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Principals Column

It is a benevolent step of the Teachers’ unit of
Sonari College to publish a research base journal yearly.
The first and second volume published in 2012-2013 consecutively
earned popularity among the learned ones. The third volume is going
to be published on 5" August, 2014 which will also be able to depict
the knowledgeable effort of the teaching faculties of Sonari College.

University Grants Commission (UGC) of India is a statutory
organization set up by Union Government in 1956. Since its inception
UGC sustained itself for need of higher education in the country. Out
of the total learners in different faculties in India only 15 % percent
are going for higher education after higher secondary level. So, UGC
aimed to bring it to at least 30 percent by 2020. As such they are
providing financial grant to colleges and Universities around the
country for infrastructure development, opening of new courses,
change of syllabus, importance in ITC, teacher training, Hostel
facilities, Special programmes for reserved category, women
empowerment etc. Besides it also provides facilities for increasing
research activities. Higher Education in Assam was also in backfoot
for long years, But specially from the eighties the higher education in
Assam gathered momentum under auspices of UGC. The Scenario
has changed. Financial hazardousness of colleges and universities
has been elapsed to some extent. Now more importance should be
given to research base activities on various lines. Such type of activities
will surely help for the development of higher education in the country.
My heartiest thanks to everybody entangled with this publication. Hope
that the Research Committee of Sonari College will publish more
valuable materials in future for the upliftment of the students and
society as a whole. :

(Arpan Kr. Baruah)
Principal, I/c
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Research comprises creative work undertaken on a systematic
basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge
of man, culture and society and the use of this stock of knowledge to
devise new applications. It is used to establish or confirm facts,
reaffirms the results of previous work, solve new or existing problems,
support theorems or develop new theories. Research must be
systematic and follow a series of steps and a rigid standard protocol.
Scientific research must be organized and undergo planning, including
literature reviews of past research and evaluating what questions need

to be answered. Any type of ‘real’ research, whether scientific,
economic or historical, requires some kind of interpretation and an

opinion from the researcher. This opinion is the underlying principle,
or question that establishes the nature and type of experiment.
-Research in all disciplines and subjects, must begin witha
clearly defined goal. This usually, but not always, takes the form of a
hypothesis. For example, an anthropological study may not have a
specific hypothesis or principle, but does have a specific goal in
studying the culture of a certain people and trying to understand and
interpret their behavior. The whole study is designed around this clearly
defined goal and it should address a unique issue building upon
previous research and scientifically accepted fundamentals. While
nothing in science can be regarded as truth, basic assumptions are

made at all stages of the research, building upon widely accepted

knowledge. True research never gives a definitive answer but
encourages more research in another direction. Even if a hypothesis
18 disproved, that will give an answer and generate new ideas, as it is
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refined and developed. Research is cyclical with the results generated
leading to new areas or a refinement of the original process. All
scientific research has a goal and ultimate aim, repeated and refined
experimentation gradually reaching an answer. These results are a
way of gradually uncovering truths and finding out about processes
that drive the universe around us. Only by having a rigid structure to
experimentation, can results be verified as acceptable contributions
to science.

Nowadays, interdisciplinary research has become a popular
approach in the field of research. Interdisciplinary approach involves
the combining of two or more academic disciplines into one activity.
It is about creating something new by crossing boundaries and thinking
across them. Interdisciplinary research involves researchers, students
and teachers in the goals of connecting and integrating several
academic schools of thought, professions or technologies along with
their specific perspectives in the pursuit of a common task. The ’
epidemiology of AIDS or Global Warming requires understanding of
diverse disciplines to solve neglected problems. Interdisciplinary
approach may be applied where the subject is felt to have been

neglected or even misrepresented in the traditional disciplinary

structure of research institutions, for example, women'’s studies or
ethnic area studies. There are many benefits to adopt an
interdisciplinary approach. The strengths of bringing different
discipline perspectives to bear on a research problem, exposing
researchers to alternative research perspectives, literatures and
methodologies, all provide opportunities for researchers to develop

shared understanding and adopt more reflexive approaches to research

practice. Undertaking true interdisciplinary research opens up the
potential for the development of new theoretical insights and
methodological innovations, by bringing different discipline
perspectives together to address a particular research problem.
Sonari College Academic and Research journal is a research-
based journal that is annually inaugurated on 5® August, the Foundation
Day of the college. The first volume of the journal was inaugurated
on 5% August, 2012, The initial vision of the journal was to create an
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academic atmosphere among the faculty. members of the college by
inculcating in them an urge to write research-based papers/articles.
The vision of the second volume was broadened by including papers
from teachers outside the college community and it was inaugurated
on 5™ August, 2013. A humble attempt has been made in the third
volume of Sonari College Academic and research journal by widening
its scope to national level. Research papers/articles were invited from
academics and research scholars outside the state and I felt privileged
when I received warm response from the principals, teachers as well
as research scholars from Bihar, New Delhi, Baghpat and Banaras
Hindu University. I express my heartfelt gratitude to all of them.
The Journal is intended as a forum for academics and
researchers to share knowledge and opinions in their respective areas
and to identify new issues and to shape future directions for research.
This volume contains research papers/ articles from diverse areas of
science, mathematics, sociology, peace studies, women’s studies,
cthnic area studies, language, literature, education, history, political
science and economics. I would like to express my sincere thanks to
the Principal, the Co-ordinator, IQAC, Sonari College, advisors, co-

editors, members of the editorial board and especially all the paper

contributors. I extend my gratitude to Ex-Principal, Sonari College
for contributing a research paper for the journal. _

It is our hope that this diverse collection of research papers/
articles will be a valuable resource for academics, research scholars
and will stimulate further research in the respective areas. As this
Volume of the journal had to be prepared for publication within a
short span of time, the task of editing was carried out hastily. There is
scope for improvement and constructive criticism in this regard will
be highly appreciated.

Dr. Anita Konwar
Editor
Sonari College
Academic and Research Journal
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Language and 'T_ea,ching of Mathematics

Dr. Satyavir Singh Dr. Anil Kumar Teotia

Principal Principal
SNI College, Pilana, Baghpat DIET, Dilshan Garden, Delhi
Look at this’ example:

Represent the given numbers in maximum to minimum order or in
decreasing order:

.06, .607, .6, .6707, .067

Sabina arranges the number in the given order according to the length of
the numbers:

6707, .067, .607, .06, .6

Teacher asked Sabina: which number is the smallest?

Sabina replied: .6707

Teacher: Why?

Sabina replied: | d not know but | remember that once my teacher said
‘when we go beyond the decimal, number becomes smaller.

Teacher was surprised with this answer.

He thought that she replied on the basis of her teachers' conclusion which

is used by her teacher to clear the concept of decimal but Sabina understood
it wrong. '

Look at one more example:

A teacher asked a student about the number 25. Student replied that this
number is 5 and the second time replied that the number is 2.
Teacher thought that it may be due to my finger position.

He again asked how much if both taken together?
_ Student replied 7.

Answers given by Sabina and other student in both problems

— (O




given above are wrong; it may be due to the language
miscommunication. Both these examples underscore the importance

of language in learning mathematics. We understand mathematical

ideas by making connections between language, symbols, pictures
and real-life situations. Mathematical concepts have to be associated
with a word or a phrase in order to be understood and used. Without
sufficient language input for communication , children will be at a
loss to interact with their peers and their teachers regarding the ideas
being developed and thiswill have seriously curtailtheir mathematical
development.. This paper is an attempt to show how effective use of
language can help the learners formulate concepts of mathematics in
consonance with demands of constructivist approach to learnirig.
The role of language in mathematics learning has been a matter
of interest over many years. The conception of mathematics is not
existentially a ‘languageless’ activity of the mind as the learners of
mathematics tend to believe. In fact, proficiency in mathematics
isdirectly proportionate to the proficiency in language. Many
researches suggest that as thelanguage becomes clearer the
understanding of mathematical concepts becomes better. The language
that teachers use in the mathematics classroom does have an impact
on thelearning of mathematics. Researchers in mathematics education
are in agreement thatcommunication is essential to the learning of
mathematics (Ryve, 2004).
Dave Moursund places mathematics into three overlappmg
categories:
- mathematics as a human endeavour the human development
and use of’ :
mathematics in measurement, dance, music, and so on.
mathematics as an academic discipline to be studied.
mathematics as an interdisciplinary language and a tool.
Dr.Jha (2013) in his paper ‘Language Proficiency vs.
Mathematical Proficiency’ has demonstrated how mathematical
proficiency depends heavily on language proficiency and the anxiety
in learning mathematics is closely related to the disregard shown to

effective communication in the classroom in recent times. There has

been, He argues, a growing tendency among the teachers of

o (O~

mathematics that teaching and learning mathematics has hardly
anything to do with language learning or proficiency in language. ‘We
are the teachers/learners of mathematics not of language. Why should
we bother about it?’- is the common belief among the pursuers of
mathematics. This attitude to language has proved fatal and it has
come in the way of proper formulation of concepts of mathematics
among the learners.There is no denying the fact that learning involves
language. Even when we are learning mathematics or science the
medium of understanding is basically a language. The only difference
is that in language learning we describe all aspects of language using
the language itself, while in mathematics and science we use
specialised vocabulary or registers.

Pimm (1987) also explored some of the language issues that
arise in attempting to teachand learn mathematics in a school setting.
This wide-ranging exploration covered the implications involved in
using the metaphor of mathematics as a language, as well as aspects
of classroom communication. It also examined some common spoken
interactions in mathematics classrooms.Because of the significance
of language in learning mathematics, it is important that teachers are
aware of the particular difficulties and complexmes of the way
language is used in this subject.

Several issues relating to language and literacy were identified:

the specialised symbols and expressions of mathematical

language

the use of everyday English terms that have different meanings

in mathematics classrooms

Language-based factors in solvmg mathematical word

problems

Communication in the mathematics classroom
Teaching of Mathematics and Vocabulary

For many children, mathematics is seen as a “foreign language”’;
the symbols and expressions provide a formidable barrier to
understanding of mathematical concepts.Teachers use oral language
to unpack and explain the meanings of mathematicalsymbolism; this
may be looked upon as a way of using the multi-semiotic nature of
mathematics to help students draw on the different meaning making
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modes for understanding. Enabling students to focus explicitly on
the linguistic features can help themexplore and clarify the technical
meanings. '
Forms of literacy associatedwith reading and interpreting
mathematical texts along with identified specific literacy demands:
Words used in a mathematics-specific way, including terms
such as tessellation, and words that exist in schoolmathematics
and also in the world beyond school
Spatial terminology (for example, above, horizontal)
The concise and precise expression in mathematics that
caninvolve significant lexical density
Word problems that create complexity through thesemantic
structuring of the questions rather than themathematics.
The difficulties associated with the technical vocabulary of
mathematics include the following: '
Mathematics uses a number of technical words that are not
usually met or used by primary school pupils outside mathematics
lessons. Examples might include ‘parallelogram’ and
‘multiplication’. Such words are not being reinforced in everyday
usage and are therefore not being given greater meaning throu gh
employment in a range of contexts. The existence of a discrete
set of mathematical terminology also encourages pupils to
perceive mathematics as being something that happens in school
that is unrelated to their everyday lives outside school.
There are words that are used in everyday English, which have
different or much more specific meanings in mathematics. For
example, in relation to subtraction the ‘difference between 9
and 14° is not that one has one digit and the other has two
digits. Other familiar examples would include: “volume’ (in
everyday English used mainly for levels of sound); and “right”
as used in ‘right angle’ (not the opposite of a left angle!).
Mathematics uses ‘odd’ to refer to every other counting number,
which is hardly consistent with the everyday use of the word.

Clearly, primary school teachers have to anticipate possible

confusions when using such words as these.
Zevenhergen cites this example from a middle year’s classroom:

. T: Can you calculate the volume of this box?

S: after a little pause..no

T: Do you know what volume is?

S: Yes, it is the button on the TV.

Words in mathematics are characteristically used with precise
meanings. But in ordinary everyday English, many mathematical words
are misused or used with a degree of sloppiness, which can be a barrier
to pupils’ understanding of mathematical concepts. “Sugar cubes’ are
usually cuboids, but not all of them are actually cubes. Adults do not
mean a time interval of one second when they say, ‘Just a second!’
The phrase ‘a fraction of the cost’ uses the word ‘fraction’ imprecisely
to mean ‘a small part of’. And the word ‘half” is often used to mean
one of two parts not necessarily equal.

Words can have different meanings depending on the context
in which they are used, as is evident in the case above. Zevenbergeli
provides the following list, indicating the ambiguity in meaning
between the context beyond school, and the context of the mathematics
classroom:

angle average  base below cardinal change
common degree difference face figure improper
leaves  left make mean model  natural
odd parallel  point - power product proper
rational real - record right root sign
similar  square table times  unit volume

We can add more other words in this list. Sometimes students
commit mistakes due to homophonic partner of the given word. Some
words are given the table below:

Mathematical words and homophonie partner
Mathematical | Homophonic | Mathematical Homophonic
Term _ Partner Term Partner
Arc Ark Sine Sign
Chord Cord Sum Some
Mode Mowed Plane Plain
Pl Pie Serial Cereal

—_—— (B



ciafE e e 34";'71’ Az Aiaes

Moreover, many teachers themselves use mathematical
language carelessly, such as confusing ‘amount’ with ‘number’, or
using ‘sum’ to refer to a calculation other than addition.One aspect of

language that can cause confusion is the ambiguity of words that are

different in meaning between the context beyond school and the
mathematics classroom. Several key considerations in helping students
deal with mathematical vocabulary, for example:

It is essential that students have the opportunity to see, hear

say and write mathematical vocabulary in context

Students at all levels need opportunities to define mathematlcal

terms in ways that make sense to them

Support students’ development of visual skills by encouraging

them to use pictures and diagrams to help understand

mathematical language.

A further difficulty is found in the words used for the four
main mathematical operations. Analysis of words and phrases used
for the operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division
indicates how complicated it is for adults to solve problems and
interpret real life situations. To understand this we can discuss the
following examples:

Terms can overlap between different operatlons

For example: The phrase ‘how many’ is commonly used to

indicate division as in ‘how many fours in 24?’ But what

about ‘how many are there between 4 and 24? Or ‘how
many are four 24s?’ ‘How many’ can be used for any
operation, but many students recognise it as division.

Multitude of different words used for the one operation

Another complication is the multitude of different words used
for the one operation. Taking subtraction as an example, the common
words used would include: from, minus, take away, and subtract.
But what about: difference between, less, reduce, remove, decrease,
discount, take off, and various other phrases that call for the use
of subtraction?
lveryday words in Mathematics

Mathematics uses many words in the Enghsh language that
are already familiar to students in their everyday lives. Words such as
‘change’ have a specific mathematical meaning, but as they also have

an everyday meaning, they are ambiguous in mathematics classrooms.
i (i)
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Students need to be taught new meanings for these a]readyfamnhar
words.

Mathematical words and their everyday usage
Mathematical words Everyday usage
Volume : sound level
Angle 3 point of view
Concrete hard substance used in paving
Property belonging to someone
Rational Sane
Figure shape of an object
Odd Strange
Order place a request

The progressof children in acquiring new
mathematicalconcepts in the classroom, and investigated their
learningof new meanings of familiar words, or new words for
theconcepts. In the following transcript the teacher is introducingthe
word ‘change’ with the mathematical meaning of ‘moneyleft over’.
Teaching of Mathematics and Syntax

Here are two examples of the difficulties of syntax that occur

frequently for pupils trying to make sense of mathematical statements.
Example 1

The first difficulty relates to the subtle uses of prepositions in a
number of basic statements we make in mathematics. Consider, for
example, the differences in meaning between:

(a) ‘divide 25 by 10’ and ‘divide 25 into 10°;

(b) ‘reduce this price 'by T 40’ and ‘reduce this price to 40°;

(c) ‘share twenty four between three’ and ‘share twenty four with
three’;

Teachers also need to be aware of ambiguities associated with
prepositions in some mathematical statements, such as: “what is 20 divided
into 5?° (2 or 0.5?); and ‘how much is 5 more than 3?° (2 or 8?).

— (S~



Example 2

Teachers should also recognize the syntactlcal complexity of
many of the statements they make and the questions they pose in
mathematics. Consider, for example, this question:

‘Which number between 25 and 30 cannot be divided equally by

either 2 or 3?7’

To grasp this, the pupil not only has to hold in thelr mind a
number of pieces of detailed information, but also has to relate these
together in the precise way implied by the complex syntax of the
sentence. It is a hugely demanding task, but not untypical of what is
demanded of primary school pupils doing mathematics.
Abstraction in Mathematics and Language:

Pupils need to learn correct, formal mathematlcal language.
So, for example,the collection of symbols ‘57 — 34 = 23’ is read
formally as “fifty sevensubtract thirty four equals twenty-three’. This
is a purely abstractstatement, dealing with concepts expressed in
abstract language.However, if these symbols were a model of some
real-life situation therewould also be the natural language that describes
the situation, such as: ‘Ifl have F 57 and I spend 34, then I have 23
left.” Giving time to establishingthe connections between the formal
abstract language that goeswith the symbols and the natural language
that describes the concrete situationsmodelled by the symbols is a
major part of the agenda for primaryteachers of mathematics.

We have to stress the importance of natural language as ‘a
mediatorbetween mental processes, specific symbolic expressions, and
logical organizationsin mathematical activities’. However, a major
difficulty is thatpupils have to learn to connect the same formal,
abstract language and theassociated symbols with the natural language
associated with a range ofvery different real-life situations. So, the
same symbols used above couldbe associated with the language of
taking away, or making comparisons, orfinding how much more is
needed, and so on, in a range of contexts, suchas sets of objects, money,
length, time, mass and capacity.

Word Problems of Mathematics and Language:
One of the major language difficulties in mathematics is the

-
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way in which pupils will sometimes respond incorrectly to verbal
cues in word problems.
For example: :

In a word problem that requires a subtraction but which contains
the word ‘more’, the word ‘more’, because it is naturally associated
with addition, will act as a miscue and prompt pupils to add the numbers
in the problem.

For example:

35 would be a common answer given to this question: ‘Suman
has now collected 28 marbles. That’s 7 more than she had last week.
How many tokens did he have last week?’

Conclusion:

Connecting mathematics withliterature supports learners to
understand mathematical problems. Recognised benefits for this age
groupinclude the way children canread and understand how
mathematics is a natural part of their physical and social worlds,learn
through books how mathematical ideas can berepresented in different
ways’, focus on the patterns of number and colour to predict howstories
are constructed, anduse the natural context of stories to discuss and
reasonabout mathematical ideas. '

Ward, (2005): _

proposed that the growing body of research in the fields of
mathematics and literacy supports the inclusion of children’s literature
into the teaching and learning of mathematics. Thus, given that many
mathematical ideas and concepts are abstract or symbolic, children’s
literature has a unique advantage in the mathematics classroom because
these ideas and concepts can be presented within the context of a
story, using pictures, and more informal, familiar language. By
integrating mathematics and literature, students gain experience with

solving word problems couched in familiar stories and thus avoid
struggling with unfamiliar vocabulary. :

Teachers have a significant role to play in exphclt teaching to
help students deal with the complex1t1es of language in mathematics.
Teacher should motivate the learner to frame word problems from
his/her local environment in his/her language so that learner can



understand the language of the problem. Understanding about the
nature of language used in mathematics classrooms enables teachers
to support students to deal with potential difficulties related to

language. In the case of word problems, for example, three types of

vocabulary are involved: mathematics vocabulary, procedural
vocabulary, and descriptive vocabulary. Finally we can say that use of
literature to teach mathematics highlights some of the possibilities
for using literature for using to prov1de a context for understanding
mathematics.
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Social Construetivism within the Second
Language Bea,dulg Classroom

Dr. Meena Sehrawat
Senior Lecturer

DIET, Ghumanhera

SCERT, New Delhi - 110073

Learning is internal process and influenced by the learner’s
personality, prior knowledge and learning goals. Constructivism
describes a learner-centred environment where knowledge and the
making of knowledge is interactive, inductive, and collaborative,
where multiple perspectives are represented, and where questions are
valued. Constructivism is not an educational fad; it is a major

rethinking about the teaching and learning process that will have a

lasting impact on both curriculum and instruction. Constructivism
provides a ‘new theory of learning’ and also a ‘new theory of teaching’.
This theory calls for a major shift from teacher-centred direct
instruction towards students —centred understanding—based teaching.
The traditional methods of teaching consider teaching as transmission
of facts to students who are considered passive receptors.
Constructivism is based on the belief that learners actively negotiate,
create, interpret and reorganize knowledge in individual ways. This
shift in attitude opens the door for a new approach to learning and

teaching: social constructivism. Piaget suggests that children construct_

knowledge individually whereas according to Vygotsky and Bruner
(1993) social interaction is important for the construction of
knowledge. '

Social constructivism was being formulated around the same
time as cognitive constructivism mainly by Lev Vygotsky. Vygotsky

argued that language and therefore learning, is social and processed

within a larger framework that incorporates many aspects of society.
Information and data have social elements embedded that require
learners to learn with and from others. In social cognitivism, the
information is socially constructed then internally processed, rather

N FZFm=E Feelie we saad) Ewt

than the other way round as seen in cognitive constructivism. This is
particularly relevant to the second language classroom, as the new
language brings with it many nuances of culture that cannot and should
not be dissected from the information. :

According to social constructivists learning takes place in a
sociocultural environment and learners are the active constructors of
their own learning environment. We learn not as isolated individuals,
but as active members of society. What we learn and how we make
sense of knowledge depends on where and when, such as in what
social context, we are learning. Vygotsky, the father of social -
constructivism, claimed that learning occurs through dialogue
(Vygotsky, 1978). This dialogue is initially intermental, i.e., it takes
place between teacher and student, between students, or even between
text and reader (Wilson, 1999). Hence, the learner tries to make sense
of what is said or written through internal or inframental dialogue
(Vygotsky, 1978).

In addition, Vygotsky (1968) believed in the Zone of Proximal
Development (ZPD) which is “the distance between the actual
developmental level as determined by independent problem-solving
under adult guidance in collaboration with more capable peers”.
‘Teachers find a learner’s ZPD through various methods of systematic
observations. The analysis of drawings, writing, reading, speaking
and spelling provides evidence of a child’s understanding and helps
teachers decide a next step for instruction. Vygotsky’s hypothesis leans
heavily on the social construction of knowledge which grows from
the support of more capable others (e.g. parents, teachers, older
siblings, etc.).

Another fundamental concept in social constructivism is the .
idea of scaffolding. Scaffolding involves a teacher finding learner’s
ZPD and engaging with learner or group of children in a learning task
while providing temporary supports that are removed as students show
evidence of independence. As student shows progress in language
development, the scaffolding is gradual]y phased out. The pnnmples :
ure;

* When learners are in trouble glve more help than before (Scaﬁoldmg)
* When they succeed, glve less help than before O‘admg)
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It attempts to strike a balance between the two, ensuring that
learners solve for themselves as many of the problems in a task as
possible, and intervening when the task is too difficult in order to
avoid prolonged failure.Thus, scaffolding enables students to achieve
great leaps forward in their language learning.

Reading from a Social Constructivist Point of View

Social constructivists see reading, like learning, as social
practice. The social context affects when you read, what you read,
where you read, who you read with and, of course, why and how you
read. Interacting with text can involve practices as diverse as reading
instructions, scanning a newspaper, or reading an academic article.
Thus, when we are designing curricula for reading in English classes,
we first need to ask ourselves what our students need to be able to do
in terms of social practice.

For many learners decoding text is synonymous with ‘reading’
because this is the social practice they have been taught in schools.
Decoding text includes guessing meaning from context, predicting,
using background knowledge, and using text structure. It also includes
looking up unknown vocabulary in a dictionary or glossary, working
out sentence structures and deciphering reference chains.

Classroom reading practices may help to scaffold the
development of students’reading skills. However, if students are not
encouraged to go beyond these strategies, they may learn reading habits
which are over-focused on decoding and thereby detrimental to other
reading resources. In the field of teaching English as a second language,
reading aloud is one common classroom reading practice, but in fact
it has little to do with meaning makingprocess, as it focuses more on
decoding the sound-symbol relationship. Obviously, there is more to
reading than decoding. It is not enough to just hear or see the words
on the page. The reader also has tolisten to and struggle to make sense
in their minds of what the writer is trying to say; this is intermental
dialogue in Vygotsky’s terms. In listening to the author’s words,
students need to construct their own representation of the author’s
message — intramental dialogue.

Readers also have to know how to use texts. They can be used
for pleasure, for gatheringinformation, for writing essays, and for
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language learning. Our students have expectations ofhow texts can
and should be used based on their prior experience of texts as social
practice. Asteachers, we need to encourage and facilitate students’
use of texts in new social contexts.
Tools for Effective Social Constructivist Theory for Second
Language Reading Classes

The social constructivist views that one should stop teaching
reading by simply practising, and focusing on assisting students to
enhance their capacity to read constructively. The books are often
chosen by teachers or by textbook writers to demonstrate a grammatical
point rather than to engage students in meaningful and purposeful
reading practices. Reading without a purpose is like being a ‘mute
outsider’ rather than a meaning-maker. The pre-reading, while-reading
and post-reading exercises sometimes provide so much support that
the students do not really have to read the whole text at all. Instead,
we need to empower students to choose what and how to read in ways

which suit their own needs and purposes. The following strategies may

translate the social constructivist theorymto action for teaching reading
in a second language classroom.
Purpose and Relevance of Reading Text

Students need to have a clear idea of why they are reading and
to know how the text relates to other aspects of their course. A
constructivist teacher offers his or her students options and choices in
their work. Rejecting the common practice of telling students what to
read, he or she engages their trust and invites them to participate in a
constructivist process that allows them to be involved in decisions
about selecting the text. Students also need encouragement to move
beyond this teacher-textbook controlled situation into reading texts
which they themselves have selected for their own purposes. The
teacher may ask them: is the text selected by you meant to be used as
a language resoutce, or is it meant to stimulate dialogue?
Reading Aloud to Students

A useful form of scaffolding is to read aloud to students the
reading practices we want our students toadopt. Students usually love
having stories read aloud to them; they have natural eagerness to know
what happens next. We may think that your students’ language skills
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are not advanced enough to follow the stories in English. We may

worry that they might get bored while listening if they don’t understand.
But there are many things that we can do to help our students follow
us while we read aloud. We have to ensure that our students understand
the context of the story before we start reading: It’s easier for them to
follow a story if they know what to expect. It is important for the
teachers to modulate their voice to express feelings in order to help
the students infer the meaning. One could use different voices for
cach character in the story, and show the accompanying emotions on
the face; e.g., frown, smile, raise brows, nod or shake head. One could
also use one’s hands and head to gesture and mime various actions in
the story.
Creating Awareness of the Author behind the Text

Text analysis can develop a strong understanding in our
students that texts are written byreal people for a range of different
purposes, and that some are more successful than others inachieving
this purpose. An interesting exercise with advanced students is to
compare two reportsof the same news item from different sources
and see how reliable they are. What sources havebeen used? What
has been picked out as the key point? What verbs have been used and
to whateffect? Which one concord most with their own perceptions
of the situation? Obviously, thissort of activity is not only more
motivating, but also leading to a much better appreciation of the text.
They can later be asked to write their ownarticle using the information
and the vocabulary and structures of the original articles.
Using Peer-Scaffolding

Although teacher support is essential in scaffolding, it is also

- essential to unleash studentsfrom the teacher-fronted classroom setting.

Peer-scaffolding is a step toward independent use ofthe four reader-
roles. Working in collaboration with peers on reading tasks can expand
students’use of these roles, helping them to become more effective
decoders and users of text, moreparticipatory makers of meaning, and
more aware of how authors manipulate text. As an effective group
task, teachers canask the students to read texts on a given toplc first,
and then prepare a group presentatlonby makmg a visual representation
of the topic. Students would find it very enlighteningto see
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howdifferently they all visualise the topic. :

How peers influence one another’s learning has been the focus
of much research during the past three decades. When students perform
a small-group activity, they develop trust in other group members and
as such they listen to and accept their suggestions.

Students Initiative andAutonomy

Allowing students to work independently is an essential aspect
ol socialconstructivist theory. Setting tasks which allow students to
read in areas which interest them andfor purposes which are important
to them is the best motivator. However, Students initiatives should be
appreciated. Once again, scaffolding before and during individual or
smallgroup tasks is essential.

Shared and Guided Reading

The National Focus Group on Te eachmg of English points out
that ‘regular story reading triggers the acquisition process in children,
and will encourage reading in both the teacher as well as the pupil’
(NCERT, 2006). The paper recommends the use of ‘big books’, story
cards that students can arrange into sequence and talk about, and CD
or audio cassette ‘talking books’ as resources that teachers can use.
Stories that draw from students” communities and backgrounds also
provide contexts and purposes for reading.

Traditionally in India, the emphasis in English language
teaching has been on ‘bottom-up’ approaches that focus on written
text at the level of letters and then words. Strategies include teaching:
letters of the alphabet, the sounds they represent (phonics), and the
spellings and meanings of individual words. This ‘bottom-up’ approach
does not necessarily lead to comprehension of what is being read.

Reading stories aloud is, by contrast, a ‘top-down’ approach,
focusing on overall meaning and whole language. Of course, when
you read stories aloud, you can also focus on letters and words — but
the main emphasis is on pleasure and enjoyment that reading offers.
xamples of. ‘top-down’ strategies for teaching reading include
puessing meaning from pictures, predicting based on what has come
before and using background knowledge to understand the text. It is
now recognised that both ‘top-down’ and *bottom-up’ approaches are
important in the reading process (NCERT, 2006). Shared reading and
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puided reading are ‘top-down’ strategies. Shared reading offers a
valuable opportunity to assess the students’ participation,
understanding and reading skills. The guided reading is small group
meeting space where children read levelled books that are in their
7PD with the support of their classroom teacher. These homogeneous
groups engage in conversations before, while and after the reading of
stories. English language learners participate in conversations about
texts with the modelling, prompting, and remforcmg of the teacher.
Encouraging Interpretation

Social constructivist theory emphasizes that we need to
encourage students to create their own meaning from text, rather than
to impose a teacher’s interpretation of the meaning upon them.
Teachers may help as facilitator to bridge the linguistic and cultural
gap that students experience in reading a text. A teacher should not
dominate the lesson by ‘telling’ students the meaning of the text rather
than assist them (scaffolding) to create meaning themselves. So a
teacher should judiciously ask questions that allow the students to
think beyond the text as well. To scaffold this ability, one possible

activity is to get students in groups to write quiz questions for other '

groups to answer. Generating questions can be used as either a pre-
reading or a post-reading activity. The art of asking questions which
are easily within the students’ grasp, leads them to engage more
interactively with the text. The goal is to enable them to become
independent readers.

Applebee (1993) suggests that rather than treating English as
a subject to be memorized, a constructivist treats it as a body of
knowledge, skills, and strategies that must be constructed by the learner
out of experiences and interactions within the social context of the
classroom. In such a tradition, understanding a work of literature does
not mean memorizing someone else’s interpretations, but constructing
and elaborating upon one’s own within the constraints of the text and
the conventions of the classroom discourse community.
Meaningful Learning occurs within Authentic Learning Task

An effective classroom teacher needs to be able to evaluate,
adapt and produce reading materials so as to ensure a match between

the learners and the materials they read. Every teacher should choose
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authentic text, and therefore should provide additional teaching
material over and above course book material. One thing to keep in
mind while selecting the material is that no material is fit for all times
and for everyone. A set of cntena needs to be identified before selecting
any reading text.

The textbook is a stimulus or instrument for teaching and
learning. It is just one out of the many resources to teach. Teachers
should not use it as sum of all the experiences to be given at that
particular age. A text book has to be supplemented with other
books.The literature should reflect students’ interests and taste, the
teacher’s responsibility is to guide and refine students’ interests and
tastes, and should engage them in meaningful ways. They should
experience “real” literature.

Collaborative Learning

Collaborative learning focuses on initiating learners into
communities of knowledge, where scaffolding can occur between
participants and learners socially construct meaning based on what
they already know. Members interact within these communities,
sharing experiences and helping one another to construct the
knowledge together. With the use of emerging technologies,
collaborative learning has become even easier to implement in the
classroom. Constructivist lays emphasis on making real worldly
problemseasily graspable within the language learning classroom.

Language is a social activity and requires a social approach to
learning. Whether a cognitive or social constructivist, both agree that
socializing and collaborating within the classroom results in a deeper
and more meaningful construction of knowledge for the learner
(Powell, 2009). Language is a subject of interaction and expression
and lends itself directly to this idea of a more shared perspective of
learning. In addition, the social aspect provides a richer and more
diverse experience for the student, including a higher sense of self-
efficacy (Nie& Lau, 2010). A Literacy Collaborative classroom is a
constructive, student-centred classroom built on Vygotsky’s theory
that “What a child can do.in cooperation today, he can do alone
tomorrow.”



Classrooms as Social Setfings: Opportunities to Learn and Be
Motivated

When classrooms are organized around activities and content,
the engaged readers interact with one another as they work to master
knowledge, they talk together about books, share their writing, and
discuss homework. Social interaction patterns can enhance the .
development of strategies for reading. Students’ prior levels of
knowledge and motivation determine how much learning will occur,
and the content of learning depends on the quantity and ‘quality of
social interactions around learning topics. Students achieved more in
student-directed than in teacher-directed groups.

Conclusion '

Literature is a powerful vehicle for helping children understand
their homes, communities and the world. Even before young children
can read themselves, family members, especially the grandma and
teachers are reading them stories about other children in far-away
places, sometimes from the distant past, or about children whose lives
are like their own. The impressions and messages contained in these
stories can last a lifetime. Even in this era of “virtual” experience, the

reading of children’s books remains one of the most personal, in that

the literary experience is shaped by the interaction of reader, listener
and text.

Social constructivist approach to reading offers tools and -

principles for an English teacher to give students opportunities to
participate in text events, entering into active dialogue with texts and
their authors, not as outsiders, but as active participants in the process
of reading. When the teacher is in the role of a facilitator and students
are actively engaged, then constructivist learning is being promoted
within the classroom. This is what we need to provide the right platform
to the teachers to practise in the class in every school. It is befitting to
sum up with Zimmerman that ”Learning is not Somerhmg that happens
lo students; it is samethmg that happens by students”.
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Ngugi Wa Thiong’O is one of those writers who have no faith
in the theory of ‘arts for art sake’; he is one of those writers who believe
in promoting human awareness or establishing ‘intelligible links with
life’. The rich tradition of Kenya before colonisation and the subsequent
distortion of the same in the colonial and post-colonial period become
his major preoccupation as an artist. Ngugi’s manifest concern with
colonialism in his works has been hailed as his distinguished strength
as a novelist. It was because of his success and popularity as a novelist

that Ngugi was ‘censored, imprisoned and finally exiled by the Kenyan

Government.’ (Killam:1984:135) Nonetheless, Ngugi’s artistic
preoccupation with colonialism helps him sensitively describe the
colonial impact on the people and show his sincere commitment to his
quest for a ‘socialist order’ and a revolutionary culture. It is significant
that despite his professed aim of conveying to his readers messages of
general benefit, his art does not become propagandist. In fact, in all his
works, his characters are ‘alive and interesting’ and his ‘fictional
narrative...artistically compelling to the rcader (N gugi wa Thiong:
Homecoming: 1972: 45).

Ngugi objectively presents the pre-colonial, colonial and the
post-colonial condition of the people in their struggles as well as their

crises and weaves them in a narrative pattern. He is deeply conscious - -

that imperialist capital is the real enemy in Africa today. The
spokesperson for Ngugi’s socialist solution is Karega, the lawyer,
Abdullah and Munira. Karega’s union activities have politicised the
workers and they are ready to haul defiance at their greedy employers

as can be seen in the last part of the novel, the last duty - indicating
the struggle continues — LA LUTA CONTINUA. Ngugi hopes that
out of Petals of Blood, Kenyans might gather “petals of revolutionary
love” (Patrick Williams: 1997: 127-28). Ngugi’s combative spirit
continues agalnst the neo-colonial agents and their masters in Devil
on the Cross.

Like Achebe, Ngugi shows his commitment in exposing the
corrupt practices in post-colonial phase as well. If Achebe exposes
the military regime of Idi Amin in the symbolic representation of Sam
of Kangan in Ant Hills of Savannah, Ngugi satirically exposes the
post-independence corruption in Daniel Arap Moi’s regime in his novel
Wizard of the Crow. In The River Between, he seeks to go back to the
roots of the societies to describe the past in terms of its myths, traditions
and rituals. Here, Ngugi shows his concern with the presence of early
missionaries and the ultimate cultural conflict. The white men’s efforts
are directed at alienating the people from the lands.

The River Between abounds in myths and folk culture in pre-
independence times, but the plot is built around the sets of image
revolving round ‘the land.” The rivers - Kamemo, Makuyu and Kenia
- form a pattern of ridge and valley, enabling Ngugi to “evoke the
atmosphere of the ridges and chronicle the tardiness and customs they
embrace” (Reddy: 1994 19). It is remarkable how Waiyaki, the
protagonist, grows up with the tales of Gikuyu customs and ancestry.
He has been told about the origin of the Gikuyu people in the same
vein as the Christians might have told them from their Old Testament
about the Paradise, Adam and Eve and the fall of Man. Chege, in the
primitive story telling tradition, tells Waiyaki about the sacred
Mugumbo tree where Murumgu brought Gikuyu and Mumbi and “gave
the country to them and their grandchildren, feen na tene, the world
without end.” (Robson:1979:1). Substituting the Paradise with the
ridges is a masterstroke of the novelist.

Ngugi not only employs myth to show how colonial race took
hold there and exploited the blacks and thereby serve a unifying force
in strengthening the black’s resolve to fight. Notwithstaﬁding the
animosity between Kameno and Mukuyu, Waiyaki and Nyambura
come together. They seem to embody in them Gikuyu and Mumbi,

—
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the first man and first woman. Their union Slgmﬁes hope for national umty

Waiyaki, the ‘Black Messiah’, attempts to remove “the central
Christian doctrine from the dress of western culture” (Ngugi wa
Thiong‘O: 1978: 180). For, he firmly believes that any acceptance of
the Christian church means rejection of Aftrican traditional customs.
It also means the rejection of those conventions, values. and rituals
that have held the people together from centuries. He, therefore,
believes that adopting a new system is an adaptation of debased
European middle-class mode of living and behavmm' a ‘rejection of
his past and roots’ (Robson: 1979:18). L - :

Ngugl s Christian upbringing inspires him to compare the
African converts with Judas, the 13" disciple who betrayed Jesus:
“While the European settlers robbed people of their land and the
products of their sweat, the missionary robbed people of their soul.
Thus was the African body and soul bartered for thirty pieces of silver
and the promise of European heaven” (Homecoming: 32).”
Circumcision is another highly debated issue in The River Between. It
is an indigenous, traditional and, therefore, perhaps anti-colonial rite
that operates as a form of resistance against impending British
imperialism. Ngugi juxtaposes circumcision and Christianity in such
a way that circumcision becomes a ‘pagan’ rite in the novel: “For
Nyambura had learnt and knew that circumcision was sinful. It was a
pagan rite from which she and her sister had been saved. A daughter
of God should never let even a thought of circumcision come fo her
mind (The River Between: 31-32).” :

It is remarkable how Nyambura’s internalization of Christian
beliefs leads her to the disavowal of indigenous cultural practices.

However, a conflict begins in her mind and she begins to question the

legitimacy of the Christian censure of circumcision: “Father and
mother are circumcised. Are they not Christians? Circumcision did

not prevent them from being Christians. I too have embraced the white .

man'§ faith. However, I know it is beauufu! to be initiated into

womanhood ...Surely, there is no tribe that does not circumcise. Or

how does a girl grow into a woman (The River Between: 27)? ”
Notwithstanding his colonial or European education at the
(hristian school, Waiyaki accepts the tribal laws and taboos and
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remains ‘rooted’ to earth. Despite this, he finds it difficult to accept
circumcision even though it was “an important ritual to the tribe”
(Dhar: 64). The death of Joshua’s daughter, Muthoni, during
circumcision leads Waiyaki to realise painfully that “Circumcision
had to be rooted out if there was to be any hope of salvation for those
people” (Kirnan: 1969: 217). However, he is also aware that this cannot
be fought with traditional weapons; it can only be “accommodated by
understanding” (The River Between: 68). His vision of the benefits
of education follows Mugo wa Kibiro’s prophecies that this new
knowledge will be adequate to drive out the settlers.

Waiyaki makes it a point to spread modern education, omitting
the petrified forms of tradition and the rigid social norms, and thereby
evolving a national culture, which will stand integrated before the
aggression of colonial education. He rejects western education, as he
finds that it is not “an adequate answer to the hungry soul of the A frican
masses.”(The River Between: 30). He finds that the Church, with its
professed aim to convert the people has also adapted the Bible
according to the local belief and sees to it that the people could carry
out the minimum duties while assisting the missionaries.

' Waiyaki makes an attempt to retrieve the traditional Kenyan
culture on modern lines, extricating it from the all-absorbing colonial
thrusts that isolated the Kenyans from their root. He is very clear in
his mind that “Invasion of the hills begins not just with a team of
white colonialists but also with education™ ( The River Between: 32).
His conflict with Joshua is chiefly because of his realisation that the
new learning cannot be fought with traditional weapons; it requires
cqual intelligence, understanding and a fine culturization.

The seer Mugo-wa Kibiro who tells the myth of ‘the original
parents of the clan - Gikuyu” and ‘Mumbi’ - also firmly believes that
by learning the advanced ways of the white men they can resist the
superiority of the whites, thus using their qualities as a weapon against
them. Obviously, Mugo, like Ezeulu’s in the Arrow of God, wants to
enhance people’s capability with modern and scientific skills but rot-
at the cost of freedom ‘and dignity.

Waiyaki’s father Chegi asks his son to llsten to Mugo s
prophecy. This implies learning the wisdom and secrets of the white
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men without accepting their vices. In fact, gradually a number of people
come to realise that if they have to survive with dignity and
independence, they need to learn the modern skills and beat the white
man in his own game.

Waiyaki devotes himself to educate his people for two reasons:

first, to save them from exploitation by the Whites and second to

prepare them to fight against the colonial onslaught. He starts ‘sel.f
help’ schools for the people to ‘build together’, to ‘champion’ their
own cultural ways” ( The River Between:68). Waiyaki also dreams of
making the people conscious of their unity, forgetting their petty
differences and cultural tags caused by conversion and preaching. He
is always vaguely meeting the same fate as met by Mugo and his
father. However, he goes much further in his designs than his
predecessors.

However, like a typical reformist, Waiyaki suffers from
indecision and dilemma. There seems to be a disparity between his
vision and his ability to achieve it and this constitutes his tragic flaw.
It is because of this trait in his character that he fails to take a definite
line against the Kiama, his arch-rival. Between his walkout from the
office of the Kiama and by the time he comes to link the theme of
unity with the political goals of the community, everything seems to
have slipped out of his hand. However, even when Waiyaki is not
clear of his own political ideal, he knows education would bring unity
and freedom.

It seems in place to mention that education was the chief

weapon of anticolonial resistance. Decades before the Mau Mau

rebellion broke out, the movement for independent schools, breaking

away with the Missionary controlled education system, thrived unfier
the patronage of the Kikuyu. The Kikuyu Education Associatan
(KKEA) and the Kikuyu Independent School Association (KISA) set
up hundreds of schools which were very popular. When emergency
was imposed in 1952, all Independent Schools were outlawed beca:use
they were influential and politically dangerous to the administration.
The River Between (1965) may be viewed as a critique of the
Independent School movement. :

Ngugi finds in Waiyaki the voice of the people that will be
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able to raise consciousness, resist the temptation of the colonialist,
and stop the liquidation of the aboriginal culture. “Waiyaki, a martyr
in the fight against the colonial power, is a symbolic portrayal of a
mythical hero. Ngugi induces a revolutionary characteristic in Waiyaki;
perhaps he wants him to carry his crusade against “cultural
imperialism” which was closely associated with “economic
exploitation and political oppression of the colonized people.”(The
River Between: 13).

Waiyaki, no doubt, errs at several points but he realises the
necessity of reconciliation of cultures and the unity of the people to
bring freedom. He looks forward in an ambitious way, quite hopeful
and confident: of having “a completely socialized economy, collectively
owned and controlled by the people ... a complete and total liberation
of the people, through the elimination of all exploitative forces, ...
necessary for a national culture.” (Ngugi: 1981:15)

Obviously, Ngugi’s fiction has its genesis in the colonial
experience of the Kenyans - the crucial struggle between the colonizer
and colonized in which land becomes a significant part of the colonial
supremacy and power. The same holds good also to his another novel
Weep Not Child. This novel wonderfully depicts how “Deprived of their
land, the natives are reduced to the status of landless labours”(Ngugi:
1981:9). Written in the year 1964, it portrays the landless native’s struggle
against the white settlers in pre-colonial Kenya.

The plot of Weep Not Child incorporates pre-colonial as well as
post-colonial condition of families just before the Mau Mau uprising.
The basic objectives of Mau Mau revolutionaries were to drive out the
Europeans, seize the government and give back to the Kenyan peasants
their stolen lands and property (Easton: 1965:103-4). Ngugi’s novel
successfully brings out the class difference, unjust land distribution
between white settlers and the Kikuyu people, and the role of capital in
unsettling the common people from their family roots.

It is an irony that the violent struggle between the white
landlords and black landless labourers that ruins his family fails to
draw Njoroge into the mainstream. He turns a deaf ear to the pleas of
Boro, the Mau Mau activist. The latter interrogates his father; “How
can you continue working for a man who has taken your land? How
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can you go on serving him?”(Weep Not Child: 133)
Boro fails to reconcile with the underdog treatment from the

. white settlers who have deprived him of the very land that rightfully

belonged to him. However, the issue and the importance of land has
been wonderfully brought out by Ngotho who is condemned to work
as a ‘Shamba- boy” on the very land, which had previously, belonged
to his family. He suffers humiliation at the hands of Nganga, who is
rich because he has land.-It seems in place that in this society any man
who has land is considered rich. If a man has plenty of money, many
motor cars, but no land, he can never be counted as rich. Here, a man
with tattered clothes but having at least an acre of red earth is better
off than the man with money.”(Dhar: p.65)

Njoroge’s suffering, Jacobo’s death, his father’s detainment
and brother Boro’s plunging into the Mau Mau revolt sums up the
total colonial experience of the Kenyans. Mr. Howlands taking the
law into hand and tormenting Ngotho shows the sadistic colonial
purpose of the whites to subjugate the natives.

Njoroge’s dream is eventually shattered with his arrest at the |

school; his route to escape from social tension ends. His expectation
from his own potential as the uniting force and a saviour is destroyed,
his innocent idealism transforms into delusion and he bursts out:
“Kenya is no place for us” (Weep Not Child: 129). It is remarkable
that the violent struggle between the white landlords and the black
landless labourers that ruins his family fails to draw him into the
mainstream. : : g
Obviously, Ngugi as an artist is more interested in stressing
on the complexities and difficulties rather than success of a political
revolutionary concept. He exposes the anarchic level of movement
away from the enormity of the task undertaken, yielding to the slow
and agonising birth of a political conviction with honesty and integrity.
This gives his reader an extremely-valuable insight into a decisive

moment in the history of the emergence of a nation from the pressure

of a much abrasive colonizer.

A Grain of Wheat is sequel to The River Between, and Weep
Not Child in that this novel too is based on Mau Mau uprising within
the framework of the Christian myth. The very title of the novel is

e
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taken from the chapter I Corinthians 15:36 in the Bible (as referred in
the opening pages of the book): “Thou fool, that which Thou sowest
is not quickened, except it die. And that which thou sowest, thou sowest
not that body that shall be, but bear again, it may chance of wheat, of
some other grain. (A Grain of Wheat: 1)

The allusion is suggestive of the Kenyans’s attempt to seek
resurrection through violent nationalist struggle against the colonial
regime in Kenya. Even the sacrifices of the leading characters - Waiyaki
and Kihika - allude to the true sacrifice of Jesus Christ: . “Waiyaki s
blood contained within it a seed, a grain, which gave birth to a
movement whose main strength thereafier sprang from a bond with
the soil.” (A Grain of Wheat: 83)

There is a popular belief that Waiayki will rise like phoenix,
every time the nation passes through a trauma of subjugation. Kihika,
thus, is a Waiayki reborn with all the potentials of Christ to sacrifice
himself for the people: “I die for you, you die for me, and we become
a sacrifice for one another. So I can say that you, Karanja, are Christ,
I am Christ. Everybody who takes the oath of Unity to change things
in Kenya is Christ. Christ then is not one person. All those who take
up the cross of liberating Kenya are the true Christ for us Kenyan
people.” (Prasad: 102-3)

Kihika seeks to break open the abstraction of religion and take
its revolutionary elements to the people. His reference to the Christ or
to Gandhi is, in fact, is a strategy to inspire people to fight for their
independence. He makes people remember, “Take up my cross, is what
Christ told his people, if any man will come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whosoever save his
life shall loose it and whosoever will loose his life for my sake shall

Jind it. Do you know why Gandhi succeeded? Because his native people

give up their fathers and mothers and serve their one Mother — India.
With us, Kenya is our mother.” (Black Africa: 126)

Ngugi remarkably breaks away from the “basically
chronological method of narration” and develops the novel to render
the complexity of the situation. His narrative alternates between the
description of the rise of Mau Mau revolt in Kenya and the landless
Mugo’s exploitation by the colonial government and their agencies.
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While portraying the lives of a group of people, such as Mugo,
Giikonyo, Karanja, Kihika, Koinandu, the General R and Mumbi,
Ngugi “relates their lives to the larger political movement going on in
the country and thereby “enters into their minds and lays bare their
desires, dreams, strengths and weaknesses.”

Ngugi’s highlights the “tragedy of betrayal and self-betrayal”
(Prasad: 94) during the struggle for freedom. Mugo carries the burden
of guilt as ‘Judas’. He betrays Kihika, the Christ figure of the
revolution. Githua’s deception exposes the distorted and queer side
of the revolution.

The ‘race’ is a keyword in the novel. It symbolises various
levels of pace in which the lives of the people are involved. It is arace
that determines the relationship between Gikonyo and Mumbi; despite
losing track in the earlier race, Gikonyo achieves Mumbi. Again,
towards the end of the novel, it is a race that brings back the estranged
couple together. Karanja once again fails to compete with him in the
race. /

Ngugi does not remain content with showing the effect of
Emergency on the natives only. He also shows “the corrosive effects

of the Emergency on the Europeans and the varying attitudes to the

African, as represented by Margery, John Thompson and Dr. Lynd.”
(Howard: 1973:118) He unsparingly exposes the European’s
mistreatment of the blacks and their shallow relationships: Margery
Thomson’s adultery, Dr. Lynd’s superficial views about the natives,
Dr. Van Dyke’s ruthlessness, Robson’s merciless killings of the
activists and John Thomson’s limitations to understand the blacks.

A Grain of Wheat takes up the issues of a post-colonial world
shaping up with the Uhuru (independence) celebrations. The novel
concludes on a note of reconciliation and optimism. Mugo’s confession
not only comes as a surprise but it also relates how the truth that lies
hidden can expose the so-called Puritanism practised during the
revolutionary phase.

The image of the broken home in need of repair, strongly
suggests the true condition of the postcolonial phase. The reconciliation
between Gikonyo and Mumbi, is also very suggestive. It hints at a
happy reunion the people might expect after achieving ‘Uhuru’ or
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independence. The proposed fresh mould on the stool as thought by
the Gikonyo is both regenerative and creative. It symbolically heralds
the birth of *a new Kenya’ where the pregnant Mumbi represents both
the mother of the Kikuyus and the wife of Gikonyo.

If in 4 Grain of Wheat, Ngugi evaluates the complex web of
colonial effects in post independent Kenya, Petals of Blood takes it
further. Here, Ngugi censors the morbid development, the rapid
transition from feudalism to capitalism that stigmatises the average
Kenyan as wretched and debased. In Petals of Blood, Ngugi tries to
update the derivatives drawn in the earlier novels; sense of unity and
order in The River Between, suffering and compassion in 4 Grain of
Wheat and Weep Not Child and disillusionment of Secret Lives . In
course of doing this, he develops a straight-forward narrative with
clear perception of social realism about the most turbulent historical
period in Kenya. Here, Ngugi depicts the onslaught of the
multinationals as a pitiable consequence of the revolutionary era, when
the capital accumulation of a particular class deprives the people of
their minimum. The politics of neo-colonialism in the form of multi-
nationals and the bourgeois and the issues arising out of religion and
rebellion signify an important milieu of the novel.

The novel sums up both the past and the present of the Kenyan
society and projects the present in a new perspective. The social change
and its sources - the struggle and resistance - are symbolically presented
through the ‘journey’ or the ‘march’ with demand of reform to the
national bourgeoisie. The description rendered by Wanja about her
fall, indicates the fall of the people, the degrading economy after
independence. _

The *march’ is used as “symbolic tribute” (Homecoming: 28)
to imply social change; it has been shown how the newly built road
brings along with it a wave of socio-economic change in an unknown
town Ilmorog. It is not only the transformation of a metal road from a
dirty road that Munira discovers in his first visit, but also an aggressive
capitalist intervention that consumes the local market and its people
dependent on it. A dusty road track becomes the ‘Trans-Africa’ road.
Apparently, Nairobi is linked with Ilmorog but in reality, it is the capital
influx which makes inroads to an unknown feudal base. Ngugi explains
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ithin within the novel, how “abstracted from the vision of oneness, of
i collective struggle of the African people, the road brought only the
unity of carth’s surface: every corner of the continent was now within
casy reach of international capitalist robbery and exploitation”
(Williams: 211). :

In post-colonial Africa, only the faces of the exploiter appear
to have changed. Capitalist henchmen replaced the colonial profiteers.
This strong pessimism informs the title phrase ‘petals of blood’ which
also remains the central symbol of the novel. The symbol explains the
process of life to the bearers of life — Children. Ngugi commendably
points out the ruthless change that has degraded the human values
into mere saleable items.

Devil On the Cross, his first novel in Gikuyu, shows that instead
of Jesus Christ who has failed relentlessly, it is the ‘Devil’ that comes
back to earth to offer guidance and redemption with the promise of a
heaven. In this way, Ngugi’s resistant voice of the narrator could be
Christ or Devil. For, the connection between Good and Evil is
ambiguous. As Warringa encounters the Voice, it says that the “nature
of God is the image of the good we do here on Earth. The nature of
Satan is the image of all the evil we do here on Earth. The question is:
what are evil actions and what are good actions?” (Devil On the Cross: 7)

Warringa, the central character, assumes the position of a -

modern Christ who takes up violence to avenge the exploited. She
assassinates her husband’s father. This symbolically shows the
necessity of the armed struggle to achieve equality and liberation from
the exploiters. Ngugi’s anger on the apostasy of the Church is evident
as he focuses his attack on the hypocritical abuse of Christianity. In
his attempt, he tries to re-write the truth.

Jacinta Warringa’s life becomes more complex in a post-
colonial world. In her journey from innocence to experience, she fully
experiences the national deceit, especially when she encounters a group
of dejected people. Each one of this group tells a tale: how they have
either been thwarted and deceived in their lives or has compromised
with the system that has passed into the hands of deviated and corrupt
leaders. These leaders appear to have sold the national economy in
the hands of multinationals alias the “neo-colonial” agents. An unusual

competition to select seven experts in modern theft and robbery that
takes place in the ‘Devil’s Feast’ very subtly exposes the Post- colonial
Kenya infested with corruption.

It is significant to note that the ‘misfortune’ and ‘trouble’ that
gyrates around Warringa is a general problem of the Kenyan society.
Her victimisation is also the victimisation of all girls of her age group
and all women of her class, subjugated by the capital, and its post-
colonial bearers. However, the experiences transform her from a native
virgin to a ravaged self. She shoots her first exploiter: the ‘rich old
man’ and brings an end to the cause of the exploitation.

Warringa’s colonial defiance is visible in her dressings,
gestures ‘and upkeeping. Her conscience reproves, as she attempts to
commit suicide or ‘sacrifice’ herself for the sake of others. She is
rescued and taken to the steps of a saloon, where she stands against
the wall and passes into an illusion; she visualises amid darkness the
‘cross’ towards which the people in rags are pushing the Devil. The
Devil’s attire resembles a bourgeois gentile clad in silk suit, carrying
the Devil’s twisted stick like a folded umbrella. They accuse the Devil
of mass exploitation, felony and crime.

It is obvious that through the tales of his characters, Ngugi,
throws light on the people and society in the pre, post as well as in
neo-colonial Kenya. Based on the Christian ethics, Ngugi attempts to
reinvigorate the godly principles of equality, peace, justice and
brotherhood. Such views are universal and are concomitant with the
traditional Gikuyu as well as Kenyan values. The paradigm of the
novel’s new national culture is associated with the conventions and
traditions which are carefully blended with historical events which
together constitute a fine stream of narrative. Matigari, as an
authoritative prophet or militant soothsayer, is in contrast to the
decentred and problematic voice of post-modern writing. Unlike the
multiple representations in 4 Grain of Wheat and Devil on the Cross,
Ngugi employs the image of a sole and singular prophetic
representation in Matigari. There is reiteration of the binary
understanding of the post-colonial world when Matigari observes that
there are two worlds — ‘the world of the patriots and the sell-outs’.

If A Grain of Wheat analyses the fragmented self of the
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colonialised and the reconstruction of that very self, Matigari focuses
on the direct uncompromising and one-dimensional reaction and
opposition against the oppressor. Ngugi himself says that the text
tries to restore the “voices to the land. It tries to give voices back to
the silenced.”

It is obvious therefore that Ngugi’s works have immense social
value and relevance. His works speak for the people. He is a committed
writer with a radical view on the political freedom and cultural
renaissance of Africa. Ngugi believes that “Struggles make history ...
our language and our being.” He, therefore, seeks to articulate the
feelings behind this struggle. He is an uncompromising champion of
the African identity and culture and pleads for the decolonization of
mind from all traces of subservience and enslavement that smack of
the white man’s hegemony in culture, language, Euro-centred values,
capitalistic, imperialistic, economic and political domination.

A true spokesperson of his people, Ngugi is engaged in
exposing the distorted values to reorganize people’s movement with
a positive and greater vision of the future. His mission is to build a
true communal home for all Africans. To achieve this mission,
overcoming the maladies of the contemporary society is imperative.
Ngugi, therefore, takes recourse of history to explain the problems of
the present. To bring up a true picture of Kenya, Ngugi delves deep
into the tribal and Christian myths, legends and symbols to express
the group culture of the Kenyan people caught between the colonially
imported Anglophonic and the already existing multilingual aboriginal

culture. History, thus, is his major preoccupation that helps him forge -

intelligible links with life. Not surprising then that his works posed a
real threat to the neo-colonial state in Kenya and the neo-colonialist
could hardly bear with his treatment of the history.
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A comparative study of Bose Hinstein
Condensation and Laser Oscillation near
threshold

Dr. Rajen Tamuli
. Rtd. Principal, Sonari College

Synopsis:

It was earlier believed that the laser is composed of statistically
independent wave tracks so that its amplitude process a Gaussian
distribution analogous to that of natural light, the only difference being
that the decay time of the single wave tracks is considerably decreased.
However in 1961, Wagner and Birnbaum' first showed that theoretical
spectral output as a function of pumping power of an optical maser
consists of three distinct ranges for a homogeneously broadened line,

(a) below threshold

(b) slightly above threshold and

(¢) further above threshold.

Line narrowing above threshold has been shown to be an exact
analogy of Bose Einstein Condensation in theory of ideal Bose Gas.
Here we have put down some empirical formulae for laser oscillation
and Bose Einstein Condensation to take place and make discussion.
Theory:

(i)  For laser action, the necessary equation’ is
1-R
Ia lD = 3 : Sy

Where, ¢ i1s negétive absorption constant, D is the length of
the column, R is the reflectivity .
If R is closed to unity

llpz1-R (2)

A Doppler broadened line has a Gaussian shape and an atomic
line broadened by random strains in a solid. For Lorentzian shape®
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1.69x107
a= T{nl —é-{—l-n2 ]f

o

Where, Ap isline width, n, ,», are the number of atoms in £, and
E, states, g and g, are the degeneracy of the two states 5, and E,

For laser action, — gD >1- R.If we also assume n, = () then
for threshold condition of oscillation,

n, 268AvC(1-R)

PR g e

Where, ¢ = fraction of the atom

A- = Wavelength

This the number of atoms that must be supplied/sec to, if
remains empty, similarly for Lorentzian line, threshold condition is

n, 396Av C(1-R)
 Dhifd 5 i iy o (5)

In either case the number of atoms which must be excited
toduring each sec is proportional to the line width and inversely
proportional to. Thus for laser action we should look in general for
materials whose fluorescence lines are very narrow and have good
quantum efficiency.

The condition for the appearance of Bose Einstein Condensation is
given by*

N>V 7?7 ——L _£(3/2) L (6)

Where, N Z”f ., humber of particles

V' = Volume of the ensemble
T = Temperature of the system
K =Boltzmann constant
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m = Mass of the Boson particle
h = Plank’s constant

£(3/2) ~ 2.612 = Reiman zeta function
If we hold N and V constant.and vary T, then

hz N 2/3 :
e _mek{V§ (3!2)} =

The symbol denotes a characteristic temperature that depends
upon the particle mass ‘m’ and the particle density N/V in the system.

Accordingly for T < T, the system may be looked upon as a mixture

of two phases.

| 3/2
: ;i
(i) A gaseous phase, consisting of N, = (—J particles

TC
distributed over the excited state.
(i) A condensed phase, consisting of N, {= N —Ne}
particles accumulated in the ground state.

Discussion:

A qualitative estimate of the analogous situation in the Bose
Einstein Condensation as revealed by the equation 6 may be made as
follows. We have earlier shown that (equation 2) for laser action to
take place

1 | -
—aD > ooy

Where, R is the reflectivity, is the gain co-efficient and D is
the dimension of the-cavity. Also the Gaussian line is given’® as

2 |m? me* mec g2¢ﬁé[n g, ]

o=—,— Tend el e
Ap A rime Bge g T 2,
2 )
=3.74x107 L@—Q&[n, —&nzj -
AU T 8 .
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For, n =0,
we have the inversion condition
n _268 AvC(1-R)
T 6 v AD rr ki)

Further, we have for laser action

g Silbeny o sicy
| m)qit.nz +R2 — (1)

Similarly Bose Einstein Condensation to occur

N. i 2xmk )"’
> - £(372)
Nh®
Or VTsfz(zﬂmk)yz Qt (3’;2)>1
2/3
: N 2x h? h2N?3
ort. = : ~3.3125
; [5(3&)] mk mk 4

From the consideration set forth above we observe that for
laser action to take place conditions identical to that Bose Einstein
Condensations do exist. This may be taken as logical connection
between the different aspects of analogy as presented.

Conclusion: e
1. The Bose Einstein Condensation is to matter as the laser is to light-
the analogy is precisely simple.
2. Ittook twenty years from the invention of laser until its technological
application began to take off.

3. Atfirst, lasers were considered too difficult to make to even find
use in everyday application. Now, they are everywhere. :
4.  The characteristics of Bose Einstein Condensation, specially their
response to sound and other disturbances are still under investigation
but they hold the promise of many curious developments to come.
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5. Below a special value of temperature a qualitative new feature
appears in case of Bose Einstein Condensation. A total number
of particles occupy the lowest energy state at and. In case
laser transition population inversion increases from the
threshold condition at negative temperature.

6. Both laser oscillation at threshold and Bose Einstein
Condensation are because of quantum statistics and by in the
symmetry of the wave function and not in the inter particle
interaction.
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Introduction:

Indian history writing was completely based on elitist and
dominant people and their hegemony. The system of society was based
on binary oppositions. It is necessary to study about those people who
have been missed in history writing. In addition to know various
policies which could be helpful it is important to know about those
people who contributed a lot to Indian nationalism but were excluded
in history writing. Until we focus on the history from below we would
not be able to know the reality. The general notion is that the Indian
history has been written according to elite and proletariat persons. In
order to include contributions of local activists it is essential to study
against the grain and rewrite the Indian history. Now the matter for
consideration that how and in which way they can be included in the
mainstream of history; here the question arises that in the history
writing why were common people excluded in the first place although
they all were great freedom fighters. As post modernist historian
Foucault has written, in his book ‘Genealogy of Power’, that
‘knowledge is power’. It means those who have knowledge have power
lo rule over people. Post modernists as well are also focusing on
deconstructing history writing and studying the grass root and basing
their writing on locality not universality. Now we are living in the age
of globalization as well as glocal era. The concept of glocal means
inclusion of global and local arena both. Phenomena which is
related to both is studied by glocal approach. There are various centres
and institutions which are actively trying to implement several policies
and programs to include such person. The aim of this research paper
15 to approach and concentrate on those local activists who were
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excluded especially in the writings on Indian history. It will also discuss
the identity of all indigenous people who were freedom fighters but have
not been included or mentioned in Indian history. Some scholars have
predicted that this is ‘gap in the history’. Subaltern approach has tried to
study the way or policy by which all those excluded can be included.

Deconstruction of History writing and Subaltern studies:

The subaltern historians originally started as an Indian version
of “History from below” approach of the west. They were also
influenced by the west .The term subaltern taken from Gramsci’s
euphemism for the proletariat in his ‘prison notebooks’. However the
subaltern studies collectively used it as a term for all groups which
they viewed as oppressed —the proletariat, the peasantry, women, tribal
people. The terms subaltern and subaltern studies entered the field of
post-colonial studies through the works of the subaltern studies group,
a collection of South Asian historians who explored the political-actor
role of the men and women who are the mass population — rather
than the political roles of the social and economic élites in the history
of South Asia. In the 1970s, the application of subaltern began to
denote the colonized peoples of the South Asian Subcontinent, and
described a new perspective of the history of an imperial colony, told
from the point of view of the colonized man and woman. The term
Subaltern describes the lower classes and the social groups who are
at the margins of a society. Borrowing from Gramsci’s use of the terms
“subaltern” and “subaltern consciousness” (1971,p. 55, pp. 325-326)
in relation to the peasantry, Adivasi movements can be defined as
“subaltern movements,” while keeping in mind Guha’s (1982, pp. 5-
8) observation that there are diversities and the ambiguities inherent
in the concept when applied to the Indian context. where the term
subaltern signifies tribal (Adivasis), low caste agricultural laborers,
sharecroppers, smallholder peasants, artisans, shepherds, and migrant
landless labor working in plantations and mines. The term is also not
Just a substitute for peasantry or labouring poor/common people— it
alludes to recognition of the dialectical relationships of super
ordination and subordination that define social relations in hierarchical
social formations (Ludden, 2005, p. 215).

< Az wifEa

There is also need to know about social exclusion .This is a
theoretical concept, a lens through which people look at reality and
not reality itself”. (de Haan, 2001:28). The concept of social exclusion
i1s used to explore the relationship between people and groups who
may be socially and economically disadvantaged and the phenomenon
of going missing. The missing persons with the concept of social
exclusion shows that social and economic disadvantage can lead
directly and indirectly to peoples’ disappearances in history. Social
exclusion is described as ‘a shorthand label for what can happen when
individuals or areas suffer from a combination of linked problems
such as unemployment, poor skills, low incomes, poor housing, high
crime environments, bad health and family breakdown’ (SEU 1997).
Other possible definitions are the ‘inability to participate effectively
in economic, social, political and cultural life, alienation and distance
from the mainstream society’ (Duffy 1995).

Grassroots activism consists of a group of like-minded people
coming together for a cause they believe in. Grassroots activists are
not usually controlled by any political party. Their issues are often
directly opposed to the policies of the major political powers. Political
freedom is a major concern of the grassroots activists. Religious
imagery attracted the loyalty and participation of the common people
in cities and small towns. These were usually local elites and land
owners, from the upper and middle castes who then committed to the
struggle for political freedom from colonial rule. This group also ran
the media of the time — English and regional language papers, which
then proceeded to disseminate far and wide the news of movement
and the activities of these leaders. In no time, the masses, beholden to
the local caste-class elites for both identity and livelihood, were also
drawn into the equation and the recipe for a “popular” struggle was
well set. The situation and role of women in the freedom struggle,
and that of the outcastes — the “Harijans”, as Gandhi termed them —
also formed a very visible and decisive role in the shaping of the
present-day India, as we will see below. Gandhi constructed the values
of the anti-colonial struggle, especially that of Satyagraha, on the
Idealized lines of that of the life of a Hindu Widow: her life — and that

—
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of the satyagrahi — would be one of renunciation and sacrifice, shorn of
all adornment, ascetic. Gandhi was insistent, that widows and ‘redeemed’

devadasis (temple dancers/prostitutes) should not remarry, even if they .

were minor children. Thus sexual abstinence was also an ideal, with
restrictions in food and a Spartan lifestyle, till the goal of freedom from
the colonizers was realized. He upheld Varnashrama Dharma, and did
not favour the changing of one’s caste-based occupation, one’s dharmic
duty, even though he spoke against untouchability. He gave the name
“Harijan” to the scavenger community, with the idea of “elevating”
their image to that of the “children of God”. He named a paper that he
published “The Harijan” even undertook to clean latrines, the work of
untouchables. However, he said that a Harijan should not seek to give
up scavenging, as it was his dharma, but should try to do it to the best of
his ability. While the term “harijans” did find official acceptance and
was used in government schemes, now the people reject this term,
pointing out that it was actually a slur, implying that they were
“illegitimate”. Thus they prefer to call themselves Dalit, meaning broken.
This study is based on secondary data and it would be descriptive as
well as theoretical in nature.

Review of literature:

In the view of Vinay Lal ( 1996) ‘Subaltern Studies’, viewed
as a collective enterprise, represents the most significant achievement
of South Asian ‘cultural studies’; it has effectively contested what
were until recently the dominant interpretations of Indian history, and
more generally it has provided a framework within which to contest
the dominant modes of knowledge. However, subaltern history has
not always had an easy relationship with feminism, and we will also
interrogate the place of feminism within subaltern history. Feminist
historiography, more than anything else, has brought questions of
voice, agency, and resistance to the fore, and in this connection we
will look at an oral history of women in the Telengana uprising, and

some articles drawn from a recent anthology on constructions of

womanhood and women in colonial India. Guha does not totally
disregard the uses of elites historiography but he asserts that elitist
historiography of this kind fails to explain to acknowledge, for less

interpret, the contributions made by the people on their own, that is
independently of the elite thus making them dependent both mentally
and economically on the elite in one way or the other .It sees the
movement of the people as the result of the charisma or ideals of a
certain leader. In the view of Ilaiah (2001) Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, himself
a dalit, made efforts to transform the hierarchical structures of Indian .
society for the restoration of equal rights and justice to the neglected
lot by building up a critique from within the structure of Indian society.
His was not a theoretical attempt but a practical approach to the
problems of untouchability. Dr. Ambedkar realised that caste and
Brahminic Hinduism reinforce each other and discriminate against
the downtrodden sections of the society. Dr. Ambedkar’s subaltern
approach for the emancipation of dalits and their empowerment was
his distinct formulation of Indian nationalism in opposition to the
dominant discourse of Hindu nationalism as represented by Raja
Rammohan Roy, B.G. Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Golvalkar and Shyama Prasad Mookerjee on the one hand and
Communist secular socialist nationalism represented by M.N. Roy,
R. P. Duta, T. Nagi Reddy and E.M.S. Namboodripad on the other.
Although the protagonists of Hindu nationalism differed in many ways
from each other, in essence they strengthen the Brahamanical
hegemony in modern India. The communist secular social nationalism
though based on abolition of class, its ideologies like that of the Hindu
nationalism belonged to the upper-caste and upper-class background.
Kancha Ilaiah put these two streams of Indian nationalism on a single
platform by emphasizing that though they “appear to be antagonistic
in their discourses of transformation; the social forces that were
engaged in this discourse did not differ in their roots of existence and
formation. In caste/class term, they belong to the Brahamanical upper
and middle class. Though their consciousness appeared to be
antagonistic to each other, their being and self remained Hindu. This
was one of the main reasons why the Marxists and socialists schools
failed to problematic and critique Hinduism and Brahmanism”.

In the view of Gramsci “it must be stressed that pure
spontaneity does not exist in history: it would be the same thing as
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‘pure’ mechanistic. In the most spontaneous movement it is simply
the case that the elements of conscious leadership cannot be checked,
these have not achieved any consciousness of the class for itself...
The fact that every spontaneous movement contains rudimentary
elements of conscious leadership, of discipline, is indirectly
demonstrated by the fact that there exist tendencies and groups who
extol spontaneity as a method. ... They are not the result of any
systematic educational activity on the part of an already conscious
leading group, but have been formed through everyday experience
illuminated by commonsense, i e, by the traditional popular conception
of the world.”

Suggestion and Conclusion :
At last it can be concluded that there are various scholars who
explain about those people who are excluded in history writing. As

‘Ranjit Guha has also mentioned that the basic argument is that

historians who have studied these movements have not considered
the specific consciousness of the peasantry or the other local people.
They have either characterised the revolts as spontaneous uprisings
or have studied only their social and economic background. Therefore,
it 1s needed to include or rewrite about those persons and their
contribution in Indian history.
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Issue of illegal immigrants , particularly from Bangladesh
that fuels many northeastern conflicts and insurgengy time and again
and led to many killing fields, Shillong and Agartala swing between
anti migrant campaigns laced with demands for protectionist
autonomy and electoral exigencies. But once again the dogged refusal
to learn the lesson of the Partition of India aggravates the poverty of
political immigration of our policymakers. However, compared to
other northeastern states, Meghalaya is quite peaceful. A latest report
of the Ministry of Home Affairs in June 2009 states that Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Tripura are having the lowest insurgency-related
activities in the Northeast.

Meghalaya, One of the major North- East State of India is not
only renowned for its natural beauty and bio-diversity but also for its
distinctive tribal culture. There are mainly three tribal groups-Garo,
Khasi and Jayantia. Since long time Meghalaya has a very good
relationship with its northern neighboring states and Bangladesh.
During British colonialism the main entrance to Meghalaya was
through road from Bangladesh which was replaced by West Bengal
after independence of India . Before British Colonialism the society
of Meghalaya believed in traditional values and it was quite ignorant
about technology and modern education. Thus Britishers got a chance
to spread Christianity in these uneducated areas by providing the

services like education, medical facility, science and technology etc.,
as result by which the local people started converting their religion

.
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into Christianity. The Church has played a crucial role towards peace
in Meghalaya in these days. In the beginning Britishers made
Cherapunjee as capital of Meghalaya which was very close to
Bangladesh, but due to excessive rain & cold they shifted the capital
to Shillong. Meghalaya needed more skilled & professionally qualified
people for their administrative jobs and industrial development before
the independence of India . For this it was recruited people from not
only Bangladesh but also from other states of India like Bihar, Punjab,
Rajasthan etc. Thus in the beginning the immigration was not a
problem but was a way of development. But gradually it started
affecting the Social, Political & Economical lives of the people of
that area. '

After Independence of India different tribal groups started
movements for their autonomy and identity. In North-East India,
different groups were established demanding the same. In Arunachal
and Nagaland the upper line pass has been implemented as a result of
which a special permission is required to enter and stay in these states.
Because of the huge success of these movements other states have
also started demanding their rights & privileges where these facilities
are not available. :

Indian Constitution has also made many laws and provision
to safe guard the rights and identity ol ethnic groups and thus provided
them socio economic and political safety. Now a days the tribes of
Meghalaya are becoming intolerant towards non-tribal people
(Bangladesh & rest of the Indians). They think that the non- tribal
people has grabbed all the job opportunities, hence they are deprived
ofit. These feelings and perceptions have created immense competition
among the tribal and non tribal groups. They have started agitation
towards non-tribal groups specially Illegal Bangladeshi for their socio-
economic and religious security as they think that non tribal groups
are disturbing their socio-cultural environment and place. Tribes are
also very much disappointed by the inappropriate actions taken by
Indian Government against illegal immigration of Bangladesh. They
think that government has not taken proper action to stop such
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activities. In short there are the following impacts of this illegal
immigration of Bangladeshis in Meghalaya--

« Tribal People show aggressive behavior towards non tribal
people as they think that non tribes are grabbing all the job
opportunities from them.

*  Due to unemployment and lack of opportunities the feeling of
animosity and hatred of tribal groups towards non tribal groups.
is increaéing day by day resulting in violent conflict and high
competition. '

«  The tribes of Meghalaya has accepted Christianity as their only

religion and rejected other religious practices.

* Meghalaya have been motivated and influenced by the
movements in other North- East states for the autonomy and
identity issues.

* The level of conflict for regional security and ethnic identity
issues is increasing day by day among tribal groups.

* The tribes are demanding over the following issues :
Autonomous Authority, Inner live pass system, Economic &
Political rights, Immediate development of the state.

* Among the tribes the awareness towards Social, Political and
Economic aspects has been increased during the past few years.
These days the ideology of Meghalaya tribes about
Government of India has changed. They think that government
is not taking proper and effective action towards illegal

immigration from Bangladesh because of the political issues
and Vote Bank.

OVERVIEW : CONFLICT AND INSURGENCY IN MEGHALAYA

Conflict in Meghalaya started as a movement against the
domination of the ‘dkhars’ (outsiders). The Hynniewtrep Achik
Liberation Council (HALC) represented the interests of the dominant

tribes of the State, the Khasis, Jaintias and the Garos. However, tribal -

differences led to a split in the HALC in 1992 into the Hynniewtrep
National Liberation Council (HNLC), representing the Khasis and
the Jaintias, and the Achik Matgrik Liberation Army (AMLA)
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representing the Garos. The AMLA subsequently passed into oblivion
to be replaced by the Achik National Volunteers Council (ANVC).
Whereas the HNLC aims at converting Meghalaya “as a province
exclusively for the Khasi tribe and free it from ‘domination’ by the
Garo tribe”, the ANVC’s purported objective is to “carve out a
homeland called ‘Achik Land’ in the areas of Garo Hills.” Both outfits
entered into strategic alliance with other groups like the United
Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA), the National Socialist Council of
Nagaland-Isak-Muivah (NSCN-IM) and the National Democratic
Front of Bodoland (NDFB), in return for allowing them safe passage
as well as providing them with safe houses in the hilly terrains of the
State. HNLC’s activities were restricted to the Khasi hills and several
of its attacks took place in the State capital Shillong. On successive
years, it called for boycott of the Independence Day celebrations on
August 15 and its diktats had good impact on the people. Similarly, in
Garo Hills, the ANVC held sway. Sustained counter-insurgency
operations, over the years, weakened both the outfits. Since July 23,
2004, the ANVC is under an extended ceasefire agreement with the
government. Still, extortion in the West Khasi Hills, East Garo Hills
and South Garo Hills districts is being carried out by the group. The
militants of ANVC have established a finance-sharing understanding
with the NSCN-IM targeting the coal belt areas of West Khasi Hills
and East Garo Hill. Both ANVC and NSCN-IM are using newly
formed militant outfits, like the Atong Liberation Army (ALA) in South
Garo Hills, and Achik National Security Defence (ANSD) in West
Khasi Hills, to maintain extortion drives in the coal-belt areas.

Views of illegal immigrants and non tribes:

The non tribes do not feel safe in these areas and the environment
is mostly stressful, The relationship between tribes and non tribes are not
so friendly but they work together at different social-political and
economical level. The non- tribes are more organized and integrated for
fighting against the tribes on security and other socio-political and
economic issues. Every areas of Meghalaya are not unsafe but few insecure
areas could be indicated. Illegal immigrants do not ready to accept that
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they are immigrants, they present themselves as Indian citizens.

Political role of Women in Meghalaya:

Meghalaya is a female dominating state. Women play efficient
role in various business institutions. Property related rights and powers
are secured in the hands of women but she cannot take decision alone
for selling the property, for that she has to take consent from all family
members. Here the women are politically more active in comparison to
other states of India. Women take part in various local elections and
student unions and various political activities. Women feel themselves
safer and secure in Meghalaya in comparison to other states. They are
financially more independent also. After marriage the groom stay in
bride’s house with her parents and take care of bride’s family.
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Eiffect of electromagnetic radiation from
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Introduction

It is a well-known fact that the largest and fast growing
manufacturing industry is now-a-days is the electronic industry. During
last two decades the industry has played the role of providing a forceful
leverage to the socio-economic and technological growth of developing
society. Now, what is electromagnetic radiation-? It is the combination
of invisible electric and magnetic field of force. They are generated
by natural phenomena like the earth’s magnetic field and also by human
activities. Some examples of equipment’s that generates e.m.r
(electromagnetic radiation) are power lines, mobile phones, fridge,
computer screens etc. As it is a very big field,our study is specified on
radiation of cell phone and its power station.

A cellular telephone system provides a wireless connection to
the PSTN (Public Switched Telephone Network) for any user location
within the radio range of the system. Cellular systems accommodate
a large number of users over a large geographic area, within a limited
frequency spectrum. Cellular frequency systems provide high quality
service that is often comparable to that of the land line telephone
system. High capacity is achieved by limiting the coverage of each
base station transmitter to a small geographic area called a “cell’, so
that the same radio channels may be reused by another base station
located some distance away. A sophisticated switching technique called
a hand off enables a cell to produce uninterrupted signal when the
user moves from one cell to another. '

Since the mid-1990s, the cellular communication industry has
witnessed explosive growth. Wireless communication networks have
become much more pervasive than anyone could have imagined when
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the cellular concept was first developed in the 1960 and 1970.The
world wide cellular and personal communication subscribers is
projected to reach 2 billion(about 30% of the world’s population) by
the end of 2006.Indeed,cellular subscription increases by 40% or more
per year. Therefore, innumerable cell phone towers have been installed
recently in our country to fulfil the requirements. But it cannot be said
that these are planned fully because the different telecommunication
companies rushed to take the corner and corner markets in this fast
growing industry.

Importance of proposed investigation:

In our country, the mobile companies follow some safety

guidelines but these existing guidelines are completely inadequate.
Especially in context of Assam, where people ignore the effect from
cell phone and cell phone tower radiation and rush to install the phone
towers in their locality only for economic benefit.
It will, therefore, be worthwhile to carry out a systematic data based
study of this impact of radiofrequency emitted from various phones
and phone towers on human health. As e-communication is a rapidly
developing technology in the emerging area of telecommunication, it
has now become a great asset to human civilization in respect of present
globalization system, but it seems to be a major threat towards the
human society.

Review of works already done on the subject:

Several attempts have been taken to measure the various effects
of electromagnetic radiation in different parts of the world. Dr.Neil
Cherry, J.R.Goldsmith, Balmari and Robert O Beeker carried out some
successful attempts individually and published their works in their
books and some well-known magazines. In India,Prof.Girish Kumar
works continuously in this field.

Findings in brief:

Cell tower antennas are in the frequency range of 869-894MHz
(CDMA),935-960 MHz (GSM 900) and 1810-1880MHz (GSM
1800).Also ‘3G’ has been deployed in most of the cities(nowadays)
where frequency range is 2110-2170MHz. Mobile phone operators
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divide aregion in large number of sectors with equal angular coverage
of 120 degrees in the horizontal direction.

Abase station and its transmitting power are designed in such
a way that mobile phone should be able to transmit and receive enough
signal for proper communication up to a few kilometres. Majority of
these towers are mounted near the residential and office buildings to
provide good mobile phone coverage to the users.

Studies have revealed that at even low ranges of this
radiation, there is evidence of damage to tissue, DNA which has been
linked to brain-tumours, cancer, suppressed immune function,
depression, miscarriage, Alzheimer and numerous other serious
illnesses.In the journal of ‘The American Medical Association”, it
has already been established that the weak radio frequency signals
from a mobile phone and its tower have the potential to alter brain
activity. Dr.Neil Cherry reported that there is no safe level of EM.R.
in the world.
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Chaman Nahal (b. 1927—)

Chaman Nahal is widely acclaimed as a creative writer in
English. He has authored twenty two works including nine novels.
His literary output includes novels, short stories, literary criticism,
philosophical treatises and a literary autobiography. His life is rich in
Iiterary scholarship, discipline and humour. He is best known as a
novelist. According to him, a fiction writer has endless choices. What
he cannot change in real life, he can change through his creative
imagination. He believes that a writer cannot change society, but can
affirm life. The objective of this paper is to examine and explore the
character of Mahatma Gandhi vis-a-vis his principles and actions as
portrayed by Chaman Nahal in his novel The Triumph of the
Tricolour.

Chaman Nahal’s The Triumph of the Tricolour is the third
volume of his Gandhi Quartet. It deals with the Quit India movement
of 1942 launched by Mahatma Gandhi. The novel opens with the
Congress passing the Quit India resolution in August, 1942 and ends
with the victory of the Tricolour and the formation of Interim
Government under Jawaharlal Nehru. The Congress Tricolour
triumphs and flutters everywhere. The title is apt and suggestive of
the theme. The novel has three parts — Defiance, Constraints, and
Release. It has thirty Principal Fictional Characters and five Principal
Historical Characters. However, Nahal focuses chiefly on the
principles and activities of Mahatma Gandhi as a leading political
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figure.

The novel begins in an unstable political situation. Gandhi
had to speak continuously for two hours while passing the monumental
resolution for Quit India movement on August 8, 1942. In this
connection, he called upon the Indians to carry out a mass movement
against the British imperialists. He gave them the ‘mantra’ “Do or
die.” His message ignited the freedom fighters to act with invincible
spirit and indomitable courage. Gandhi asked the British to quit India
instantly. Chaman Nahal writes: :

So the British must quit. Leave India to Indians to make of it
what they would. There would be no other terms and conditions of
the new Congress movement. The British must leave, retire, exit, go,
vanish, disappear, pass out, pass away. ....A special meeting of the
All India Congress Committee was convened at Bombay and the
monumental resolution passed. (1, Pp. 14-15)

Truth and non-violence are the hallmarks of Gandhian
philosophy. Gandhi strongly believed in his principle of non-violence
even when the violence of World War I continued. However, he faced
the challenge of the feasibility of his non-violent methods from the
revolutionary group for the first time in his political career. Darbara
Singh was one such revolutionary. The British government convicted
and deported him to Andaman for attacking the Prince of Wales in
1922. Afterwards, the Japanese captured Andaman and freed the
prisoners and revolutionaries. Darbara Singh came back. Once he
attended a meeting where Mahatma Gandhi was speaking about non-
violent movement. He raised some arguments to prove the supremacy
of the revolutionary ideals. He asked Gandhi if he would accept the
revolutionary movement or not. Gandhi did not give an explicit answer.
Darbara Singh asked him more questions. He said: ‘I may or may not
be a Congressman- though I am wearing khaddar- he raised his arms
for the delegates to see. ‘ Yet my voice is not the voice of a foe- I’'m as
ardent a votary of freedom as any. Many of the Congress delegates
here have spent spells in jail. So have you, Mahatmaji- four precious
years of your life, off and on. But so have others who may not be
subscribing to the Congress creed- and longer periods than you can
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imagine, ... Mahatmaji, at this juncture in our freedom movement,
hold the great Shivaji in any lesser esteem merely because he fought
violently? ... Would you call Bose any less heroic? Some of us here
want an answer to this, Mahatmaji-’ (Pp- 22-24)

The above questions of Darbara Singh were important and
pertinent. Gandhi also gave convincing replies. Whatever might be
the consequences, he never approved of violence. He never accepted
violent methods and so he clearly stated:

‘No, I dare not speak lightly of Shivaji or Rana Pratap or Rani
of Jhansi. Indeed I venerate them for the self-sacrificing manner in
which they resisted evil. I also dare not speak lightly of Subhas Bose.
Like him, I too am suggesting an army to fight the British. Only my
army would be armed differently. Its weapons would be truth and
non-violence and not guns. I see no point in killing an enemy, when I
can achieve my end by merely shaming him. My soldiers would be
drilled in the art of dying nobly in the face of aggression................
In non-co-operation, I don’t pitch evil against evil; I pitch strength of
my spirit. I invite my Sikh friend to have a further meeting with me
later, if he so desires. But under no circumstances can I sanction
violence for achieving our ends. The Congress directive is clear on
that.” (Pp. 24-25) :

In fact, there were basic differences between the Gandhians and
revolutionaries. Gandhi fought against the British with the ideals of
non-violence and truth. However, the violent revolutionaries also
played a crucial role in the freedom movement. The novel shows the
erosion of Gandhian values and ideals prior to the achievement of
freedom. The Congress party was a mission of selfless people under
the stewardship of Gandhi. India achieved freedom after a long struggle
and sacrifice by the Congress workers. But they changed gradually
and became power-mongers. Gandhi was disillusioned to see the
degradation of the Congress leaders. Soon the rich landlords became
the leaders of the Congress. Communal riots, violence and racial
discrimination began to prevail. The true Gandhians were kept aside.
Kusum and Vikram understood that only Gandhian ideology could
save the humanity. Gandhi began to feel that he had lost his importance
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in the Congress. His dream of India or a Ram Rajya was dashed into
pieces. His Panchayati Raj and cottage industry became irrelevant.
Gandhi opposed all kinds of communal feelings, either by Hindus or
by Muslims, but failed to prevent these evils.

Thus Gandhi was a true votary of non-violence throughout his
life. However, in his conversation with Darbara Singh he
acknowledged the role played by the revolutionaries. Earlier Gandhi
did not support anything violent. Kusum reminded Gandhi the incident
in which he was ready to kill the monkeys when they created nuisance
in Sabarmati Ashram. As a Congress leader, he clearly said that he
would give no place to violence in the party.

After the declaration of Quit India Movement, Gandhi was
arrested along with the other top leaders. So young leaders without
political maturity had to assume the leadership of the Congress. Though
they followed the principles of non-violence, they engaged themselves
in revolutionary activities. Thus for the first time the violent and the
non-violent revolutionaries worked together in the freedom movement
of India. Vikram was a true Gandhian who never accepted violence.
However, he planned the hijacking of the whole train with Italian
POWS on Sialkot- Jammu line at night with Darbara Singh and Joseph
Daniel. Hijacking was certainly a revolutionary act. Non-violent
Vikram also agreed to help the revolutionaries on the condition that
they would not ask him to kill. He would also go to Imphal to help
Subhas Chandra Bose. Vikram was in a dilemma for lack of proper
guidance. There was a conflict between violence and non-violence in
his mind. :

The influence of Gandhian ideology was significant and
lasting. Jesus Christ was crucified, Socrates had to drink poison,
Abraham Lincoln was shot dead, Saint Joan was burnt, but their
ideology became immortal. Vikram discarded violence as his Gandhian
conscience called him for work at Balimaran. He fought against British
injustice. He protested the British soldiers’ forceful collection of
donation from the Muslim dominated localities. He, along with his
wife Julie and cousin Abha, appealed to the people of Balimaran not
to help the war campaign of British government. He told the people
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that they could defeat the British soldiers by means of non-violent
resistance, He requested them not to use muscle power but to use soul
lorce. By following the Gandhian principles the people of Balimaran
compelled the British soldiers to leave. This shows the triumph of
Gandhian ideology.

Winston Churchill refused to give freedom to India. So the
non-violent people were attacked by violent means. Gandhi had
tolerated too much. In the long run, he lost his patience and declared
Quit India movement in August, 1942. It was the golden year in the
history of Indian freedom struggle. The great freedom fighters had to
take arms to fight against injustice and exploitation. History shows
that one should take arms if non-violent methods fail. Gandhi could
not ignore the importance of Rana Pratap, Shivaji, Rani Laxmi Bai,
Guru Gobinda Singh and others who had taken arms to fight against
oppression. The British used violent ways and means to suppress the
Indian struggle.

Subhas Chandra Bose had radical differences with Gandhi and
Nehru. He left India in disguise and sought help from Hitler but was
refused. Bose managed to get the support of Japanese Premier Togo
in Tokyo in 1943. Gandhi was astonished to see the act of Subhas
Chandra Bose. Ironically, the imperialist Japanese forces badly berated
the soldiers of the Indian National Army (INA) under Subhas Chandra
Bose. The Japanese never thought of the interest of India or the welfare
of INA. The failure of INA was the failure of Subhas Chandra Bose.
Gandhi always opposed foreign help as he had firm faith in the people
of India. The great revolutionary, Darbara Singh, who had once argued
with Gandhi, was completely disillusioned and shattered. The death
of Darbara Singh and Subhas Chandra Bose was symbolic of the defeat
of revolutionary ideology and the supremacy of Gandhian non-
violence. ; '

Similarly, the revolutionary Himmat group was also liquidated.

Joseph Daniel, the leader of Himmat and his mistress, Dulari were =

killed. Pitambar Singh, an old Sikh, was also killed in the same manner.
Violence was put under control by the British administration but non-
violence continued to work mainly for the magnetic personality of
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Mahatma Gandhi. The incident of Naval Mutiny in Bombay shows
that violence could be crushed easily. Gyan and others who rebelled
against British discrimination were killed. In fact, the liquidation of
Himmat group, the defeat of INA and other revolutionary moves
proved the supremacy and popularity of Gandhian principles. Even
Kenneth Ashby recognized it and said:

What Gandhi unleashed in 1942, the spirit, the passion, I don’t think
we can contain it. It is a tide that has broken all dykes. No one can
now contain it except he alone. That’s why the government has released
him. He stands vindicated by these events, for the violent way has
Jailed. (P.195)

Mahatma Gandhi faced communal disharmony as a great

challenge in his long political career. He failed to solve the communal
problem of his country. It was due primarily to the obstinacy of
Mohammad Ali Jinnah who began his political career as a
Congressman. But later he left the Congress for his differences of
opinion with Gandhi. Jinnah’s only political goal was the creation of
Pakistan while Gandhi strove for Hindu-Muslim unity. Jinnah tried
more for partition of the country than for the freedom from British
domination. Therefore, Jinnah opposed the Quit India movement of
1942. Gandhi never accepted Jinnah’s plan. He had several rounds of
talk with Jinnah but failed. Jinnah was adamant on the creation of
Pakistan. Ultimately, Gandhi was convinced by C. Rajagopalachari.
Jinnah’s views about Gandhi were not positive:
That leader talked of bullock carts in the age of machines, of loincloths
in the age of uniforms, of salt in the age of space. Its blatant
anachronisms, and its blatant communalism- its Hindu communalism.
(P.205) :

Nabhal rightly says that 9 September 1944, was the saddest
day in the life of Gandhi because his hopes, dreams and struggles
were shattered on that day. We find a long discussion between Gandhi
and Jinnah in the novel. The discussion throws light on the character,
nature and objectives of Gandhi and Jinnah. Gandhi strongly opposed
the division of the country while Jinnah adamantly demanded a
separate nation for the Muslims. The following conversation between
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the two leaders show the situation in which the most unfortunate event
in the history of the country occurred. ThlS conversation is significant
and worth quoting:

‘Why won’t you see it my way for a minute?’ Gandhi pleaded.

‘I have been seeing your way for years. Why won’t you see my

way for a change?’ :

‘Any way that divides us, any way that splits us up, any way

that makes a brother an enemy of his brother, is no way, Jinnah

bhai.’ . :

‘These for me are just clichés. Why can’t we live in harmony

once Pakistan is formed?’

‘Why can’t we live in harmony now?’ (P. 212)

Nahal describes Gandhi’s journey from village to village after
the Hindu-Muslim riots. Nehru accompanied him in such journeys.
Thousands of people were brutally killed in the riots. Murder, plunder
and hostility prevailed. There were heart-rending incidents of
communal clashes. The dead bodies were lying in wells, in streets, in
village tanks producing foul smell. Gandhi asked the people not to
retaliate and not to flee from their homes. He assured them full
protection by the newly formed government. He also asked Nehru
not to use police force to control those responsible for the riots. Here
Nahal shows Nehru’s disagreement with Gandhi in controlling the
situation because Nehru wanted the use of police force while Gandhi
did not. Nahal appreciates Gandhi’s kind feelings, moral courage and
physical strength to move from door to door for consoling the victims.
In this novel, the novelist puts forward Gandhi’s views on Hinduism.
Gandhi believed that Hinduism provoked racial discrimination,
exploitation, injustice, frustration, and estrangement. The high-caste
Hindus considered themselves superior to the low caste people. Hindus
were actually hypocrites in their behaviour and attitude. Nahal shows
the hypocrisy of Hinduism in the following passage:

The compassion of Hinduism existed in its sacred books only;
in practice, it was so intolerant, so severe, a religion. It would decaste
a person for such a petty sin as drawing water out of the wrong well.
Or entering the wrong temple. Or letting your shadow fall on the select
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of the community — coming between them and the sun, that is. Or
brushing against them with the herm of your clothes. Men found in
adultery were all right. For women found in adultery it had a special
treatment. It not only decaste them, it would also desex them. Cut off
their hair, flatten their breasts, sew up their genitals so they could
hold no further intercourse. (P.125)

When World War II ended, the political scene in the world

changed. The Indian freedom movement gained popularity. The Labour
Party under the leadership of Attlee defeated the Conservative Party
headed by Winston Churchill in the general election in England.
Consequently, hope for Indian freedom gradually emerged. The new
British government was committed to the freedom of its colonies.
The third part Release opens with the British government sending a
delegation to decide upon the future of India. In this connection, Nahal
writes:
' IN MARCH 1946, landed yet another British delegation in India
to decide upon the political future of the country. It comprised three
dignitaries, a tall man with sunken cheeks, a hawk nose, and gold-
rimmed glasses, a small man with drooping shoulders and a wobbly
head, and a rotund man with a chubby pink face and round, protruding
eyes. They were Pethick-Lawrence, Stafford Cripps and AV Alexander,
all members of the newly formed Attlee cabinet. (P. 317)

But the transfer of power became a major problem to the British
government. The Prime Minister Attlee was an experienced politician
to understand the problem. He taught his cabinet colleagues how to
tackle the problem. The former Prime Minister Winston Churchill
opposed Indian freedom. However, Attlee government was determined
to accord freedom to India. But there was communal politics in India
at that time. Princely states appeared as a threat to the unity and i integrity
of India. At last, Attlee made the historic announcement, which came
out as a severe blow to the demands of the Muslim League. The cabinet
mission carefully examined the demand for Pakistan. They wanted to
leave India united but Mohammad Ali Jinnah was a great obstacle.

- Gandhi opposed the Partition of the country, but Jinnah emphasized
it. The members of the mission accepted neither Gandhi nor Jinnah.
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As the Indian political parties failed to solve their disputes, the mission
announced its unilateral decision:

After several hours of consultations, these three men wrote down two
sentences on a gilt-edged paper_-sentences which were to change the
destiny of India. They wrote that India would have immediately a
Constituent Assembly to evolve the constitution of a free India. And
they wrote that India would immediately have an interim government
headed by an Indian. How the constituent Assembly would be elected,
who would head the interim government, what representations the
different ethnic groups would have in these two bodies, they didn’t
concern themselves with. What reactions to the proposals there might
be, they didn’t concern themselves with that either. (P. 425)

Accordingly, an interim government was constituted on
September 2, 1946. Mohammad Ali Jinnah exhorted the Muslims to
observe the day on which the ministers took over charges, as a “Day
of Mourning.” But later the Muslim League joined them. Thus, the
interim government came to power after great violence.

However, people ignored Gandhi for fulfillment of their narrow
motives. His dream was shattered. But Vikram accompanied Gandhi.
He did not seek power and office. As he was a true follower of Gandhi,
he also observed celibacy against the wishes of his wife Julie and
mother Kusum. Julie had married Vikram against the wishes of her
father Michael Fogelson, a British medical officer. She also wore
Khaddar. She helped Vikram to observe his vow of celibacy. At the
end of the novel, we learn that she was elected an M.P. from Ajmer
constituency and became a political acolyte of Jawaharlal Nehru.
Gandhi’s influence was so pervasive that even the prostitutes like
Salma joined the Indian freedom movement. She was present when
Gandhi began his historic Dandi March in 1930. Later she joined a
garment factory. She sacrificed her life for the life of a Hindu friend
at the time when Mohammad Ali Jinnah was working for Partition.

The novel throws light on how Indian democracy was afflicted
with communalism, casteism, muscle power, and money power. These
evil practices threatened the ideals of Gandhi, when he was still alive.
Manoj Bhardwaj acted as foil to Gandhi. Manoj was a drunkard, while
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Gandhi lived a pious life. Once he had killed a policeman when he
was driving intoxicated. This man was given the Congress ticket from
the Banaras constituency. Thus, politics was a source of acquiring
money and power. Casteism was a serious threat to democracy. Gandhi
tried his best to eradicate this evil from the country. But there began
the erosion of Gandhian ideology during his own lifetime.
Communalism emerged as another threat to the integrity of the country.
There were communal riots in which many people lost their lives. So
Gandhi was not happy although India was going to get freedom. He
declared that the Tricolour had not triumphed and was not likely to
triumph either. In a public meeting, Gandhi said:

I can tell you the Tricolur will never triumph here. We are
such a divided nation. Divided on race. Divided on religion. Divided
on caste. Divided on status. Divided on regionalism. Divided on
language. Divided on dress. Divided on food. The sacred and the
profane are the bane of this country and we are divided on that as
well- on what is sacred, what is profane. ....The Tricolour will never
triumph here so long as the Hindus do not learn that: the climate for a
corporate, collective, creative living has to be created by them. They
hold the reins in their hands. They hold the power. They hold the
means..... The Tricolour will never triumph here so long as the Hindus
continue to be mean and petty. Their heritage is one of friendship. Let
them show this friendship now- at the hour of our peril. (Pp. 486-487)

Gandhi was pained to see the miserable condition of Indian
masses. The majority of people lived in fear and wants. Only a few
people lived happily. Such a country with poor people could not enjoy
freedom and happiness. Gandhi feared that the tricolour would never
triumph in India where there were discriminations of race, religion,
caste, status, regionalism, language, dress and food. He had a dream
of India free from caste, creed, hatred, exploitation, suppression,
repression, violence and discrimination. The India of his dreams was
free from deprivation, exploitation, domination, division, injustice
and inequality. Considering these factors, Gandhi declared that

Tricolour would never triumph in the present condition of the country:

The India of my dreams is an India where we would for once and all
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be free of divisions. The India of my dreams has no place for fissures
in it. The India of my dreams will be altogether free of caste, of religious
bigotry, of economic exploitation. For many long years I have striven
to bring this about but I must concede I have failed. Such an India has
not come into existence. (P. 486)

Chaman Nahal has described the physical features and
personality of Mahatma Gandhi at several places in his novels The
Crown and-the Loincloth and The Salt of Life. In this novel also, he
gives a detailed description of Gandhi’s personality, gestures, dress,
physique and body language at various places. In the following
passage, Nahal gives a beautiful description of his physical features:
His chest as 'usual was bare. It was thin and narrow but firm and
conspicuous. There was a spread of gray hair on it, and his belly was
absolutely flat. ...His bare feet were clean, the toenails clipped, but
his heels were bruised and his soles had huge blisters from walking in
the villages. His bare head was bald but not altogether, a line of white
hair ran around it and some small hair showed on the scalp. ...His
arms were delicate, yet large hands and the fingers, as well as the
elbows, were placed firmly in their sockets. His skin was dark but it
glittered, as mahogany does when varnished. (P. 482)

Indeed, The Triumph of the Tricolour has descriptions of
Gandhi’s ideas about non-violence, rural India and untouchability at
different places. The great saints of the world had talked of non-
violence as one of the virtues of life without specification. But
according to Gandhi, non-violence is the only and the sole virtue.
Nahal also brings out Gandhi’s views about the ends and means. He
believed that the means should justify the ends. He stressed the purity
of means. Nahal also refers to Gandhi’s conception of agrarian
revolution in India - village economy, village panchayats, village
schools, village industries. Gandhi’s future India or India of dreams
was essentially a rural India. He believed that each village should be
self-contained and adequate. He did not approve of big machines,
rapid production, and misuse of natural resources.

Nahal shows the influence of Gandhian non-violence on
Vikram. He realized the importance and supremacy of non-violence.

cmefa Tz G o) WE T g st

To him non-violence was like a shield against any sword. Though
Vikram was the admirer of all the Gandhian ways, he differed slightly
from Gandhi’s old panchayat system. He understood that the whole
country could not be entrusted with the hands of the village leaders
‘sitting under the peepal tree’. India needed strong central leadership
to govern the country. Nahal shows Vikram’s disagreement with

- Gandhi’s idea of decentralization. According to Vikram, Gandhi’s

political thinking was narrow. He could not support Gandhi’s idea of
handing over absolute power to the village leaders.

Chaman Nahal also shows that Gandhians like Kusum and
Vikram worked together with the revolutionaries. Kusum had taken
refuge in Banaras by leaving the Quit India movement. During those
days, the revolutionaries used the route of the Ganges to carry their
weapons. They moved by the water-route. Vikram also had relation
with the revolutionaries. He came in contact with Joseph Daniel, the
great revolutionary from Punjab. He was the leader of the Himmat
group. Vikram thought that working with the revolutionaries was the
need of the time for the Gandhians. The young leaders did not have
too much liking for non-violence. The Quit India movement shook
the very foundation of the British Empire in India. Vikram and Jo seph
Daniel made -a plan to attack the British camp. The Himmat
revolutionary group planned to make the war prisoners free from the
war camps. Vikram made the necessary arrangements to attain success
in their plan. Darbara Singh and Vikram had to find out a safe passage
for POWS.

To sum up, Chaman Nahal’s The Triumph of the Tricolour
presents various political events of the period from 1942 to 1946 under
the active stewardship of Mahatma Gandhi. To that effect, the novelist
has skillfully delineated both historical and fictional characters with
different political ideologies. The novel highlights the Gandhian
philosophy, the principles of Subhas Chandra Bose and his Indian
National Army, the Himmat revolutionaries and communal politics
under Mohammad Ali Jinnah, leading to the partition of the co untry.

However, it proves the significance, relevance and supremacy of the

Gandhian principles over other ideals and principles. Nahal has justly
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and honestly portrayed the character and personality of Mahatma
Gandhi in the light of his principles and activities as a true political
leader of India,
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1.Introduction

The World Bank (2000:15) refers poverty as “pronounced
deprivation in wellbeing.” Human poverty is multidimensional in
character and diverse rather than uniform in content. There are basically
three perspectives on poverty: i) Income perspective, ii) Basic needs
perspective and iii) Capability perspective (UNDP, 1997:16). To
Ravallion (1992), the assessment of well-being for poverty analysis is
traditionally characterized by two main approaches: the welfarist and
the non-welfarist approaches. The welfarist approach (Sen 1979) seeks
to measure household utility, which in turn is usually assumed to be
approximated by household consumption expenditure or household
income; these may be considered as inputs into generating utility. A
more paternalistic, or non-welfarist approach might focus on whether
households have attained certain minimal levels of, say, nutrition or
health. Thus, while the welfarist approach focuses on per capita
consumption expenditure or income, other (non-welfarist) measures of
individual welfare might include indicators such as infant mortality rates
in the region, life expectancy, the proportion of spending devoted to
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food, housing conditions, or child schooling; these may be thought of
as measures of output, reflections of utility rather thas inputs into the
generation of utility (Haughton and Khander, 201 0:2(-34).

The prime causes and determinants of poverty can be : Region-
level, Community-level and Household and individual level. On the
other hand, the Household and individual level characteristics are of:

— Demographic, such as household size. age structure,
dependency ratio, gender of head

- — Economic, such as employment status, hours worked,
‘property owned

— Social, such as health and nutritional status, education, shelter.

The Mishings, the second largest scheduled tribe (plains) of
Assam, belong to the Tibeto-Burman family of the Mongoloid group.
The Mishings are basically concentrated in the riverine areas of ej ght
districts of Assam, namely, Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Jorhat, Sonitpur,
Golaghat, Sivasagar, Tinsukia and Dibrugarh. The Mishings. semi
nomadic in character, dwelt basically on the bank of rivers in natural
environment. This colourful ethnic tribe, an indispensible part of the
formation of the greater Assamese community, has been able to
maintain their traditional socio-cultural-religious traits unimpaired in
spite of the radical changes throughout Assamese life. The main
occupation the tribe is agriculture. Due to globalization and other
factors, changes are noticed in the socio-economic life this tribe.

Similarly, due to adoption of Baisnavism and Christianity, changes

are prominent in their traditional beliefs, customs, religious practices
and cultures.
2. Objective :

The prime objective of the study is to examine the economic,
social and demographic determinants and their impacts on household
rural poverty among the Mishing tribe in Sivasagar district of Assam and
recommend remedial measures to the policy makers to reduce poverty.
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3. Data and Methodology

In the study, we make use of primary data collected through
household level questionnaire. We selected three development blocks
(Demow, Gaurisagar and Sonari) from Sivasagar district and two
villages from each block. The selected villages were Dimowmukh
and Dolopa , Thekeratal and No.l Alimur; No. 2 Balikhuti and
Ramnagar. The blocks and villages have been selected purposively,
but households are selected randomly. While selecting the villages,
we lay emphasis on variability or diversity of data that influence
poverty and inequality among Mishing tribe. Total 192 households
i.e. 25% of the village level Mishing population of the selected villages
under the selected blocks have been selected.

3.1 Model Specification
3.1.1 Multivariate income regression model
The income multiple regression equation can be written as
follows
In Wit Bo + gczi ﬁkai y U.‘ (D)
Where, 1
In w, = Natural log of per capita income
X, = Set of household and individual characteristics
4’s= Parameters '

Ui = Random disturbance term

312 Loglsnc model
Let us suppose thc general equation ?
¥ e oo cosiniis Kyl (2) ;
¥; = dependable variable representing the per capita income or
calorie or expenditure or poverty level of the households

Xz; = Various economic, social and demographic characteris-
tics of the households that determine the per capita income or
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poverty level of the households

Let’s assume, the response variable ¥* captures a true status of
the household either as poor or non-poor; so we can write the
regression equation as follows:

}’“:E?:@Xi;ﬁj + £ (3)

¥* is not observable; but a latent variable. We can have y as a
dummy variable with the value 1 ¥*>0 and takes the value 0
otherwise. X is vector of household characteristics, p is a vector
of parameters and ¢ is an error term.

Let P; indicates the probability that the ;% household is below
the poverty line. We, also assume that the is a Bernoulli variable
and its distribution depends on the vector of predictors X, SO

PdX) = 5% _ (4)

Here, B is a row vector. The logit function to be estimated is
theI}) Written as .

%ﬁ1§3 _E"“GXZ};S} FrE (5)

In_—- =, denotes the natural log of the odds in favour of the
household falling below the poverty line; whereas, 5; is the
measure of change in the logarithm of the odds ratio of the
chance of the poor to non-poor household and can be also

erltten as.. . .
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4. Results and Discussions
4.1 Results of Multivariate Income Regression Model

A log linear multivariate model is estimated to verify the
effects of socio-economic and demographic variables on rural poverty
of the Mishing tribe. Thus, multiple regression was conducted to
determine the best linear combination of Type of family, Size of
Household, Female Male Ratio Members, Dependency Ratio, Age of
head of the household (years), No. of Income Earner, Education level
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of household, Health Index (BMI), Physical assets per household (Rs),
Landholding per household (Bigha), Livestock per household (Rs),
Persons per room of household and Distance from nearest Urban area
for predicting poverty. The Means, Standard Deviations and Inter-
correlations for Poverty and Predictor Variables have been shown in
Table 1. This combination of variables significantly predicted poverty,
F(13,178)= 33.28, p <.001, with all thirteen variables significantly

contributing to the prediction. The beta weights, presented in Table 2, -

suggest that Type of family, Size of Household, No. of Income Earner,
Education level of household, Health Index (BMI), Physical assets
per household (Rs) and Distance from nearest Urban area contributes
most to predicting poverty. The empirical result shows that the
explanatory power of the regression equation as measured by R? is
significantly high (R? =0.71). It implies that about 71 per cent of the
variation in the dependable variable (logarithm of per capita income)
is due to the aforesaid thirteen explanatory variables and the remaining
29 per cent is due to other unmentioned variables. In other words,
high R’ indicates the statistical fitness of the model used to analyse
the determinants of the poverty. The adjusted R squared value was
0.69. This indicates that 69% of the variance in the dependable variable
was explained by the variations in the independent variables.

The equation of the output can be formulated as follows:
Poverty = 1.866 + (0.268 x Type of family) —(0.088 x Size of
Household) + (0.000 x Female Male Ratio of Members) - (0.001 x
Dependency Ratio) + (0.001 x Age of HoH in years) +(0.274 x No. of
Income Earner) + (0.128 x Education level of household) + (0.232 x
Health Index i.e. BMI) + (0.000 x Physical assets per household in
Rs) + (0.081 x Landholding per household in Bi gha) —0.000 x
Livestock per household in Rs) — (0.088 x Persons per room of
household) + (0.009 x Distance from nearest Urban area).
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Table 2: The Determinants of Rural Per Capita Income or Poverty:

Log-linear Regression Results based on Village Data (N=192)

Variable B SEB f

Type of Ganily a7 b T 1A
Sive ol Holisehotd =09 RiE] = Z2%
Trumle Wik Bab Menbers T oo ]
Thepententy Rt ' 0 0 o
Augs o ol (voars) A o 82
e of Tnoome Eanmer 27 R Z1*
Fabneation Tevied of household A3 K] 2
Fiesih gk, EROMTS 3% 3 ]
Thvesica] assets per Bossebokl (Rs) A o 5L
Landlokling per homsehild Bigha AHB AE A7
" Tiventonk per howsehald (Rs) : A T L
Pamsoms pax oo of ousehokd « A L « it
Dhistaneoe from neunst Lirban 3 «dil A i L
Constant : T Eaases &

Note: R*= .71 ; F(13,178)= 33.28, p <.001
o< (015 ** p<S.. *** p<]()

The type of family is found to be statistically significant and
have positive sign. The coefficient suggests that additional increase
one nuclear family would increase per capita income by 27 per cent.
The coefficient of the size of the household has negative sign and
statistically significant at 1 per cent level. The value of the coefficient
indicates that an additional person in the households will reduce per
capita income in the households by 9 per cent.

The numbers of income earners in the household has a
significant role in poverty reduction. The table shows that per capita
income is positively associated with the numbers of income earners
in the household. One additional income earner in the household would
increase per capita income by 27 per cent. Similarly education level
of household plays a significant part in decreasing poverty. The table
shows that one more year of education increases the per capita income
by 13 per cent.
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Health Index (BMI) has a significant and positive effect on

per capita income. The coefficient implies that 1 per cent increase in -

body mass of the household increase the per capita income by 23 per
cent. Physical assets per household (Rs) is positive and statistically
significant on per capita income, i.e. physical assets has a positive
relationship with incidence of poverty. When other factors remain
constant, a 1 per cent rise in physical assets increases per capita income
at a positive amount. The distance of the household from nearest urban
has a positive relationship with incidence of poverty. As other factors
remain constant, a 1% rise in distance from nearest urban increases
the incidence of poverty by 1 per cent.

4.2 Results of Logistic Regression Model

Model of poverty is an important for the judgment of the
poverty status of individual households. Firstly, we idéntify the poor
and non-poor households based on their income or calorie or
expenditure level. Secondly, we estimate the probability of being poor
conditional on the logistic distribution function.
Logistic regression was conducted to assess whether the nineteen
variables, i.e., Occupation as Farmers my, Occupation as Agricultural
Labor, Occupation as Daily wage labor , Occupation as Business and
self-employed , Occupation as Service , Type of family, Dependency
Ratio, Size of Household, Size of household Squared, Age of
household (years), Age of household squared, Education, Health of
household , Physical assets , Landholding , Livestock Occupational
dummy, Distance from nearest Urban, Condition of area, significantly
predicted whether a person is poor or not. The poor households are
divided into the Income Based Poor Households (Households with
below the minimum threshold per capita income per month), the
Calories Based Poor Households (Households with below the
minimum threshold per capita calorie intake requirement per day)
and Expenditure Based Poor Households (Households with below
the minimum threshold of per capita expenditures per month).
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Table 3: Estimated results of Binomial Logit Model of Income, Calotie and Expenditure as dependable variables
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2 coefficients of occupations as agricultural labor and self-employment
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low livestock per household (Rs) and distance from nearest urban
area that are significantly and negatively related with income of the
poor households. On the other hand, the variables that are statistically
insignificant are female male ratio (members), age of head of the
houschold (years), landholding per household (Bigha) and persons
per room of the household. The logistic regression model shows that

the probability of a household falling into poor increases with joint

family, high dependency ratio, size of household ,size of the family
squared, low level of education , poor health, physical assets and flood-
prone area of the household. The probability of being poor is high in
case of those households who are employed as agricultural labor, self-
employment or in business; and low in case of service-holders.

Based on the empirical findings, the following policy
implications can be drawn.

1) To engage farmers in productive activities and to
increase their earnings, employment opportunities need
to be generated through development of cottage, village
and tiny industries through joint venture of government
and NGOs. Some industries should be established to
utilize the agricultural products, such as, fruit processing
units, dairy farm, grain processing industries etc.
Secondly, as the Mishing rural people are engaged in

- paddy cultivation only for six months. So, it requires
diversification of agriculture.

i1) The creation of new jobs both in quantity and quality
would motivate investment in human capital formation,
leading to higher educational attainment, which in turn
-results in higher productivity, wages and higher per
capita income leading to less poverty and income

~ inequality. ;

iii) ~ Government should incur more expenditure on

education for formation of human capital (i.e. the

IR ST Rl S AT e

knowledge, ability, skili and physical capacity of the
people) to enhance capabilities, productivity and earnings
of rural people. Awareness on government schemes,
proper knowledge on banking, production and marketing
are must needed to reduce poverty and inequality.

vy General awareness on health, body mass and
requirements of nutrients should be generated.

V) Size of the population has positive impact on the
standards of living and human development. It requires
strict family planning.

vi) Negative impact of high dependency ratio on the poor

can be reduced by raising the income level of the
working age groups.

vii) Since livestock is prime source of income for most
households, so it needs to improve livestock sector.

viii)  Govt should ensure the existence of an adequate
' economic infrastructure (transport, communication and
energy) and social infrastructure (education and
research, health and family welfare, housing, other civic
amenities, such as, water supply and sanitation).

ix) Adopt new pragmatic approach to enhance capability
of rural people.

X) Combat corruption and red-tapism at Panchayat levels,
so that, rural people can avail all the benefits of
Panchayat System.

xi) Political leaders must have political will to reduce

poverty and enhance human choices.
To sum up, since poverty is multidimensional and its concept
varies from time to time and place to place; so, the policy makers and
implementers, very importantly, must understand the what, why and



how of poverty clearly, before going for poverty eradication.
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Introduction:

The problem of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) has drawn
attention of social scientists and policy analysts since the last few
decades. Most important aspect of this phenomenon is that it alienates
people from their home, land, food and occupation. It has been noticed
that every year millions of people have been uprooted in their own
countries for various man-made and natural factors and leads them to
multidimensional human insecurity. Today the IDPs are the largest
‘at risk” population of the world and has emerged as one of the most
pressing human security issues for mankind. In view of this, the present
paper is an endeavor to highlight the issue of internally dlsplaced
persons from the aspects of human security.

The phrase ’IDPs’ is of quite recent origin in academic
domains. Being forced migrated community the status of IDPs is very
akin to refugees and usually both the terms are used synonymously.
But many social scientists are deliberately trying to differentiate it
from the refugees, as the IDPs mean another vulnerable group of
people; though they share some uniform chactensncs with the refugees.
A lot of studies and discussions have focused on refugees but there is
hardly any mention of IDPs. For instance, The Oxford English
Reference Dictionary' defines that a ‘displaced Persons’ is a person
who is forced to leave his or her home country because of war,
persecution etc. But the same dictionary defines the ‘refugee’ as a
person taking refuge, especially in foreign country from war or
persecution or natural disaster. In the same way The Chambers

* Dictionary” explains ‘displaced person’ as a person forced fro::: his

or her country by war, revolution, persecution or oppression ‘.l.d as
refugee and stateless person. The same source describes ‘refugee’ as
a person who flees for refuge to another country, especially from
religious or political persecution. So, the lexical interpretations of
‘displaced persons’ have given almost same meaning of ‘refugees.
Significantly, the above mentioned sources are silent about the term
"IDPs’. On the other hand, there is neither any international law nor
any municipal law to define the IDPs. That is why most of time the
phrase ‘internal refugee’ or ‘in-country refugee’ is used to refer to the
IDPs. Empirically both the terms refer to the two different types of
unprotected, helpless and marginalized group of people. In fact, the
IDPs mean the persons who are forcefully displaced and who flee
from one place to another within the territory of their own country.

'They are unable to cross the international state borders and intrude to

other country where they could receive the protection and assistance.
The reasons for their displacement may be numerous, i.e. armed
conflict, foreign aggression, occupation, internal upheavals, torture,
terrorism, developmental or natural causes but their conditions are
similar to that of the refugees. Both are desperately in need of
protection and assistance. The only difference between the refugees
and IDPs is that the former are persons without documents there by
giving rise to uncertainty as their nationality status and even of their
domicile. The condition of the IDPs may be more precarious than that

“of the refugees due to the fact that they are forced to remain in unsafe
‘areas where they cannot have access to adequate food, pure drinking

water and other basic needs of life. In simple words, it may be
concluded that when a group of uprooted persons take shelter in forei gn
countries they are known as refugees and while they remain within

~ their own country, they are categorized as IDPs.

Throughout history, and in every part of the world. people
have been uprooted by persecution, conflict or environmental disaster.
Various studies reveal that the frequency, size and dire consequences
of this global problem have been increasing subsequently in recent
time. The humanitarian community is increasingly aware about this

____..m.‘__,_,...,...m



it

e SR [RmaeiaE e araad sfewr

humane problem. The last two decades have witnessed an enormous
increase in the number of IDPs in the world. Yet there is no comparable
structure for supporting the IDPs. It is noteworthy that The United
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) has a mandate to
assist only refugees. So, the need of an international mechanism to
address the problem of the IDPs is felt to be very urgent. Only recently
the international community has developed a mechanism that is
popularly known as UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement.
Therefore, in order to fill this gap the UN Secretary General in 1992
appointed Dr. Francis Deng of Sudan as Special Representative for
IDPs. In 1998, Dr. Deng presented this guiding principle after a diligent
effort. This document contains thirty principles to guide governments
and non-governmental organizations in providing protection and
assistance of the IDPs.? .

The UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement not only
lay down the rights of the IDPs relevant to the needs they encounter
in different stages of displacement and provides a handy scheme to
design a national policy or law on displaced persons by the concerned
states but also it has developed an acceptable definition of ‘IDPs’.
The Guiding Principle has defined the IDPs as “Persons or group of
persons who have been forced to flee or to leave their homes or places
of habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to avoid
the effects of armed conflict, situation of generalized violence,
violation of human rights or natural or human-made disasters, and
who have not crossed an internationally recognized state border”.!
From the above definition we find three categories of IDPs:

a) Conflict induced IDPs. |

b) Natural disaster/calamity induced IDPs.

c) Man-made or development induced [DPs.

IDPs generated from various conflicts or violent activities i.e.
war, armed conflict, persecution, racial conflict, communal violence,
cthnic conflict etc. are included under the conflict induced IDPs.
Environmental disasters like, earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanic
eruptions, cyclones, landslides, droughts, deforestation, desertification,
flood and erosion lead to the creation of a vast magnitude of IDPs in

the world each year, which may be categorized as natural disaster/
calamity induced IDPs. ) :
Besides, many developmental activities generate a large number of
IDPs. At present, it is a well-accepted fact that though the development
projects lead to the qualitative changes and stability in political and
economic lives of various classes and communities, it also degrades
the socio-economic and cultural lives of many marginalized social
groups of the same society. Thus, development is neither neutral nor
equal rather it is biased and unequal. In many cases it is brutal, ruthless
and inhuman. It is evident that in many developing countries, land is
being systematically appropriated in an attempt to fuel economic
growth. In many cases local inhabitants are simply told to leave their
land or are forcibly evicted from it. The IDPs resulting from
industrialization, urbanization, construction of dams, highways,
railways, mines, energy pipelines are counted under man-made or
development induced IDPs.
II

Involuntary displacement directly attacks on the basic human
security issues of men. Studies show that the IDPs constitute a most
vulnerable and marginalized social group after the forceful ejection
from their home and original habitats. The forced displacement from
their home and habitat creates a very pathetic atmosphere as they face
immense loss to the life sustaining resources, social networks,
neighbors and access to common property rights. The involuntary
deprivations of the life sustain system leads the IDPs towards the
state of massive deficit of the basic rights and amenities for human

survival. It exhibits that some undesired external forces compel the

marginalized section of the society to flee from their native places
and whi_ch imposes a very painful and helpless life circle for them. An
acute crisis of basic human security awaits them. This evidently shows

- that the forced migrated communities are alienated from their

livelihood including land, food, occupation and house and go without
any assistance and protection. In reality, the refugee crisis anywhere
often receives considerable international attention when a large number
of refugees cross into neighboring countries and their arrival sets off
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a chain of events that result in extensive international involvement.
But on the contrary, when people are displaced within their own
country’s border then such involvements fail to draw similar attention.
The crisis neither receives national nor international attention and
most of the times the victims go unnoticed, unprotected and unassisted.
And it is very pertinent to be noted that though in general assumption
the issue of IDPs is very similar with refugees but in reality the plight
or status of the IDPs is even worse than that of the refugee as the
former cannot cross international borders and has to seek help from
that authority which is very often responsible for their displacement.
And no national government wants external involvement in what they -
consider to be a national affair.

Internal displacement causes a very traumatic effect on life -
and livelihood of the victims. The IDPs are deprived of their ‘right to.

life with dignity’ after exodus from their most important possessions-
land, home and livelihood. The significant aspect of the forced
migrated deprivation is that it leads to the decline in their social and
economic status and to extreme poverty and social disarticulation.
Investigations on IDPs reveal that most of the victims of the population
displacement are agro-based people. The lands which are the only
source of their livelihood are taken away by the government in the
name of developmental purpose or become unsafe for their survival
due to various conflicts or may be destroyed by natural calamities.
So, the situation of landlessness totally removes their main sources of
income and pushes them to the state of destitution. Experience reveals
that landlessness and joblessness increase after displacement which
leads them to occupational shift from cultivation to daily wage earners,
domestic servants and so on ultimately resulting in the decline in their
socio-economic status and to a situation of impoverishment and
marginalization. In Northeast India, it has been witnessed that the
condition of landless peasants, after the forceful ejection from their
native places has become very painful. The lands are fundamental
foundation upon which their productive system and the livelihood
are based. So, the alienation from their lands is the principal form of
de-capitalization and pauperization of the IDPs. The loss of the main

sources of livelihood brings massive crisis of survival. Empirical
investigations on uprooted communities depict that they do not get
adequate food to eat, access to safe drinking water and even enough
cloth to cover themselves. Even, many of them die because of
starvation.

This evidently highlights that the occupational shift from
cultivation to daily wage earnings and other degrading professions
become endemic among the IDPs. The lands, their basic source of
livelihood, are lost for from them forever after their displacement.
So, occupational shift becomes a natural outcome among the IDPs.
This condition is very much common among the IDPs in Assam
especially induced by floods and erosions. The persons who had
maintained a dignified life based on their lands are transformed into
economically destitute and socially rootless after their involuntary
migration. Apart from being daily wage earners even many of them
become vagrants. Along with occupational shift the problem of
migrated laborers also emerges among the IDPs. It has been noticed
that, most of time it becomes impossible for them to cater to their
basic needs within their locality, and under such circumstances many
members of the displaced families are bound to go to other places in
search of work. From field studies, it is seen that many displaced
persons in Northeast India are working as daily wage earners i.e.
rickshaw puller, motia, domestic servants, thela-wala etc. in many
parts of the region. In such a situation displaced families tend to
become vulnerable.

Forced migration leads to homelessness. The IDPs remain
homeless within their own country. That is why Samir Kr. Das® has
referred to them as ‘homelessness at home’. In fact, IDPs are a result
of the loss of their home and homestead places and their condition
begins to worsen after their displacement. Various researches on
population displacement show that the IDPs are persons who flee from
their houses either for various man-made or natural activities i.e.
conflict, violence, development activities or by natural disasters,
especially floods and erosions, these people are compelled to stay at
relief camps or to be sheltered at the road sides or high embankments
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in very unsafe and unhygienic atmosphere. Various reports on IDPs
of the Northeast India show that millions of displaced people still
remain homeless in this region for many years. Most of them, are
taking shelter in various relief camps for many decades and a great

chunk of them are also living at roadsides, on high embankments in

sub-human condition. Even the government does not provide enough
food items, drinking water, medicines and other basic services for the
displaced persons who are sheltered at various relief camps. It is very
pathetic to see that the temporarily set up relief camps or their sheltered
places become permanent address for the uprooted people. For
instance, in Assam millions of displaced people induced by various
natural and anthropogenic factors are living in government sponsored
relief camps, roadsides, dykes, high embankments and so on for

. decades in dehumanized condition. And it is astonishing to see that

the condition of these unfortunate people is becoming to more alarming
for lack of rehabilitation and resettlement. ;

Mass exodus causes a very negative impact on health. IDPs
become mentally and physically very weak due to destitution and
alienation. It induces social stress and psychological trauma. Lack of
food, non-availability of safe drinking water, absence of adequate place
for housing and dearth of cloth to protect their body worsen their
physical and mental strength. They also suffer from malnutrition.
Studies show that the number of deaths due to malnutrition and disease
are very high among IDPs. Among them the infants, children, women
and the elderly are the weakest segments. Besides, deprivation from
minimum health service makes the situation more critical. It is surprise
to see that many displaced persons in the Northeast, even living at

government sponsored relief camps, die of hunger and lack in basic

health services. Studies reveal that there are no immunization
programmes for the children in the relief camps and many of them die
because of simple diseases. . -
Involuntary displacement substantially degrades the social
status of the IDPs. Studies show that the act of forced migration not
only completely destroys the economic lives of the victims but it also
causes very severe impact on the social and cultural lives of the IDPs.

N FEIfaRE el wiw wragey wifew

The forceful ejection from ancestral lands totally de-establishes the
long standing social establishments of the IDPs. It fragments and
destroys community life, social organizations, kinships, families,
neighborhood and the social order. The fracture of long established
community, the dismantling production system, scattered kinship
group/family, destruction of all community support systems create a
state of massive socio-economic and cultural insecurity. Such
insecurity results in marginalization or, what Cernea® calls, social
disarticulation. Experience shows that the displaced communities
constitute one of the largest excluded groups in the society. And it is
noteworthy that very often their occurrences remain unnoticed from
the public realm. Hence, they experience a high degree of alienation
and deprivation from the larger society. On the other hand,
investigations on the issue of population displacement highlight that
the worst sufferers of crisis are the socio-economically and politically
most disadvantageous communities. So, the problem of displacement
heightens their marginality, vulnerability and social exclusions of the
already marginalized and vulnerable community of the society.
Moreover, the adoption of nomadic life style in search of livelihood
and shelter makes them undesirably unwanted and strange in the eyes
of the hosts. Ultimately IDPs become people of nowhere within their
own places. '

The impoverishment and marginalization further intensify
social and cultural insecurity of the IDPs. The alienation from their
livelihood disrupts their traditional life style, social networks and
cultural practices and causes social and cultural dislocation. It thereby
distances them from the traditional identity attached to their land and
dispossesses them of their cultural heritage, spiritual beliefs, history,
legend and myths. Being de-attached from their culture and tradition,
their traditional knowledge and skills start to decrease. This notable
feature is very usually seen among the uprooted indigenous people of
the Northeast India. Ethnic groups that take pride in their traditional
knowledge, skill and their rich culture, start to decay gradually after
their displacement. In this way, the result of forced displacement
totally robs the social and cultural dignity of the IDPs.

_
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The act of forced displacement also impinges on the political
aspects of the IDPs. They become politically insignificant community.
This devaluation resulted from their economic destitution and social
disarticulation. Being scattered, voiceless and unorganized people they
start to deprive of the basic political rights enshrined by the
constitution. Investigations reveal that the IDPs are not only deprived
of various schemes and policies initiated by the government for the
benefit of the poor and weak section of the society but also most often
they are debar from the most important democratic right- right to vote.
It has been noticed that most of time the IDPs are not counted as
voters in the relocated places. In an investigation Goswami’ highlights
that the persons displaced by the Bodo militants in Kokrajhar and
Chirang districts of Assam have not returned to their places from which
they were displaced due to fear of loss of life and limb. And because
they are enlisted in the electoral lists from where displaced, they have
not been able to vote since 1993. Again, because they are enlisted as
belonging to those villages from which they were uprooted, benefits
which they could have otherwise availed of- like the facilities under
the below poverty line schemes of the state-are closed to them. It is
also reported that the Reang IDPs from Mizoram, who have been
living in camps in Tripura for many years, were debarred from postal
voting in the election state assembly of 2008 due to the lack of proper

arrangement. The Reang IDPs also alleged that voter identity cards -

have not been issued to 7,262 Reang IDPs (The Times of India,
Northeast Issue November 27, 2008).

Sometimes the issue of IDPs creates major political turmoil
viz. the crisis of citizenship and voting right. This serious issue has
been plaguing among the Chakma and the Hajong refugees in
Arunachal Pradesh for the last few decades. In is noteworthy that the
Chakma and the Hajong refugees who were settled in Arunachal
Pradesh under the sponsorship of the Government of India in the mid
1960s are now facing a serious threat to their existence due to
sharpening Arunachali identity. They, even after having lived in
Arunachal Pradesh for about five decades, still remain as ‘stateless
community’ waiting endlessly for an elusive citizenship.?

Involuntary displacements bring different kinds of problems
to the affected people depending on time and circumstances. The -
consequences of displacement are felt differently by men, women and
children as issues of livelihood, education and health are different for
each group due to age and sex. Among the displaced communities
women and children are in the majority as well as very vulnerable
segments. The condition of women becomes very pathetic after their
displacement. The forced to seek refuge either at relief camps or
roadsides, dykes, high embankments so on without privacy humiliate
them. The plight of homelessness, foodlessness and other basic needs
of human survival completely rob their privacy and dignity.
Investigations highlight that the women IDPs suffer from acute health
deterioration due the lack of food items, shelter and psychological
trauma. Moreover, the absence of primary health service and care
makes their condition more vulnerable. In such situation, the condition
of the mother of babies and pregnant women become very pitiable.
Instances show that consequences of forced displacement mortality
rate of women IDPs during delivery as well as among the new born
babies subsequently go high.

_ Women displacees are more vulnerable to violence at every
stage of their displacement. They not only lose their privacy and dignity
but very often they become easy prey to sexual abuse and human
trafficking. Even at the relief camps they do not have any privacy and
security. In his case study Barman has highlighted the pathetic
conditions of women IDPs from lower Assam, victimized by the Bodo
Movement. He has mentioned that due to the fear of rape and other
atrocities women IDPs cannot go out of the camps to work and even
within the camps they are not secure and usually become victims of
sexual harassment. Besides, they are in the camps are highly vulnerable
to trafficking. There are number of news reports of women trafficking
from the IDPs of lower Assam. And many of them adopted prostitution
as the last option for their survival along the national highway 37.

It is worth mentioning that though women are the worst victims
of population displacement, yet their issues are virtually overlooked.
Most often the displaced women face discrimination in having access
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to relief supplies, education and training and usually have little or no
possibility of participating in income generating and employment
opportunity. The womenfolk have to face these problems more
intensely than their male counterparts. Sri Lankan social scientist,
Mario Gomez comments that the refugee women are first to address
the question of income generation and many other coping mechanisms
precisely because it is their responsibility to put food in the mouths of

their family and fight for their survival. Yet rehabilitation and care is

hardly ever built on the premise of gender sensitivity.’

Involuntary displacement also creates a very painful condition
for the children IDPs- children whom mankind owes the best it has to
give. Every child is entitled to adequate nutrition, medical care,
education, housing and recreation. They should get adequate
opportunity to develop physically, mentally, morally, socially, in a
healthy and moral manner. But investigations show that the forced
displacement takes away all the basic rights and amenities that should
be possessed by a child. They are deprived of primary health care,
safe drinking water, primary education and other fundamental facilities
of human development. It is seen in Northeast India, many children
taking shelter at relief camps have died due to starvation, malnutrition
and various diseases. They do not get minimal food to eat, no facility
for safe drinking water and no provision of primary education. Besides,
the emergence of child labors is very usual among the IDPs because
of extreme poverty. Usually they are engaged as domestic servants,
hotel boys and so on. Most often the children are become a big burden
for their parents. It is reported that in Assam many children IDPs have
been sold out by their parents their due to extreme poverty and
helplessness.' -

Conclusion e
' Displaced persons start to face from multifaceted insecurity.
Plight of displacement makes them landlessness, foodlessness,

homelessness and jobless. Like the refugees the IDPs are also most
often ejected from their home and land, and are usually forced to live

at relief camps. But they are not treated as refugees as unlike refugees
they have not crossed any international state border. Therefore, they
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are not entitled to the protection guaranteed by the international
community to the refugees. Moreover, many nation-states cannot
provide protection to the IDPs, and even they too are unwilling to
seek international help and protection, because it affects their prestige
as a “nation-state” and its ‘sovereignty’. Therefore, most often IDPs
have to survive in dehumanized condition due to lack of humanitarian
assistances from the state and other non-state actors. Hence, in certain
situation, the status of the IDPs is worse than that of the refugees due
to apathy of their own state and the absence of international protection.
The traumatic condition resulted from forced displacement is very
hearth-rending. The trauma created by population displacement may
differ according to time and circumstances, but they share some
universal characteristics. Various researches and experiments on
population displacement have highlighted some important common
characteristics shared by the IDPs threaten their human security/basic
human rights. In this regard, it can be cited to the leading World Bank
consultant and policy analyst Micheal M Cernea’s model called the
Impoverishment, Risk and Rehabilitation Model. According to him
model, the various kinds of risks that threaten the survival of the IDPs
are- landlessness, joblessness, homelessness, mai‘ginalization, food
insecurity, increased morbidity and mortality, loss of common property
resources and service and social disarticulation.!

Empirically, the emergence of IDPs is the result of high degree
of violation of human rights of the vulnerable sections of the society
and their conditions become more alarming after their displacement.
The vast magnitude of human rights violations within their own
country becomes endemic for them. In-depth examinations on
population displacement and human rights indicate that IDPs are the
final outcome, owing to the massive violation of basic human rights
of the weaker section people in society and their life move towards
more insecurity and vulnerability after their flee. In this regard, human
rights violation on the IDPs can be viewed as per-displacement
violation and post-displacement violation. So, the maintenance of basic
human security is the only way to prevent the occurrence of this
humanitarian crisis.
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Inconceivably, the issues of IDPs have not received public
attention in spite of the apparent concern for human rights of the

* vulnerable and the marginalized. As a consequence, they are generally

excluded from the discourses of human security. So, barring sporadic
attention from the government, the civil society and from media they
suffer silently and stoically. Hence, due to lack of care, assistance and
rehabilitation they lead a life in squalor. So, it is responsibility for the
social scientists, policy analysts, media and the civil society to come
forward to highlight this issue and pressurize the state authorities as
well as the international agencies to take adequate steps to mitigate
this big critical human insecurity.
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1.0. Introduction:

A profession refers not only to serve with conscious
understanding and efficiency, but to make the service its main motto.
Every profession, in order to regulate its terms, conditions, norms and
quality of service rendered, has its own professional ethics. It is a
professional obligation by which a professional abides by. Professional
ethics are certain set of broad principles which have been framed out of
deep philosophical reflection on the nature and role of a profession.
Professional ethics are professionally accepted personal behavior, values
and guiding principles. Professional ethics helps aprofessional to choose
what to do when s/he faces a problem at work that raises a moral issue.
Professional ethics has become more important over the years as one
has become specialized in his/her occupation or profession. Professional
ethics are the principles of conduct that governs ones profession.

Recognizing the importance of having a code of ethics, library
associations have a long history of developing and promoting ethics for
the library profession. The American Library Association (ALA)
formally adopted its first code of ethics in 1939. The code underwent
several revisions, the last in 1981, with adoption by ALA Council in
1995. Codes of professional ethics are often established by
professional organizations to help guide members in performing their

Job functions according to sound and consistent ethical principles.

Professional ethics encompasses professionals’ personal,
organizational and corporate standards of behavior. Professionals are
those who are working in their respective professions and have specialist
knowledge and skill. Professional ethics is termed when this knowledge
and skill is governed when providing a service to the target group which
is considered as a moral issue. As professionals are trained in their
respective fields, so they are capable of making judgments, capable of
applying their skills and knowledge and can reach the target group.
One of the earliest examples of professional ethics is probably the
Hippocratic Oath to which medical doctors still adhere to it.

2.0. PROFESSIONAL ETHICS OF A LIBRARIAN
Professional ethics plays an important role in the life of a
librarian. Without some basic ethics, a librarian will not be able to
render fruitful services and shine in the profession. Professional skills
and knowledge are a part of a librarian’s profession. A librarian is
expected to pay keen attention to the professional ethics. Sincerity,
discipline, honesty, love etc. are some of the qualities of a librarian
which goes along with professional ethics to be maintained in the
profession of a librarian. Some of the important professional ethics of
a Librarian are: :
€ The foundation of a Librarian’s work lies in pursuit of his/her
duties in accordance with the known expectations of the society
in general and as per the needs of the users of his/her library in
particular.

€ A Librarian should not discriminate between or against library
users.

¢ A Libfarian should respect the confidentiality of each library
- user.

€ A Librarian should make it his/her professional aim to
familiarize himself/herself, as far as possible both in and out
of his/her library, with the materials recording human
knowledge and experiences.

@ A Librarian should honor the freedom of Libraries in collecting,
preserving and disseminating the library materials.

® A Librari_ali should actively participate in the formulation of
policy in the operation and service program of his/her library.

€ A Librarian should apply himself/herself to the necessary
professional training, both as an individual and as a member
of a group.

@ A Librarian should make efforts to secure labor conditions
that are appropriate for the development and pursuit of
‘professional library services.

€ A Librarian should cooperate with other Librarians in efforts
to develop group professional competences.

€ ALibrarian should make due efforts, in association with others,
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to stimulate the development of the cultural environment in
society and the community which they serve, by cooperating
with local residents and with members of appropriate groups
and organizations.

@ A Librarian should make every effort to contribute to the
development of the whole culture relating to the publications

and publishing that is responsive to the needs and viewpoints
of the public

€ A Librarian should make it his/her aim to develop and maintain
understanding and cooperation among libraries of all kinds.

@ A Librarian should respect intellectual property rights.

€ A Librarian should respect his/her profession and recognize
its value in the process of developing a society.

€ Through loyalty, trust and professional actions and behavior,
a librarian should work for the development of his/her
profession and raise the prestige of the profession.

€ A Librarian should observe generally accepted ethical and
aesthetic norms at workplace.

€ A Librarian should not use the infonn'ation. and technical
resources that are available to him/her for selfish purposes only.

€ A Librarian should take care of perfecting personal qualities

which will help him/her in developing the personality as well -

as the profession.

€ A librarian should support and facilitate the users by giving
them suitable answers according to the users’ information
needs.

@ A Librarian should share his/her experience and knowledge
with his/her colleagues and treat his/her staffs and their
workings with respect and defend their interests if these do
not contradict with the norms of professional ethics.

Apart from professional ethics of a Librarian, in order to get
desirable positive result in library profession solidarity and library
techniques, it is very important for the library staff of every library
that they should also cultivate a sense of professional loyalty, which
will make them progressive in sharing their working experiences with

the brother members of the profession. The Librarian should encourage
the staff to take interest in professional matter. S/he should try to
prevent them from falling into rule-of-thumb route. Professional ethics
comprises ideals, affirmations and principles which are necessary for
the development of a society which is based on democracy and
observance of human rights.

3.0. CONCLUSION

A librarian is the walking encyclopedia of knowledge and
facilitator of information. S/he is regarded as the backbone of a library.
The librarian should be a guide and friend to the users of a library.
The library users should love and respect the librarian. A librarian not
only provides necessary materials to the users and meets their
information needs, but also teach them in an informal way to be sincere
and disciplined in their usage of a library so that they become a
responsible citizen of society and country. A librarian moulds the habit
of reading in the users specially the student community. Therefore, to
meet all these aims, professional ethics are very important for a
librarian for effective management of library and its users. Without
professional ethics, a librarian will not be able to manage a library
and disseminate knowledge in a systematic and sensible way.
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“Welfare and betterment of humanity is the ultimate goal of higher
education”. -Radhakrishnan Commission(1948-49)

1.0. Introduction

Education is said to be the backbone of a nation. It is the
primary source of knowledge and knowledge enlightens human mind.
It is the key factor for human development with intellectual growth
and an inspirational attitude. Higher education occupies a special

position in the educational system of any nation because it is at the

apex of entire educational structure and influences all levels of
education. Higher education is called tertiary, third stage or post
secondary education, normally taken to include graduate and post-
graduate, vocational education, training imparted by Colleges and
Universities. Generally Colleges, Universities, Research institutions,
Teacher training colleges, Community Colleges, Polytechnics and IITs,

Colleges of health, agriculture and nursing schools form the cluster

of higher education. India has the third largest higher education system
in the world by the number of institutions which is around 706
Universities (44 central universities, 307 state universities, 130 deemed
universities, 170 private universities, 50 institutions of national
importance and 5 institutions of state importance) and about 35539
Colleges. But the quality of Higher Education in the country is not so
assuring. Out of such a huge number of institutions only 2 or 3 higher

educational institutions have procured positions in the top 100 .

institutions of the world. Indian higher education system is now facing
different types of challenges. These challenges have created obstacles
in the progress, quality assurance and excellence of higher education.
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After the success of Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) and Rastriya
Madhyamik Siksha Abhiyan (RMSA), there is a need to transform,
expand, and upgrade the system of higher education in India. So, the
Union Ministry of Human Resource Development has designed a
scheme for revamping and transforming the higher education sector.
This scheme, known as National Higher Education Mission or Rastriya
Uchchatar Siksha Abhiyan (RUSA) started in the year of 2012.

2.0. Objectives: :
The main objectives of the discussion are-

1) To discuss briefly about different chailenges of Indian Higher
Education.

i1) To highlight the aims and dimensions of RUSA for
transforming and upgrading quality of higher education.
3.0. Methodology :

' This discussion is a theoretical one and data have been
collected from the secondary sources and the discussion has been
carried out using descriptive or analytical method.

4.0. Challenges faced by higher education in India: _

Now a day, the Indian higher education system is facing
different types of problems and challenges. These beget lots of
problems in entire education system and degrade its quality. Some
problems of higher education are-

i) Overcrowding of students-
Each year, a large number of students try to enrol in the
educational institution but the existing institutions don’t have
the seat capacity to enrol all the aspirants of higher education.
So, many of the students don’t get the chance to enrol
themselves in a good institution.

ii) Problem of keeping qualitative standard in education
Sometimes reservation policies give chance to the students
of backward classes to earn education in spite of low
percentage. This creates obstacles to a section of the students
to get education in spite of having high percentage.

— (D

- W



Es =
e S

ii1) Students agitation and problem of discipline

Students’ participation in politics and social movement and

incidents of ragging in educational institution create
indiscipline problems which affect the overall scenario of
higher education.

iv) Problems of educated unemployed

Unemployment is a very crucial problem of the society. This
problem also creates a negative attitude among the youths
towards education and it affects the performance of the students.

Problems related to curriculum and medium of instruction
Curriculum is the dynamic aspect of education system. But
out dated and traditional curriculum does not help the students
to gather knowledge. Medium of instruction is another major
aspect of teaching-learning process. India is a multilingual
country and three languages formula is applied in the teaching-
learning system. But when a teacher provides instruction in a
classroom on a subject in a particular language it creates
problems to other language users to earn knowledge. Moreover,
it is not viable for teachers to use two or more language in
limited time period.

vi) Lack of devoted and trained teacher.

Teachers are the main dynamic aspect of the educational
system. But lack of trained, skilled and devoted teacher create
a big problem in proper functioning of teaching- learning
process as well as quality improvement of educational system.

vii) Problems related to teaching

A teacher generally faces lots of problems during teaching.
These problems are often caused by weak conception,
curriculum, lack of managerial efficiency, low quality of
students, defective school environment, unavailability of
supporting teaching aids etc. The problems are very high in
rural colleges as compared to those of urban areas.

viii) Administrative problems
Proper educational environment always depends on strong,
active and transparent administration. If administration is
autocratic and rigid then it put a bad impact on teacher, student
and other employees of the institution.

ix) Financial problems

Finance is the basic component for development of each
dimension of education. UGC and other funding agencies of
central and state government provide financial grants to the
educational institution. But sometimes this financial grant is
not sufficient to fulfil the needs. Improper implementation of
projects and wrong utilisation of financial aid also degrade the
development of many educational institutions.

x) Inadequate student-teacher ratio
A proper student-teacher ratio is very essential for the improved
teaching learning environment in any educational institution.
But the reality is somehow gloomy. The ratio of enrolled
students and appointed teachers is very high. This imbalance
of teachers and students also hamper the overall performance
of the education system.

xi) Defective examination
Examination is the process of assessing the students’ learning
and quality in a specific period of time. But the traditional
mode of examination does not help the teacher and the authority
in proper evaluation of the student.

5.0. Aims and various dimensions of RUSA

RUSA or Rastriya Uchchatar Siksha Abhiyan or National Higher
Education Mission is a Central Government sponsored scheme launched
to achieve the quality, access and excellence in higher education. It has
focused on State higher education institutions and covered 316 state
public universities and 13024 colleges to improve quality, access and
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To improve access, equity: and quality in higher education
through a holistic approach that can redress all kinds of
inequalities in higher education.

To bring good governance (characterised by reasonable degree
of accountability, transparency, participation, autonomy,
responsiveness, relevance, managerial, flexibility, value
orientation and excellence) in higher education sector of the
country.

To achieve the target of GER (Gross Enrolment Ratio) of 30%
by the year 2020.

To ensure adequate availability of quality faculty in all HEIs
and ensure capacity building at all levels.

To improve equity in higher education by providing adequate
opportunities to socially deprived communities.

To promote inclusion of women, minorities, ST/SC/OBCs and
disabled persons in higher education sector.

To identify and fill up the critical information gaps in higher
education by augmenting and supporting the efforts of the State
Government.

To promote healthy competition amongst State and institutions
concerned with quality, innovation and research.

 To define role of State Government regarding HEIs and facilitate

the creation of State Higher Education Councils (SHECs).

- To reform academic, examination and evaluation procedure and

establish backward and forward linkages between school
education and the job market. '

e N STl Aiaet

RUSA includes some components in its documents to upgrade

the higher education. These dimensions are-

Expansion and Consolidation of Institutions

Research and Innovation Focus

! Affiliation Reforms

Components or

Academic Reforms ‘

dimensions of

Govemnance Reforms

RUSA Faculty Support I

: | Management Information System H Infrastructural up gradation !

Fig .l:Components of RUSA

1) Expansion and consolidation of Institutions

To meet the varied needs, potentials and interest of the new

generation youth RUSA suggest setting up some new institution-
Creation of hew universities and colleges

»

>
>

Model degree colleges (new and through conversion) in each
district which is listed Educationally Backward district and 60
new model colleges will be sanctioned during the 12% plan
period. In India out of the 640 districts 288 districts would be
covered under the new Model College Scheme.

Creation of new Universities (in rural and urban areas as per
need to remove disparities).

Creation of new colleges- general as well as technical and
professional. Grants will be provided for establishing new
professional colleges in each of the 22 states having below the
national average GER in technical education. The number of
colleges for each State will be based on the evaluation of the
proposal submitted by the state. 40 new engineering colleges
would be sanctioned in the current plan period.

Converting existing colleges into Universities.
Converting a cluster of colleges into universities. Cluster
universities aim essentially at addressing the critical gaps in
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the spatial distribution of HEIs across the State. 35 new cluster
universities would be created during the current plan period
and average allocation of Rs.55 corer per university and 65
corer during next plan period.

» Conversion to autonomous colleges
» New school/department/courses
» Centres for excellence.
2. Research, Innovation and guality improvement

RUSA advocates following suggestions for research and
innovation in higher education:-

» Launching new and innovative courses.

> Special allocation for research. During 12" plan period 10
states will receive funds under this category.

» Foreign collaboration through liberal policies to receive the
grants for research.

» Research incentives for students and teachers in form of
scholarships and performance based competitive remuneration
& promotion respectively. '

> Setting up of :-Research Parks, Research universities,

Specialization Oriented Inter-University Centres (IUCs),

Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) cells, Data Bank, Cluster

Innovation Centres, centres of excellence etc.

3. Infrastructural Up-gradation:-

RUSA also give importance on infrastructural up-gradation
by providing grant which can be utilized by the colleges to address
critical needs specially creating or upgrading laboratories, libraries,
hostels, toilets, computer labs, functional classroom, faculty residential
accommodation, LAN in campus etc. 3500 colleges will be given
grant of 2 corer each during 12 plan period.

4., Establishing Management Information System (MIS)
RUSA also provide funds to establish an Integrated Management
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Information System linked with all higher education system. This MIS
programme is most crucial in determining success of RUSA in
achieving the targets of Equity, Quality and Access in the field of
higher education. Proper execution and implementation of plan and
policies help in achieving the targets. Integrated Management
Information System (supported with internet connectivity) will
consolidate interdisciplinary approach of sharing and learning and
also facilitates flow of information online and real time. Another
scheme suggested by RUSA is Management Monitoring Evaluation
and Research (MMER). This scheme is envisaged to provide support
to resource centres and support groups for the effective implementation
of various programmes under RUSA.

5. Faculty support- Recruitment and Capacity Building

The success of an educational institution depends basically
on high quality and quantity of faculty. They are the backbones of the
entire education system. Shortages of faculty, inadequate and poor
student-faculty ratio, administrative burdens on teaching faculty etc.
are some nuisances of present higher education. RUSA document
reflects following components for ensuring adequate faculty support
for higher education.

@ Filling vacant position and creating new faculty position to
maintain student-faculty ratio with increase of enrolment. 5000
such position would be supported during the current plan
period.

® Transparency and objectivity in the selection of faculty and
faculty position to be opened on All India basis.

® Secking participation of faculty in policy decisions.
® Acknowledge and recognizing personal intellectual
contribution of faculty.

® Training for faculty to update them and to develop leadership
skills in them.
6. Academic Reform

Academic reform is very essential for imparting best quality
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of education that is oriented towards creativity, employability and
innovation. To make the higher education more socially relevance
and need based, RUSA focuses on some elements, such as-

® Allocation of academic autonomy to teachers to decide syllabus
and way of teaching.

® Curriculum development through regular curriculum revision
involving all stakeholders.

@ Following learner centric approach, making examination in
the purview of colleges and not universities, continuous
evaluation process to assess, conversion semester system and
choice based credit system (CBCS) for elevating student.

® Liberal use of ‘notice board’, print media, electronic media,
website etc. to declare admission procedures ensuring
transparency and credibility in higher education admission
_procedure.
7. Affiliation Reform
RUSA scheme suggests affiliation system reforms to improve
the quality of higher education institutions and upgrade the present
affiliation system. Some suggestions, made in this regard are-

® Delimit or reduce the number of colleges to be affiliated to ény
university to 100.

- ® Encourage conversion of large autonomous colleges into
affiliating universities. :

® A number of colleges could be encouraged to mergé and create
a large 1nst1tut10n

® Create college Cluster Universities by clustering a minimum of
50 colleges in the area surrounding a city or district giving the
university its own independent estabhshment, degree grantmg
- power and governance.

® Every state should try to formulate'a scientific policy on
affiliation and strict regulation and control on establishment
of new colleges in private sector.
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8. Governance Reforms

Governance is the most powerful determinant of the quality of higher
education system. Governance of higher education is significant in
regulating the perspective of education in the country in two major aspects.
1. Determination of strategic framework, plans, programmes, purposes
and policies of higher education in the country that is, sectoral
governance. Under this, RUSA suggest some sectoral reforms such as-

B Setting up of State Higher Education Council (SHEC) to carry
out the functions of financial control and supervision.

B Redefining the role of State and devolution of responsibilities
to universities in order to make them more accountable.

B Performance linked financial planning and allocation.

B Following a Bottom-UP approach for planning and budgeting

Grants {Central and State share)
RUSA Mission Authority {Grants —DI State Government I—b State Higher Educational
distursement) Council

v
| State Universities and Colleges

Fig.2 Flow of Funds under RUSA

2. Execution of strategies, plan, programmes, purpose and policies
of higher education at institutional level that is, institutional
governance. In this regard, suggestions of RUSA are-

B Reduce the control and bureaucracy in institutions to enable
quick decision making.

W Following a flexible managerial approach coupled with
accountability in context to institutional administration.

B Providing more meaningful academic autonomy, financial
autonomy and administrative or human resource autonomy to
the Universities in order to erihance their flexibility, effectiveness
and competitiveness which lead to quality improvement.

B Establishment of a Board of! Governors as a final approving amhdn'ty on
key matters of the university that is, policy matters including finance
and human resources, and making and reviewing status and ordinances.



B Selection of VC via a transparent, ob]cctlve and compemlve
selection process.

Institutional Structure of RUSA

! l l

National level State level Institutional level
RUSA Mission Authority State Higher Educational Council Board of Govemors
Project Approval Board Project Directorate (In State Government) Project Monitoring Unit

Technical Support Group
Project Directorate

Technical Support Group

6.0. Conclusion

RUSA may be considered as the need of the hour for making
India the ‘Knowledge Power’ in the next decade through conversion
of every student to a developed human resource. RUSA is designed
to transform the over-all environment of higher education. The higher
education sector in rural India needs to be addressed first. If the
different dimensions of RUSA are implemented properly and
continuous monitoring is done by various stakeholders of higher
education sincerely then the objectives of RUSA will certainly be
fulfilled and the higher education sector of the country will be
immensely benefitted. So, it is the time for each higher education
institution of India to get ready for implementation of various
dimensions of RUSA to deliver better liberty, quality and inclusiveness
in Indian higher education system.
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Resource Sharing in College Libraries
through Network Environment: An Analysis

Nijumoni Changmai
Asstt. Librarian,
Sonari College.

1.Introduction:

Librarians, library managers, information officers are very
much familiar with the term cooperation. It means formal or informal
arrangements between libraries within which they can work together
for the common benefit of their users. Libraries can regard themselves
as island, endeavoring to keep all the materials required by their user.
Resource sharing extends the scope of library cooperation to include
certain reciprocity and partnership in which each participant has
something useful to contribute as well as receive from others. In other
word, there is willingness and also the capability to make it available
when required. Allen Kent provide a description of some of the
concepts associated with the resource sharing activity in the following
terms — “Resource sharing in libraries is defined as a mode of operation
where by functions are shared in common by a number of libraries in
its most positive effect. Resource sharing entails to others and in which
every member is willing and able fo make available when needed.
The term resource is used to designate any or all the materials,
functions, services and the expertise of the professional and non
professional staff. Resource implies a thing, a person or an action to
which one turns for aid and help in time of need. Secondly, the term
sharing implies apportioning, allotting or contributing something that
is owned to benefit others. It implies partnership for manual benefit.
Library resource encompasses print and non-print materials as well
as human resources that are eligible to be shared in ways that enhance
the quality of services.” No library or information centre is self
sufficient of its resources. It is not economically or physically possible
for any library to possess all the required materials needed for its
users. To meet the problems like financial crises, huge amount of
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literature published in various formats, resource sharing is the only
mean to control the problem.

1.1 Objectives of Resource Sharing:

The objectives implied in resource sharing activity are very
idealistic in nature. They are mainly aimed at providing convenient
access to information to library users irrespective of the location of
the resources. That is to say that library goes beyond their own
resources to satisfy the user requirements. The main reasons for
resource sharing activity are-

® Reduction in cost

@ Avoidance of unnecessary duplication in information resource
and processing as well as maintenance costs.

® Provision of greater access to information resources to a wider
category of users

® Development of specialized areas of collection building each
member library concentrating on areas of its own concern.

2. Why Resource Sharing is Needed ?:

The word resources in the context of library and information
centre encompass library materials, functions and services. The
materials of a library include documentary and non-documentary types.
The term functions connote acquisition, processing, storing, retrieving,
maintenance etc. Expertise and experience of professional staff are
also considered resources. For effective and efficient and prompt use
and sharing of resources, automation and data communication network
are essential. The level and status of sharing may be various. The
sharing may be all libraries, a group of libraries, or information centers,
libraries belonging to a particular discipline or of particular
geographical area. The local, state, region, national and international

“may be the level of sharing, The resource sharing supports basically
~the smaller libraries getting advantage from the larger libraries, of

course agreements for resource sharing among the libraries of equal
status may be desirable. The resource sharing necessitated keeping in
view of the flowing facts-

(i) Increasing cost of documents

(ii) Tremendous growth of literature

(iii) Declining library budget

(iv) Decrease of operational cost of libraries
(v) Technological solution

(vi) User satisfaction etc.

Resource sharing in network environment is practiced to
achieve various goals such as- '

(i) Computerizecl union database

(i1) Shared digitized information

(ii1) Shared catalogue services

(iv) Minimizing cost and time in reaching destinations
(v) Shared circulation and interlibrary loan services.

2.1 Requirements for Resource Sharing:

Resource sharing can be successful only when some essential
prerequisites are fulfilled. These include agreement in librarian,
administrators, availability of union catalogue, formation of computer
and communication network etc. Here mention some important to
initiate the resource sharing system to make effective and successful.

® Sufficient resource and understanding the concept
® Willingness and agreements to share

® Viable and realistic plan to execute the sharing
@ Computers
®

. Computerized database of bibliographical records of uniform
standards

Technical compatibility

® Computerized union catalogue
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® Trained manpower
® Monitoring and feedback
® Equal effort from all those are concerned to the systems.
3. Objectives & Methodology:
(i) Toknow the sufficient resources and understanding the concept

(i) To know some of the current development in networking taking
place in India.
The methodology applied in the paper is analytical method.

4. Resource Sharing Through Network:

Resource sharing is the focal point of library networking and
cooperation. The tested technological advances in this field have
tremendously increased the ability of retrieving and accessing
information over long distances. Library resource sharing networks
entail consideration of available connections. Several capabilities need
to be exploited. Some of these areas-

(i) Machine- readability: the ability to store information in
magnetic form with data entered once, and used many times in
a variety of requirements. ;

(ii) Retrievability: The ability to select information which has been
arranged in alphabetic sequence; even stored randomly, to make
more relevant the material identified.

(iii)Remote accessing: The ability to disseminate or exchange
information from distant locations based on local and
individualistic requirements.

The above capabilities have resulted in the preparation of
machine readable records (MARC) which could be used centrally or
replicated for use locally or regionally. The ability to exploit database
to respond to individual requirements has been enhanced or facilitated
by retrivability. On the other hand, the establishment of
telecommunication networks which could be accessed over long
distances has helped in remote accessing of bibliographic databases.

Since there is a need to share data about acquisition, holdings,
interlibrary loan request and completed transactions — and to share
this data over distances- the technology of computer and
telecommunication is dominant in the design and operation of resource
sharing system. In a resource sharing network participating libraries
must recognize both the potential and problems that result because of
adoption of technology. Successful cooperation is closely related to
adherence of standards. Standardization is a must in the electronic
environment.

5. Library Network in Indian Context:

In India, it may be pointed out at this stage, that successful
implementation of networking and resource sharing by and large
depends upon the telecommunication facilities available in the country
and the use of modern computer technology for the management of
libraries and information services in the country. Apart from this
condition, other condition such as desire and cooperation among
existing information institution to share their resources for the
maximum benefit of the users of library and information services are
also necessary. The development taking place in India the 7" five year
plan can be viewed a significant change in the policies of the
government of India favoring modernization of libraries and

; information services in the country. This has been eloquently advocated

by the report of the working group. The effort made by NISSAT
(National Information System for Science & Technology) and UGC
(University Grants Commission) have also contributed in a large
measure for the establishment, development and operation of library
resource sharing networks in India. Few instances of indigenous
networks and their performance are —

(i) DELNET (Delhi Library Network):

The limitation of financial resource and space for housing
library collections in the libraries in Delhi led to the promotion of
sharing of resources by automation and networking and establishment
of the in 1988. NISSAT took the initiative in setting up DELNET. It
has emerged as an important resource centre for the libraries in Delhi.

— (B
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Initially, 40 libraries were directly linked to the DELNET host system
through e- mail to promote library mailing, interlibrary request, transfer
of files, exchange of messages, interlibrary services etc. Side by side
with the automation of participating libraries the functions and services

have also started. Presently more than 100 libraries are members of
DELNET.

(ii) CALIBNET (Calcutta Library Network):

The CALIBNET was inaugurated on 21 December 1993.
NISSAT, DSIR (Department of Scientific and Industrial Research)
government of India, took the initiative in setting up CALIBNET.
This has adopted a two way system for networking.

® The networking route with a library automation and networking
through its own application software “Maitrayee” and

® The e-mail route connecting member libraries with on-line
access to various databases within network and internet access.

® CALIBNET established a high- tech resources base and
provides the following services.

® Online /CD- ROM based global information search and
retrieval services ) 1

® Full text document delivery
® Databases services.

(iii) MALIBNET (Madras library Network):

The need for interconnecting libraries and information centers
in Madras was visualized in the INSDOC (Indian National Scientific
Documentation Centers) in1991. Initially six major academic
institutions were directly linked to the MALIBNET host system. Two
important databases have been created utilizing the resources available
in Madras libraries. One is a directory database of current serials in
Madras covering 30 libraries, and the other is contents database
covering articles published in 300 journals available in Madras
libraries. Both these database are continuously updated and also
expanded. They are available for online access to any user and the

EEfa TR [Tl I fraEe)
information is also supplied in disk and hard copy.

(iv) PUNENET (Pune Library Network):

~ Presently 30libraries and 15 professional from Pune city are
accessing the PUNENET through modem. The users not only access
PUNENET data, but also use the e-mail and internet facilities.
Following databases are available on PUNENET for its members.

® Catalogues of holding of all member libraries

® Union catalogue for current periodicals in Pune libraries and
information centers.

Publishers and book sellers database

® Database on international grants and fellowships in the health
science.

@ Patent information
@ Union catalogue of books available in British libraries in India.

(v) INFLIBNET (Information Library Network):

It’s a programme of the University grants Commission was
launched in May 1991. The main aim of INFLIBNET is to establish a
national computer communication network to link libraries and
Information centers in Universities, Colleges, UGC information
centers Institutions of National Importance, R & D Institutions etc.
and thereby improve capability in information handling and services.
It is a programme for academic excellence to be achieved through
establishment of a mechanism for information transfer and access to
support scholarship and academic work. The national center of
INFLIBNET is located in Gujarat University campus at Ahmadabad.
At present, INFLIBNET aims at computeri_zing and networking of
Universities/ College libraries. Every year INFLIBNET programme
is identifying a number of university libraries for automation depending

“on the budget allocation. Th_e selected institutions are given funds for

procuring computer systems, retro conversion and networking.

_ Manpower development is an important part of the INFLIBNET center.

On the other hand, INFLIBNET provide the end users a mechanism

il e okl el
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for sharing and using information resources and for exploiting modern
information technology.

Besides, MYLIBNET (Mysore Library Networks), BONET
(Bombay Library Network) ADINET (Ahmadabad Library Network),
LUCKNET (Luknow Libraries and Information Center Network),
SIRNET (Scientific and Industrial Research Network) also started to
share resources among different institutions based on network of
different kind at different regions of India.

6. Conclusion:

Development of suitable software, standards for various library
operations and communication based services( email, bulletin boards)
designing suitable network architecture and preparation of union
catalogues of serials, books, non-book materials, and cooperation with
other networking organizations like NISSAT, NICNET etc., are other
important activities which helps to resource sharing in libraries.
Important is that, a little effort have been made in India which is not
sufficient for resource sharing trough networking system though it is
very much essential to cater networked information to the users where
more than 70% of the total college are residing in the rural areas. The
concerned authorities and governments should encourage and foster
the requirement of resource sharing in the man making institutions
having the minimum required ingredients for the purpose.
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A Study of the chemicals present in our
daily used products and their effects on
Human health.

Priyanki Sharma
Department of Zoology,
Sonari college

Introduction:

Our day starts with chemicals and ends with chemicals, from
the toothpaste to our food, chemicals are everywhere. Many of them
are unknowingly harming us and posing a serious threat to our
environment. In the least developed countries, one third of death and
disease is a direct result of environmental chemicals. Chemicals are
polluting our soil, water, and air and accumulating in wildlife and
humans. Our environment is a store house of large numbers of
chemicals. Many of these can disturb different physiological systems
of animals as well as human body. Many of these chemicals have
teratogenic effect while some have adverse effect on reproductive
system, endocrine & immune system of the adult body. There are
thousands of sources of these chemicals of which are industrial source,
mining areas, many cosmetics, detergents, plastics etc.The Endocrine
Disrupting Chemicals(EDS) are synthetic as well as naturally occurring
chemical substances in the environment which are disrupting the
normal functions of the endocrine system and its hormones in humans
and wildlife. Studies have linked endocrine disruptors to adverse
biological effects in animals, giving rise to concerns that low-level
exposure might cause similar effects in human beings. Some of the
endocrine disrupting chemicals are BPA,Octylphenol,PCB etc.BPA
is present in reusable food containing plastic, in baby feeding bottles
and from these it can migrate to our food (Biles, J. E, Mc Neal, et
al.,1997). Bisphenoi-A (BPA) has been reported to have some
xenoestrogenic effects on the reproductive system of male animals. It
has been claimed that BPA acts the same manner as female sex

hormone. The rate of leaching of BPA from food and beverage

containers is leading to widespread human exposure. BPA level in
human blood and tissues, including in human foetal blood is higher
than level that cause adverse effects in mice (Vomsaal et al., 2005).
Octylphenol and its related compounds are present in surface waters
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and aquatic sediments (Ahel ef al., 1987, Ahel et al, 1994).They are
the product of the microbial breakdown of alkylphenol
polyethoxylates. These effective nonionic surfactants are widely used
in industrial surfactants, detergents, paints, herbicides, pesticides,
cosmetics and emulsifiers and dispersing agents in household products
(Ahel et al., 1994). Over the years, the FDA banned many of those
chemicals as proven carcinogens (cancer-exacerbating agents).

~ Cosmetics today contain a wide range of harmful chemicals which, if

used in excess, slowly damage our skin and body until it is too late to
mind. . The bread improver potassium bromate is reported to cause
Long-term toxicity and carcinogenicity in human being (Ginocchio
A.V., etal 1979)., potassium bromate, a food additive can cause renal
tumour.( Kurokawa Y et al 1982). Keeping these things in mind, the
present study aims at to acquire knowledge about the harmful effects
of the products being used and to generate awareness amongst the
people to ensure a safe living.

Materials and Methods:

- First of all a survey was made and a list of materials was
prepared, those we use in our day to day life. Chemicals present in
cosmetics, toothpaste, food and water packaging materials like plastics
and also in food preservative and in detergents were listed out.
Different stores were visited and the ingredients present in different
products were noted. Internet was used for gathering information about
their composition. Information was gathered from the earlier work
about the side effects of the chemical products. A questionnaire was
prepared to collect information from the people of my locality and

. my friends.

1 .Do you know the products we are using in our day to day llfe
~ contain many harmful chemicals?
2 Have youever tried to minimize the use of the chemical products?
3. Haye you ever seen the ingredients present in those products
before purchasing?
4. Do you think the main cause of i 1ncrease in disease may be
- these chemicals?
5. Have you ever faced any adverse effeet of the chemicals?
~ 6. Do you know the food we are consummg contain many harmﬁ.ll
i chem1cals‘7
7. Are you aware of the harmfiil effects of these chemicals?
A chart was prepared of those. chemicals and their sources.
Answers of the people were represented in percentage as Yes or No.

Results:

Tablel:List of some chemicals found in our daily used products.(data
collected from various sources like by visiting my friends doors,
from stores where those products are available ,from internet etc)

POTENTIAL CHEMICALS

WHERE THEY ARE FOUND

Industrial chemicals

Bisphenol A

This chemical is used commonly in some food and drink
packaging, water bottles; also applied as lining to metal
food containers and used in some dental sealants.

Phthalates such as
-diethylhexylphthalate (DEHP)

Phthalates have been widely used as plasticizers in many |
products since the 1930s. PVC, vinyl flooring, and ink
used to print on plastic containers.

Polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs) and dioxins (PCDDs)

PCBs were used since 1929 in various electrical
applications. These compounds are very persistent and
continue to cycle in the environment.

Personal care products

Phthalates such as
. diethylhexylphthalate

Phthalates are used in some cosmetics and some
packaging of personal care products.

Surfactants — (Alkyphenols such
as nonylphenol and octylphenol)

Detergents contain compounds called surfactants to
improve cleaning power. They may also be used as
plasticizers and UV stabilizers in plastics.

Parabens

This group of chemicals is commonly used as a
preservative in many cosmetics, including hand lotions
and shampoos.

Paesticides

Pesticides, fungicides and
herbicides (DDT, lindane)

Several chemicals used to control insect pests or weeds
in agriculture, landscaping or home gardening have been
identified as possible or definite endocrine disrupters.

Alkyphenols

Alkyphenols are often used as carrier solutions for

| pesticides.

Chemicals in Toothpaste:

Sodium Fluoride

The main ingredient in toothpaste.

Sodium Lauryl Sulfate (SLS)

Ingredient in personal-care products is added to
toothpastes in order to generate foam,SLS is used in
products such as garage floor cleaners, engine
degreasers and car wash soaps.

Hydrated Silica

Teeth whitening agent found in toothpaste.
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FD&C color dyes

artificial dyes/colorings often found in familiar foothpaste
brands. ;

Triclosan

a chemical used for its antibacterial properties, is an
ingredient found in many detergents and toothpastes

Preservative use in food:

Methylcyclopropene.

This gas is pumped into crates of apples to stop them
from producing ethylene, the natural hormone that rip-
ens fruit. Commonly known as Smart Fresh, this chemi-
cal preserves apples for up to a year and bananas up
fo a month. Sulphur dioxide serves the same purpose
when sprayed on grapes

Table no.2: The answers given by 30 persons are represented in the form of “Yes or No” -

and given in percentage(%)

QUES.NO YES NO
1 70% 30%
2 76% 24%
3 2% 98%
4 90% 10%
5 20% 80%
6 2% 28%
7 75% 25%

Potassium Bromite

Potassium bromate (KBrO3) is an oxidizing agent that
has been used as a food additive, mainly in the bread-
making process.

Benzoic acid/Sodium benzoate

It is most widely used in acidic foods such as salad
dressings (vinegar), carbonated drinks (carbonic acid),
jams and fruit juices (citric acid), pickles (vinegar), and
condiments. It is also used as a preservative in medi-
cines and cosmetics. It is widely used as food preser-
vative, with E number E211.

Chemicals in Hair colours:

Itis the most common ingredient of hair dye. it helps hair

p-phenylenediamine(PPD)} | dye to remain bright through out multiple washing. -

This ingredient is used to produce dyes, also for treat-

Resorcinol - ment of skin diseases like psoriasis and acne, and as
an anti-dandruff agent
It includes Sodium ,Potassium, Ammonium sulfates

Persulfates which are the common ingredient of bleach and hair
dye.

Ammonia A common ingredient of hair dyes.

Hydrogen peroxide Hydrogen peroxide is one of the most common ingre-

dients used in hair coloring and bleaching

e SRS

From the conversation with different people it is clear that
most of my educated friends know about the harmful chemicals present
in different products they use and most of them are trying to minimize
their uses by substituting with natural or organic products. But very
few of them read the composition of those products. Though 80%
people answers that they did not face any adverse effect of them but
it was observed that they were not clear, as for many of their health
problems they can not find out the cause.

Possible effects of these chemicals : :

Data collected from different authors reveals the side effects
of our daily used products. The effects are :1. Vomsaal and his
colleagues(1998) reported that BPA and estrogenic chemicals have
effect on the size of the reproductive organs, daily sperm production
and behaviour. Priyanki Sharma (2013) reported that BPA can decrease
the sperm count of male albino mice. .

2.Triclosan:

Triclosan is a chlorophenol, which is a class of chemicals that
is suspected of causing cancer in humans
3.Phthalates :

Phthalate exposure has been linked to early puberty in girls, a
risk factor for later-life breast cancer. Some phthalates also act as
weak estrogens in cell culture systems.

—— (N



4 Polyvinyl Chloride:

When PVC is made, vinyl chlorlde may be released into the
air or wastewater. It was one of the first chemicals designated as known
human carcinogen and has been linked to increased mortality from
breast cancer and liver cancer among workers involved in its
manufacture. ;

5.Sodium floride :

In children and youth, minimal ingestion of sodlum fluoride
causes salivation, nausea, vomiting, epigastric pain, and diarrhea.
Large doses of the carcinogen may cause paralysis, muscular weakness
and chronic convulsions, followed by respiratory and cardiac failure.

6.Potassium Bromite:, -

This agent is carcinogenic in rats and nephrotoxic in both man
and experimental animals when given orally. It has been demonstrated
that KBrO, induces renal cell tumors, mesothelium of the peritoneum,
and follicular cell tumors of the thyroid. In addition,

7.Sodium Lauryl Sulfate (SLS):

SLS can penetrate and be retained in the eye, brain, heart, and
liver with potentially harmful long-term effects. Also found in most
shampoos including “no tears” baby shampoos, SLS can keep
children’s eyes from developing properly, can cause cataracts in adults,
can retard healing, and can impair hair growth.

8.Triclosan:
Triclosanis a chlorophenol which is a class of chemicals that
is suspected of causing cancer in humans.

9. Hydrated Silica:
They also may do harm to dental health by altering the acidic
balance of the mouth, gums and tongue.

10.Sodium benzoate:

This carcinogen is believed to cause cell death, damage to the
mitochondria in cells, DNA damage, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD) or leukemia. Studies have also indicated that foods

ot e e
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that contain both artificial coloring and sodium benzoate may cause
children to exhibit hyperactivity.

11.Resorcinol:

Studies showed that high doses of resorcinol can disrupt
thyroid hormone synthesis and cause changes in the thyroid gland
that is consistent with goiter—thyroid enlargement. This condition
causes difficulties in regulating metabolism, which can result in weight
gain, malnutrition, and immune system dysfunction.

Ammonia:

It can cause long term health damages its exposure may cause health
problems like irritation and burning sensation of eyes, throat, nose and can
severe coughing. It may cause permanent damage of cornea and lung.

13.Hydrogen peroxide:

Eye exposure to hydrogen peroxide may result in redness and
stinging, More concentrated solution may result in ulceration or
perforation of the cornea. Permanent eye injury, including blindness,
can result. Skin contact can cause irritation and temporary bleaching
of the skin and hair. Contact with concentrated solutions may cause
severe skin burns with blisters and ulcers.

PPD: :
Reaction caused by the use of hair dye in mild cases usually
only involves dermatitis to the upper eyelids or the rims of the ears. In
more severe cases, there may be marked reddening and swelling of
the scalp and the face. The eyelids may completely close and the
allergic contact dermatitis reaction may become widespread. Severe
allergy to PPD can result in contact urticaria and rarely, anaphylaxis.
People working with PPD such as hairdressers and film developers
may develop dermatitis.on thelr hands 6 1

Tt ' may cause headache, nausea, vomiting, confusion, and
tremors'.-'C-l_']rfenﬂy, there is much debate as to whether DDT can increase
a woman’s chance of breast cancer. Apparently, some researchers are
saying that DDT (and some of its related forms) is an estrogen mimic.
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Discussion:

The average women expose their skins to over 100 make-up
and beautification products. Dangerous chemicals like sodium
sulphates, phthalates, parabens, triclosan and various reactive
acids present in most popular cosmetic products today are absorbed
by the skin into the bloodstream and lead to numerous lingering side
effects, some of which are known to have serious repercussions for
the user’s general health. The following are the effects of using
cosmetics:1.It may increase the chance of getting cancer.2.Breathing
disorder3.May cause damage to our reproductive systemd. Allergic
Reactions. 5. Itching and Skin Disorders6. Skin Discoloration.7.
Potential Eye Infections.8. HeadachesTriclosan, parabens and other
damaging chemicals in skincare products and perfumes disrupt and

lead to hormonal imbalance.In all our products, we should be beware

of and look for the following chemicals: parabens, sodium sulphates,
phthalates, sodium benzoate, triclosan, methylisothiazolinone,
, salicylates, butlene glycol, tartrazine, nickel sulphate, potassium
bromate, aluminum, nitrosamines, , propylene glycol, oxybenzone,
etc. Many name-brand toothpastes and mouthwashes. contain
potentially harmful ingredients, which are made up of very small
molecules that may penetrate through the tissue of our mouth, enter
the blood stream, and build up in the liver, kidneys, heart, lungs, and
tissues. Experiments aimed at elucidating the mode of carcinogenic
agtion have revealed that KBrO3 is a complete carcinogen, possessing
both initiating and promoting activities for rat renal
tumorigenesis. Y.Kurokawa et al(1990).People should always read the
label of the products to know their composition. Unknowingly, people
are exposing their infants to BPA by using plastic milk feeding bottles.
-Fortunately, advances in organic research have enabled contemporary
and advanced formulae of organic and natural compounds to minimize
the need for chemical products but still can not eliminate their
uses. Therefore ,we should go for natural more often than synthetic or
artificial. We should switch over to natural remedies like preparing
pastes from fruits, vegetables, medicinal herbs, eating healthy and
drinking plenty of water. Get your body products, make-up and

cIIelifE sl Errele S araad A
£ el f ! ! 4 I =l

cosmetics natural and organic, free from the harmful chemicals
explained. All these products are synthetic and not natural. One should
stay away from most of these big corporation brands.
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- Exploring the Origins and Causes of Witch-
Hunting in India: A Study of the Adivasi

community.
Lindy Goodwin
Assistant Professor
Department of History,

Sonari College

Of the many social evils and prejudices prevalent in India
witch hunting is.one of the most serious. Witch-hunting is an age old
practice which is prevalent mostly amongst the tribal communities in
India especially amongst the Adivasis. The practice of witch- hunting
is however not specific to India alone. Many historical instances prove
that the practice was legally sanctioned as in the Middle Ages in Europe
and other parts of the world. Witch hunting can be defined as the hunt
for a person or persons who have been condemned as witches or
practisers of black magic to cause harm to a particular person or the
community as a whole. A witch-hunt is a search or persecution for
witches or evidence of witchcraft, often involving moral panic, mass

hysteria and lynching. The seriousness of witch hunting as a crime -

lies in the fact that it a pre-planned, cold blooded murder which
involves a large a number of people. Not only are there numerous
perpetrators of the crime, the victims are also often more than one,
many times including whole families. The origins of the witch-hunting
‘cannot be ascertained. The Salem witch hunts which took place in
‘Europe and those in Latin America have been ascribed to the
‘publication and circulation of the Bible which may have popularised

the idea of witch craft and the necessity of putting an end to'it.! Belief

_of tribal communities in herbal medicines and magic and incantations

- for curing disease and solving other problems also can be stated as'a

cause for beliefin witcheraft and consequently the hunting of witches.
...« In India in the Adivasi community a witch is identified by
different techniques. The persen.in whose family someone dies, or

whose cattle or crops have perished, employs an ojha or a witch doctor
to find the witch. According to the power hierarchy among tribals in
these villages, there are three leaders—a political leader called munda,
areligious leader called devri and an ojha. An ojha learns and uses his
powers to counter the powers of the daayan. Witches are supposed to
be practitioners of black magic, learnt through mantras (spells) and
songs, while what an ojha does is white magic. Witch hunting usually
follows a death or an epidemic in the village. And as soon as it is
believed that a disease has been caused due to the witches, people
start offering prayers to undo what they think is a spell. Brain malaria,
TB (tuberculosis), diarrhoea, malnutrition and anaemia are very
common in the villages here. Whenever someone dies because of an
illness or lack of healthcare centres or can’t reach the hospital because
of the distance or bad roads, someone somewhere is branded as a
witch and held responsible for the death,” says Bir Singh Sinku, a
social activist from voluntary organization JOHAR in Chaibasa,
Jharkhand S

Witch- hunting is a practice performed generally against
women folk though cases involving men have also been frequently
noticed. It is one of the worst forms of violence and oppression against
women. In India, labelling a woman as a witch is a common ploy to
grab land, settle scores or even to punish her for turning down sexual
advances. In a majority of the cases, it is difficult for the accused
woman to reach out for help and she is forced to either abandon her
home and family or driven to commit suicide. Most cases are not
documented because it is difficult for poor and illiterate women to
travel from isolated regions to file police reports. Less than two percent
of those accused of witch-hunting are actually convicted. A 2010
estimate places the number of women killed as witches in India at
between 150 and 200 per year, or a total of 2,500 in the period of
1995 to 2009. The lynchings are particularly common in the
poor northern states of Jharkhand, Bihar and the central state
of Chhattisgarh. Witch hunts are also taking place among the tea garden
workers in Jalpaiguri, West Bengal India as well as in our own state,
Assam. The Santhal theory of the origin of witcheraft attributes gender
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tensions as the reason for witch hunting. Kharia women were excluded
from religious festivities and rituals because the tribals feared that
menstrual blood attracted evil spirits. But witch hunting is not just
the result of such superstition. Family disputes over property, land
rights of women, and village-level and gender conflicts are some of
the other reasons for witch hunts in India, historians say. “These are
women who are unsupported, either because they are single or widows.
It is primarily connected to land. It happens with women who are
economically well-off or self-sustaining,” says Govind Kelkar, co-
author of Gender Relations in Forest Societies in Asia and a former
senior consultant with UN’s Women Organisation.

In Assam as in other parts of India witch hunting is primarily
practiced by the Adivasis community which is comprised mostly of
labourers of the tea gardens and as such are also known as tea- tribes.
These include the Santhals, Mundas, Oraons, Kharias etc. Apart from
the Adivasis witch hunting is rampant amongst the Bodos as well.
Certain causes for the practice of witch hunting can be found to be
common amongst the Adivasi community be it in Assam or the rest of
India. Witch Hunting amongst the Adivasis stems strongly from the
patriarchal basis of society and the need for establishing domination
over women. There are various patriarchal practices against women
prevalent amongst the various sub- tribes of the Adivasis such as
restrictions imposed against women during pregnancy, menstruation
etc. However such a conclusion may not be true in the face of attacks
on men as well. Witch hunting may be ascribed to a number of causes
amongst which the strong superstitious beliefs of the people which
are inherent in their culture is a main reason, beliefs in ghosts, evil
and good spirits and black magic is strong amongst them. Poverty
serves as an important cause of witch-hunting also. Many observers
have noted that poverty and violence go hand in hand. There is a
strong negative relationship between economic growth and crime
across countries, as well as across districts in India.? However, it is
difficult to definitively disentangle this income shock theory from
alternative socio-cultural explanations.® One variant of the income
shock theory is the extreme scarcity theory, in which households near
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subsistence consumption levels kill, expel, or starve relatively
unproductive elderly household members to safeguard the nutritional
status of other members.* Related to this is the property cause which
has been championed by many scholars as a root cause for branding
women and men as witches. It is largely due to property reasons that
old women mainly widows are made victims of this social evil.
According to the former vice-chancellor of Ranchi University, Dr.
Ram Dayal Munda, there is an economics to witch-hunting, which is
related to the destruction of the traditional land rights of Adivasi
women.’. Witch-hunting reflects the immediate economic objective
of taking away of widow’s rights to the land in favour of the husband’s
male relatives. Among the Santhals, where widows have a relatively
stronger transition of rights on land, witches are exclusively women,
whereas among Munda, Oraon and Ho it can be both men and women.
Whenever landlords or family members (men) or just men from the
community want to usurp the land especially of widows who have
got land rights in the tribal communities they are branded as witches
by the ‘ojhas’ ( witch doctors known under different names in different
areas like bhagats, guruvus etc).’ Lack of health facilities is another
reason. Due to dearth of health centres and doctors in the hospitals
and because of some of their own traditional beliefs people are forced
or often prefer to consult the village medicine man. The health centres
and sub-centres are 5 to 10 kilometres away from the villages, the
ANMs and health workers are absent so the Adivasis approach Baidhs
(traditional village physicians) or Ojhas (spirit healer) for medical
treatment. The ojhas dont just act according to superstitions but are
often supported by vested interests — economic, political and social.
Due to traditions and lack of any scientific knowledge about the cause
of illness the people easily believe him when he points to some helpless
widow. Both women and men, acquire the knowledge of shamanic
treatment of diseases. This knowledge can be acquired through spiritual
transference into a new body, usually done at the deathbed of a senior
shaman (grandmother or grandfather), to a member within the family.
In either case, women'’s role in spiritual life, associated with knowledge
of forests, places her in a position of relative power within the




household and the community.” Indra Munshi’s interviews with the
Warlis in India suggest that many women have a fair knowledge of
medicinal properties of trees, roots, herbs and medicinal plants, useful
for reproductive health of women, men and children.® It has been

said that the process of witch- hunting is an attempt to professionalize

the ancient system of healing and medicine by taking it from the hands
of the women. '

The problem of witch hunting can be solved only by creating
awareness amongst the people by spread of education and holding of
awareness camps by the government as well as NGO’s. A project on
the practices of Witch hunting amongst the Adivasis in the tea gardens
of Upper Assam is being carried out to shed further light on the
problem. It is hoped that the findings of the study will produce concrete
remedies in order to help combat this practice which is detrimental
not only to the Adivasi community but to the society as a whole.
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Elder Abuse and Violation of Women Human
rights in Assam: A Conceptual Framework
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Introduction:

‘Women are an integral part in every society. It can be said that

without women it becomes impossible to think of a complete society.
They play a vital role in the society. The future of the children depends,
by and large, upon the mothers. But this section of the society has become
marginalized in every spheres of life. They have been abused, deprived,
dominated and exploited in every way. Like that ageing women have
also been abused from their relatives, caretakers and the nearest and
the dearest one. Some scholars write up it as a domestic violence against
ageing women. From that perspective it can be said that Elder Abuse is
a social problems which spread in our society.

Objectives:
The main objectives are

1. To study the issues of violation of women Rights in Assam.

2. To find out the various types of abuse.

3. To create awareness about abuse among the common people
in the society.

Methodology:

The study mainly based on observation method with the
application of the secondary sources. Secondary data are collected
from the relevant books, journals, magazines, documents and local
dailies.

‘Discussion:

Elder Abuse is a single or repeated act, or lack of appropriate

action occurring within any relationship where there is an expectation
of trust, which causes harm or distress to an older person. Now a day,
the abuse of elders by their caretakers is a worldwide issue. In 2002,
the World Health Organization brought international attention to the
issue of elder abuse. In 2006, the International Network for Prevention
of Elder Abuse (INPEA) designated June 15" as World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day and numbers of events are held across the globe on
this day to raise awareness in the society about the elder abuse.
Abusive behavior can take various forms e.g. physical, psychological,
sexual, financial abuse and neglect (WHO, 2002).

Physical Abuse:

~ This type of abuse carried out the physical pain or injury to a
older women. Examples are- pushed, grabbed, slapped, hit, hit by a
thrown object, admmlstermg too much tranquilizing. (WHO 2002)

Psychological/ Emotional/ Verbal Abuse:

This form of abuse includes all actions like mental pain,
anguish or distress through verbal or non verbal acts. Examples are
the use of abusive language, oppression, manipulation, bullying,
blackmail, shouting, threats and isolation of the older person. (WHO,
2002)

Sexual Abuse: )
Sexual Abuse refers all kind of sexual actions like unwanted

- intimacy, touching in a sexual way, rape and the sexually slanted

approaches.

Financial/ Material Abuse:
This type of abuse describes all actions of illegal or improper
use of an elder’s funds, property or assets. (WHO, 2002)

Neglect:

Neglect deals with the refusal or failure by those responsible
to provide essential daily living assistance and support such as food,
shelter, health care or protection for an older women.

In practical field, it is seen that ageing women face this problem
more than the male counterpart, because women are mainly dependent
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upon their husband, children, caretakers and any other persons. They
are going to be week in that older age. So, these abusers used their
actions against the older women e.g. physical, mental, psychological,
sexual and financial etc. In this way they violate the rights of the
older women. The older women face all types of abuses from their
partners, relatives etc. It is too hard to live for them. In fact, women’s
subordination throughout the world should be recognized as a human
rights violation. Women rights require the elimination of all forms of
discrimination and achievement of equality for all women.

Human Rights and Women : :

The human rights of women are judged in the type of the
society we envision. We envision a society where we can act on our
own behalf with dignity and freedom, recognition that we have both
the rights and obligations to develop our full potential and support
the development of others. The need of the hour is not only to accept
women’s right of equality as natural and human but also to be protected
by state and international organizations. In fact women’s subordination
throughout the world should be recognized as a human rights violation
and with due account to those structures of oppression that intersect
and compound such subordination. Full realization of women’s human
rights requires the elimination of all forms of discrimination and the
achievements of equality for all women.

Targeted legislation and other interventions (education,
employment etc.) are necessary to overcome the legal and social
barriers based on gender equality. Woman could play an important
role in the development process; the need of improving the status of
women was felt accordingly. The general assembly proclaimed 1975
as international women’s year. The first conference was held at Mexico
City where three themes - equality, development, and peace. The Indian
constitution also lays down some provisions for the enforcement of
the fundamental rights guaranteed by the constitutions. The National
Human Rights Commission and State Human Rights Commission,
National Commission for Women and State Commission for Women
and a number of voluntary organizations are working for the protection
of human rights against all forms of discrimination at the national
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and state level.
Violence Against Women:

The physical and mental violence, so call domestic violence,
women experience, and their need to gain respect within their own
family and society have been obscured in other politicized issues.
Emotional and physical torture of women within their family by this
issue is increasing day by day. When men became passive and moody,
women took outside informal work to feed their families. When
women exposed themselves for feeding their families they became
independent and self reliant. It has a great negative impact on women.

Despite the increased labour input into paid work, women
either continued to bear the main burden of domestic work, or share it
with other female members of the household, often their daughters.
Assam is known for its food self sufficiency and its natural resources.

- Wood gathering, livestock and animal husbandry, handicrafts, hand

looms, fishing and agricultural activities such as sowing, weeding, -
transplanting, harvesting and post harvesting activities like thrashing,
husking, grinding etc, were undertaken by our rural women. With the
commercialization of agriculture, women’s job is taken up by men
and mechanization has displaced a large segment of agricultural work.
In this context of up gradation of agricultural development tools
women were also neglected. It proves that status of women in our
society is also one of the key factors for the violence against women.

Conclusion :

Now a days, one of the prime issue in our society is elder
abuse. It is seen that people are not properly aware about this. On the
other hand, it has been happened within the family. Lack of awareness,
lack of knowledge and secrecy also help to spread this problem. It is
true that it violates the human rights of the elder women. So, when
violations against women are not recognized as human rights abuses,
women are collectively diminished as human beings and denied part
of their humanity. Human rights are not a gift granted at the pleasure
of govemlhcnts nor can they be withheld by governments, or applied
to some people and not to others. When governments act like this and
deny human rights to a group of people in society, they must be held
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accountable. But governments are not the only one’s responsible for
human rights abuses against women. Corporation, NGOs, private
individuals etc should 'als_o be held accountable. At last, it can be said
that mutual cooperation and mutual understanding between the
governments and the common people could solve the problem.
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