riots broke out
B e Assamese politicians tried to push through with the Official
 snesage Wil ol 1960, making Assamese the sole official language in
88 Bwa valleys. Riots on a lesser scale broke out again in 1972
~ 88 e local university tried to introduce Assamese as the sole
ot ol dnstruction in Assam’s colleges. In both instances, there

=8 sialent vontlicts between the ethnic Assamese and Bengali
SHEE feaulting in large-scale deaths, police action, and state
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repression. In 1960-61, it was decided that Assam would have not or
but two state languages—Assamese in the Assamese-dominate
Brahmaputra Valley and Bengali in the Bengali-dominated Bard
Valley; the 1971 compromise allowed for a continuation of Englis
teaching alongside Assamese in Assam’s colleges. Languag
differences continue to plague Assam and pose as a major hurdle {
national integration especially in the districts of lower Assam whej

the population of migrant Bengali speakers is gradually growing posir|
as a threat not only to the Assamese language but also to other tribj

indigenous languages.

i) Immigration of Foreigners-

national borders. India has been a country which has been receivi
immigrants from its neighbouring countries since the ancient pay
However it was only after the partition of India and Pakistan and Indi
and East Bengal that the words ‘immigration’ and ‘immigrants’ ca
to have a considerable national and political significance. Assam
one of the states which is most affected by the problem of immig;
tion of foreigners. This is because the nature of immigration and in
migrants entering Assam are essentially illegal. In most cases )
immigrants enter Assam from some well-known points of entry in g
organized and planned manner. They usually take the help of the
local contacts—sometimes people of their own villages settled f
Assam, or even Indian brokers or middlemen who make money B
way of getting them transported to their places of destination and pr
viding them with “official” papers as proof of their Indian citizenshi
It seems there exists a well-knit network thorough which migratig
takes place. The role of the early settlers coming from the same v
lage or district of Bangladesh is important in getting the late-imn
grants settled and economically rehabilitated. The migration of f¢
eigners into Assam is not a recent phenomenon. It is very difficult|
say who actually constitute the indigenous population, for almost g
groups living here seem to have come to this region from differe|
places, at different points in time. The Kirats belonging to Mongolol
race had migrated from the western part of China and speak Sing
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Hletan language. The tribes like Bodo, Garo, Rabha, Deuries, Misings,
St Chutias, Dimasas and Koches (Rajbongshi), Lalung and
Hajung belong to this race. The Kaibartas and Banias from Drav-id_ifani
f808 e to Assam from the Mediterranean coast. The Aryans from

| * wtumslan race are said to have migrated through the Gangetic Plain

#4 this repion, as early as in the 1% century AD etc. The integration of
#itlie north-castern region into the British India gave a new direction
i1 the process of immigration. The British rule encouraged the immi-
gtatlun of people of different provinces into the region for its own

- fussins, Ay the Assamese were initially reluctant to learn English, the

Hiltish brought along with them many English knowing Bengalis to

S - itk wa clerks, lawyers and other professionals. But the migrations
The word immigration means moving from one region or proy.

ince to the other. It is usually used to illustrate movement across intef

thal lok place during the British period, apart from creat_ing the ground
8 vultural and linguistic conflicts, generated competition among dif-
fent wroups for new economic and political opportunities thrown

| s o the public by colonial rule, At that point of time the natives’,

#ll sthmie groups existing prior to the British rule, did not fgcl.ﬂne%p.«f
il by (he tribal people from other provinces who came to work in

| e tes plantations as wage labourers. But they became highly appre-

esaive of the educated Hindu Bengalis, the hardworking Muslim
Hetgall peasants and the enterprising Marwaris, who entered the bu-
——" agriculture and business respectively. The ‘natives’ wlm .
seslid wot compete with the new immigrants, began to worry about
dsssination by these new immigrants in all spheres. So it can be said

st e problems which immigration create have a deep history. How= .

£488 1 feeent times the number of illegal migrants entering Assam
e the sstwhile Bangladesh is not only creating changes to the de- -

sy and language, but to the identity and culture of the indig-

“4iuis tthen alao, Ethnic tension and violence between the migrants -
st digennun people is on the rise and the situation is being wors-
s i by iy The government negligent attitude towards the mat-
o Bas Bl cauned the situation to deteriorate. The Assam Move-
siest fatiw b (197985 raised its voice against this very p_mblem.
Faseiet b due politicisation of the matter the movement was not
sHe 8 s hleve hundred percent success and the problem continues
S8 e gresent day. The Indian state’s mishandling of this is_sue-..dem—
sastaatadd 1 the algning of o formal accord—The Assam Accord of

an




- harm to the very groups that they were formed to protect. The
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1985—which was a complete non-starter from its inception, con
pounded the sense of discontent and alienation in Assam’s socief
The Assam Accord’s much-touted creation, the Illegal Immigran|
Detection by the Tribunal (IMDT) Act of 1985 failed to detect mof
than a thousand-odd illegal immigrants in the next 25 years. The Al
is imposed only in one Indian state, Assam, and it has not been
pealed by the central government, in spite of repeated demands froff
civil society, opposition and students’ parties, and in spite of publi

interest litigations. These cemented the belief that the Indian state h

- turned a blind eye on what the locals believed as “unbridled” illeg
- immigration from Bangladesh. it

The Problem of Insurgency in Assam- Insurgency is usuall
defined as an armed rebellion or resistance movement against a co
stituted authority. Assam has been plagued by the problem of insu
gency since many decades. The many reason for the presence of

surgent groups in Assam is a protest against the government of Ind
for not according Assam an equal status with the other states of Ind|
and for meeting out second class status to its citizens, The insurge
groups of Assam demand sovereignty and a free nation. Even thoug
majority of the insurgent groups in Assam were formed to secure th
individual interests of the respective groups they were associate
However they have long strayed from their original aim and now cau|

most important insurgent associations in Assam are the United L
eration Front of Assam (ULFA) and the National Democratic Front
Bodoland (NDFBY). Inept handling of the situation by the Indian sta
at the center, cross-border patronage, and access to sophisticated s
arms and light weapons made Assam’s graph of violence and civilj
deaths rise. The Assam agitation has prepared the ground for the i
of militancy in Assam by provoking national and ethnic identitit
The dreaded ULFA, which dared to challenge India’s sovereignty ov
Assam, was only an offshoot of the Assam agitation. The birth of UL
showed the way for other ethnic groups to float their own milita
outfits to realise their demands. Today in addition to ULFA, ma
other militant organisations like Bodo Liberation Tigers Force (BLTH
Karbi National Volunteers (KNV), Dima Halam Daoga (DHD), Unif
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Feuples’ Democratic Solidarity (UPDS), Koch Rajbangshi Protection
Fiiee, Rabha National Security Force, Muslim United Liberation
Hgeis Amociation (MULTA), etc, are active in Assam. Apart from
Hese Aunnm-based militant outfits, a few other militant groups active
# e hordering states, such as NSCN (K), NSCN (I-M), People’s

¢ it Liberation Front (PULF) and National Liberation Front (BNLF),

5 huve their bases in Assam. All outfits claim to be working for
gestEnting the interests of their respective communities. Their avowed
g4ls vange from protection of the interests of the ‘natives’ from for- -
g8 nmlgrants to formation of autonomous district/state and cre-
#4681l soparate state within the Indian Union to complete secession
#4 the Indian Union. Initially many of these organisations maintained
“#= selationy with the communities they claim to represent. But in
FsEsE Ol flme they moved away from their own people, their activities
Hesig nthing 1o do with the interests of the people they claim to serve.
5 sailler recruits to the extremist organisations believed that their
SeHuilEs were meant to promote the interests of their people, but many
A6 sk g 10 militant activities either for adventure or for making quick
Fsks These militant outfits resort to all kinds of methods, including
ststis tion, killing, extortion, ete, to-collect money for conducting their
Ssiities Usnally it is the businessmen,tea garden managers and big
Sisissetiie who become their targets. But at times even school teach-
=5 gt Buslnessmen and government employees were kidnappedand
Bbii= B figeen wore demanded from their family members or employers. -
Fane sstvad Hllegal eviction notices to several poor immigrant peas-
s Haking advantage of the upsurge of nationalist feelings in the af-
St of the Kangll orisis, the army and the government managed to
S s Bmage of ULIA and NDFB by projecting their links with ISI,
5 88ape Ao the operations of the Unified Command, the ULFA and
“HIEH Bave ahifed thelr camps to Bhutan and Bangladesh, directing
S apmeationg from (here, While going ahead with the army opera-
S e gveriment |a aluo coming out with sops to wean away both
Sl and the people from the insurgent activities. To project a hu-

S e, sly this year, the government made a shrewd offer of safe

B B militanis who wished 1o see their family members. Even
L gEas talks between the government and the insurgent groups
= St i st ol e surrender of @ number of militants from
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various associations, peace is yet to be achieved. Until the threat (! Hhilugraphy-

insurgency is completely removed till then National integration will § }
only a utopian dream. ' -

Recommendations and Conclusion-

Historically, Assam has inherited a fractured society, dividg
along national and ethnic lines. The growing competition for limit
social and economic space has further intensified the hostilities an
prejudices among the ethnic groups since the colonial period. The prok
lems discussed above are but a brief description of the actual situatig
Unless measures are adopted to tackle and solve these problems ti*
unity of Assam as a nation will never be possible. Certain suggestio
and remedies which may be helpful are mentioned below however the
recommendations are tentative in nature.

i)  Concrete steps towards stopping of politicisation of religio
sentiments between different communities must be taken. T
same must be applied to politicisation of ethnic movements

_ well. ) :

i)  Government must adopt a stringent action plan in order to stf -
the problem of illegal migration into the state once and for g

iii) In addition to the government people also must become me
sensitive to the needs of other communities and groups and §
spect each others differences. NGO’s and other social activil
groups can contribute by creating awareness amongst the peoplf -

iv)  Talks between government and insurgent groups must be he
regularly and concrete decisions be taken in order to pers

them to give up arms and settle matters through peaceful mea

It must be remembered that Assam as a state is unique in the fact th
it is one of the most diverse regions in regards to presence of e
groups, religious communities and languages. Moreover the proble
of insurgency further complicates the entire situation. The process
national integration will not be possible immediately. It may take maj
years before that dream is achieved. The government, political pi
ties, ethnic groups, insurgents association, and the common peo|
themselves all have a responsibility. Unless people put their diff
ences and selfish aspirations aside and come to an amicable sett
ment integration will not be possible.
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he Decolonization of English Language and Studies-
: ‘Ethnicity and rise of Religious Radicalis - The Indian Context
The Security Scenario in Contempora ' A :
North-East India’, article in Religioi : . : Deepanjali Gogoi
Radicalism and Security in South- Asia | e '
Satu. P.Limaye, Mohan Malik, Robe
Wirsing, 2004, Asia-Pacific Center Fd fstssuction _ : ;
Security Studies. India is known to be multilingual and multicultural. This
: Fasnliy hae earned itself the name of being a “sociolinguistic
iasil " hwvause of the multiplicity of languages and dialects spo-
54 4 this country. This is one country which has “forty-seven
{sfgiapgen uned in education as medium, eighty-seven in press,
“e884ly one in radio, thirteen in cinema and thirteen in state
{evel adminintration.”' English in India is undoubtedly an im- °
£ 4l Weitish colonialism. However English language today
g:;'bmkan the shackles of being a “colonial language”. Con-
“idesing the fnct that India has diverse languages and culture
#is langunge has taken on new overtones and is being increas-
North East India’, Department iagly #aed tor communicative and commercial purposes: 'T.:!lis
Anthropology, Dibrugarh Universitf ###¢ fikes an attempt to study how in the process an indig-
Dibrugarh, March, 2007. s#us patiein of the language has been developed which is much
sstted 0 lndlan needs. Gk

o ‘Postcolonial Ethnic Mahageme 1
Assam through the Prism of the Malaysi

www.asianscholarship.org.

‘Aspiration For An Ethnic Identity- Evol
or Created: A Question Asked in the Conte;
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“Tribal Movement for Autonomous State £ty sl secondary sources. It employs the method of descriptive
- Assam’ article in Economic and Politigh 5= uf the duts studied and collected for the purpose. -

Weekly, Vol XXIL No 32, August,1987 §
“The Assamese Movement and the Assameff #8ss asiag |

National Question’ in B L Abbi (ed), Nor ~E i B0t Wit iy house to be walled in on all sides and my windows
East Region: Problems and Prospects. S0k sttt | want the cultures of all the lands to be blown about my
Development, 1984, CPRID, Chandigarh, Bise s fwely an possible. But I refuse to be blown off my feet by
‘Millitancy and identity Politics in Nor st Lislise (o live in other people’s homes as an interloper, a beggar

East India’ article in Economic and Politig
Weekly, 18" November, 2000. = —

Assaciate Prafes, Dhapit uf'!u’rlgftvh, Sonari College
%* &k L :
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or a slave. I refuse to put the unnecessary strain of learning Englisl
upon my sisters for the sake of false pride or unquestionable social
advantage. I would have our young men and young women with lites
ary tastes to learn as much English and other world languages as they
like, and then expect them to give the benefits of their learning
India and to the world. But I would not have a single Indian fo gel
neglect or be ashamed of his mother-tongue, or to feel that he or s
cannot express the best thoughts in his or her vernacular.’?

Mahatma Gandhl

Gandhi way back in 1921 outlined the correct attitude toward

- learning English, using it to our advantage and also in the proces

talked about inter-cultural openness. Today the number of non-nati
speakers of English exceeds that of native speakers. English is
doubtedly the de facto world language. From being the working lan
guage of the Asian Trade Group ASEAN to causing language riot
like the Soweto riots in South Africa this is one language that
achieved a truly global status. Apart from the apparent geographicg
factor arising out of the colonial expansion policy of the British the
is also the associated socio-cultural factor. The language has penetrates
into the media, education, entertainment, and specifically the IT in
dustry. Whenever there is any reference to Global English there is of
the one hand the assumption that the world will speak one language
English and this in turn will lead to Mcdonaldization of culture. Bu
there is now the adoption of English as a second language (ESL) il
many countries where English has become their very own languag
through which they can express their own values and identities, crea

their own intellectual property and export goods and services to othe

countries. ' ;

The spread of English has inevitably led to the diversificatio
of the language. As the world is in transition, so the English languag
is itself taking new forms. In many parts of the world, as English |
taken into the fabric of social life, it acquires a momentum and vita
ity of its own, developing in ways which reflect local cultures 2
languages, while diverging increasingly from the kind of English spg
ken in Britain or North-America. Now we have native varieties of
English termed as “new Englishes” and they are used in their ow
contexts and usage. “The ‘old varieties’ of English, for example, migh

NP
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™ #adlitionally described as British, American, Canadian, Australian,

4w Zealand, etc. the ‘new Englishes’ on the other hand have two
sl fentures, in that English is only one of two or more codes in the
H#gslatic repertoire and that it has acquired an important status in the
issguage of such multilingual nations.” s
In India there is “a continued and schizophrenic debate about
# #atus of English and its role in the region.”™ This debate has its
#4545 1 the Macaulay minute wherein he stated that the purpose of
Esiglish sducation was to produce people who might appear to be like -
issehians bt Fnglish in spirit and of mind and habits. Thus English is a
issignape which was imposed by colonialism in India. But the impact
#£ s sulonial import on Indian minds has been alarming. From nurs-

¢ rv ﬁa,ﬂ to mythology, psychology and specifically in literature the
Fest han ddo

minated. Toddlers are taught “twinkle, twinkle, little star”

s pethaps their very own “chanda mama”. There is also the lack of
istssest I Indian mythology. Literary studies in English were more
Fasestied with Milton’s Paradise Lost than perhaps the “Ramayana”
IO bareca” .
Bl In post-independence India the English language hasbeen =

dsdianiead’ Indin has eighteen major languages and a huge number

4k sthet tongues each of which affects the speaker’s English differ-

sty Engliah [n India today has become an agent of decolonization . -

#Heks suhlen people to access the global economy. In a globalized
S5y 10 be at par with other countries it becomes imperative that

ﬁﬁ S8ty capitalizes on something that would ensure that it be- '

“osses glubally competitive. English endows us with the necessary
“osteny akills to face successfully the challenges of our times.
m fdian writers in English have showcased India to the world |
8 shes proved (hat this language no longer represents the western
=gt of liesary nctivity. As Salman Rushdie puts it, “What seems
& 85 & b happening fs that those people who were once colonized
&5 e langage aie now rapidly remaking it, domesticating it, becom-
s siete sl more relaxed about the way they use it....; a_s_sisted by
i m tatigiage 's enormous flexibility and size, they are carving
st i5ig= testitotien for themaelves within its frontiers.” :

Fest bdepenidence Indian poets in English like Nissim

del,

S Mahiapaiin, A K. Ramanujan, Kamala Das and many others
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have succeeded in decolonizing English and giving it a local flavorss+=stui il oneness of humanity! In his hands, our English came
Initially the novelists of the early decades tried to develop a distinctlys !5+ fi ways that we never would have dreamt!™
Indian voice. Perhaps it is Raja Rao who in his preface to Kanthapurd Aller Lzekiel, there is in the poems of Jayanta Mahapatra and
has clearly brought out the contradictions inherent in Indian Englishis=ssjan u sense of rootedness, the quest for regional and linguistic -
Writing. He says: “We cannot write like the English. We should not. 4ty teaulting from the sense of prolonged decolonization that has
At the same time he says, “We cannot write only as Indians.” stisssdd lidin since its independence. Jayanta Mahapatra received
The novels written between the 1950’s and the mid 1960’s by “shitys Akademi award in 1981 for his poetic volume Relation-
Indian English Writers concentrated on the Indian experience i.e. it covabis+ whitli win considered to be “an outstanding contribution to In-
ered diverse aspects of the land called Hindustan. For example R. Kl & siglish literature for its awareness of the Indian heritage, evoca-
Narayan’s The Guide (1958) was about bogus spirituality. Khuswanff = desctiption, significant reflection and linking of personal

- Singh’s Train to Pakistan (1956} and Manohar Malgonkar’s 4 Bend in+ s iene with race memory”.' Mahapatra’s poems cover the his-

the Ganges (1964) covered the holocaust of partition. Then again Ka# e siyvihs, logends and rites of Orissa. His Dawn at Puri focuses
mala Markandaya.s Nectar in a Sieve (1954) depicted the misery off: & aulterings, hunger and poverty of Orissa. It also gives us an
rural India. Mulk Raj Anand’s Two Leaves and a Bud as the name itself§ =&kt i ilie conditions of the widows who were forced to live a
signifies exposed the exploitative and suppressive economic policies offfs +f austeriiy
the Britishers which aimed at ethnic subordination. “A tea-estate i Hatmanujan’s English poems are included in three volumes—
Anand’s Two Leaves and a Bud is a world within a world that projecty* Swiiders. Kelations and Second Sight. He deals specifically with
ethnic intolerance, suspicion, cruelty and exploitation of the poo
labourers by the Britishers who perpetuate a sort of ‘Internal Colonial
ism’.””” Herein we get an insight into the life of the ‘coolies’ of the teas
gardens of Assam and their exploitation in the hands of the British.

- Nissim Ezekiel as the Bangladeshi academic Kaiser Haq ha
put it “naturalized the language to the Indian situation, and breathed
life into the Indian English Poetic tradition”.® Most of Ezekiel’

4 s Wisiary pant of India. Thus in his poetry he makes use of im-

i ise exvenpt from his poem Warning reveals the stark simplicity
iz sl e
Faveiiy iy not easy to bear
#8s Baddy is not easy to wear

' POCHY'-WaS about urban India, issues of 'alienatibn', love, marriage, S5 Beware, | yay to my children
sexuality, life in the city, integration and spiritual values. A classi Esbsen, lost they choose to be born. e
example for Indian English and how an Indian uses English languag 88 saddei 1o decolonize English studies in India it is imperative

to put forth his ideas is seen crystal clear in some of the poems of#  fidiss Faghish Liternture and Indian writing in English be allot-
Nissim Ezekiel who portrays the realistic picture of Indian Englishi# Sisisent slatus Indian English Literature will aid studen_ts in
The 'followiqg poems exemplify this fact; “A very Indian Poem in# m e louaness nbout their own history, culture, values, tra-
Indian English”, “Goodbye Party to Miss Pushpa T. S.”, “The professor’jf egetds. Horn, fauna and the like. K.V. Dominic, a teacherin
As Thirumalai points out, Nissim Ezekiel made a “clever use off =+ = « tleie af K erala has come up with his own brand of poetry
Indian English as a means to explore the Indian mind and sensibility 3 a@ 8 £ive Wi students a unique learning experience. Given be-
Nissim’s writing is an embodiment of the best of Indian civilizatiofh £ B2 i A Cow on the Lane™':

and tradition. An Indian Jew by birth, Nissim Ezekiel transcended 4 : :

borders and spoke the voice of love and sanity. What insightful obsen I train will leave at 5 am;
vations of our own life and thoughts! What a love for freedom ol filleen minutes remain,

54 o 55

i« fedian expwrlence in his poetry. He seeks his identity in the mythi- - '

.= uf Big fiees, mynahs, snakes, Madurai, a Delhi sundial etc. the
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and five more miles to drive.
Lo, a cow lies on the lane;
the horn sounded stormily.
The cow retorted smiling:

“Don’t disturb my slumber.”

sl langunpes have all enriched Indian English and Literature
4 e 1 the need to encourage the study of this variant of English
£ttaue w8 well ag literature.

Her posture reminds me e Nate o
fH blocking - ' :
o : ' : thg jou?nn:;l ,:;-1 Bh?;]as':’:ia ol 1 snaalal, 12 Managing Multilingualism in India: Political
{ N s seeking kalyanasaugandhika Hﬂﬂ Fngwistle Manifestations. Sage, New Delhi, 2001, p.35.
il - flower for his Draupadi; S8 quolationspage.com/quote/3849. htm _ .
it IR : how elder brother Hanuman : (e Faley, Juseph.(ed) : New Englishes: The Case of Singapore.
pricked his arrogant brother’s ; Stagapore Lniversity Press, Singapore, 1988, p. xi.

bubble of ego and insolence.
“Dear cow, kindly clear the road,”
I pleaded her with folded hands.
“This world is not your grandpa’s.

£ s, Ien) B, ; English as an Asian Language.
Huslilie, Nalman, : Imaginary Homelands. Avon Books,
Hew York, 1980, p. 64.

R e ' B ﬂqln. ' "l"prcword ", Kanthapura. Oxford University Press,
Can’t you fakc another.ro.ute?” s ﬁ_@_* ”ﬂ.m' 1974, p. V : Pl ok
: What she said is right, : al S4islis, MK and Tripathy, Sabita : “ A S_t-udy of .Ezthn101ty i
- Like Bhimasena, my ego crumbled; i Mull: Haj Anand's Two Leaves and a Bucf”mA Crmca{ Re..s'pons_e
_ I drove my car backwards; _ f Mm Eaglivh Literature. Atlantic Publishers and _D1str1butor-s,. :
took another lane and reached : e Bellil, 2002, p, 56,

the station just on time, - Goaie Hiay, Balser  Placing Ezekiel. The Daily Star Web Edition

~ Here the poet has made use of a colloquial style and also ! S 4 M2 47 archive thedailystar.net/2004/01/24/01/
~ corporated the myth from the Mahabharata. Thus we see that Indi AR HO1107 i, '
English Literature has in fact decolonized the English language andif |

e th : ith : ; ; [T #!&muauclnindig.com/febzooflni'sshn.hfml :
i - the process come up with an Indian brand of El'lgllsh- We canTIghilE & &l K 8 (ed) : Twenty-Five Indian Poets in English.
1 say as the Filipino poet Gemino A_bad_once_s,:'al.lzd, “The English S8t i Limited, Madras, 1995, p. 179. :
i '.  guage is now ours. We have colomzed ite0. WL Bmisie, KV "A Cow on the Lane.” Kerala Private College
i o : e S Seher 211 (Junuary 2010): 31, Print. :
Conclusion : iy | B M_ : ; :
. | Il;dlnan English has SIBREL IO OWII, éhd Indian English | 3 S m Sabisukd  “Unglish as a Multicultural language in
erature will leave an indelible imprint on world literature, In fact P S Btssuliueal | iterncy”, www.uri.edu/iaics/content/

guin has come out with a dictionary of what may be termed as “Indlis j MM&N obuyuki®20Honna.pdf. P.77.
wherein it has incorporated some of the most colourful phrases e

Indian English. Indian English comprises several dialects or varieti

of English spoken primarily in India. Indian culture and the vario (iota

56 '
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Norms, Estimates and Trends of Poverty in Assam: s fou [iformation Bureau on 21st March 2007, while the poverty

A Chronological Review
Paranan Konw

1. Introduction - :
Defining a poverty line is the first step in estimating poverty.

consumer expenditure classes. Population with per capita consum
expenditure levels below the level defined by the poverty line is count

as poor. The head-count ratio is the ratio of the population below tl

poverty line to the total population (Planning Commission, 1993:]

and estimates of poverty have been made at National and State leve

for the years

The Planning Commission as the Nodal agency in thi

17

il

Government of India for estimation of poverty has been estimatigf

the number and percentage of poor at national and state levels. Sing
March 1997 it has been using the Methodology of Expert Group 199}

(Expert Group on Estimation of Proportion and Number of Poor)
estimate poverty. According to this method the estimates of pover
are made on the basis of the large sample survey data on househal

~consumer expenditure conducted by the National Sample S
- Organization (NSSO) of the Ministry of Statistics and Progra

Implementation after an interval of five years approximately.
Planning Commission has been estimating the incidence of povel
(since the 6th Five Year Plan). The poverty estimates for the year 19
74, 1977-78, 1983, 1987-88 and 199394 has been released by t
Government of India, Press Information Bureau on 11th March 199
Subsequently, the poverty estimates for 1999-2000 were released by |
Government of India, Press Information Bureau on 22nd February 20()
The poverty estimates for 2004-05 were released by the Government ¢

Research Scholar, Department of Economics, Assam University, Silch
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tssstes for 2009410 were released by the Government of India, Press
SEssalon Hureau on 19th March 2012 (Planning Commission,

5 satiunal poverty lines are worked out from the national level
“e=sdiliiie distribution obtained from the NSS- data on consumer
sessiige and the national level poverty ratio. The national level
~ LS8 ko, on the other hand, is estimated as a weighted average of

i S5t apeeilic poverty ratios. '
poverty line serves as a cut-off line for separating the poor from t}
non-poor, given the size distribution of population by per capifly

Mae apecifically the Poverty Line approac'h has been fruitfully

fay

Eatlinating the extent of poverty (in absolute numbers and in
#apaition), all India and State-wise for rural and urban at different
s of time, Thus enabling single- point rural- urban and inter-
stk assonsments and over time comparisons; !
Faaviding n quantitative framework for research on the magnitude,
distribition, causation, consequences and other aspects of poverty;
Eslaning and budgeting for targeted anti-poverty programmes
sl identifying poor household for the purposes of such
rmned; and : ; '
Ewilviy i eriterin for resource transfers from the Centre to the States
Fesall sl progrmme specific) (Planning Commission, 1993:10-11).

Hhe ddentification of poor constitutes a critical componcﬁt of

i slleviation since these are the families who are targeted for

S5 state msmiatance for income and employment generating

H psiiimes and also forsocialWelfareprqgrathés_.’-’[_he::'-_'_. o
=sigalily does fit mean “uniformity”: the PDS, for instanee,could = - -
=T dunsi-universal coverage, and yet give special

4 dissdvantaged households (e.g. under the Antyodaya

R Bl a o ddentify possible priority g_i_-dups that_Woﬁld. e
4 saetal support (e, ration cards) as a matter of right,

S8 Sther criterdn, such as exclusion criteria or “scores”.
HE By roups can be found in some of the Supreme
= issied by the Supreme Court in the “right to food case”

SR8 Uit f fndin and others, Writ Petition [Civil] 196 of

'3—; Bt e s ol these orders states that six priority groups

At
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are entitled to Antyodaya cards as a matter of right (Dreze and Khera, 2010) |
The Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) and the Ministry of

Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation (HUPA) are nodal agencies iI :
the Government of India for identification of poor in rural and urban area

respectively. Before conducting the BPL census, a commol
methodology for identification of BPL rural households is designe
in consultation with the Experts, Government officials managing thi
rural development programmes and the stakeholders. :

The Ministry of Rural Development has been conducting beloy
the poverty line (BPL) censuses through the State Governments ang
Union Territory administrations in 1992, 1997, 2002 and 2011 [know
as Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC) 2011 that is currentl)
underway] to identify households that were eligible for certain benefit
In 1992 households were identified as BPL directly based on the sel

reported income. In 1997 BPL households were identified based ol

consumption expenditure. In 2002 the focus ‘was shifted from incom
or consumption to socio-economic indicators of well-being’ (Saxen
2009, GOI 2006). '

Since 1992, each time different methodology has been usef
recognizing that the methodology used earlier was seriously flawet
Though the each method claims to be an improvement upon previou
methods, yet, the empirical implications and precise justification ¢
the latest methods are not clear. The emphasis of new proposal sho
be to focus on how a particular targeting method can be develop
and justified, rather than to advocate any particular solution. Proposi
new method is good; but simultaneously we should illustrate how|
select a methodology to target multidimensionally poor household
and how to update that targeting exercise periodically. In practice,
method should be indeedsiple, transparent, objective and verifiabl

- Anideal approach needs to satisfy a range of criteria, of whi
two are pivotal: identification and implementation. Identificati
involves ensuring inclusion of the most deserving households in tl
BPL list. Implementation implies ensuring that the ‘process |
identification is done with as little cost — in terms of labour and time
as possible (Sharan, 2011:256). -

The BPL census or the formation of BPL list is of enorma
importance for both central and state governments. First, to ident

60
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e sl households below the poverty line (BPL) who could be
ssrestad wider MoRD programmes. Second, to provide economic
S5t e P families so that they get an incremental income on a
“siatiabile banin, Third, to give ration cards to beneficiaries who access
i et public distribution system (TPDS) — which entitles them
0% 45 kg ratlon of wheat or rice, depending upon the state. Fourth,
S8 seeeanling Iree medicines, hospitalisation or medical investigations
‘8 gsviinment hospitals through BPL cards (Mehrotra and
Shandes 000D, :

Ata fundamental level, Sen (1991) observes that identification
fepties value Judgements regarding what poverty is. Value judgments
S8 castetized o the choice of variables, weights and cutoff(s) (how
sk 18 snongh). The identification of “Who is Poor’ is a central
st i bath targeting and measurement exercises. If the targeting
“ooiiiss feusen on households, like BPL, then the exercise must
SRR sl houschold in the population as eligible or not-eligible
0 8 pattieului benefit, Key practical challenges in targeting methods
S8 st pn peaple should be identified relatively accurately and the
St B ldentilying the poor should be inexpensive to collect.
1 Slieati should not create perverse incentives for the poor. To
SRS coruption, the indicators should be easily verifiable, and -
S Shssifiation method should be simple and transparent (Alkire
dinl Bath, 20121 0)

i Hilijestive .

S50 S GE S ppet 1 1o show the norms, estimates and the trends of

S s as compared to India since 1973 onwards. Attempts

SRE B e (o review the chronological changes in poverty ratio,

- Lf g ML incidence and depth of poverty in Assam using |
% S sdels i approaches of poverty and inequality.

§ B _

: sl satimation of poverty, the recommendations of
t _ £ it Bl aee conidered. These Expert Groups are the
S e sk Foree 1979 chaired by Alagh, Expert Group

1
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1993 chaired by Lakdawala and Expert Group 2009 chaired by Tendulkat * ¢ /4 Houdeount Index: This index that measures the incidence of
Poverty Estimates for 1999-2000 and 2004-05 by Planning Commissioflt 41 1+ (| proportion of the
were also u-se.d The data of. the Ministry of Rural Develop:mgnt (MoR ) P (y;iz) =1/n Ele[ q.171~
and the Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation (HUPA .
were used for identification of BPL Households during the Five Yealf ¢4t whose per capita income is below the poverty line. When we
Plans of India. : : s w0 the general expression of the FGT indices, then the above
3.2 Measures of Poverty BEIER) Fofiders o
Indices for measurement of Absolute and Relative Poverty are as follow§f = /1« F'uverty (Inequality) Measures
1. Indices of Absolute Poverty - Hhere e wide range of relative poverty (inequality) measures,
1.1 Headcount Measure: Headcount Measure, the proportion of & suslticlent of variation, standard deviation of loganthms Gini
people below the poverty line, is the most widely used and & iﬂﬂh "
olde.:st measure of poverty.-It is popularly known as Headcous Aais) = A/n Zl a./21°
Ratio (H) and sym  bolically expressed as 3 =
H=g/n SSSE Wehavey, = 2y,
Where, : i t % e puverty line and ; is the per capita income of the ith poor.
q=Numbers of persons/households below the poverty line W EpNOn can "".,"“m’”“'ble h
n=total number of persons/households E it = 0 T
== ) ((Z-
1.2 Poverty Gap Measure: The poverty Gap or Poverty Income & hif) =1/ 2‘" L :
Deficit (g), the aggregate shortfall of income (y) of all the podF i elen the same concepts of headcount index as explained by
from the specified poverty line (), is another measure frequentlf® & A Ba

© 0 G Idey This index that measures the depth of poverty is superior to
used in poverty study. The measure is as follows = Sides I provides how far off households are from the poverty line. For
Gi=n-¥ £

- e des we netting a1, we get
Where

[T=Defined poverty line
- ¥;~Income of the ith poor and
g; =The poverty gap _

1.3 FGT Poverty Measures: The Foster, Greer and Thorbecke
(FGT) class of poverty has become the most popular class
poverty indices in the last two decades used in both theoreti

and empirical studies of poverty. Let, see mathematical expressio
of the three poverty measures separately and for their
decomposition by sector or.more generally by group.

According to Foster et. Al (1 984) consider the povel
measure P defined by

P(y;z)=1/nz’xg,*? '
The equation can be generalized to a class of pov
measures as follows

ASNE mz;hx vi/2]'

- eap eai be wiltten as the product of the income gap ratio and the
B8 Gl poverly :

¥ )/E
S8 ey _
L5 b 1 the measure of the severity of poverty. While
0 shes s wevaunt the distance separating the poor from the poverty
S gt g ke the square of that distance into account. It can be -
gting 51 I the whwive equation

|

Bbiast=iin ) i2 - v,/2)"
%g =

Wheie, v, —Ia’qun Yi

62
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4. Results and Discussion

Theil’s entropy measure, income shares by percentiles, deciles
quintiles, Dalton’s measure and Atkinson’s measure.

The poverty line was originally fixed in terms of income/fg
requirements in 1978. It was stipulated that the calorie standard fi
typical individual in rural areas were 2400 calorie and was 2100 cal

Vol. 2, 2013 (SCARYJ)

Iuble 3; Poverty Lines and Poverty Head Count Ratio for 1993-94

- (Tendulkar Committee)
Favurty Line (Rs) Poverty Headcount Ratio (%)
. Hiiral Urban Rural Urban Total
== 16,1 306.8 549 211 518
S 1 281,35 50.1 318 453

Se & uimisslon, 2009:18

Fihlo 4; Poverty Lines and Poverty Head Count Ratio for 2004-05

W in urban areas. Then the cost of the grains (about 650 gms) that fu == ks : (Tendulkar Committee) e
[, this normative standard was calculated. This cost was the poverty Fuaverty Lino (Rs) Poverty Headcount Ratio (%)
" . Bl Urban Rural Urban Total
l In 1973, it was Rs. 49.63 per person per month for rural areas and =W 6,03 364 238 Ty
il 56.76 for urban areas. These figures increased to Rs 115.20 and 1 =i 1] 15788 418 257 372
162.16 in rural and urban areas respectively. Since then the Plani = S anniaion, 2009:17
Commission calculates the poverty line every year adjusting — ] lable 5: State Specific Poverty Lines for 2009-10
inflation. The state-specific poverty lines during 1973-1988 we = h Munihly por capita (Rs) Monthly per capita (Rs)*
follows: i Fu 200910 For 2011-12
Table 1: State Specific Poverty Lines in Rural Areas (1973-74 to 1987-88) =
_ (Rs. Monthly Per Capita) — il Urban St U’ba"_
¥ = S 471 828 1008
1973-74 | 1977-78 | 1983-84 | 1987-88 —3 _1 B £59.6 816 1000
Assam 49.82 | 60.29 98.32 | 127.44 — Sasiss: Planning Commission 2012; Planning Commission 22 July 2013
India 49.63 56.84 | 89.50 | 115.20 © 5 fasbar metlod on Mixed Reference Period (MRP)

Source: Planning Commission

Table 2: State Specific Poverty Lines in Urban Area.s
(Rs. Monthly Per Capita)

ot 1973-74 | 1977-78 [ 1983-84 | 1987-88
| Assam 50.26 61.38 9751 | 126.60
...... _ India 56.76 7033 | 115.65 | 162.16

64

Source: Planning Commission

b - N.B.: The poverty line (implicit) at all-India level is worket
| from the expenditure class-wise distribution of persons and the poverty
at all-India level. The poverty ratio at all-India level is obtained as weij
average of the state-wise poverty ratio. -

A per Tendulkar Committee Poverty Lines for Assam were Rs 266,
rural areas and Rs 306.8 for urban areas with Poverty Head-Count R
54.9 % and 27.7% in rural and urban areas respectively.
in the subsequent years i.e. 1993-94, 2004-05 and 2009-10.

The figures incre

(1973-74 to 1987

|

S50 ad Diiese (2002) present a new series of consistent poverty
e B e ot recent quinguennial rounds (1987-88, 1993-94
: L Easentially, these involve four major departures from
Sstimaten Fient, an attempt is made to ‘adjust’ the 55th-
iates (0 achieve comparability with the earlier rounds.
S5 s oyl price indexes to update the ‘poverty line’
- s b desive state specific poverty lines from the all-India
S BB a il procedure is used to derive an explicit
s jif ﬂ spptupiate pap between rural and urban poverty lines
S e e bnplausible rural- urban gaps that are implicit
festisten) Fawtl, i addition to corrected ‘headcount
E=eeit satimales ul 6 potentlally more informative poverty
Si8 gap den . baeh of these departures calls for
{Hestan aml Dreze, 2002:3731),

a5
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Table 6: State-Specific Headcount Ratios (Per cent)

~ LsBle B Comparison of Decline in HCR according to Different Poverty Lines

Official Methodology Adjusted Estimates Peaudithar Line | $ 1.25 a Day (2005 PPP) | $2a Day (2005 PPP)
1987-88 1993-94 1999-60 1987-88 1993-04 1995-00 Mutsl | Uiban [ Total | Rural | Urban Total | Rural | Urban | Total
Rural Assam 394 45.2 40.3 36.1 354 35.5 Eﬁ i AN 4_5_'|3 52.4 40,7 494 845 71.3 811
India 394 37.1 268 39.0 330 263 il § 107 1372 1438 3616 416 787 | 650 |748
Urban Assam 113 79 735 13.6 13.0 11.8 B 100 208 342 28.98 725 56.7
India 39.] 32.9 241 225 17.8 12.0 a Liian | (3). )
Source: Deaton and Dreze’s estimates based on NSS unit record data from 43™ , 50™ and 55 Rounds i &1 By Himanshu 201 2) after excluding expenditure on MDMS
Table 7: State-Specific Poverty-Gap Indexes L . £ sl poverty data and World Bank POVCAL Net Database
.| Official Methodology Adjusted Estimates S :
. 1987-88 | 1993-94 | 1999-00 | 1987-88 | 1993-94 | 1999-00 & _' tabilen show the decline in poverty based on the different poverty
r ,l"]'f.' Rural f‘sds,am ;‘i g-i 2; g-; . _5”7; 2; = = sl sl whan India separately. Two things stand out here: first, rural
z a 5 : : # 7 i 2 = L .
f )o! T T 15 0.9 5 20 20 19 S8 (exoept when we look at the $ 2 a day poverty line) and is
N India 10.4 8.3 5.2 4.8 37 23 S peroda: 199394 to 2004-05 and 2004-05 to 2009-10; second,
3 " Source: Deaton and Dreze’s estimates based on NSS unit record data from 43% , 50" and 55% Rounds : “ﬂ! i HCR between 2004-05 and 2009-10 has bEen e
e ; = e betweon 1993-94 and 2004-05. This holds true for all poverty
The extent of poverty varies depending on the choice of povel 8w wininl decline in rural poverty of 1.64% and 0.92% in
line. Estimates recently released by the plannin g commission on the basi Iy tuspectively (these figures stand at 1.3% and 0.8%
the Tendulkar poverty line indicate that the poverty headcount ratio (HC ﬁe_ﬁiumlm W wntimates after correcting for inclusion of expenditure
declined by 8% , 4.8% and 5.7% in rural, urban and all India, respectiv & s llappolinting given that the average economic growth
between 2004-05 and 2009-10. Himanshu {2012) has questioned | AEste produet (GDP) during 204-05 and 2009-10 was about
B comparability of the 20004-05 and 2009-10 consumer expenditure surv s the Sl ke exceeded 9% in three of the five years.
on the grounds that 2009-10 consumer schedules included expenditurg sl 0 Bedling fn Rural HCR(AN India)(%) i
the government on the Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS) as a part of housel T lie Total Decline Annual Decline | Annual Decline
! e i 3 ; - (200405 1o (1993-94 to (2004-05.to
expenditure — this item of expenditure was not included in the previl 3009-10) 2004-05) 2009-10)
quinquennial surveys. After excluding this item of expenditure from the 10 12 (6.4%) o081 1.64(1.36%)
consumption expenditure of households, he has computed that the acl L 0.86 151
decline in poverty in this period was 6.63%, 4.3% and 5.7% in rural, url = il 057 Y
and all India respectively. ey !
Poverty estimates for 2009-10 using the earlier Lakdawala method standf - dsta el World Iank POVCAL Net Database
_ 1; 24.2% in rural India and 23.5% in urban India (with free meals includdlf Qe BAnk POVCAL Net
ML hH" and 26.1% in rural India and 24% in urban India (excluding free me: S5 10 Ui b b CRAT Indin)(%)
! These estimates show a much smaller reduction from the corresponding 2( 3 f ksl Tieeline Annual Decline. | Annisal Decline
) : e : 3 - " 09,
1 05 estimates (EPW,2012:7-8). This is attributed to the fact that food pil i ',:;}? ;::] . EJ:I:I;{U:'; e %%mi "
e rose much more than non-food prices and the Lakdawala food weights fi ;,,,;1 | 0.6} ' 0.92(0.8%)
i 1973 are much higher than the Tendulkar weights based on pre EL 040 1.45
consumption patterns. Poverty estimates at the international poverty | i il o
. . - | {} "
($1.25and $2 a day) also reiterate the decline in poverty (Kapoor, 2013} ;

& S8 S5 Wiabd ik FOVOAL Net Database
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It is assumed, implicitly, that a multi- dimensional measure of di 009 10) data from the Household Consumer Expenditure Survey.
deprivation would provide similar levels of poverty caps to an expenditlf = = =#siei il poverty lines at all India level as an MPCE of Rs 673 for

based measure. Ideally such a comparison would use a national MPI, b - os a1 K60 for urban areas in 2009-10. Based on th
illustrate the issue, Alkire and Seth (2012) compare the expenditure-bif =

poverty headcount ratios of the Tendulkar Committee (Tendulkar 2009
state-wise headcount ratios of an international MPI that has been implem
for India and other countries (Alkire and Santos 20 10). Nationally, 66.6

ese cut-offs,
age ol peaple below the poverty line in the country has declined
FEE LRt in 2004-5 to 29.8 per cent in 2009-10. Even in absolute
susben of poor people has fallen by 52.4 million during this period.

_ lon are rural poor and 4.3 million are urban poor. Thus

il the rural population is identified as poor according to the global MPI, w - E dee il on an average by 1.5 percentage points per year between
P a person is identi?ed as poor if he or she is deprived in at least one-thif S8 S0, The annual average rate of decline during the period
f | bl the weighted indicators (often written as k= 0.333). In contrast, if they | : mﬂ 1 i% twice the rate of decline during the period 1993-4 to
‘ at expenditure poverty from the nearest year, 41.8% of India’s Rural Poy ELIEIEYFSY 4 !
' Headcount: MPI with Varying Cut-offs and Tendulkar Estimations 200k 58 tadulkar Committee recommendations, the state wise urban
7 and 2009-10 (in %) the rural population was identi?ed as poor by * 8 0405 are updated for 2009-10 based on price rise during
Tendulkar Committee in 2004-05. They implement two new i © % WS Flsher price indices. The state wise rural-urban price
-dimensional poverty cut-offs — a cut-off of 40% (or k = 0.4), which gene 3 1500910 D been applied on state specific urban poverty lines
a national rural multidimensional poverty headcount of 48% — closer | et tral poverty lines.
Tendulkar rural poverty rates in 2004-05; and a cut-off 0£25% (or k= () & 1 Flanning Commission, the all-India HCR has declined
which corresponds to a national rural cap of around 75%. The objectls gt from 37.2% in 2004-05 to 29.8% in 2009-10, with
the first poverty cut-off (k = 0.4) is to compare the state-level m kg by K0 percentage points from 41.8% to 33.8% and
dimensional poverty caps with those that would be set by the Tend it by 4K percentage points from 25.7% to 20.9%. In
method, and of the second poverty cut-off (k = 0.25) is to show how | Sl Maipur. Mizoram and Nagaland, poverty in 2009-10
people would be identified as poor across states ifa higher rural poverly il
off were selected (Alkire and Seth, 2012:11). ieas Bebisduled Tribes exhibit the highest level of poverty
Table 11: India’s Rural Poverty Headcount: MPI with Varying Cut-offs and Tendulkar Estimation By Beheduled Costes (5Cs), (42.3%), and Other Backward
05 and 2009-10 (in %) ' A1 8550, againat 13.8% for all classes. In urban areas, SCs
Sttt T e o 'lfm; A5 Bllwed by ST (30.4%) and OBC (24.3%) against
(Rural) - (Rural) if (Rural) Estimate Estimate
: | k=33% k=25% k=40% (NSS 2004-05) | (NSS 201 of casual laboers in urban areas is very high in Bihar
i ; (NFHS  2005- | (NFHS  2005- | (NFHS  2005- R ATey s L LRI NG, Punjab (56.3%), Uttar Pradesh (67.6%)
0 06) 06 il k]
R I 2 e ) s by - st 134 13y
i ) Assam 67.2 71.5 50.2 364 399 ===
§ ¥
I . b India 66.6 75.7 48.0 41.8 33.8

o A ST = S f Poolatlon holow poverty line by states - 2009-10
nl ource: Alkire Tl | Lohiim

- fesbilhay Muthutology)
i

: : —— | Total

The Expert Group headed by Professor Suresh D. Tendulkar which suli o | Paeetiage | No of | Percentage | No. of
its report in December 2009 has computed the poverty lines at all Ind| s e of persons | persons

as MPCE of Rs 447 for rural areas and Rs 579 for urban areas in 2 = i ‘]li"; he) 7o (lliaﬁkim)
After 2?00-4-5, this survey has been conducted in 2009-10. The P _ = %ﬁ T 7 I - 3546.8
Commission has updated the poverty lines and poverty ratios for (i ]

:ﬁ i':-ﬁv.i'mingl. sl 012
2009-10 as per the recommendations of the Tendulkar Committee usif

68
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In the Press Note on Poverty Estimates, 2011-12 published in 22 J uly, 2
planning commission released the latest poverty estimates of India. It
observed that the percentage of persons below the Poverty Line in 20l]
has been estimated as 25.7% in rural areas, 13.7% in urban areas and 2!
for the country as a whole. The respective ratios for the rural and urban

were 41.8% and 25.7% and 37.2% for the country as a whole in 2004-0

the other hand, percentage of BPL in 2011-12 has been estimated as 33.89
rural areas, 20.49% in urban areas and 31.98% as a whole for Assam.

gt

o

L 1
L™ o

" .
’ Al Table 13: Number and Percentage of Population below poverty line by states — 2011-12
L : endulkar Methodology) :
Rural Urban : ' Total

| Percentage . | No. of | Percentage | No. of | Percentage | No.
of persons | persons ofpersons | persons | of persons | persont
(Lakhs) (Lakhs) ; '..1 )
Assam 33.89 92.06 2049 921 31.98 101.27
India 2570 2166.58 13.70 531.25 21.92 26978

Source: Planning Commission, 22 July 2013

S.Summary and Conclusions ,

The debate on the concept and measurement of poverty has
- continuing till today. There is neither unanimous methodolog
estimation of poverty nor agreement on the indicators of depriva
in terms of multi-dimensional poverty. This results in variatig
poverty estimates between scholars and governments. That is
practical approach should be adopted from time to time with refef

to (a) concepts (b) data (c) methodology. Humane criteria sho
! I*m ‘taken for fixing poverty line. It is realized that pragmatic policie
w better than the formation of committee one after another to sol
problem of poverty. Similarly, the choice of a particular methodq
(that include exclusion criteria, inclusion criteria, and/or a s
i method) matters to identify the households as living below the po
line (BPL) to make them eligible for certain benefits. The criter
the other hand, require empirical scrutiny and justificy
Multidimensional nature of poverty must be taken into considef
to identify the actual BPL household of Assam and India.
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gﬁﬁlilngivnl marvels are still to register a formative

mﬂllnu Technique in Higher Education with
Ajeeinl Reference to the Rural Colleges

-Pronita Kalita

fees of the Study : : _

the difterent teaching techniques and its merits
el e
i ol #haiit i few teaching techniques reasonably
16 10 the rural Colleges.

HEE |
S et analyals in used and data are collected
s 8 g Bk, journals and source from net.

BEstion S s tptes a apecial position in the educational
S b aise 1 ds the apex of entire educational

WF Educatton, Sonart College, Sonari
it
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structure and thus influences all levels of education. Hi gher educa e sl lile atyle. The biggest problem is of attitude and approach.
is also called tertiary, third stage or post secondary education, normil* - i uititude regarding rural environment is not so inspiring.

taken to include undergraduate, vocational education and traink- £ Sl stulunts as well as the teachers often suffer from a sense of
imparted by colleges and universities. Generally colleges, polytech W& Beliel Ihe teacher seldom sees his teaching being rewarded
and technical institutions, colleges of health, agriculture, and n

j “42hes 1 1o be | The students too, with their limited recourses
school form the cluster of higher education. In India education hat =

honour of having one of developed and the largest higher educi
o system in the entire world. Higher education in India has evolve
d .,,'l\"l'" distinct and divergent streams with each stream monitored by an
| body indirectly or directly controlled by Ministry of Human Recol
Development. The aim of higher education is complete developn
of a human being. It aims to disseminate knowledge, to develop
capability to use ideas and information, to plan and manage their ¢f _
learning, to develop the student’s ability to test and generate idcagff
evidence, to facilitate the personal development of students. To i
these objectives of higher education in a commendable way, teacl
methods play the most influential rule. It is the acceptably
accountability of certain teaching methods in a particular teacl
learning environment that determines the success graph of
institution or the educational system. The teaching methods must |
innovativeness, applicability, transparency and be appealing to stud
community. However it is important to note that there are some |
differences between rural and urban area. A teacher must know!
 realize these basic dissimilarities. The teaching methods which g

so applicable and appreciating in an urban area may not draw eq|
...... acclaiming results in a rural area.

it the self confidence of his pupils. The student must
Buiman mind knows no barrier and if someone is eager
£ Bsi or wants to make a statement, he or she can do it by
% detennined endeavour even though the recourses are limited.
& ul sainputer and internet in rural colleges have already
stsspliere of learning in these colleges; now only proper
#F theae upparatus will lead the rural students en-route to
=5 1he approach of the teachers and students should be
“dand optimistic. With appropriate teaching methods
Sl and attitude the academic problems of rural

= L B seountered, In India, teaching methods in higher
== Sl Bl the traditional pattern, comprised of Lecture,
==au & Ll Diseussion, Assignment, Seminar, Project work,

S5 B ety fecent time only online education is stepping
EEHEn whan higher educational institutes in India. But
£ EM! stea bn atill traditional. However, as per subject a

B Wetas are used by the respective teachers sometimes.
- g 8 288 more comfortable with lectures, but classroom

= = st it mere wllence. All these common teaching

"1 In our country the rural areas are still deprived of cel Ss S stengthe or limitations. A brief study of these
L) h fundamental and technological facilities, Poverty, social and poliii§f - s il help us 1o think of an improvement
i segregation, superstitions, conventional or orthodox attitude =_ st

playing havoc in rural life. And this deplorable condition hay
il enhanced further by the indifference of the governing agenci¢

d'eteriorating'_transport system, the inadequate supply of elecls
the insincerity of certain government officials, etc. But amidst all.
difficulties the rural colleges are serving in the national inte _
shaping human resources. These colleges, obviously, need to :
lots of challenges whether it is infrastructural or academ|
administrative. The curriculum also often doesn’t address the

- 1= i st ton centred method which clarifies
: M 6 4 shot peniod of time. As a convenient
sieat deal ol preparation, support of audio-

< st snendotes lor motivating the students.

: sistesial s dliect, logleal manner.
& which apiies

bl
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* Stimulates thinking to open discussion.

S I8 more improvised with the use of various audio-visual.
*  Useful for large groups. fEseach papers, practical, field-tips, on the job training,
Limitations: iEilated Experiences, and videotapes are adaptations of
® Experts are not always good teacher. -. i
® The audience — learners are passive. '
® Learning is difficult to gauge.
~ ® Communication in one way.

84 (he lopics more interesting.

the students to acquire clear and comprehensive idea
subiject matter.

* Patlicipation is encouraged.
* A aliong impression in the mind.

- Discussion:

The method solicits and involves the students in con
transmittal. It is mostly student centred and it helps to
understanding of study materials. Discussion may be class discus: i
small group discussion and discussion with lecture. ’
Strengths: '

- ®  Pools ideas and experiences from group.
e Effective after a presentation, film, or experience that to §
~ analyzed. ; :
* Allows everyone to participate in an active process.
Limitations:- ' e
~® No practical with more than 20 people.

8 86 applicable in all environment o circumstance.
H EspEEive, s :

o 2hace planning.

#Ean infmstructure facility.

¢ 1 the nystematic discussion on a given topic. In higher
SRR Bnpaiant 1o present seminar papers to satisfy the

! shalyala, feld- study and to express new ideas and
® Few people can dominate. '

® Others may not participate.

* [Itis time consuming. bt wides 466 10 develop investigation based

. Cangetoffthetrack. : =% - .l ‘p £ 3

Guest Speaker:

| 'Sometimes eminent scholars are invited into an institutig s sl faots come out from field study.

lecture on certain subject. The guest speaker can draw the st ! 4. -ﬁ'm;g, suually participate.
attention and so it is very effective in motivating the students. i B ﬁmmiﬂhi“ knowledge.
Strengths: - i

® Personalizes topic. : ' '

* Breaks down audience’s stereotypes.
Limitations: 2

®* May not be a good speaker. .
Demonstration: - It is the technique which transmits the big :
to a relatively smal group of students in a short period of time, el
particularly useful in teaching skills and is more teachers-cej

s e dhiseanion brings out every aspect of a subject

b=+ g
1 EspEnaive

faets sy lead 1o confusion, _

PS5 e alwaye wide, strictly pre-determined

: REE B2 pat ol daily lesson-plan and important
' i1
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form of short range planning, ' : . = Wil their socio economic and communicative deficiencies need special
Strengths:- :
&

S8hilion and treatment. The teachers must identify the basic questions
“# e rural area and know the sentiments of the students. To counter
ﬁ blems of drop out and disinterest the teaching methods should

Assignment provides orientation to the work.
o Ithelps creates stimulation of the pupils towards related

- subjects. | - # hanged from time to time or different methods should be introduced
® Assignment helps the teacher to assess the analytical i different times. Sheer lecture may be monotonous, excessive
capabilities of the student.

* Develops the student’s capability to express his own
I observation and ideas. 05
Limitations:- :
. e Itis not convenient to all the students and in all subjecty,

¢ Evaluation must be arduouys.
.

objectives in time, but a deliberate mixing of these techniques

=il be more responsive to the test of the students. A few-tcaching_
SBilijues have been mentioned below that can be reasonably
“elieable in the rural colleges.

* Group working
Discussion and debate
Peer assessment
Creative visualization
Reflection
Problem solving
Action learning

§::ing may be horrifying, regular discussion may fail to reach

Time —management in the class room creates difficultie

~ The above discussion focuses only on a few metho(
teaching. The short- comings of these teaching techniques o
removed with a little modification. But the important matter

teaching needs to acknowledge the novel and demanding con
the hi-tech world. In a highly advanced system of infor f
technology with its button- generation, teaching cannot
orthodox and rigid. So we must think of future and the impf
teaching methods. However, in the present context also a del
evolution in the arena of teaching techniques can be noticed. Coj
research and investigation have been encouraged to find out
applicable and good result oriented techniques in this respect,

#arking: - Forming several small units of the students, ﬂ.ley
shgaped in different undertakings. The teacher may give
S sk (o different groups, thereby encouraging them for team -
e small units can discuss among themselves before making
Seilation. Moreover it will provide even the weaker students |
& 41 tuke part in the learning enterprises with less fear and
5 1wl certainly be an interesting teaching — learning method
##dl debater - Discussion and debate may be both formal
= Hhe furmal discussion and debate will be supervised'b'y -
' st i lntormal will be carried out by the students at fi__:hel_r
- Fhe teacher's duty will cease with the choosing of th.e
Sithd will inerense the student’s reasoning ability and it
£ 8l aubyjeots _
BERE - Feer wasessment means to make assessment of an
st by someone else of his or her one age. It is
S BEgEe o biing variation and freshness i'ntothe
b des g e student's capability of observation and -

5.0 = Teaching Te’c-hniques'Reasonahly Applicable for
Cullees v e i e i
The success of an education system lies mostly in the teg
techniques which are used in a particular teaching leg
environment. It helps at the growth of a rational relationship b
the student and the teacher. The output of teaching is learning
facilitates the students with knowledge. And the teaching tech)
itself depend on the educational environment. The educul
environment of rural areas is often affected by financial, infrast
transporting problems and social backwardness, orthodox sent
human thinking and a passive attitude to learning. The rural s
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explanation. Moreover in assessing other one can be aware of his (
her own mistakes.
Creative visualization: - Creative visualization is very important f{
the students of Arts and Literature. Creative visualization means |
form pictures in the mind about the discussed topic. Through creatiy
visualization any student can understand the topic easily. In
colleges the teacher should try to increase the student’s ability
creative visualization. He can, by his lecture and explanation draw
picture of a study matter in the student’s mind. i
Reflection: - Reflection promotes students to mediate on the stud
matters. The teacher giving the pupils time to reflect can help them|
understand a topic by their own effort. It can infuse in the studenty
sense of responsibility and importance. Understanding the topic |
their own reflection the students feel much confident.
Problem solving: - Problem solving is the task by which the student
curricular aptitude is monitored. It is an alternative to dirg
questioning. Problem solving task can be given to individuals |
groups. It helps the students to learn firsthand knowledge on a subje

S hamlng need to be introduced in rural colleges also. Education,
W08 & day, i career concerned and everywhere students are seeking
é'ﬁ'%@iﬂfml vourses. Professional courses must be introduced in rural
& alsi o cope with the changed circumstances of the global
ﬁﬂu&nmlu needs. Rural students must not be deprived of quality

= # 411 the name of backwardness of the locality. It would be an
#1y wnsophisticated thinking not to promete the very latest

I#4¥e 50 many infrastructural and management deficiencies;
#4i be countered. Fund should be released for reshaping the
g, and deliberate action plane must be worked out for
“ihent of rural educational scenario. Along with higher
#deinte initiatives are to be taken in the primary and
level also. It must be remembered that more than half of
#plition of the country belongs to rural area and without
sl development the objective of enriching human resource
= seached Teacher must identify what the new generation,
8 han. hefore him or her vying for, where his or her interest
1 ﬁﬂ_#ﬂmﬂl_y (he teaching methods should be designed.

Action learning: - Action learning is a short of practical work. It
very demanding in science or vocational learning. Butin other subjeg

also it can be used by able teachers who make learning an enjoyal
matter.

¢ B and Plowers Steve Teaching and Learning
i Higher Vducation: A Glimpse of the Future:
88 Higher Fdueation: Vol 9, 1997.

6.0 Conclusion :
4 lamp can never light another lamp unless it continues to burn |

oOwh fiame

B K Methody and lechniques of Teaching: Sterling
682 Pt Ll 200

- To develop the understanding level of the students teachi
must be student oriented, and teaching methods should be introd
confronting the student society of the area. The rural students hy
the potential to do marvels, they simply need to be inspired and guid
accordingly. The above mentioned teaching techniques are only a i
techniques which can be applied in the rural colleges more effectiy
to draw the student’s interest. These methods don’t need much spj
or expense or infrastructure or technology. But in near future, |
changed concept of learning and the impact of globalization are malkls
definite change in the teaching methods. E- learning and technolg

; ._ EH : Pﬂ#ikiplux ol F'ducation and Education'i.ﬁ_The' o ;
S Bdian Boclety | Ajanta Prakashan, 2001

L
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Ligand Free, Base Free Suzuki Cross Coupling S5 iyl boronic acid and 2 halide:
Reactions in Basic Ionic Liquids _
Milon Jyoti Koiri' & Diganta Sa .~ B(OH),  2eq.K;COs(aq) & O
i § 3 mol% Pd(PPh);, [
Benzene, Heat R :
o - Introduction : Rt :
/ Jﬂ I Due to the increase in environmental consciousness in chemi U Scheme i-
f \ 4l ! research and industry, the challenge for a sustainable environmel |
| : calls for clean procedures that avoid the use of harmful organic solven|
\ The continuing depletion of natural resources and growing environme W ealalyzed cross-coupling between aryl boronic acids and
awareness has necessitated changes in the practices of both the chemig 4t aryl triflates has been shown to be a versatile method for
industry and academia. One strategy that addresses these issues is || 46 ol biaryls. However, the traditional reaction suffers
replacement of deleterious molecular solvents with environments 1 diuwbacks such as Incorporation of the catalyst into the
more benign, reaction enhancing alternatives. Ionic liquids ha MQNIHMOH of the catalyst, and poor reagent solubility. In
received considerable attention due to their interesting chemical SEE i hese drawbacks, a study of the palladium-catalyzed
physical properties, such as wide liquid range with melting point arou S8 Lulipling reaction of aryl halides with arylboronic acids
room temperature, good stability in air and moisture, high stabilf S50 Ll in the room-temperature ionic liquid.
including inorganic, organic, and even polymeric materials, il T '
negligible vapour pressure. Their negligible vapour pressure, ease  agadd { 3 s v
handling and potential for recycling, circumvent many of the problg Fat e preparation of jonic hqu.lds:. The ionic llquis
associated with volatile organic solvents. Furthermore, their hi ficording to the procedure given below. Generalized -
compatibility with transition metal catalysts and limited miscibil 8 S thile imidazolium based jonic liquids are as shown
with common solvents enables easy products and catalyst separall —_— _ .
- with the retention of the stabilized catalyst in the ionic phase. [oflf __ B - INRRT X Metal salt MY e li
‘M : liquids have been successfully employed as the media in a numbetlf J ; Metathesis i 3R]_ . A
kil reactions. . : @
TR " Suzuki-Miyaura reaction is a palladium catalyzed cross coupl| _ (il
3 |ﬂ[ reaction between an organo boronic acid (and boronic ester) and ¢ .CiHo ; ; + CHy : i
s halide or a triflates is an extremely versatile methodology for // ';"\ i NaBF, [‘ I{I ¥
forming of carbon-carbon single bonds of biaryls. In Suzuki reac| ¥ R N) BF,
the boronic acid must be activated with a base. &, éH; !
P Deparlmem o Chem_istry, e Coﬂege == 1 [yieul synihetic scheme of ionic liquids I

2. Department of Chemistry, Dibrugarh University
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Result ahd Discussions :

Hie mowt studied reaction was that of |

Basic ionic liquids (BILSs) used in some base-catalyzed proces|
offering a new possibility for developing environmentally friendly b
catalysts due to the combination of the advan_tages of inorganic bay saiesponding methylbiphenyl was observed when the reaction
stability in water and air, easy Separation, high catalytic efficiency iff - " i

-would make the procedure much easier to handle. Use of these ba

it ted bromobenzene and phenyl boronic acid in the presence of
Table 1). Reaction between 1
y-bromobenzene gives exc

suniducted Suzuki

In this solverit system, there js no need to use extra ligs !
base and solvent. Basic ionic liquids act as both solvent and base, |
one of the major advantages of this solvent system.

Table:1: Suzuki coupling reaction of different substituted

—methyl—4-bromobenzene_ and
ellent conversion of products.

. ee basic ionic
bromobenzene with phenyl boronic acid in some basic ionic mp— 11.[BMIM] [OH] and [C,D ABCO] [{&c e
liquids: ¥ : 1 from above results, we observed that basic ionic liquids
BOH), 1 mol%paci, b fent media to conduct Suzuki Cross-coupling reaction with
2 - G  lonic Liquid (18 mL) @ B Huliversion than neutral ionic liquids without using a base like K,CO,.
- - - 0%SMLICl(ag) 02 mL)  y P LiChand trace amount of water in ionic liquids: I;C] added
el R 80°C s vator of PdCL,. The state of a base will be altered by the
1 Equiv. L dbun ol water in a basic ionjc liquid. Water will be at least partly
| _ . Scheme- 3 £ + Producing OH- in a basic ionic liquid :
s B e e - - - . = - = = i 4 . 5
| Entry X . Tonic liquid Time i ul feyelability of the catalyst and solvent system: The ionic
I e CH; [ [EMIMJ[OH] : potential ability to recycle the catalyst is one of the most
_  NO, | EMIMioR] T 5T Ieitures of this system. This requires the separation of not
' W—Tﬁw Ity reaction products but also the norganic byproducts of
——-_______———;_——_—-_____——EEBTH—M—]W 4 lwolation of binary products from the ionic liquid reaction

=

2

3
e

7

-

sulition permits repetitive catalytic runs. The catalytic solution
-NO, [BMIM][OH] (hree times without losg of activity in the reaction of 4-
o pemn - -H [BMIM][OH] sile with phenylboronic acid (Table 1, entry 4). Once the
%wm“g‘r—“ slution has been prepared in the first run, it can be re-used
TWWT : fither modification,
10 —%T‘_‘WT

lsion + Suzuki coup

" Observed by TLC 88 {1 basic ionic [

ling reactions of bromobenzenes can be
quids with increased reactivities and catalyst
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stabilities, when compared to the same reactions in conventiond

molecular solvents. A successful Suzuki coupling reaction in the ion

liquids requires the prior initiation of the catalytic system in the ionif A layman’s diagnosis

liquid to afford a catalytic solution. The generation of a successli .

catalytic solution was found to be highly dependent upon both tl : et

cation and the anion of the ionic liquid. Palladium (II) compounds ci , Dilip Ranjan Baruah

be used as sources of palladium for the catalyst, with the ionic liqui '
soluble palladium (II) salts being the preferred form. The problen Elrmluc s

such as catalyst loss into the products, catalyst decomposition and po ; M‘iam. e s : ;

reagent solubilities might be resolved by the use of ionic liquids. 8 this pll;(;c b3 lglt:tt:z?tzzggfa lttI;W:‘ conmdefr the people living
: : - : In the iar east of India surrounded

‘Suzuki cross coupling reactions can be successfully conducl IBivign countries as well as sister States of north-east India. I
in the basic ionic liquids, with a number of advantages: the reacti§ I 0l huge natural resources and attractive place of visit S;. s
performed without ligands and bases, homo-coupled products can S the underdeveloped States of India which is sometim By lﬁ(ei i
eliminated, the reaction can be performed under air without loss @ & the NIMARU States. Asa part of Indian federation, th efs‘ i
~ yield or catalyst decomposition. The procedures developed perni§  # Hivernment of Assam is governed by the rovis" el i 9
repetitive catalytic runs without loss of catalyst activity. Sstitution of India. Indian Constitution has m;fd 10%5 Al i th >
" Itis a highly efficient method for the synthesis of biaryls usinll 8 fiowers and functions of the State Goarmeine. o b o ion
ligand-free, base-free Suzuki cross-coupling reaction. ERvemment of Assam is given certain .g_“?i?ms- Accordingly,
¥ BN s finzrcici roso : e§}?c{n51 :lhtlesto.bc-e ?mfomed
References : i urces for materalising these activities.
1. A.R. Hajipour, F. Rafiee : Basic Ionic liquids. A short Review® i isetive: ; '
J. Iran. Chem. Soc., 6, 2009, 647-678. _ P BN ohj l n ot thi . : ;
2 D.R. MacFarlane, J. M. Pringle, K. M. Johansson, S. A. Forsy - Hhiective of this paper is to examine the financial power of the
: M. Forsyth Lewiis baseiornie liquids, Chen: Comman, 2006, 190588 ol Ansum_w_lth reference to different sources and to evaluate the
3. C.J.Mathews, P. J. Smith, T. Welton :Palladium Catalyzed Su S8l and efficiency of the State’s finance. -
Cross-Coupling Reactions in Ambient Temperature ionic Liqui -
- Chem. Commun., 2000, 1249-1250. - - i :
L. Yin,J. Liebscher : Carbon-Carbon Coupling Reactions Cataly % dilnlysis is made with descriptive method based on the secondary
by heterogeneous palladium Catalysts, Chem. Rev., 107, 2008 == #vallable from different sources. With the help of this analysis
133-173. _ e il has been made to ascertain the performance of Govt. of Assam
M. Petkovic, K. R. Seddon, L. P. N. Rebelo, C. S. Pereira ; [0l = sl linancial resources and their spending. s
liquids: a pathway to environment acceptability, Chem. Soc, K ;
40, 2011, 1383-1403. . 8 Beiel Review of 90’s decade:
M. J. Earle, K. R. Seddon: Ionic Liquids: Green solvents {0 ; S the 90°s decade the fiscal health of the Assam. Gove t
future, pure Appl. Chem., 72, 2000, 1391-1398. Lo © \ely critical. The imbalance between State’s Incomne]:mend
R. Smgh, M. S_hanna, R. Mat.ngam, D. S. Rawat : ¥0nlc Liquit getliture led to the financial crisis in the State. S a
Versatile Medium for Palladium-Catalysed Reactions, J. Bra : ¢ State. Such unprecedented

Chem. Soc., 19, 2008, 357-379. Dhile /'rofess :
m Bt : __':’ W I'rofessor, Deptt. of Economics, Sonari College, Sonari
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financial crisis started from the late 80’s. Due to frequent, huge and

prolonged overdrafts with the RBI, the RBI used to ban all transactiol

with the Govt. of Assam. The treasuries in the State were opened onl)

for 3-4 days in a month. Govt. of Assam has failed to incur its regulal

expenditures including the payments of its regular employees. In viey

of such crisis, the central government also forced the State Governme

to curtail its expenditure in different heads, stop new employmeni

- promotion etc. Government of Assam in its appeal to the Finane

J { Commission stated the mismatch of responsibilities and resources i
h (" the main reason of such crisis. The economy of Assam bears som

j special problems which needs some extra financial provision for the
State. Taking all these factors as true, it cannot be ignored that hea

increase of unproductive, unnecessary, avoidable expenditure was on

important reason for the ill-health of State’s Finance. Due to financid

insufficiency and poor economic development, Assam demanded the

- recognition of Special Category State which was ultimately recognize(

in 1990. The fiscal health of Assam during 90°s and early 20’s can b

ascertamed from the following data.

" Table-1

Revenue and Fiscal Deficits(in Rupees cores)

Year Revenue Deficit Fiscal Deficit
199091 138.65 562.37
1991-92 26054 26473
1992-93 1216230 208 11
199394 ~ 8064 317.84
1994-95 300.29 710.58
- [1995-96 ' 200.02 652.20
l\" 1996.97 28451 73.78
WA 1997-98 287.10 142.09
| 1998.99 ~[90.22 338.16
l ! 1999-2000 1004.73 1605.82
9 | 2000-01 779.48 1539.36 i-
W 2001-02 881.38 1448 14
a 2002-03 319.15 927.70
: 2003-04 684.69 1394.00
2004-05 - 29187 2057 45

N.B.-the (-ve sign indicates surplus) :
Source: Memorendum submitted by Assam Govt. to 13" Finance Commission

Vol. 2, 2013 (SCARI)

ﬁ dati Indicates that in most of years throughout the period, Assam
= saperienced Revenue Deficits. On the other hand the Fiscal Deficit
ﬂ Hiale has reached an alarming position during the period.

#ivinl Reforms and achievements:
#5t declaration of Special Category State, the previous system of

bl ation of Plan Finance of 70% Loan and 30% Grant is replaced by -
5% Louns and 90% Grants. Moreover, the Finance Commissions of
w44 showed their liberal attitude in Tax Sharing and allocating Grants-

shils. In view of the financial crisis, Central Government laid pressure
#4 the State Government to initiate fiscal reforms in the State.
seundingly, Assam Government adopted Medium Term Financial

Ve nunce and Public Resource Management Programme(a
£y upment Bank and Govt. of India, resorted enactment and

ement Act, 2005. All these attempts resulted recovery in the
inl Health of the State gradually -

ivering and Development:

vonsistent and cohesive reformatory measures has resulted a
sesmutkable recovery of the fiscal health of the State. Such remarkable
siige was noticed in the year 2005-06 when the revenue, primary
fiscal deficits in the State was not only wiped out but also
¢ positive. This surplus persisted from 2005-06 to 2008-09. But
ﬁﬂﬁ 2009-10, there was a sudden fall in the three major indicators

ﬁ, tevenue, fiscal and primary deficit/surplus. The State Govt, stated

ﬁ this was mainly due to abnormal increase of salary expenditure

# sevount of implementation of revised scale of pay and pension of |
Sale overnment employees from 2009-10. This is shown in Table-2.

Programme in March, 2003, implemented the Assam
tehensive fiscal Restructuring Programme sponsored by Asian

pmentation of Assam Fiscal Responsibility and Budget

Petinies e
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Table-2 Ead s
~ Revenue and Fiscal Deficits during FRBM period e CREETS
(Rs. in crore]
— . : (Rupeesin crore)
Year Revenue Deficit Fiscal Deficit Year  |Tax | Non-Tax | State’s | Transfer |Total | Percentage | Percentage
| Revenue | Revenue | Own fromthe | Revenue | Share of | Share d
2005-06 - | +1508.08 l+355 iz A 5 Resources | Certre | Receipts | the e
2006-07 ¥221041 [ 71137 L [A+BHq |Stateto | Centreto
200708 . +2580.76 | 79008 |total total
200809 it +3833.71 ‘ +1407 Revenue | Revenue
; o Receipts | Receipts
-0RE. -5330. NA
2.009.10RE. 5330.79 s s s T R e
2010-11 BE. -5960.09 NA 348332 | 185027 | 534256 | 8324.3%6 | 13666.95 3009 6091
a 2 3350.50 | 2134.59 | 5494
 Source: Memorendum submitted by Assam Gowt. to 13" Finance Comission & Epono | 549400 |9830.84 | 1532493 | 3585 64.15
Suvey, Chepter V- Sate Finance, Govi of Assam, 2012 415021 | 227190 | 642211 | 1165498 | 18077.04|3653 | 6447
rvey, Chapter = 2818 498671 | 275204 | 773965 | 1214484 | 1986449 (3892 | 61.08
Considering the States demands of more resource transfer f1¢ . e :
the Central Government, a liberal system of devolution has bé
initiated since the formation of the 10" Finance Commission. T e e ; :
result, during the tenures of 11, 12th and 13®¢s Finance Com.lms ! ; _ 5.98 | 26408.93 | 36.48 63.52
the State’s share of Central Taxes and Grants-in-Aids has incred
considerably. Moreover, as a part of second generation econof 1099 |1583 |1258 14.35 13.68
reforms, Central Government initiated newer and newer Centril
Sponsored Schemes for the States for which State Governments |
getting enormous fund for the execution of these schemes. Thus, G '

of Assam is now receiving huge amount of fund for implemental|
of different schemes under NHRM, Rashtria Sarva Siksha Miss
Abhijan, Rural Development etc. The following data reflects St

Fiscal Strength during the recent years.

01

~ Susve Dopartment of Finance (Economic Aff airs), Government of Assam.

e ubove table indicates that total revenue recmpts in the State have
e Increasing in recent years. But, the percentage of Centre’s share in
_ Iﬁlﬂl revenue is very high. Comparing to this State’s own revenue is '
L wligible, The Revenue Expenditure of the State is also i increasing at the

¢ il 17.57 % during this period. The follomng Table indicates this.

L
]

i
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Vol. 2, Table-4 Capital Receipts _

(Rupeesin crore)

Market [ instituti- | NS | Contral | State Year end | Debt-

loan |O"lOan [loan | (ol
Fund Debt Rati o
670452 |375.11 | 460221 | 2875.02 | 326539 | 1782355 30.82

7296.53 | 417.74 4688.26 | 277531 | 3614.78 | 18792.62 2917
784109 | 511.80 4679.66 | 2708.44 | 3932.74 | 1967373 27.47
8855.85 |645.26 4697.03 | 2639.56 | 4322.97 | 22160.67 27.95
11261.30 | 690.92 4721.82 | 2346.38 | 481252 | 23832.94 27.08

i‘.Hma@er\d' penditure
.(-a) Of which salry | 23786

80000 |[16982 |105988 1562 |95318 | 23823 NA
350938 35000 |1,3685 |1,2036 | 104850 | 28447 | NA
31,9489 [35000 | 10,0000 1,415.9 | 11,5335 | 30233 NA

 Bvpartment of Finance (Economic AT airs), Government of Assam.

Capital Receipt comes through Borrowing. As a result, the
Bty of paying Interest arises. Such interest is being paid from
Mevenue Receipts. Accordingly, the economy has to bear much

fillowing Table.

& Ww
. # of Over Dose:
' = of Assam :
T ic Aff airs), Govenment
: Finance (Econormic '
Surce: Department of Finant

and Expenditure, the Cap

92

#hls in varied ways. The burden of Interest payments are shown in

#hve analysis reflects the Economy of Assam has been feeding
S¥etdose of borrowing. According to the latest report, total

i ipts L i ol the Govt. of Assam reached Rupees 35,715.91 crores at
sponding to Revenue RECEP™ = % "o qiate is incred Sl March. 2 ition of such borrowing is as follows.

e B et £l 0 ettt

: SV | iture : > .
rapidly. The -CaPI%E’gﬁgi;ng figures reflect this. NABARD————1,072.40 cores

1 ne ; ! . ;
Capital Receipts. : : : _
b 93

i

|
|
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HcE GICk——""1 10.20 cores W@'ﬂ
NSSF__;—-—-——-—-—-—'(),S 19.91 cores (OS2 oow QQWTQI
%) TI
Due to such high dose of borrowing the per-capita debt burden upon (IER=ETR W‘ﬁ@"{ W@’TM
the people of Assam is now Rupees 11,324.00. Govt. of Assam 1s
taking resort of such Borrowing strategy for the development of the
State. But, development of an Economy depends not only the size of T SRt w0l
M expenditure but also the manner and efficiency of spending. According S BT TSI 370/ b
| J to the data available, Rupees 38,000 cores have remained unutilized IR ERITR | iR TS wRsRw, SR iy i
! in different Departments in the last four years. Interestingly, the WSS, il o AT #17) T | ORIZ <5l TSI 2 W
~different Departments do not submit reports to the Finance Department i '\‘ﬂT“TT RFfos TS 991 ol 39| 9@55 PR Sics- i
~ regarding such unutilisation. Another interesting feature is that, the W B S eifowiare e s 799 IS wer i
=4 concerned Departments do not release the funds for utilizationin time. % P GR cwsirs o fifs 2 &1 Wi Segafor
Contrary to this these funds are kept in the Banks for long period eIReTR oS 17 By SR b Rt ooy "
33 * which generates Interest Income from these funds. The latest report mwwﬁw%@ SISO Fars A P i
submitted by CAGI to the State Assembly on MGNREGA reveals | i SR Sl ' FIRCR | 371 R AYLS i< 4 |
= large scale corruption in the utilization of People’s Money in the namé L sy S ﬂﬁﬁﬁ‘g‘ Aifre wifey 4
 of Development. The above analysis of fiscal strength reveals that the = ¥ kasq 515 : BifeTts @ i Rbec R @fﬁ B 51 =T B3R |
Govt. of Assam is taking resort of Central Fund and Borrowing for & g0 BT 1 GBI AR ﬁw%{l °l, 9 O Wi G
" the sake of development. Such excessive dependence on others is nol i i;f@ | % 27251 (9 T, ‘@Tﬁ% %m W@W 2 II
a sign of Good Health. N I, I © .'..
_ : “WQWWWW&:“%’W@%W%@W a |
 Sugessions: B b 3y) W@mf%” ]iilqsmﬁﬂ%qg@quw R
' " No doubt, the economy of Assam bears some special problemi ¥ i yezfog : 515 el R B wi Rl ol
like infrastructure bottlenecks, insurgency problems, flood problemle ¥ Sy ojes R YR A | e o AR O vy |
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