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Perhaps Woman is the most beautiful creation in this world
that almighty God has ever been created. We cannot imagine a world
without woman. A world without women will be a river without wa-
ter, garden without flower. In other words, woman is the root of hu-
man civilization. Woman keeps responsibility of creation and preser-
vation.

Indian tradition gives highest honour to woman. Goddess
Durga is the symbol of inherent power of woman. As human beings
man and woman are equal. So, like man, woman can achieve the goals
of progress and development. Woman is not inferior to man. The
mental and physical strength of woman do not keep her on backfoot.

. But in the male dominated society sometimes women are sup-
posed to be weak, helpless and inferior to men. The history of civili-

zation shows that women are kept under the control of man in the

past. They were not allowed to go anywhere freely or they were not
independent. According to Monu, women in childhood should be under
the control of father, in youth under her husband and in old age she
should be under the control of her son.



In present society, the concept about woman has been changed.
Feminists have fought for the freedom and rights of women in the
society. As a result several laws regarding rights of woman came into
force and 8" March is declared to be celebrated as Women’s day. It is
a good sign of a real human civilization.

In spite of the laws for protection of women’s rights a number
of women are becoming the victims of violence, corruption and domi-
nance of man. Ignorance and superstition are the vital causes of vio-
lence against women. Lack of moral education and psychological
disorder are the causes of rape and trafficking cases. Some people
complain against the ultra modern dress of women which creates
unwanted situation of violence against female persons. In dowry
cases woman seem to become violent against women like herself.

It is to be mentioned that we should try to stop violence, cor-
ruption and dominance against women. Man should try to understand
that women are also human beings like himself and they should be
honoured for they are equal to man. On the other hand, Woman should
realize their own inherent power and try to come out of the domi-
nance of men. A mother can stop her family, her son from dowry
demand etc. A sister can stop her brothers from violence against women
like herself. : ; : :

Governments should take steps towards protection of women
rights. Moreover, Mass media should help in creating civilized social
atmosphere by indulging honour to woman. It is to be noted that we
cannot educate the whole society in a day and change the world in a
moment. If needs, continuous effort of both men and women are es-
sential to make the world a better living place.

At last I convey my best wishes to Dr. Anita Konwar and Lucky
Chetia. Joint Secretary, Women Cell for publishing Uttaran, the Jour-
nal of Women Cell, Sonari College. Hope that this step will be a be-
ginning for such academic activities in future.

Dr. Bimal Chandra Gogoi
~ Principal
Sonari College -

= PREFACET

“No one can make
You feel inferior without
Your consent”

Eleanor Roosevelt

This famous quote definitely speaks about the status of women
in the society. But, sometimes it becomes more difficult to under-
stand the position of women in our own society. If we go back to the
past, we have seen that in ancient E&P. women enjoyed a comfort-
able position m:&:m._wrm Vedic period. They enjoyed religious status
like that of men, appointed in important positions and the most inter-
esting thing is that marriage was not compulsory for the women and
it was just considered as a social and religious duty. The Rig Veda

~ provides such types of evidence to prove the concept of equality of

women with men as regards access and capacity to acquire the high-
est knowledge, even the knowledge of the Vedas was consideredto be
absolute in that period.After Vedic and epic periods, the status of
womendeteriorated continuously. Women were not considered equal
to men and did not enjoy the same rights and privileges as men. Knowl-
edge of the Vedas became limited among the women and they re-
mained only the silent partners of religious ceremonies. Manu de-



clared that women had no right to study the Vedas. Infant marriages
and polygamy were also prevalent during that period. Both Buddhism
and Jainism were at first played same role against the women but
later women were admitted to Buddhism and Jainism.

In medieval period, women remained subordinate to men and
their place was largely regarded as being in the home. In short, the
role of women was conceived to be one of subservience to her hus-
band, the masters and the ruler of the family. In 15® century, the Bhakti
movement played a significant role in the Indian society. And it led to
the considerable improvement on the status of women. It is also men-
tionable that our history recorded instances of outstanding women
like Gargi, Moitreyi, Rani Rudrama Devi, Sultana Razia, Lakshmi
Bai, Mirabai, Ahalyabai, NurJahan, Chand Bibi and Tarabaietc who
were prominent in the field of art, literature, philosophy, administra-
tion and even warfare. The other great Indian women were Jahanara
Begum- the partisan of Dara,Shikoh Roshan Ara- the partisan of
Aurangzab, Zeb-Un-Nisa- the daughter of Aurangzeb and JijaBai- the
mother of Shivaji etc. Fact is that all these women belonged to the
royal and aristocratic families of society and hence were free from
conditions of social disabilities and subjection in which the common
women lived. Despite such outstanding instances, the condition of
the common women remained same. They were generally excluded
from succession to property and this led to their dependence on men.
In the middle of 18" century, social evils increased tremendously.
Though women were generally subject to the will of their masters,
there were instances of active women participants in political affairs.
Andin the latter half of the 18 century, the status of Indian women
was completely beyond imagination in a civilised society. Ideologi-
cally, women were considered as an inferior species, having no sig-
nificance, no personality. Socially they were kept in complete subjec-
tion, denied all rights and were suppressed and oppressed on having
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But after the arrival and close contact with the British, a no-
ticeable change had taken place in the Indian society. In Bengal, the
Brahmo Samaj movement made rapid progress, arousing a new de-
sire and aspiration among the women for freedom. A few women over-
came their social handicaps and achieved positions of distinction. They
were Toru Datta, Ramabai, Swarana Kumari Devi and Kamini Roy.
These attempts notwithstanding, women did not get the benefit of
western education. Women of upper classes suffered from the custom
of enforced widowhood and a ban on divorce. Among the lower classes
the practice of “Devdasi” was in vogue. This era remained a turning
point for the Indian women. Some promising beginnings were also
made. From about 1878, university studies particularly medicine be-
gan to attract Indian women and around 1888, some women went
across the seas even to America to seek new knowledge. In 1892, the
first Indian woman took her Civil Law degree in England. The ban on

- Women practising law was removed in 1920 in England. Among the

first batch of women to be called to the London Bar was an Indian
Woman. : _

Women also participated in India’s freedom struggle against
the British. When Mahatma Gandhi launched the non-cooperation,
he directly appealed to the women to join the movement. This partici-
pation of women in the national struggle loosened the social bondage
in which they were held. Their equal participation with man in the
struggle led to the breakdown of traditional conceptions and brought
about a profound change in the attitude of women. In the early part of
20™ century, a number of women’s organisations grown up. The
Women Indian Association was founded by Mrs. Annie Besant in 191 7
with the aim of promoting women’s education. The Federation of Uni-
versity Women was formed in 1920 with the demand of women sta-
tus. The National Council of Women was formed in 1925 to federate
the provincial women’s Council and other women’s organisations.
The first All India Women’s Education and Social Congress was held
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Brahmo Samaj and the Theosophical Society gave added impetus to
this awakening. Government of India Act 1935 also carried some
opportunities for the Indian women in the political field. As a result
of 1935 act, provincial autonomy came into effect and many women
became ministers in Congress Government. On the other hand, many

women took to studying economics, sociology, science, mathematics

ctc. Purdah almost became a thing of past. In the political and social
fields, men and women started working side by side. In 1914, An All
India Muslim Ladies Conference was organised. And this organisation
passed a resolution suggesting a number of social reforms in the year
of 1924 among the Muslim Women. It became a remarkable improve-
ment for the Muslim Women.

Just after Independence, Indian women were able to hold the
position of Governors, Cabinet Ministers and Ambassadors. And the
Government of India also took several measures to assign the equal
status of women in the field of political, economic and social. More

and more avenues were opened to them to show their talents and have

a sense of participation in national activities. Importantly, Constitu-
tion of India pledges equality of status and opportunity to both men
and women. Several acts were also passed by the parliament for the
emancipation of women legally, politically and socially. At last, we

can conclude thatbeing the people of an Independent county, we should

always obey the constitution of our country. So, some Constitutional
provisions like the equal rights for all, irrespective of caste, creed and
sex and the article 15, which assures that the State shall not discrimi-
nate against any citizen on grounds of sex always reminds usof our
equality in the society.

Dr. Anita Konwar
Lucky Chetia
Editors, Uttaran
Sonari College
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Analyzing the Position of Women in
the Agricultural Society of Assam: A

Study from the Historical Perspective.

Lindy Goodwin
Assistant Professors, Department of History

_ I

In the history of civilisation, settled agriculture has been con-
sidered to be a milestone. In the development of all civilisations the
transition from a sedentary lifestyle to settled agriculture is regarded
as a phase signifying the beginning of civilised life, development of
economy and political institutions, growth of towns and cities and
division of labour etc. India has been an agricultural economy since
the remote past. Most of its states are dependant on agriculture and its
allied activities as the main source of livelihood. Assam is one of the
important states of India with agriculture as its mainstay. Even though
the state has been making rapid progress in trade, commerce and in-
dustry however its economy continues to be a largely rural economy
dependant on agriculture. Agriculture not only provides the state and
its people with the major part of their income, like in all agricultural
societies it also influences and defines the society and culture to a
large extent. It may be noticed that apart from the obvious influences
like daily activities and food habits, agriculture also influences the
religious beliefs and practices, social norms, festivals, folklore and
customary laws. Women make essential contributions to the agricul-
tural and rural economies in all developing countries. Their roles vary
considerably between and within regions and are changing rapidlv in



many parts of the world, where economic and social forces are trans-
forming the agricultural sector. Rural women often manage complex

households and pursue multiple livelihood strategies. Their activities -

typically include producing agricultural crops, tending animals, pro-
cessing and preparing food, working for wages in agricultural or other
rural enterprises, collecting fuel and water, engaging in trade and
marketing, caring for family members and maintaining their homes.
Many of these activities are not defined as “economically active em-
ployment” in national accounts but they are essential to the well-be-
ing of rural households.' S

It must be remembered that Assam is a state comprised of
numerous tribes. Tribal society was largely egalitarian in nature. The
liberal nature of society and equal participation of women in economy
ensured a high status to women in Assam in the past in comparison to
her counterparts in other places of India. Settled agriculture had a
great impact on the detribalisation of the people as did the introduc-
tion of institutionalised religion. As a result of settled agriculture the
gradual development of the idea of private land ownership and the
imposition of the feudalistic base of agriculture paved the way for
spread of institutionalised religion. This directly affected the tribal
economy and society making it more conservative and hence allow-
ing for infiltration of certain restrictions on women which were till

then unknown in Assam. This értire process Smm,mﬁ gradual. It be-
gan in the later part of the ancient period, .__mwa_im_m strengthened dur-
ing the medieval period in the rule of the Ahoms. The Paik system
introduced by Sukapha (1228-1268) _mbm__ﬁma%mm&mam by Momai
Tamuli Barbaruah in‘the days of Pratap Singha (1603-1641) further
contributed to relegation of women from the sphere of agriculture
and served to diminish their status. In any agricultural economy it
may be noted that women play an important role. They are involved
in almost every phase of cultivation. Yet it is noticed that it in agricul-

tural societies that the status of women is especially low. In Assam

too like any other agricultural society, women’s contribution to the :

economy is not recognised and she is mostly confined to her duties in
the household for which she gets no acknowledgement. It is ironical
that it is from agriculture and land that the worship of the Mother

goddess has been derived. Women have always been considered to
symbolise fertility and the cult of creation. Assam is one of the most
important centres of mother goddess worship and yet women are rel-
egated to a secondary position in society. Through this paper a study
of women’s contribution to agriculture, the various factors contribut-
ing to her diminishing status in agricultural society and the process
through which this deterioration was brought about will be carried
out. Though the paper addresses a topic of historical relevance how-
ever a relation has been brought about with the modern day context
by analysing the impact of modernisation of agriculture on the status
of women. Tentative suggestions to improve women’s status in agri-
cultural society will also be put forward in the course of the paper.
The paper aims to study the following aspects- The position of women
in agricultural society since the past and how it has changed with
time, the main causes for diminishing status of women in agricultural
societies and suggestions for improving the status of women in agri-
cultural society.
I :

Assam is a state largely based on agriculture. An agricultural
economy does not imply cultivation alone, but also includes other
minor allied activities like animal farming, silk worm rearing, spin-
ning and weaving etc. The process of cultivation and production of
crops itself is a lengthy and difficult process which requires much
hard work. The entire process can be divided into various stages based
on the growth of crops and work required. In every agricultural soci-
=ty women have an important role, be it her contribution to the pro-
~ess of cultivation or her responsibility towards the household. Assam
has a largely rural agrarian economy, which is characterized by high
rate of work participation of women. Though Female Work Participa-
tion Rates (FWPR) is high, as it is subsistence farming, women do
not benefit economically, though they share a disproportionate share
of the work burden.”

Assam is a land inhabited by numerous tribes like the Boros,
Khasis, Chutiyas, Kacharis and Ahoms etc. Since the remote past these
tribes depended on the land for subsistence. They practiced agricul-
ture in one form or the other. Before the settled wet rice cultivation



pervaded Assam with the coming of the Ahoms, the tribes used to
practice shifting or Jhum cultivation. The transition from Jhum culti-
vation to settled agriculture also influenced women’s status in its own
way. The tradition of most shifting cultivation tribes has been for the
man to select the plot and after it for the woman to take charge of it, It
made the division of work in Jhum more gender friendly than in settled
cultivation. Jhum fields require proportionately more work and a big-
ger cooperative effort than settled agriculture does.? In settled agri-
culture on the other hand women mostly are occupied in activities
like sowing, transplantation, weeding and harvesting. Even though
these activities too entail hard work but however loose significance
when compared to men’s work which is mostly comprised of the physi-
cally laborious task of preparing the field and ploughing. The matri-
archal structure of society which was formed in those days continues
to exist in the present, however women no longer have the decision
making capacity they used to have in the past nor do they possess any
substantial land rights. Most tribal traditions were community-based
and assigned a relatively high status to women without making them

- equal to men. On the other side, modern land laws are individual-
based and ownership is by and large by men.* The customary laws of
the tribes which used to ensure that women’s rights to land were se-
cured also have been considerably modified with time and no longer
protect the rights of women.

Itis believed that women have enjoyed a much better position
in the north-east of India and in Assam compared with other states.
This observation was undoubtedly true till a certain point of time.
Women in tribal societies have a greater influence than most other
women do. The combination of rights and restrictions makes their
status better than that of women elsewhere. Asign of it is the division
of labour and other family matters that are controlled by women. They
decide what to grow and how to use the produce. But this apparent
social emancipation does not make them equal to men. This close
link between their hold over the family livelihood and their role in
agriculture makes land basic to their status. However, today agricul-
ture and forests do. not cater to the needs of many of them. Land is
today bought and sold as a commodity and is not treated as liveli-

hood. At times outsiders take control of it. That affects women’s con-
trol over their livelihood. The women’s relatively high status and tribal
identity are linked to land. Change in its use through alienation, de-
forestation and commercialisation thus affects them negatively since
by and large men control the new technology and marketing systems.
With it women run the risk of losing their traditional control over
their livelihood, strengthening the patriarchal ethos, weakening their
equity based culture and becoming only housewives.” However on
considering present day society and comparing it can be observed
that women’s status in agricultural society of Assam has undergone a
serious deterioration. Women have lost the freedom of movement they
possessed in the past. Moreover their contribution to economy has
been much decreased. Even though they continue to give their unre-
lenting duty towards the household but their limited role in finances
have led to them being relegated to a secondary position in the house-
hold. _

When analysing the causes for declining status of women in
agricultural society through a historical perspective it is seen that no
doubt patriarchal basis of society influences the position of women.
However apart from patriarchy the two main causes which can be
discerned are - institutionalisation of religion and privatization of
property.

Since the past in India, especially in Assam much reverence
was put on the Mother Goddess. Assam was and still is the centre of
worship of goddesses like Kamakhya, Tamreshwari ete. This is be-
cause the goddess is a symbol of fertility and production. And agri-
culture is based on these two concepts. This respect towards the mother
goddess was reflected in each household by the respect shown to-
wards women and her subsequent high status. Moreover in a prima-
rily agricultural society women are tied up with religion more closely.
From ancient times in India women have been associated with the
cult of creation and have been revered accordingly. This is because in
agricultural and other backward rural societies religion forms the only
available mode of articulation. ¢ In tribal agricultural society, the wor-
ship and belief in the supreme goddess was to the extent that their
society as well became based on matrilineal and matriarchal systems.



With the establishment of institutionalised Hinduism in Assam since
the ancient and medieval times, religion came to be influenced by the
strict Varnashram rules and was controlled by the Brahmin priests.
Hindu religion which was largely based on the code put forward by
Manu in the Manusamhita did not accord much importance to women.
No doubt women were always respected as a mother but she was
always under the control of a male member her father, husband or
son. In agricultural society the once revered concept of fertility was
now perverted into the concept of pollution. Women were no longer
allowed to move freely in society and various restrictions were im-
posed on her. It may be mentioned that women of the lower classes in
Assam came to be worse oppressed than women of higher classes
because they had no access to education and no religious freedom.
zo.amoéﬂ society which was formerly free from evils and prejudices
against women has come to incorporate some social evils which fur-

ther lower women'’s status. Dowry, female foeticide and superstitions

relating to menstruation are all evils which have their origin in the
agricultural and orthodox Hindu society of Northern and Southern
India and have come to pervade the formerly liberal tribal society of
Assam thereby substantially affecting the status of women. Even
though the Neo- Vaishnavite movement aimed at providing all down-
trodden sections of society with an equal opportunity at religion, how-
ever it was unable to secure the position of women and offer her the
equal status with man, because by and large the propagators of the
Neo- Vaishnavite movement belonged to the same section which con-
trolled the Hindu religion. They only served to implement old values
regarding women in a newer form. Women were not allowed to enter
prayer halls and could not attain any significant position under this
new religion. She was only a glorified devotee in a religion once again
dominated by men.

As mentioned earlier tribal society in Assam was governed
according to customary laws. These laws ensured that women’s land
and other rights were secured. In Ancient times in India and Assam
likewise land was owned on a communal basis. There was no concept
of private property. People cultivated the fields collectively and dis-
tributed the produce amongst themselves. However when all land came

to be owned by the king, who in turn distributed it amongst his offic-
ers and granted land to the priests, some major changes came about.
Land now came to be owned by an influential few. It came to be re-
garded as private property. Moreover land revenue came to be the
main source of income for the state. So agriculture came to be orga-
nized in a way which would ensure maximum production. In Assam
the Ahom rulers devised a new system for collecting land revenue
and recruiting soldiers. The entire male population from ages sixteen
to sixty was recruited under this system and came to be known as
Paiks. The Paik system was introduced by Sukapha (1228- 1268) but
was reorganised in the reign of Pratap Singha (1603- 1641) by his
able minister Momai Tamuli Barbaruah. The system was based on
groups of male paiks, had no place for women. So women became
limited to the household and could not make any significant contribu-
tion to the economy. This limitation of women to the household along
with the privatisation of property led to women being treated as a
commodity as well. She too was now treated as the private posses-
sion of men. This seriously lessened her worth and status.

It can be seen that till present times even with the spread of
education, society considers to hold its reservations against women.
Assamese society is still largely agriculturally based and women con-.
tinue to play an important role in agriculture along with managing the
household. However it is a pity that her contributions are not
recognised. Moreover modernisation of agriculture and use of ma-
chines like harvesting machines, threshing machines etc. has further
reduced the workload of cultivation. This again has a negative impact
on women as the activities which were once carried out by women -
are now controlled by technology. It has resulted in further alienation
of women from the practice of agriculture. Unless society recognises
women’s contribution to the economy her status will not improve.
And since the problems of women in agricultural society have a long
historical past, it is necessary for awareness to be created and a change
10 be brought about in the mindset of the people in order to elevate
the status of women.

III :
In spite of once being regarded as a symbol of fertility women



in agricultural societies presently suffer the lowest status. Goddesses
are still worshipped but women who represent them are the most op-
pressed class. Agriculture cannot be sustainable unless women make
a contribution to it. Even her contribution to the household in agricul-
tural society must be recognised because it is due to her able manage-
ment that men can carry out their duties in the fields without any
worry. From the above discussion it can be seen that religion and
property can be said to be the prime causes of degradation of women
in agricultural society. Though there are other reasons like the patriar-
chal basis of society, social stratification and division of labour, how-
ever religion and privatisation of property can be said to be most in-
fluential. In order to elevate the status of women in agricultural soci-
ety the following recommendations are suggested.

i) ~ Women should develop skills and practice in agricultur-
ally allied activities like silk-worm rearing, animal farm-
ing, spinning and weaving in order to generate income
and contribute to the finances of her family.

ii)  Government should generate employment opportunities
for women in agricultural and rural areas in order to en-
able them to become self dependant.

iii) NGO’s and other social welfare groups can also play an
important role in this regard. They can hold workshops
and seminars in order to make society aware of women’s
contributions in agriculture. They can also organise self-
help groups so women can be employed through some
small skills.

iv)  Education is another important factor. Not only does
education help to remove superstitions from society, it
also helps women to secure jobs and hence play a promi-
nent part as a bread- winner for her family.

v)  Providing facilities for women to engage in various ag-
ricultural and other rural enterprises and also to take part
in small time trade and commerce practices.

vi) Academicians and influential media persons can also
contribute to elevate the status of women by writing about
and focussing the issue before the people.
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The Tradition of the Mobile Theaters

of Assam

Mr. Dibyajyoti Konwar
Assistant Professor, Department of History

Introduction :

The mobile theatre is a kind of popular form of theatre that
exists only in Assam. Admits the most unstable situations where blood-
shed and terror are the image builders of the region, mobile theatres
played a vital rule for the promotion of the cultural harmony and peace
within the state. As an upcoming industry it not only contributes to
our economy, but as an influential social means of communication, it
also contributed a lot by shaping our society to the right direction.
The performance of the mobile theatres symbolise the resistance to-
wards the violence that occasionally petrifies the society with the vio-
lent turbulences of bloodshed and terror.

Objectives

The basic objective of the paper is to understand the trends of

mobile theatre of Assam in the theatrical developments. An attempt is

also undertake to understand the nature and behaviours of the said

institution.
Methodology _

Regarding the sources the study in based on personal investi-
gation and secondary sources in form of book, journal, article etc. to
analyzing the existing context.

History and developments

The credit goes to the Ancient Greece for the introduction of
the concept of theatre (from 6" century BCE). After the Renaissance
the concept spread whole over the world, basically in Europe.

India has also an age long history of the development of the
theatre in different form. The earliest form of theatre in India was the
Sanskrit dramas. It began after the development of Greek and Roman
theatre and before the development of theatre in other parts of Asia. It
emerged sometime between the 2™ BCE and 1% centurv CE. How-

ever, the ‘Natyasastra’ (a treatise on theatre), written by Bharata Muni
was the major source of evidence of the Sanskrit theatre tradition.

The first form of modern Assamese theatre was the ‘Jatra’
which was deeply influenced by the Bengal. Eighteen years after the
=stablishment of Jatra theatre in Kalkota, Jatra in Assam came into
existence in 1875. Thereafter, Jatras were common in the district of
Jorhat, Golaghat, Tezpur and various other places in Assam.

The first jatra party drama in Assam was ‘Nal-Damayanti’, by
Dhaneswar Sarma. Braja Sarma, one of the pioneer actor, director
and producer of the jatra form in Assam dedicated his whole life for
the development of theatre in Assam but could not sustain it due to
lack of economic patronage . Under the influence of the jatrain 1930,
“Kahinoor Opera’, the first mobile theatre group of Assam was started
bv Natyacharya Brajanath Sarma.

Apart from maintaining a theoretical movement by the
Kohinoor Opera, it introduced co-acting on the stage drama in Assam.
[n 1931, Brajanath Sarma, with the help of Phoni Sarma introduced
female actresses for the first time to appear in their drama produc-
tions at a time when male acting was completely dominant, revolu-
tionizing the nature of Assamese theatre.

However, Sri Sada Laskar of Pathsala has established a mo-
bile jatra group named ‘Nataraj Opera’ in the year 1959, and later his
brother Achyut Laskar transformed it into the form of a mobile the-
atre and named it “Nataraj Theatre’ in 1963. This is how the first mobile
theatre in Assam came into existence.

The year 1963 is considered as the golden year in the theatre
history of Assam. After that the number of mobile theatre groups has
been increased. Among them, Khinoor, Awahan, Hengul, Srimanta
Sankardev, Rajtilak, Itihash, Bordoichila etc. are quite prominent. Now
2 days, there are as many as 45 theatre groups performing their dra-
mas all over the Brahmaputra valley every year, following the golden
path of Nataraj Theatre.

Most of the theatre groups starts their tour from mid- August
and wind up by April 13, by every year with a crew of about 100 -175
members including cast, crew and cooks. Generally the rehearsal starts
rom the month of June and after that they goes for a restless journey



for about 8 months. They pack everything needed to put up a show,
loaded in a truck and travel from one place to another reachin g every
nook and corner of Assam. They carry the props and stage items, other
equipments, music system and the tents and so on and so forth. These
theatre groups construct their makeshift tent on an open field with a
seat capacity of approximately for 2000 audiences. They perform for
roughly 210 days, visiting about 60-70 towns and villages and per-
form not less than 150 shows. The stages are placed adjacent to each
other.

Observation

Mobile Theatre has been, since its inception, one of the most
revered forms of art and a popular means of general entertainment in
Assam. In fact, it has been a inspiration for many social science re-
searchers, because of its mobile characteristics, reasons of flourish-
ing over the time, survival in spite of tough competition from cinema,
video, CDs and cable TV channels, which offer much more entertain-
ment 24 hours in a very low cost.

Except Assam, no other place of India, the mobile theatre has
attained and retained so much of popularity at this time and space.
So, what is the reason behind the success of Assamese theatre groups
is definitely a matter of research from various angles. It is not very
hard to guess that, good stories as well as scripts, better production
techniques, efficient casting which can drive the public crazy and last
but not least adoptability with change of time has made Assamese
theatre a successful form of art and entertainment.

Assamese theatre actors and actresses do share the credit for
the popularization of Assamese theatre. Famous actress of Bollywood
like Seema Biswas who also could not keep herself away from per-
forming in the Assamese theatre and their incredible acting skills has
uplifted the status of Assamese theatre.

Besides, good production houses like Kohinoor, Awahan,
Hengul etc. have created very high pedestal for Assamese theatres
with good stories. Renowned Assamese film director and play writer
Dr. Bhabendra Nath Saikia, Mohendra Borthakur, Sewabrat Baruah,
Abhijit Bhattacharya, Avatar Singh, Arun Sharma etc. are prominent
contributors in the field of Assamese dramatic literature.

The theme of a drama is generally contains several clements.
It focuses on life and different aspects of it. The thing is to be noticed
here that, drama on stage imitates drama of life. It has been said that
there has always been a mutual relationship between theatre and the
real life. The Assamese dramatist also tries to focus on various socio-
economic, political issues by their writings. They also pick up the
stories from Indian as well as western classics, mythology, historical
events. Among them Ramayana, Mahabharata, Iliad, Odyssey, Othello,
Romeo-Juliet, Cleopatra, Spartacus, Titanic etc. were most promi-
nent. The mobile theatres of Assam have also adopted Hollywood
classics like Jurassic Park, Titanic, Anaconda and many of the plays
of Shakespeare. Thus the mobile theatres of Assam experiment with
great risk and reproduced the works of western colonial counterpart
10 an audience that is not only the colonised other of the west but also
the hierarchical other in its own place in terms of economy.

Despite having no financial assistance or sponsorships from corpo-
rate world, the mobile theatres of Assam has reached a milestone which
is very rare in history of Indian theatre.

Challenges _

Recently a new trend is entering to this industry. Most of the
present generation Assamese film actor-actresses also tried their hands
to this field. To accumulate more money, the wealthy producers are
irying to bring them to their camp. So the budget of the theatre groups
is increasing day by day in the name of the heavy payment to them.
For that, the rate of the tickets is increasing rapidly, which indirectly
discourage the audience, who, most of the time belongs to the lower
middle and poor economic classes. Again, due to the entry of the star
actors and actresses, producers give less importance to the general
artist. It can be observed from the globalization perspective.

Mismanagement is another obstacle for the development of
this sector. It is not an easy task to manage the whole system properly
for the whole year. In this regard professionalism is always a need.

Since its inception, there has been a serious criticism regard-
ing male dominated nature of the mobile theatres. In comparison to
male counterpart, the female participation is much lower in degree in
the mobile theatres of Assam.



Conclusion

Today, the mobile theatre is not only a means of amusement,
it is a growing industry of Assam, which is generating not only the
employment opportunity but also thereby contributes to the state’s
economy. It is the mobile theatre which had already, some way or
other had helped to growth of public institutions like schools, col-
leges, clubs, libraries etc. of the region. By performing the dance-
drama and main drama, it tries to enrich our culture and literature. By

conveying the massages of love and brotherhood, the spirit of moral -

values, it also creates a sense of peace and harmony. Therefore, we
should take great care to keep this industry alive.
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Effect of Electromagnetic
Radiation from Cell Phone and Cell

Phone Towers on Human Health

Rina. Borthakur
Associate Professor, Dept. of Physics

Introduction : ;

[t is a well known fact that the largest and fastest grow-
ing manufacturing industry in now a days is the electronic industry.
During last two decades the industry has played the role of providing
z forceful leverage to the socio-economic and technological growth
»f a developing society. Now what is electromagnetic radiation? It is

the combination of invisible electric and magnetic field of force. They

are generated by natural phenomena like the earth’s magnetic field
znd also by human activities some examples of equipments that gen-
erates e.m.r (Electromagnetic Radiation) are Power Lines, Mobile
Phones, Fridge, computer screens etc. As it a very big field, our study
:s specified on radiation of cell phone and its power station.

A cellular telephone system provides a wireless connection to
the PSTN (Public switched telephone network) for any user location
within the radio range of the system. Cellular systems accommodate
2 large number of users over a large geographic area, within a limited
Tequency spectrum. Cellular radio systems provide high quality ser-
vice that is often comparable to that of the land line telephone system.
High capacity is achieved by limiting the coverage of each base sta-
“on transmitter to a small geographic area called a “cell” so that the

e radio channels may be reused by another base station located
0T &mgom away. A sophisticated switching technique called a hand
: H enables a cell to produce uninterrupted when the user moves from
e cell to another.

Since the mid 1990s, the cellular communication industry has
wimessed explosive growth. Wireless communication networks have
secome much more pervasive than anyone could have imagined when
he cellular concept was first develop in the 1960 and 1970. The world



wide cellular and personal communication subscribers is projected to
reach 2 billion (about 30% of the world’s population) by the end of
2006. Indeed, cellular subscription increases by 40% or more per year.
Therefore innumerable cell phone towers have been installed recently
in our country to fulfill the requirements. But it cannot be said that
these are planned fully made, because the different telecommunica-
tion companies rushed to take the corner and corner markets in this
fast growing industry. :

Importance of proposed investigation:

In our country the mobile companies should follow some safety
guidelines but these existing guidelines are completed in adequate.
Specially in context of Assam, where people ignore the effect from
cell phone and cell phone tower radiation and rushed to install the
phone towers in their locality only for economical benefit.

Therefore, it will be worthwhile to carry cut a systematic data
based study of this impact of radio frequency emitted from various
phones and phone towers on human health. As E-communication is a
rapidly developing technology in the emerging area of telecommuni-
cation, it has now become a great of present globalization system, but
it seems to be a major treat towards the human society.

Review of works already done on the subject:

Several attempts have been taken to measure the various ef-
fects of electromagnetic radiation in different parts of the world. Dr
Neil Cherry, J.R. Goldsmith, Balmari and Robert O Beaker carried
out some successful attempts individually and published their works
in their books and some well known magazines. In India, Prof Girish
Kumar works continuously in this field.

Finding in Brief :

Cell tower antennas in the frequency range of 869-894 MHZ
(CDMA), 935-960 MHZ (GSM 900) and 1810-1880 MHZ (GSM
1800). Also, 3g has been deployed in most of the cities (nowadays)
where frequency range of 2110-2170 MHZ. Mobile phone operators
divide a region in large number of cells and each cell in divided into.
number of sectors with equal angular coverage of 120 degrees in the
horizontal direction.

A base station and its transmitting power are designed in such

= way that mobile phone should be able to transmit and received
=nough signal for proper communication up to a few kilometers.
Mazjority of these towers are mounted near the residential and office
suilding to provide good mobile phone coverage to the users.

Studies have revealed that even a low ranges of this radiation, there
is evidence of damage to tissue, DNA which has been linked to brain-
tumors, cancer, suppressed immune function, depression, miscarriage,
Alzheimer and numerous other serious illness. In the journal of “The
American Medical Association” it has already been established that
the weak radio frequency signals from a mobile phone and its tower
have the potential to alter brain activity. Dr. nail Cherry reported that
there is no safe level of E.M.R. in the world.
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The Tai -Ahom Language in Assam:
Causes of its Endangered State and

Prospects of its Revival

Dr. Anita Konwar
Assistant Professor, Dept. of English

The paper aims at studying the challenges faced by the Tai
Ahom language of Assam and the efforts taken by the leading person-
alities and social organizations of the community to revitalize the lan-
guage through various means.

1.01. THE TAI AHOMS:

Assam, situated in the North —East corner of India, is the home-
land of various caste, ethnic groups, communities etc. The Tai Ahom
community of Assam is one of the major ethnic groups with a popula-
tion of about 40 lacs (2011 census report). They are found to inhabit
thickly in the Upper Assam districts of Dibrugarh, Tinsukia and
Sivasagar and scattered in other districts of the Brahmaputra valley.
Racially, they are Mangoloid and belong to the Tai branch of the Great
Mongolian people of South East Asia.

1.02. ORIGIN :

As stated earlier, the Tai Ahoms of Assam are a branch of the
Tai people of South East Asia. Inhabiting a vast region of Indo- China,
the Tai people are scattered from Assam in the west to the Kwangtsi
Province of China in the east and from the shores of Pacific Ocean in
the south to Yunan province in the north. “The Tai groups and sub
groups in this vast region by innumerable other local names which at
times, tend to obscure their racial identity. There are many instances
of the same groups being named differently by different peoples and
at different historical periods. But the members of this great race, to
what ever local groups they may belong, call themselves Tai (Gogoi.
P. 1968). The Tais of East Asia region viz Myanmar, Thailand, Indo-
China and Yunan are known as Shan, Siamese, Lao and Pai respec-
tively ( Gogoi, L, 4% edition 1994). The Tai people who came to Assam

m the 13% country A.D. E&Q. the leadership of Sukafa, are popularly
:...I.mu Ahom”s. The Ahoms are also known as the “Tai” and “Shan”.
wever various chronicles ( known as Buranjis) written during the
SIX- T.:zn:mm -year long Ahom rule in Assam, they mentioned them-
s=lves as “Shan Tai’. It is noteworthy to mention here that the Ahoms
under the leadership of Sukapha entered Assam from the Mao Lung
state of the Hukong valley in Upper Myanmar crossing the Patkai
-ange hills of Eastern Himalayas in the 13% ombEQ
1.03 OTHER TAI GROUPS:
The Tai Ahoms are the earliest among the Tai groups who
=ntered Assam but, at later date some Tai groups migrated to Assam
get rid of the atrocities committed by the rulers of Myanmar in the
ater part of 18" century and they are locally called Tai Khamti, Tai
Phake, Tai- Aaiton, Tai- Khamyang and Tai- Turung.
1.04 : THE TAI AHOM LANGUAGE:

As mentioned above the earliest Tai group entered Assam in
the 13® century are locally called the Ahoms. Griearson divided the
Tais into two groups —northern and southern- from linguistic point of
view and the Tai Ahom language is grouped in the northern branch
along with Khamti Chinese Shan and Burmese- Shan ( Greirsons. H.
. 1966). However, present day philologist assumes that there was
o language named ‘Ahom’. In fact, it was an another form of the Tai
language with local influence. The Ahom spoke Tai language ( Baruah

B K. 1990). However, the Tai Ahoms cannot be included within the
Tai speaking people of south- east Asia, as they lost their speech
identity long before because of various reasons.

1.05 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CAUSES RESPON-
SIBLE FOR GRADUAL EXHIBITION:

According to written record and oral traditions of the Ahom period
[ 13 th- 19" century A.D.), the founder of the kingdom in Assam, Sukapha
brought with him a group of literate people namely Chirng, Mohung and
Bailung when he had migrated to Assam(they formed the priestly class in
Ahom society). Sukapha entrusted them to record all the events they had
encountered during their journey to Assam. Thus, began the unique system
of chronicle (Buranji in Tai) writing among the Tai Ahoms and such cul-
ture continue till the end of the Ahom rule in the 19® century AD.



Though Sukhapa was successful in establishing a kingdom in
the Brahamaputra Valley which lasted for long six hundred years, he
was liberal enough to accept the customs, traditions, religious beliefs
prevalent at that time among the indigenous people and also engaged

‘them in the administration. Even subsequent Ahom rulers did not try
to impose their culture on the local people forcefully. Later, the Ahom
rulers came under the influence of Vedic Hinduism, Shaktism,
Saivaism and Neo Vaishnavisim started to assume Hindu names along
with Tai names and constructed many temples in the names of Hindu
Gods and Goddesses and also took initiation to Hinduism. Interest-
ingly, the Ahom rules introduced Assamese language in administra-
tion instead of Tai language. In this way, the practice of Tai language
among the common people began to decay.

However, three traditional priestly class Viz- Deodhai, Mohan
and Bailung respectively kept all records of the Ahom administration
besides socio — religious and cultural system of the Ahom society in
Tai language. So, practice of the Tai language confined to this class
and they continued to do so, till the end of the Ahom rule. It is very
much significant to mention here that most of their descendents have
still been following same tradition and conducting all religious rites
and ceremonies in Tai.

Though, the Tai Ahom language confined in the prieslly class,
still there are some Tai words indicating relationship which are still in
practice among the Tai Ahom such as A- nai (Mothers’s Mother),
Putha (Mother’s father), Nishadeu (Elder brother of mother /father),
Apadeu(Elder sister of mother / father or wife of elder brother of fa-
ther/mother).

1.06. GRADUAL AWARNESS AMONG THE AHOMS :

It is unfortunate to state that the Tai Ahoms abandoned the
practice of speaking Tai long before. Even the Priestly class which
mentioned the practice during Ahom period accepted Assamese as
their mother tongue. There are still some chronicles written in Tai
language, remained untouched.

However, efforts were made by some of the leading scholars
of the community to retrieve the language. In 1920, first Ahom
Assamese English Dictionary was complied and edited by Rai Sahib

sotzp Ch. Baruah. A book on traditional Tai system of marriage

_nalk-lang’ translated from an original Tai Ahom manuscript, was
nublished by ‘The Tai Historical and Cultural Society of Assam’. This
wrzanization also retrieved the traditional ancestral worship of the Tai
“nom- “Me-dam-me-phi” which is now widely observed in the Tai
“hom dominated areas. Likewise some other traditional worship of
== Tai Ahoms are also tried to retrieve.

For the revival of Tai language the role taken by the academic
'rzanizations in upper Assam is worth mentioning. Towards the lat-
“=r part of 20® century, there is a growing demand for the introduction

»f Tai language in schools in upper Assam. After the establishment of

e Ban-Oak Pup-Lik-Miung-Tai in 1981, most of the Ahom organi-

zations placed their strong demand to the Govt. of Assam for the same.

‘o response to the demand in 1984, two years diploma course in Tai

anguage was introduced in the department of Assamese, Dibrugarh

_niversity in Assam. . !

1.07. PROSPECTS OF ITS REVIVAL:

From above discussion , it may be assumed that the Tai —

“homs of Assam have rich cultural heritage of their own. There are
sill some Tai chronicles preserved in some people’s residence. But,
ey want to keep them secretly nor do they want to speak about them.
They consider them as very ‘sacred’ and do not even touch them.
These chronicles were written on bark of a tree called ‘Sanchi’ on
different subjects like Montras of different worships, remedies of vari-
ous diseases, chronological history of a particular family in Tai Script.
Sut, because of unawareness of the people, these chronicles are al-
most in decaying condition. Once these chronicles can be preserved
they will give us various social religious and political informations of
the time.

CONCLUSION:

It may be summarized that several causes led to the endan-
zered state of the Tai Ahom language. However, traditional Tai lan-
zuage along with its original script, was maintained by their priestly
class. But, because of abandonment by a large section of people of
the community, many written documents of the Ahom period were
remained untouched even today which might have thrown some sig-



nificant light on Assam history. Of late, the language has been tried to A)\O men —w Emu Qdﬂ e u.mnu W m.o r M—u G:n wrww

revive by some scholars and academic organizations of the commu-

nity. A scientific and methodological study of the language may give Growth and Umﬂw—c—uamﬁﬂ of our
fruitful results. But at the same time the students who want to m.E%. ¥ 2 £ 1
this language should be taught in such a way so that they can compete mon—mnv\ : A Theoretical WGH@—,UGO_”:\@
with the present day scenario. , Dr. Nijumoni Changmai

Asstt. Librarian
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1. Introduction:
The concept of Women empowerment was introduced at the
women conference in 1985 at Nairobi. Empowerment is defined as

Gogoi, L. Tai Sanskritir Ruprekha. 1976 : : the expansion in women’s ability and freedom. According to Cam-

Gogoi ,P. The Tai and the Tai Kingdoms. Gauhati, 1968. : oridge International Dictionary, the ‘Empowerment” means to give

Grierson.H.A. An Introduction to Descriptive Linguistics, Revised addi- someone the official legal authority or freedom to do something.

tion, 1966. i Paz’s definition of empowerment is ‘the ability to direct and
et _ control one’s own life. Women’s empowerment has five components:
o¥ et %t _ - These are :

(i) Women’s sense of self worth;

(i) Their right to have and determine choices

(iii) Their right to have access to opportunities and resources

(iv) Their right to have the power to control their own lives,
both within and outside the home.

(v)  Their ability to influence the direction of social change
to create a more just social economic orders, nationally
and internationally.

Empowering women involves the building up of a society, a
nolitical environment, wherein women can breathe without the fear
° oppression, exploitation, discrimination and general feeling of per-
s=cution. Women empowerment refers not only to their economic in-
Zzpendence or access to education, but a combination of raising their
social, political, economic and spiritual strength both individually and
collectively while eradicating the impediments that prevented them
om being integrated into the democratic and inclusive growth of
=conomy. According to Laura Townsend, inclusive growth basically
means, ‘Broad- based growth, shared growth, and pro-poor growth’.
' decreases the rapid growth rate of poverty in a country and increases



the involvement of people, into the growth process of the country. On
the other hand it has created an environment of equality in opportu-
nity in all dimension of livelihood. Inclusive mnoéﬁ presupposes de-
velopment strategies with focus on justice, equity, m_mﬁ_ucso:u.mmozi
rity, empowerment and full participation. Women need a special re-
spect to inclusive growth.

2. Objectives & Methodology: .

(i) To ensure equal participation of women in all develop-

mental activities, ¥

(ii) To create a positive image of women and recognizing

their contribution to the society.

This discussion is a theoretical one and data have been col-
lected from the secondary sources and the discussion has been car-
ried out using descriptive or analytical method.

3. Women Empowerment and Higher Education:

The Fourth World Conference on Women, held Beijing in 1995,
recognized that women’s literacy is a key to wEmoéoHEm ﬁoE.oa“m
participation in decision making in society and to improving mm:.zq S
well-being. In addition, the United Nation has mn_o&mﬁm_ﬁo Millen-
nium Development Goals, which include goals for improved o&.Bm.
tion and women’s empowerment. The MDG emphasize educations
essential role in building democratic societies and creating a founda-
tion for sustained economic growth. Education is an important ﬂoﬂ.u_
for promoting gender equality and advancement of female youth in
socio-economic and political development of nation. é&.o: we say
empowering woman through education, it means that using oﬁ.mc.om.
tion as a tool to bring women face to face with the self worth, giving
her sense to choose between right and wrong. On the other wm:.a,
empowering her with the skills to take advantage of the Oﬁwogﬂom
and embedding confidence in her to meet the challenges of life. .mm-

male youths who later translate to women are at the centre of .mocﬁ-
ties in the family, society, the community and all facets of life. An
educated woman can support her family in managing the gamﬂ. as
well as helping them save some money for future. Higher mmmomsou
is important for everyone, but it is especially significant for girls and

#women. This is true not only because higher education is an entry
point to other opportunities, but also because the higher educational
zchievements of women can have ripple effects within family and
aCTOSss generations.

Education is one of the most important means of empower-
=g women with the knowledge, skills, and self confidence necessary
0 participate fully in the development process. Therefore young gitrls
should be given opportunities to gain proper education. Girls who
zve been higher education are likely to marry later and to have smaller
=nd healthier families. Educated women can recognize the impor-
ance of health care and know how to seek it for themselves and their
=hildren. Higher education helps girls and women to know their rights
=d to gain confidence to claim them achieve better position in the
wciety. Access to higher education for females at these junctions is
v=ry vital so as to attain a higher status that will enable they occupy
2igher positions of leadership, participation in public activities as well
= the efficiency. There is no doubt that the University and Colleges
“ill provide access to female education, increase the efficiency of
“zmales and build them up as part of the national human resources.
“ducation at all levels, but higher education especially, gives women
“ptions, empowers them to be independent thinkers and agents of
zaange. It not only helps in the development of half of the human
"=sources, but in improving the quality of life at home and outside.
+. Empowering women for inclusive growth and Development:
“mpowering women involves the building up of a society. Women
s=mpowerment involves issues like

(i) How women make out themselves in society.

(i1) How they are treated by others

(iii) What ability they have to make key decisions on matters

relating to themselves and their children

(iv) What role do they have in decision making in the family.

Most of all Social empowerment of women involves also say-
sZucation, health environment, science and technology, media, eradi-
=zon of feminist poverty, economic empowerment, political empow-
smentand domestic violence etc.



Table 1: Parameters of women Empowerment

Social Empowerment
Demography :

Sex Ratio; Female urban popu-
lation as proportion of total urban
population; Women married by
age 18; means age at marriage.

Educational Attainment of
Women:

Female literacy rate, enroliment
ratio for girls in primary educa-
tion, secondary education
higher education etc.

Women’s Health Status and
Access to Healthcare:

Life Expectancy at birth for fe-
males; couple protection rate,
total fertility rate, maternal mor-
tality ratio, female infant mortal-
ity rate, institutional births, births
assisted by health professionals.

Domestic Violence:

Dowry death per lakh female
population, female suicide due
to family problems to total fe-
male suicide, cruelty by hus-
bands and relatives per lakh fe-
male population.

Female work participation
rate; female labour force
participation rate- rural & ur-
ban, Women employed in
organized sector per thou-
sand female population,
etc.etc.

Economic Empowerment
. Economic Participation:

Political Empowerment
Political participation:
Women MPs as propor-
tion of total MPs; women
MLAs as proportion of to-
tal MLAs, proportion of
total casting vote in Lok
Sabha elections as well
as State Assembly elec-
tions, etc.

5. Multiple Roles of Women:

Women emancipation and empowerment cannot be complete
if due importance is not given to her education. The thoughts of
Mahatma Gandhi are quite true and take up an even greater importance
in today’s condition. “Women have the pivot of life and all live have
originated from the women womb”.

“When we educate a man, the teaching is for an individual,
but when a woman is taught, the teaching is for'the nation”.

These words are very true as the women, who by her multiple
rules influences the life of people around her, whether it’s her family,
community or society, knowledge to puts in, is not compensated in
rerms of money. Whatever it may be a home without women is
mncomplete. Women due to her kind hearted nature has always been
associated with social work, be it at community level, or social level.
We had women like, Florance Nightingale, Mother Teresa, Medha
Patker etc.

6. Conclusion:

As women progress, everyone in the society will benefit, in-
cluding men. The limitless potential of women is not only the right
thing to do but it is smart thing. Higher education is therefore very
‘mportant to national economics, both as significant industry in its
»wn right and as a source of trained and educated personnel for the
~zst of the economy. Educated women become more confident and
“ey have better communication skills and can defend their point of
2w in more effective and diplomatic way and can make their own
Zzcisions. Educated women are usually better in understanding hu-
—an rights, respecting difference of opinions, care for societal norms
= try to resolve conflicts and build peace and harmony in society.
. ney consciously start feeling about their own right due to this pro-
s=ss of education which transformed them as empowered citizens. In

s context, this paper focusing on importance of women in inclu-
=ve growth and development, analysis the real concerns social, eco-
nomic and political concerns of women and emphasizes on the need

- women empowerment and highlight strategies for social, economic
anz political empowerment of women for promoting inclusive growth
and development.
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Abstract

One of the ancient and rich literatures of India is the Vedic
Sterature which possesses immense religious and historical impor-
sance. Vedic literature not only outlines the numerous Hindu rituals
snd ceremonies which have been observed by the people from the
iedic Age but also the different philosophy which forms the basis of
Hinduism. Through Vedic literature, we come to know about the so-
sial, political and economic organization of the Aryan Civilization
wnd it is the main source of understanding ancient Indian literature.
Un this paper, a study has been made to know about the rich literary
works of Vedic literature without which our knowledge about the Ary-
ams and their philosophy and its importance in Indian history would
wave been incomplete.
Keywords: Vedic literature, Vedas, Shastras
L0 Introduction:

The Vedic Age can be traced back between 1500 B.C. to 600
3 C. Vedic Age can be divided into two parts- (i) between 1500 B.C.
1= 1000 B.C. when the Aryans composed hymns of the Rig Veda only
which is regarded as early Vedic Age and (ii) between 1000 B.C. 600
3 C. when the Aryans prepared large part of their religious texts which
= regarded as later Vedic Age. The Vedic Age can be called an Epic
% 2= in the Indian history. The authors of this Age (culture and civili-
m=mon) were the Indo Aryans or simply called the Aryans.
The archeological sources of the Vedic Age are practically non-exis-
==t and therefore the only source of its culture and civilization is the
Vedic literature. The principles of knowledge, worship and Karma
w= the basis of Vedic literature. These represent the intellectual height
+# the Aryan philosophy. The literature of the Aryans includes diverse



forms of expression like poetry, drama, romance, science etc. which
is a wonderful legacy to the Indian literature. Different literary works
like Vedas (Rigveda, Samveda, Atharvaveda and Yajurveda),
Brahmanas, Samhitas, Aranyakas, Ramayana, Mahabharata etc. make
us think how eager they were to achieve perfection in various spheres
of life. The Sutra literature and grammar of Panini also holds a spe-
cial attention of the lovers of grammar and literature.

2.0 Methodology and Objective of the Study:

The paper has been written mainly by using secondary sources
which consists of textbooks, reference books, websites etc. The study
is mainly based on analytical study only. The objective of the study of
this paper is mainly to know about one of our rich Indian cultures i.e.
Aryan Civilization and their significant literature i.e. the Vedic Lit-
erature. Without knowing or studying Vedic literature, it is not pos-
sible to come to know about the other different literature which came
in later periods. Vedic literature is the basis or foundation of other
Indian literature.

3.0 Discussion:

According to Kautilya, “The three Vedas (Sama, Rig and Yajur)
constitute the triple Vedas. These together with Atharvaveda and the
[tihasa Veda are known as the Vedas.” The word “Veda’ is derived
from the Sanskrit word “Vid’ (to know) and thus the word “Veda’
means ‘Knowledge’. The Hindus consider these Vedas as sacred books
as they were learnt by heart and thus given the names like Nitya (eter-
nal) and Apaurusheya (not made by man). It is believed that Vedic
hymns were composed by ancient Rishis, they wrote under the inspi-
ration of God and they were handed over by them from generation to
generation.

The earliest literary source of Indian history is the Rigveda
which dates back about 1500 B.C. to 1000 B.C. The hymns are mainly
mythological and are addressed to various gods. On the basis of pe-
riod of composition, the whole Vedic literature is divided into two
broad categories. They are:

a). Early Vedic literature (Stuti) consisting four Vedas,

Brahmanas, Aranyakas and Upanishads.
b). Later Vedic literature (Smriti) consisting Sutras,

Vedangas, Upavedas, Puranas, Epics, Dharam Shastras
etc.
3.1 Early Vedic literature (Stuti):

According to Hindu belief, Stuti literature of Vedic hiterature
was not composed by any living being. It was revealed by God to
.uwnmm: sages and they passed their knowledge orally from one gen-
sration to another. This kind of literature is considered to be sacred in
Hindu society and they are held high in respect.

3.1.1 Vedas

The four Vedas are the most important creation of Vedic lit-
=rature. Without them, ancient Indian literature would have been in-
complete. Some scholars regard the hymns as revelation to the risks.
The hymns are regarded as invocations to the gods to bestow favors
.H_‘u.m»o worshippers. There are mainly four (4) Vedas- Rigveda,
Yajurveda, Samveda and Atharvaveda. One of the ancient and omzr
=st works of Vedas is the Rigveda. It is a collection of 1017 hymns
supplemented by 11 others which is called ‘Valakhilyas’. It is arranged
mto wo mandalas of books. Yajurveda relates to the details of per-
‘orming Yajanas which are performed by the priests. It is present in
u..JE poetry and prose and has 40 chapters and 200 mantras. It gives a
picture of religious and social life of the Rigveda Aryans. Samveda
wave been mostly taken from Rigveda and these are sung at the time
»f performing Yajanas. It contains 1540 ‘Richayen’. Atharvaveda is
present partly in prose and partly in poem. Most of the mantras deal
with warding of diseases and with chains magic and spells by which
e could overcome enemies and demons. It contains 5839 mantras,
20 mandalas and 731 richayen.

3.1.2 Brahmanas

4 The Brahmanas are the first specimen of praise in the world.
They explain the meaning of sacrifice and also the methods of per-
‘orming them. They mark the transition from the Vedic to the later
Srahmanical society. They are the commentaries on the various hymns
E the Vedas to which they are appended. They are called liturgies.
For example, Rigveda has two Brahmanas- Aitareya and knishitaki.
3.1.3 Aranyakas

Aranyakas are generally called the ‘forest books’ as they were



studied in forests away from the villages and towns. They mainly deal
with the spiritual life. They were meant for the elderly people as they
had passed out of Grihastha Ashram. They are the concluding por-
tions of the Brahmanas. The Aranyakas deals with the philosophy
and mysticism and not with the rituals. The philosophical portions of
the Brahmanas have been separated in order to guide and use for the
hermits living in the jungles or forests.

3.1.4 Upanishads

According to German scholar Schopenhauer, “In the whole
world, there is no study so beautiful and as elevating as that of
Upanishads. It has been the solace of my life- it will be the solace of
my death.” Upanishads are the concluding parts of Brahmanas. H.H..ow
occupy a very high place in the ancient Aryan literature as they mainly
deals with spiritual subjects and the ultimate secrets of creation of the
universe. They are storehouse of spiritual knowledge as they throw
light on certain difficult philosophical questions such as the true na-
ture of god (Brahma) and the soul (Atma) and the exact relation that
exists between the two. The doctrines of Mukti, Kama, Maya and
transmigration of soul have been discussed in detail and elaborated in
various Upanishads.

Upanishads mainly means ‘sitting near’. Therefore, its origi-
nal meaning refers to sitting down of initiated pupil near the teacher
or guru for the purpose of a confidential communication of the secret
doctrine (rahasya) concerning the relation between the creator and
the created individuals. There are about 300 Upanishads which were
written by various saints from 800 to 500 B.C. Some ancient
Upanishads are-Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, Chandogya
Upanishad, Taittiriya Upanishad, Aitareya Upanishad, Kena

Upanishad Kaushitaki Upanishad, Brihad Upanishad and

Jailtiriya Upanishad. i
3.2 Later Vedic literature (Smriti) ,

Later Vedic literature which is also called the Smriti literature
deals with the laws and usage of customs of various classes. They
also throw light on the status of women. Smriti literature consists of
Sutras, Vedangas and Upavedas, Puranas, Epics and Dharam Shastras.

3.2.1 Sutras

As the time passed, many new social customs were developed
and these were collected in new books. This new type of literature
came to be known as the Sutras. It is believed that the period of the
Sutras can be traced from the 6% or 7® Century B.C. to about 2" Cen-
tury B.C. One of the characteristics of Sutras was that they were writ-
ten by using the fewest possible words. The Sutras have been divided
into 3(three) different classes- Strauta Sutra which deals with the
religious and sacrifice matters, Griha Sutra which deals with the
various duties that a family man has to perform and Dharma Sutra
which deals with the society rather than the family.

3.2.2 Vedangas and Upavedas

- Vedangas were known as the part of Vedic texts and were
mainly concerned with the preservation of the Vedic texts. They are
mainly divided into’ 6(six) categories- Kalpa (religious practices),
Siksha (pronunciation), Vyakaran (grammar), Nirukta (etymology),
Channdas (meter) and Jyotish (astronomy). Qut of 6(six) Vedangas,
Siksha and Kalpa are considered to be very important.

Each Veda has its Upaveda. They are mainly divided into
4(four) categories- Ayurveda (medicine), Dhanurveda (art and war),
Gandharvveda (art of music) and Shilpveda (architecture).

3.2.3 Darshanas I

Darshanas explain certain difficult philosophical questions
concerning god, social life and death. They are the six schools of
Indian philosophy which form an important part of Vedic literature.
They are supposed to have been written at the time of King Asoka the
6" Century B.C. These Darshanas are short, definite and free from
any doubt and are given in the form of Sutras or aphorisms. There are
6(six) kinds of Darshanas. The Nyaya Darshana was written by
Gautama rishi. It is the science of sciences known to be acquired by
four methods which are Pratyaksh or intuition, Anumana or infer-
ence, Upma or comparison and Sabda or verbal testimony. This
Darshana believes in god who is full of bliss and knowledge and ac-
cepts the theory of rebirth. The Vaisesika Darshana was written by
Kannada rishi. It is concerned with 6 padarthas consisting Dravya
{substance), Guna (quality), Karma (activity), Samanya (generality),



Visesha (particularity) and Samavaya (inference) and nine Dravyas
consisting earth, water, air, light, time, space, soul, Manas and Akasha.
The Sankhya Darshana was written by Kapila which believes in the
existence of god. It deals with the dual principle of Purusha who are
eternal and are bound by the bondage of rebirth and Prakriti which is
developed by 3(three) kinds of Gunas; Sattva Guna (source of good-
ness and happiness), Rajas Guna (source of activity and pain) and
Tamas Guna (source of ignorance, sloth and apathy). The Yoga
Darshana was written by Patanjali. It describes through the practice
of Yoga, a person can develop both spiritual and physical strengths of
life. 8(eight) methods have been suggested to achieve the physical
and spiritual strength which are- Yama(abstention),
Niyama(observation), Asana(posture), Pranayama(regulation of
breath), Pratyahara(withdrawal of senses), Dhyana(fixed attention),
Samadhi(concentration) and Hathayoga(controlling of body). Jamini
was the author of the Purva-Mimansa Darshana. It is mainly con-
cerned with the rituals, performance of sacrifices. purely mechanical
ethics and does not attack the problems of ultimately reality. There
are 2(two) kinds of Dharma for right living- Nitva Dharma which is
done every day and Kamya Dharma which is done to achieve some
special object. There is no necessity of a benevolent or active god.
The Uttar-Mimansa Darshana was written by Badayarana. He wrote
555 Sutras which are divided into 4(four) chapters. The first chapter
deals with the nature of Brahmana and his relation with the world and
individual souls. Second chapter deals with the objections. Third chap-
ter deals with the wages and means of attaining Brahma Vidya and
the fourth chapter discusses the fruits of Brahma Vidya and the future
of soul after death.
3.2.4 Puranas

Puranas are ancient Hindu texts eulogizing various deities,
primarily the divine Trimurti god (Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswar) in
Hinduism through divine stories. Vyasa, the narrator of Mahabharata
is considered to be the compiler of Puranas. Puranas have been de-
scribed as genre of important Hindu religious texts which consists of
narratives of description of Hindu cosmology; philosophy and geog-
raphy, history of the universe from creation to destruction and gene-

alogies of Kings, heroes, sages and demigods. Puranas are mainly
18(eighteen) in nos. which are- Agri Puran, Bhagwat Puran,
Bhavishya Puran, Brahma Puran, Brahmand Puran, Garuda
Puran, Kurma Puran, Ling Puran, Markandya Puran, Matsya
Puran, Narad Puran, Padma Puran, Shiv Puran, Skand Puran,
Brahmvaivatray Puran, Vaman Puran, Varah Puran and Vishnu
Puran.
3.2.5 Dharam Shastras

It mainly deals with the status of women in society and throws
light on the laws of inheritance. Among all the Dharam Shastras, Manu
Smriti is the most important. Dharam Shastra divides the society into
4(four) Varnas dividing each Varna with its specific duties and
priviledges. A man’s life has also been divided into 4(four) stages
(ashram) and the duties he has to perform in each ashram. In Dharam
Shastra, laws of justice and punishment, about property, partnership
loans, duties of the King and the subjects etc. have been discussed
vividly.
4.0 Conclusion
From the discussion on Vedic Literature, we have found that up to
some level Vedic Literature can be called the foundation stone of Hindu
religion in India. Without it, Hindu religion could not have estab-
lished with its rituals and laws. So, the early and later Vedic literature
gives us a vivid knowledge about the societal settings, rituals, laws,
different kinds of books and learning process of our ancient India.
Vedic Literature is the best and scientific work of Hindu literature
and a good source of knowledge about India.
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Role of Bishnu Rabha in the Freedom

Struggle of India
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It is generally seen that, every society is characterized by the
existence of two contradictory classes - the propertied and the prop-
erty less class. The propertied class always tends to exploit and op-
press the property less and thereby establish its own dominance. Hence,
these classes can again be called as the exploiter and the exploited.
The dominant class strives to maintain its status quo and perpetuate
its regime leading to the loss of freedom of the exploited mass. How-
ever, such regime often faces stiff opposition from the dominated class
when exploitation and suppression reaches a climax. But for such a
kind of revolt to take place there must be a consciousness amongst
the people. It is here, the need of a leader arises who can successfully
motivate the people to oppose the ongoing process of exploitation
and to launch a revolution. It is interesting here to mention that in
India, during the period of freedom struggle, the imperialist force along
with the native ruler started to exploit and oppress the common people.
On the other hand, similar condition was prevalent in Assam too. The
class structure of Assam was constructed in such a way that led to the
suppression of the poor. The colonial ruler, planters. Marwari traders,
Bengali middle class, Asomiya middle class. the Zamindars in
Goalpara and Mouzadars in the rest of the Brahmaputra valley to-
gether constituted the dominant class. Below them. the fragmented
peasantry, the landless agricultural labourers, who migrated from East-
Bengal, peasants and tea-plantation labourers most of whom were the
tribal from Jharkhand region, stood virtually at the bottom of class
structure of colonial Assam.! As such, the peasants and labourers of-
ten had to face exploitation and oppression from the dominant class
as mentioned above. But, in such a situation Bishnu Rabha the versa-
tile genius of Assam, could not remain silent. Having witnessed and
experienced a complex socio-economic system in Assam and the prob-
lems arising out of it during and after the freedom struggle. Rabha

—

couldn’t confine himself to the ivory tower of art and felt the need of

T

joining the fight against injustice and exploitation. It is in this light,
the paper will assess the role played by Bishnu Rabha during and
after the freedom struggle of India.

It is found that Bishnu Rabha was a born revolutionary. He
started to fight against injustice and exploitation in his student life.
During his college life he, in fact, played a leading role in the fight
against the imperialist rule, especially when he was in Victoria Col-
lege of Coachbihar. He was involved in revolutionary activities to
overthrow the British rule. It becomes clear from the previous chap-
ter that he was an ardent advocate of freedom. But it is interesting to
note here that he did not mean freedom to be one-dimensional that is
freedom from the British rule only. By freedom, he meant liberation
from poverty and all types of hegemony as well2. It is liberation from
injustice and exploitation. Therefore, it can be said that his struggle
against the British rule was part of a greater struggle against injustice.

It is found that Bishnu Rabha was involved in Indian freedom
struggle both in his action and in thought. His anti-British activities
in Coachbihar and later in Rongpur bear the testimony of his active
participation in the freedom movement of India. On the other hand in
several writings of his, he referred to the struggle led by M.K. Gandhi.
However, due to his revolutionary temper, he later lost faith in
Gandhism and adopted Marxism as his life’s philosophy.’ Therefore;
he was both a patriot and a nationalist. He, in fact, was disturbed by
the foreign rule. His anti-British sentiment was reflected in his social
play named ‘Krishak’. In the beginning of the play, he expresses his
deep concern against the subjection of his country to British rule,
which is evident in a song sung by the ‘Garuwan’. * The song is as
follows:

: Sunar Asom O’.... Mur

Paradhinotar Uur
Nahal Dekho Autodineu
Kino Bhygya Tur
Sonar Asom... O’ Mur*
(Oh, my Golden Assam!

What a misfortune it is
For you not to be free yet
From the bondage of ages

Oh, my golden Assam.)



. In this song, his ardent love for his motherland is reflected. In
the same play, Madhab, the protagonist, stated that it is the duty of
every Indian to fight against the injustice and exploitation unleashed
by the British.’ It is observed that ‘Madhab’ was actually a dramatical
image of Bishnu Rabha.

Although, India became independent on 15 August 1947,
Rabha believed that this political freedom could not bring any change
in the fate of thousands of downtrodden people. That is why, in a
dance-drama titled ‘Na-Prithibir Notun Yug’,* he declared Indian
independence as a sham. It was actually a transition of power from a
section of elite people to another. He wrote:
Aamuthi Dhanir Haal Sukh
Kuti Kuti Raijor Haal
Bidhe Bidhe NaNa Dukh
Aye Haal Swadhinota, Bhuwa Swadhinota
Kuti Kuti Manobor Ghinya Adhinota.
(The rich who are a handful became happy
Millions of the people
Reaped lots of sufferings of various kinds
And this is freedom, fake freedom.
The bondage of teeming millions of humanity)
Moreover, in an article titled “Aaigyatbashar Katha’ he again
affirmed that the so-called freedom of India was not freedom for the
people. In 1947, he himself hoisted a black flag and stated that the
freedom of India is not for the poor peasants and labourers. The ben-
efit of freedom, for which people fought against the British, is now
enjoyed only by the rich or affluent sections of the society. The Brit-
ish have been replaced by a new exploitative regime under the leader-
ship of local bourgeoisie. He also mentioned that Congress should
not take sole credit for independence of India. RCPI, to which he
belonged, also contributed a lot towards it.” He further stated that the
freedom that has been achieved by the Indian masses brought happi-
ness only to the bourgeoisie class who constituted the minority. It
resulted in more misery to the majority. He pointed out that the Brit-
ish had left India paving the way for new kinds of exploitation. He
expressed it in the following lines:
Bharat Sagar Aari Gol
Tyaji Sashonar thaal

Garhi Sushonor Kol
Britainor Soudor Dal
Gol gol Bangal Engraj
Pati Dhnraj
Kari Barbad
Bharotor Jatiyotabad.®
(The British fled the Indian Ocean
And the region they ruled,
Leaving behind them machineries
They created for exploiting the people,
The foreigners left,
And left behind them the capitalist regime
To crush the nation called India.)

It implies that Rabha, as a patriot, was disturbed by the de-
struction of the India nationalism and emergence of capitalism. The
British left India after transferring power to Congress that can be con-
ceived as a bourgeoisie organization. Rabha wrote about the nature of
post independence Indian Government as follows:

Bharat Sarkar
Dhani Mahajan Raja Maharaj Zamidnar
Hihotor Sushonour Nirmam Hathiar
Tile Tile Saara, Tupi Tupi Tez Piya Dukhiare
Swadhin Deshar Maha-Bharator Aane Sarkar.’
( The Indian Govrment.........
An instrument of exploitation
In the hands of the rich:
The Mabhajan, the king, the Zamindar,
Sucking blood dripping from the poor.)

Indian government is nothing but a mere instrument of ex-
ploitation. It is used by the rich Mahajan and Zamindar to oppress or
exploit the poor. He also felt that the Assam Government, after in-
dependence, had become a kingdom for the rich.!” He, on the other
hand, drew a picture of post-independence India through a conversa-
tion between ‘Veda’ and ‘Mulung’, two characters of the play ‘Krishak’.
He wanted to highlight a picture where after the departure of the British
there would be Ram-Rajya, which could be equated with Krishak-
Majdur Raj.! In this Ram-Rajya, everybody would get equal opportu-
nitv and there would be no class-division. Bishnu Rabha. was of the



firm opinion that although India had got political freedom, it was yet to
get real freedom. For him, real freedom is not possible until and unless
the misery of the peasants and the workers are eliminated. It would be
possible when the peasants will enjoy the fruits of his or her labour,
when every labourer will be a shareholder of big factory. In other words,
real freedom will not come up until socialism is established.™

It is thereby apparent that Bishnu Rabha, felt the need of a
socialistic revolution as a counterattack against the oppression of the
poor by the native rulers and the Government of India. This extensive
exploitation was visualized by Rabha in his play ‘Sunamuwa Gaon’.
In this play, he with the help of a conversation between ‘Dukhi and
Jibon’,* drew a picture of miserable condition of post-independence
Indian society. Through their conversation, he attempts to persuade
the masses that without the destruction of capitalism and establish-
_ment of socialism, happiness of the people is not guaranteed. For that;
establishment of ‘Krishak-Bonua Panchayat’ is of utmost importance.’
Although Rabha always mentioned the term KBP as a means for the
emancipation of the downtrodden, but nowhere had he clearly de-
fined the term. He often used the term something synonymously with
Socialism. From his analysis on socialism, it can be assumed that
KBP is a society of the peasants and workers. Since, it is the peasants
and workers, who keep the society alive, therefore, Rabha believed
that they have a dominant position in the society. In Krishak-Bonua-
Panchayat, Rabha believed that peasant and workers would control
the government and the factories.'

It is clear that Rabha sought economic freedom along with
political, an economic freedom which would free the people from
economic exploitation. In addition, this freedom could only be
achieved through a revolution. For Rabha, a revolt can bring about a
total or drastic change. This change will take place gradually but it
will bring about a marked change in the society.”” The capitalist sys-
tem was responsible for the miserable condition of the poor.” In other
words, the law acts hand in glove with the capitalist to inflict more
sufferings on the already oppressed. Rabha believed that the bour-
geoisie class brought in exploitation at two levels- both economically
and culturally. In order to end such kind of exploitation, a socialistic
revolution is of utmost importance.'” We find Rabha urging for arevo-
Tation of such kind throuch his writines. He stzted that 2s long as

people do not break or destroy the state apparatus, which is controlled
by the rich, freedom or ‘Mukti’ would not be possible. It is only revo-
lution which could destroy capitalism and create new order i.e.
Krishak-Bonua Panchayatiraj.'®

It is seen that Bishnu Rabha through his artistic works tended
to create a revolutionary atmosphere. All the songs included in his
dance drama, ‘Mukti Deol’ are revolutionary in character. He exhorted
the peasants and the proletariat to be conscious and to march forward
through his songs. He writes: ,

: Bal Bal Bal Bal
Krishak Shakti Dal
O’ Banuwa Somoniya
Aaag Barhi Jau Bal.”
(Onward, you army of peasant power
Fore forward, you toiling comrades)
In another song, he urged the-oppressed class to be aware of
their condition.
Jaag Jaag Jaag Jaag
Majdur Na Juwan
Nirjyatrita Nipirita
Krishak Shaktiman.?
(Wake up, Young workers, suffering farmers,
_ You the mighty, wake up.)

He believed that the peasant and the proletariat constitute the
revolutionary class. Only through a joint endeavor can a revolution
be initiated. He exhorted the peasants and proletariat to fight against
the rich and to destroy the old institution or system held up by the
later. To usher in a new order, the old order needs to dismantle. This
old order is constituted by the rich and characterized by the perennial
exploitation of the peasants and labourers. Referring to the social sys-
tem of Assam, he mentioned that Assam Government had been ex-
ploiting the people by levying tax and harassing the people by the
police forces. But Rabha believed that such a decayed social process
couldn’t proceed for long. History has been witness to the fact when
oppression reaches the limits of human endurance there has always
been a revolution. For Rabha, such a revolution is possible only when
the people are made conscious about it. He tried to do the same by
infusing a revolutionary spirit among the masses through his writ-



ings. The uneasy silence of the people is only momentary and a vio-
lent struggle is not far off. In this context, he mentioned the revolu-
tionary activities that started in Howli, Dighali, Belshor, Beltola,
Sibsagar etc. He opined that suddenly the whole of Assam would be-
come revolutionary and the old system would no longer be there. The
old system will be replaced by a new one i.e. Socialist society.?!

He saw every possibility of revolution in Assam. He even held
the uprising of 1942 as part of a world historical revolution for the
emancipation of the poor. It is different from the revolution that oc-
curred in other parts of the globe as it took place in a non-violent
manner in place of armed struggle as a means .*> Bishnu Rabha, on
the other hand, believed in armed struggle. He, in fact, urged the poor
to destroy the authority of the rich through violent means. It is this
reason why he could not get involved in the movement led by Indian
National Congress. He preferred revolutionary or extremist activity
to non-violence. He always used to keep a gun with him; although
none was killed by him.? It was under the Marxist influence that he
took up arms to launch a battle against the landlords and Zamindars.
He himself admitted that Marxism brought stability or perfection to
his unstable life.?*

In order to realize his goal of creating a class less society he
joined politics. Being influenced by Marxist philosophy, he joined in
RCPI in 1945. The main aim of RCPI was to replace the bourgeoisie
rule of India by proletariat rule. Bishnu Rabha also shared this view.
Rabha, like RCPI believed that power should be transferred to the
peasants and labourers. Keeping this aim in mind, RCPI however,
launched an armed struggle in 1948. During this period of armed
struggle Jaunched by RCPI, Rabha went underground as the Con-
gress Government of Assam announced a reward of Rs. 10,000 on his
head-dead or alive. He remained underground from 1948 to 1951 and
this period was considered most valuable by Rabha as during this
time he wrote most of his revolutionary writings. Acting on the direc-
tion received from his party, he got involved in various activities to
organize his party. He traveled to remote places in Assam and per-
formed different cultural activities to awake the poor downtrodden
people.” It, in fact, was a part of his attempt to attain real freedom for
the masses.

But the decision of armed struggle taken up by RCPI later

proved to be wrong. It could not achieve success through its methods.
Most of the leaders held their principles as responsible for their fail-
ure and left RCPI to join in CPL.% In the meantime, Rabha was ar-
rested on 17 July 1952 in a village named Ghilaguri of Goalpara Dis-
trict.”” He too, in 1955, like his other comrades joined the CPI and
started believing in parliamentary democracy as a possible means to
attain his goal i.e. to create a new society.?® In 1967, he was elected to
Assam Legislative Assembly from Tezpur constituency. Although, he
was elected as an independent candidate, he kept good terms with the
members of the CPI within the floor of Assembly. The speeches he
delivered in Assam Legislative Assembly clearly reveal that his urge
for revolution was still in his mind.?

Thus, it appears that inspired by the ideas of Marx and Engels, Rabha
wanted to build an egalitarian society with equal rights and equal
share of wealth for every section of society. His concept of freedom,
as such, was not as narrow as the one held up by the Indian National
Congress. In order to ensure real freedom he believed in class struggle
and for this, he took up arms to launch a battle against the landlords
and zamindars. He considered that only the true tillers of the soil should
have right over the soil. He raised the slogan “The man who has plough
has the land” (Langal Jar Mati Taar’). Along with the gun, he took up

 the pen to wake up the people and to make them to come forward to

break the bondage of slavery and exploitation from the hands of the
rich. But it is unfortunate that he could not succeed in his goal be-
cause of the decision of violent struggle taken by the RCPI to which
initially he belonged. Therefore, his dream of an egalitarian society
remained unrealized.
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1.0.Introduction: >

Education is the illumination of human mind. It is the process
of generating ideas and incorporation of ideas in action. Education is
the key factor for human development with intellectual growth and
inspirational attitude. There are three types of education — formal,
informal and non-formal education. In formal education examination
occupies a vital position. Examination is the process which accesses
the quality of education, effectiveness of teaching and learning and
achievement of students. So examination may be defined a test of
knowledge acquired or ability. Examination is good servant as it helps
to evaluate the achievement of the students. The concept of examina-
tion and evaluation are not developed today. S. Narain (1993) ob-
serves that the process of examination began when the Vedas were
composed. In the long history of education, several reformations and
developments have been brought in examination and evaluation pro-
cess. Semester is a new innovation to improve the evaluation process
in undergraduate level. After implementation of the semester system
in Degree College or undergraduate level it has changed the total sce-
nario of existing academic and evaluation process. But the semester
system is not free from defects or short comings in comparison to
yearly system.
2.0.Semester System: concept, objectives and differences with
Annual system:

In education system evaluation or examination has a signifi-
cant position. The essence of evaluation is measurement and widely
prevalent and the most usual form which it takes, is that of examina-
tions. The word ‘examination’ is derived from the Latin word ‘Exa-



men’ which means the tongue of a balance and an examination there-
fore, signifies a systematic test of knowledge, skill or capacity car-
ried out by a fellow worker, by a teacher or by an alien person under
the authority of some public body. The University Grants Commis-
sion, India in its 11™ plan (2007-12) has stressed on speedy and sub-
stantive academic and administrative reforms in higher education for
promotion of quality and excellence. The action plan proposed by
UGC outlines the need to consider and adopt semester system, Choice
Based Credit System (CBCS) and flexibility in curriculum develop-
ment and examination reforms. In academic field semester divided
academic year into two parts. Division of the academic years also
implies that courses are designed to cover one semester (instead of a

year) and final examinations are held twice a year. The ‘Shorter En-

glish Dictionary” gives the meaning of the word semester-"A period
of term of six months, especially in German Universities and some
United States’ colleges, the college half year”. The word ‘Semester’
is a Latin word which means six month or six monthly academic
courses. According to Dr.Bharat Mehta, the secretary of All India Save
Education Committee about semester—"In the semester system, what

has been done in state is mere chopping the curriculum into two with-
out even giving it a second thought. What is to be noted that nowhere
the fee has been divided into two halves, rather it has increased in-

name of form fee, term fee, examination fee, degree certificate fee
and several other kinds of fee charged from the students.” The semes-

ter system was first implemented in German Universities and thereaf-
ter American Universities adopted this system. In India the Indian

Institute of Technology (IIT) applied this system for first time. At
present Australia, Brazil, Austria, Bangladesh, Canada, China, Den-
mark, France, Germany, Hongkong, Iland, Japan, South Korea, Ma-
laysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Pakistan, Portugal, Poland, South Af-
rica, Thailand, Turkey, Rumania, Russia, Singapore etc. 48 countries
implemented semester system to give education a new dimension.
Objectives:

Like other academic system semester system has some aims
and objectives. These are -

1)  To help in expansion of students’ attitude.

ii)  To help in increase of students’ self-reliance and respon-
sibility.

iii) Keep the students more active and give them chance to
earn more knowledge.

iv)  To introduce students with educational thoughts, model
and approaches of other countries.

v)  Keeping records about improvement, achievement and
learning process of students. :

vi) To help in providing education a new dimension.

vii) To help in keeping a mutual oo%mnm:oz between teacher
and student.

viii) To prepare the student for final exam an:mr sessional /*
unit test.

ix) To reduce the burden of curriculum of Annual system.
x)  To make the education of undergraduate and postgradu-
ate level more systematic, qualitative and useful.
These are some of aims and objectives of semester system.

This system has some differences in respect to annual system. These

are — :

i)  In annual system students have to study the curriculum
for a year. But in semester system students have to learn
the one year curriculum &S&bm into two six monthly
courses.

ii)  Inannual system wE&oEm have to appear in the m?& exam
at the end of the academic year. But in semester system
the students have to appear twice in final exam in a year.

iii) Universities have found lots of time for question paper
preparation to evaluation of answer scripts in annual
system. On the other hand, in semester system there is
shortage of time for whole evaluation process.

iv) In annual system students forget some course material
because they have to remember these for a long time,
i.e. one year. But in semester system students remember
most of the things because the term is only for six month.

v)  Teacher and student are not engaged all the time for their
teaching, learning and evaluation activities in annual



Vi)

vii)

" system. Because there is availability of time. But semes-

ter system has engaged both teacher and student in aca-
demic activities for whole period.

In annual system student get enough time to learn and
also for other constructive and creative activities. It helps
in total personality development of the students.On the
other hand, in semester system shortage of time creates
obstacles on the path of students overall development.
The annual system cannot properly help in the develop-
ment of students’ activeness, discipline, self-reli ance and
co-operation with teachers. But semester system has in-
fluenced a lot on development of students’ activeness,
good rapport with teachers and efficiency to perform
academic activities in well manner.

3.0. : Merits, demerits and problems regarding implementation of se-
mester system

A ‘Monograph on Semester System for Universities® (1948) lists the
following merits associated with semester system-

i)

v)

vi)

vii)

The quantities of content in various subjects would be
proportioned suitably into semesters.

This system helps students to achieve their objectives in
a better way.

Continuous assessment being an important component
of semester system encourages the students to work sys-

. tematically throughout the course.

In semester there is increased self-reliance on the part of
students in respect of schedule evaluation and wmn.ov
mance improvement. _
Continuous internal assessment with more emphasis on
abilities that are not vested by a semester examination
forms an integral part of the system.

Students have the opportunity to discuss their answers
in all accepted tools of internal evaluation. This adds to
reliability.

One of the components of internal assessment namely
periodical test prepare students continuously for the fi-

viii)

1X)

X)

nal exgmination thereby eliminating the fear of the un-
known.

Semester system does include improved methods of as-
sessing students performance in semester examination,
making increased use of objective type testing.

A question bank if made available will help in effective
implementation of semester system.

In semester system, there is increased rapport and rela-
tionship between teachers and students.

Beside these merits of semester system it has also some de-
merits or shortcomings. These are —

i)

vi)

vii)

viii)

ix)

Semester system increases the work load of teachers,
students and administrators.

It creates a difference in the work of teachers and ad-
ministrators.

Frequent conduct of examination creates lots of prob-
lems in semester system. Business in seminar, Group
Discussion also creates restlessness and dissatisfaction
among students.

‘Semester system cannot help the students to provide a

clear cut picture to go forward.

Tn semester system due to shortage of time teachers try

to complete the course in spite of providing vast knowl-
edge of the subject matter..

Unnecessary directions related to the evaluation, decla-
ration of result and carelessness about these also create
problems.

‘There is no chance for revision of course. w creates prob-
lems to the slow learners and average level students.

In semester system, the teaching and learning is mainly
syllabus oriented and target is to appear in the exam. So,
it does not help to provide real knowledge and make
them mechanical.

In semester system, there is no scope for earned creativ-
ity and realistic knowledge of life. It mZom importance
on bookish knowledge.



X)

There are several causes which creates problems related to

In the institution where student teacher ratio is very high, .

semester system creates obstacles to maintain quality
education.

the implementation of semester system. These are —

1)

Lack of proper planning and management in academic
and administrative field.

Lack of adequate teaching aids and other equipments.
Lack of sufficient trained teacher in the institution.
Burden of more fees on students.

Reduce of working days due to examination, admission
result declaration etc.

Lack of sufficient fund.

Lack of consciousness among teachers, administrators,
students and parents regarding semester system.

Delay in declaration of result.

Problems regarding organizing of seminar and group-dis-
cussions among students as part of internal assessment.
High rate of student-teacher ratio.

4.0. Suggestions for the success of semester system:

The success of semester system mainly depends on planning -

and responsible attitude of teacher, administrators, parents and stu-
dents. Some measures are as below-

i)
if)
i)

iv)

V)

vi)

Involvement of implementers in decision making and
exchanging views on various issues.

A consensus design of semester system must be evolved.
A proper training program for teachers in semester sys-
tem implementation is to be held.

Implications of adopting a semester on administrative
practices, record keeping procedures etc. must be stud-
ied and prepared for.

The success of semester system depends on balanced
student-teacher ratio. If the ratio is not maintained it cre-
ates problems to establish the standard in education.

A systematic ‘system evaluation’ must be instituted and
results should be reported to people concerned.

vii) Modification and improvements are to be effected based
on results of evaluation.

viii) The semester system must be transparent and informa-
tion must be passed onto teachers, students, parents and
administrators.

ix) Good infrastructure is another important aspect of suc-
cess of semester system, which is possible only through
adequate funding and planning.

x)  Use of innovative technology in classroom is another
component of success of semester system. It helps to
conduct seminar, group-discussion and provide quality
education to students.

5.0. Conclusion:

Semester system is a new innovation, introduced in the un-
dergraduate level. Somehow, it brings changes in earlier annual sys-
tem of education. It has some obstacles and shortcomings related with
academic, evaluative and administrative field. But, if the teachers,
administrators, students and parents work in a co-operative mood and
in a systematic manner then this semester system will be a grand suc-
cess in academic field of undergraduate level.

References:

1. Aggarwal, J.C.- Essentials of Examination system: Evaluation, Test
and Measurement: Vikash Publishing House Pvt. Ltd. Fourth re-
print 2005.

2. Chaliha, Saikia and Bora Saikia- Snatak Mahalar Sikshar
Samasamoik Dhara; Bidya Bhawan, Jorhat, 2012.

3. Dhiman,O.P.- Understanding Education: An overview of Education;
Kalpaz Publication, Delhi, 2008.

4. Sidhu, K.S.- New Approaches to Measurement and Evaluation; Ster-
ling Publishers, Pvt. Ltd, 2005.

5. Vaidyan, V.K.(2014) “A Critical Analysis of Credit-Semester Sys-

tem in India”, University News, 52(24)June 16-22,2014.



Role of NGOs in empowering the
women: A study on GOLD (Global
Organization for Life Development)

in Assam
Champha Wangsu

Research Scholar, Assam University, Silchar

Abstract:

The empowerment of women iscrucialto the process of devel-
opment of any community and society. Since time immemorial, women
have been facing a lot of problems and challenges due to socially
constructed, patriarchal oriented societal customs, traditions, norms
and values in society. Though, they constitute almost half of our popu-
lation in society, they are still being deprived of equal rights and free-
dom in socio-economic, political and cultural spheres as enjoyed by
the male counterpart. Moreover, there are some other problems and
issues like malnutrition, illiteracy, poverty, and trafficking, domestic
violence etc. have also been adversely affectedto them and keep them
far away of developmental purview in society. So, the empowerment

of women is most essential and vital for achieving and realizing over-

all development of any community and society. In this regard, many
stakeholders including N.G.O’s like GOLD (Global Organization for
Life Development) are also playing a significant role in empowering
the disadvantaged women section in Assam. The proposed study has
made attempt to highlight and identify the programs undertaken by
GOLD, to find out strategies followed by the GOLD and to under-
- stand the impact of the programsand projects launched by the organi-
zation at different point of times. The study is based on both primary
and secondary data. The secondary are collected from various sources
like books, magazines, annual report and newspapers. The primary
data are collected by using schedule interview method and also inter-
acting with the selected office bearers of the GOLD.

Key words: Women, empowerment, GOLD and Assam.

Introduction:

The empowerment of women ismost crucialto processof de-
velopment of any community and society. Since time immemorial,
women have been facing a lot of problems and challenges due to
socially constructed patriarchal otiented societal customs, traditions,
norms and values in society. Though, they constitute almost half of
our population in society, they are still being deprived ofequal rights
and freedom in socio-economic, political and cultural rights and free-
dom sphere as enjoyed by male counterpart.Moreover, there are some
other problems and issues like malnutrition, illiteracy, poverty, traf-
ficking and domestic violence etc. have also adversely affectedto them
and keep them far away of developmental purview in society. So,the
empowerment of women is most essential and vital for achieving and
realizing overall development of any community andsociety. In this
regard,all stakeholders including many NGOs like GOLD (Global
Organization for Life Development) are playing a very significant
rolein empowering the disadvantaged women in Assam.

It is observed that poverty also one of the major factors be-
hind the backwardness of women section in society. So, the GOLD
has also emphasized in ensuring economic empowerment of such
vulnerable women and girl children through initiation of some spe-
cial projects at different point of times. Till date, the GOLD has been
adopted more than fifteen (15) such projects keeping a view in em-
powering the disadvantaged women section. Under these projects
various vocational trainings and courses like screen printing, cutting,
beauty parlor and tailoring on weaving are provided as means of self
reliant in their lives. It is found that under these projects undertaken
by the GOLD, a considerable number of women and girl children are
rescued, rehabilitated and became self reliant in their lives. Thus, the
GOLD has been working with utmost sincerity and dedication for the
sake of empowerment of disadvantaged women and girls children in
society since its inception.

The concept of women empowerment:

- As discussed in preceding paragraph, the empowerment of
women is one of the most important dimensions to the process of
development of any nation and society. The empowerment of women



is multidimensional concept. It includes the entire gamut of socio-
economic, cultural and political elevation of women section in soci-
ety. Some important definitions of “women empowerment” given by
some scholars are mentioned below.

According to Sen andBatliwala “Empowerment is the process of en-
abling or authorizing individual to think, take action and control work
in an autonomous way. It is the process by which one can gain control
over one’s destiny and the circumstances of one’s lives. Empower-
ment includes control over resources (physical human, intellectual
and financial) and over ideology (belief, values and attributes).!

According to Human Development in South Asia “Women
empowerment is a change in the context of a women’s life which
enables her increased capacity for leading a fulfilling human life™.
The program of action of the international conference on population
and development stresses that the empowerment and autonomy of
women and improvement of their political, social, economical and
health status is both a highly important end in itself and necessary for

sustainable human development.®

Thus, it is true fact that the empowerment of women is most
essential aspect for achieving all round development of any nation.
So, the concept of developmental without considering the interest of
the disadvantaged women will bejust a high sounding phrase alone.
Objectives:

1. To identify the programs undertaken by the GOLD.

2. To find out strategies followed by the organization.

3. To study the impact of the programs and strategies launched by the
organization on vulnerable women and children. 7
Methodology: : :

The study is based on both primary and secondary data. The
secondary data are collected from various sources like books, jour-
nal, annual reports and newspapers. The primary data are collected
through using schedule interview method and interacting with selected
office bearers of the GOLD.

The aims and objectives of the GOLD:

Global Organization for Life Development (GOLD) was

formed in the year 1998 under the leadership of Dr. Rajeeb Kumar

Sharma (Present General Secretary of GOLD cum Joint director of
Health Service, Government of Assam) and some others such as Late
TulsiGovindaBaruah(the first president of GOLD), Dr.
AlokaGoswami(Presentpresident Of GOLD).The first and foremost
objective of the GOLD is to liberate women from all kind of socio-
economical bondage in society andprovide with some vocational train-
ing as means tomake them self reliant in their lives.

At present there aresixtyeight (68) full timestaff members of
GOLD. There are also two permanent doctors and one legal adviser of
the organization. There are only two sub branch of GOLD operating
in Assam and North-East India like one branch is in Namrup under
the Dibrugarh district of Assam and another one is inDarjeeling. The
organization has already adopted many coveted projects and programs
and some projects are still in ongoing process which targeted to cope
with the problems and issues like trafficking, prostitution, domestic
violence, healthcare, family counseling etc.

Some important Programs undertaken by the GOLD:

GOLD has adopted some specific projects and programs that
related to the empowerment vulnerable of women and gitls of soci-
ety. These are as mentioned below. :
Swadhar Shelter home:

This project has been started since 2005 with support by the
ministry of Women and Child development, Government of India.
The prime purpose of this project is to provide secured shelter to the
women from disadvantageous situations who lack social and economic
support and make them self reliant in their lives. At present there are
two shelter home located at Bahbari and Pubsarania with fifty intake
capacity of residents each. At present there are 10 (ten) looms and
seven (7) sewing machines for vocational training. The residents are
offered various vocational courses like training on cutting, tailoring
on weaving, beauty parlor, screen printing etc. During 2013-14 ses-
sion of the year, total 127 (one hundred and twenty seven) women
and children were admitted for shelter and provided with counseling,
medical care and vocational training. Moreover 124 (one hundred
and twenty four) residents were rehabilitated and 7 children were ad-
mitted into school. |



Ujjawala:

This project is adopted in 2009 and it is still in ongoing pro-
cess. It has chiefly aimed at combating the issue of human trafficking
for commercial sexual exploitation in Assam. Under this project more
than 100 (hundred) above women and girls are rescued from such
bondage and admitted into the shelter and provided with various vo-
cational training during 2013-14. Recently 5 (five) rescue operations
were facilitated and 7 (seven) survivors were rescued from the place
of exploitation. 71 (seventy one) survivors are referred by different
police station of the districts and out of 71 survivors 11 (eleven) sur-
vivors are rescued outside the state.

Targeted intervention project on HIV/AIDS for injecting drugs
users:

This is ongoing project since April 2006. This project has iden-
tified as a “Learning site” under Global Fund Round-9 and has been
centre for learning for Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya.
Under the project 816 drug users are indentified and 17 hot sites are
selected as intervention sites. 1178 L.D.Us (Injecting Drugs Users)
are also supplied and they were counseled and 16 of them are treated
in abscess management, 35 LD.Us(Injecting Drugs Users) and their
partners are treated for sexually transmitted disease and adequate
medical treatment has been provided to them.

Learning Site (Project HIFAZAT):

The main aim of this project is to enhance the capacity of peer
educators and outreach workers of different L.D.U-TI project of Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya. The project is being implemented
under Global Fund Round -9 HIV IDU grant. The activity of learning
site under project Hifazat is dividing into two phases asPhase-1 pro-
vide the training like induction training for peer educators, induction
training for outreach workers and supportive supervision. The grant
on phase -1 is already completed. The activity of learning site under
project Hifazat in phase -2 has been started since 2012 are as induc-
tion training for peer educators, induction training for outreach work-
ers, refresher training for peer educators. Resident training program
for all peer educators and outreach workers and practical and expo-
sure Visit etc. are given.

Family Counseling:

The GOLD has been registered as one of the service provider
under domestic violence act, 2005 for the Kamrup district. The Fam-
ily Counseling Centre (FCC) encompass some target group like old
neglected parents, families having patient with terminal illness or
dementia, alcohol or drug abusing problems, trafficked survivors, those
who suffered from marital discord and counseling are given to them
by experienced and trained counselor. During this year five persons
reported FCC (Family Counseling Centre) and counseled. One per-
son was providing with legal aid, three were given shelter.
Prevention of Violence against Women:

GOLD is registered under domestic violence act, 2005 and
offering service towards women who are victims of various domestic
and other form of atrocities. It has drawn legal proceeding in five
cases of domestic violence. During last year six village level aware-
ness meetings are conducted and six vigilance committees are consti-
tuted.

Vocational Training for Inmates of SWADHAR and UJJALA:

This also another project initiated under the aegis of GOLD
aiming to provide vocational training to the victimized women and
girls as deem fit by the organization. The training was given in four
batches consisting of thirty participants in each batch and offers them
the curriculum of Beautician, Screen printing etc.

Care and Protection of Street Children:

This projecthas been continued since 2004 which aiming at
promoting the status of health and prevention of HIV/AIDS among
the street children. During last year more than 300 (three hundreds)
street children are covered under this project and they are counseled -
by NGO’s doctors for drug de-addiction, medicine for de-worming
are also given. ;

Platform for School at Guwahati Railway Station:

A platform school has been started as a pilot project. The youth
wing of GOLD was instrument for this project. 65 children benefited
during this year. But in later, the project has been stopped for some
technical problems.



Health Camp and Malaria Awareness Campaign:

The GOLD has launched a number of health camp and wom,:.r
care awareness programs from time to time. ,._,E date, under this
mnrmEommﬁSwamﬁ_% 1000 (one thousand) pafients are ﬁ_omﬁa and
distributed free medicineand laboratory investigations for blood sugar
are also done for all older patients attended in the ro&_& camps dur-
ing this year.

Result and findings: | 2

The GOLD has been adopted above mentioned programs in
different point of times for the empowerment of women and mobi-
lized for raising voice against violence and trafficking of women and
girls children. Till date, the GOLD has rescued more than 1 moo women
and girl children from trafficking and EaEmEm ooBEo._.o.H& mowEm_
activities and provided them with various vocational training with a
view to self reliant in society.Community awareness, home investi-
gations are also conducted and the survivors are restored home and
rehabilitated. During 2013-14, home investigations were conducted
for 37 survivors and 108 survivors were restored home.

The organizationhas often organized Eo%m:.ovm msm held ad-
vocacy meetings with law enforcing bodies, lawyers, journalists, NGO
representatives, local elite etc. witha view to .oEH&o an awareness on
the legal and social aspects of sexual exploitation, trafficking, do-
mestic violence and also the constitutional safeguards and welfare
oriented plans and scheme for women adopted g .Eo .mocan:una.

Street plays, street corners meetings, sensitization io%m:ovm
are also organized to sensitize grassroots NGO’s, media and govern-
ment agencies different issues and problems of women and girls in
i The banners and hoardings are also distributed and &%_.m%aa
in some public places like courts premise, railways m_Ea bus terminals
as means of awareness on several women and girls related issues and
problems in society. The organization also ﬁc__ummvon_” one yearly maga-

Zine entitled “News Latter’ covering various issues and challenges

and empowerment of women. : o Pt
Under the various projects and programs vocational trainings,

counseling, health care etc. are provided to the residents and survi-

vors in the drop in centre of GOLD and most of them were largely
benefited by it.

The GOLD establishes link with civil and police administra-
tion, Guwahati Medical College, social welfare department, Assam
Human Rights Commission, Trade Union, women organizations and
NGOs at local, national and international levelwhich has assisted them
in proper implementation and working of the organization.

The organization rises their fund aid from different sources
like voluntary donation by some government employees, business-
men, social activists and from trade union, project wise fund in aid
from different department like Women and Child development de-
partment of Assam, Central Social Welfare Board, movmﬁﬁﬂz of So-
cial Welfare, Government of Assam, Assam AIDS (Acquired
ImmuneDeficiency Syndrome) Control Society, Global Fund Round-
9, ApoloTyre Foundation (AYF), Trade Union etc.

Recently the GOLD has also offered police trainings on traf-
ficking, drug abuse and domestic violence which have enabled organi-
zation to work with more effectively with the help of other counterpart.

The workshops and various strategic workshops are success-
ful that has able to strengthen the staff assessment capacity.

Thus, the GOLD has been playing a vital role for empower-
ment of such disadvantaged women section in Assam. GOLD’s above
mentioned programs and projects has greatly helped in liberating the
vulnerable women from different sufferings and disadvantageous situ-
ation. The projects initiated by the GOLD at different point of times
have also largely impacted in society especially in terms of creating
awareness, realizing and understanding the value of human rights.

The financial base is the main thing for effective running of
any organizations and most of the organizations often faced financial
crisis to implement successfully the programs they adopted. GOLD
also no exception to it, since its inception though GOLD has been
launched a number of coveted projects and successfully conducted.

However, to the some extent, the organization has been faced the vari-
ous problems and challenges especially financial problems. The presi-
dent of the GOLD has argued that the organization has initiated some
projects which are ongoing but no fund has been sanctioned by the



central and state government of Assam. Secondly, lack of dedicated

workers is also another major problemof GOLD.

Here some suggestions are also made with keeping a view to
strengthening the organization and for feasible solution of <m&o¢w
problems and grievances faced by the vulnerable women section 1n
society. _

»  The government must pay attention to the problems and griev-
ances faced by the women section in society. The government
should initiate specific plans and schemes for the empowerment
of such disadvantaged women section and encourage the NGOs
with providing financial assistance for proper implementation
of various programs and projects launched by the NGOs from
time to time as per social need and demand.

»  The activists of GOLD are also need to work with utmost sin-

cerity and dedication for the sake of greater community devel-

opment through their organization. The activistsare needed to
impart with proper trainings.

The GOLD should focus on some other issues and problems

faced by the women section in society such as with hunting,

dowry death and girl child laboretc. which has largely aggra-
vated the condition of women and girls children inpresent time

in society. - 154

% The GOLD has formed its sub-branches in some parts of Assam
and North-Easter states, but these are not working too effec-
tively. So, the leaders of GOLD should take steps to immediate
steps in revamping and active functioning of these paralyzed

* yub-branches of the GOLD situated in different parts of Assam

_ and North-Eastern states. \

$  Ttis seen that the working of the organization is confined only in
some particular areas and regions. So, with a view to strengthen
and expansion the network of the organization, the GOLD is
required to form its sub-branch in each and every cornerof the
Assam which will help in widespreadandeffective functioning
of the organization in tackling the several issues and problems
faced by the disadvantaged women and girl children in society.

Yf’

»  Financial crisis is one of the major problems of any organiza-
tion. To overcome this problemlike some other NGOs and orga-
nizations, the GOLD can also earn their requisite fund from vari-
ous sources like productive activities, memberships, mass col-
lection etc.

»  To get succeed and effective functioning or proper implementa-
tion of the various programs and projects undertaken by the or-
ganization (GOLD), there is need of mass consciousness and
active cooperation and assistance from the all stakeholders in-
cluding government agencies, other NGOs, local clubs, students
wings, women’s organizations, pressure groups etc.

Conclusion:

From above discussion we can come to know that the GOLD
has been playing a vital role for empowerment of disadvantaged
women in Assam. The present General Secretary of GOLD Dr. Rajeeb
Kumar Sharma have also revealed that the GOLD also soughtto
launchone project in Indo-Bangladesh border area with a view to com-
bating the issue of trafficking of women and children for sexual com-
mercial purposes. Secondly the organization has applied ministry of
Information and Broadcasting for a community Radio Station which
will be managed by the community and will work for the overall im-
provement of the country. Thirdly State Training Research Centre will
be set up soon which will enhance the capacity all TI staff to work
effectively against transmission of HIV/AIDS and care and support
to the people living with HIV/AIDS. The GOLD has also sought to
work in the years ahead for containment of Tuberculosis infection in
Kamrup district of Assam. The GOLD has also planned to work on
the issue of human rights and conflict resolution in the region.

Last but not least, it can be said that though facing many prob-
lems and challengesby the GOLD while addressing the problems and
grievances of such vulnerable section, the activists of GOLD has not
compromised to it andstill being working with most sincerity and
dedicatedly in implementations of various women welfare oriented
projects and programs undertaken by the organization. It can be ex-
pected that the organization will work and participate with



morecommitted perspective to the empowerment of women in our
society.
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An Unavoidable Issue
Priyanki Sharma

Assistant Professor,
Deptt of Zoology

Females perform various roles in our family as well as in
society. They act asGrand mother, mother , daughter, sister, wife etc
and in our society they also carryout heavy duties like nursing, teach-
ing in schools and colleges ,working in offices and many more and
sometimes she plays the role of a leader, above all these ,female is a
home maker, which is the most important task. For all these she has
to be fit and healthy.Women health should be taken very seriously
because this gender acts as social determinant of health.An un-
healthy women can never have ahealthy child moreover the health of
afamily depends on the health of mother and social health also de-
pendent on the same factor. Female health is primarily dependent on
her reproductive health.Every women carries a complex system -with
two ovaries ,an uterus and a complex repertoire of hormones which
not only regulate her reproductive and other physical characters but
also have an impact on her behavior and emotion.People usually say
that female get maturity earlier than male and it may be true to a some
extent as development of many reproductive structures and second-
ary sexual characteristics start earlier in female than male. Interest-
ingly in female development of future egg called primary oocytes starts
before her birth in her embryonic stage.Some follicles carry these
oocytes and just after birth these oocytes does not undergo further
development and remain as upto puberty. As soon as puberty attained
,at each month one oocyte develop into ovum from one of the two
ovaries and come out of the ovary to oviduct for fertilization by sperm
and for development of a foetus(baby inside mother) which finally
remain for 9 months in the uterus.

A female has to suffer from various reproductive health prob-
lems. Every month endometrium of uterus losses a amount of blood
due to rupturing of blood vessels.Due to this a female goes through a



difficult stage of stress and physical discomfort.It is even difficult for
few to do heavy works. This discomfort further increases when Em
girl suffer from various ailments like m%mamgoﬁroﬁﬁmdoﬁg.m_m
etc.A female needs nutritional food in those days including
vitamin,mineral rich food. Various common reproductive system prob-
lems in female s are-

Cyst in ovary:

Sometimes fluid filled sac are developed in female ovary. In
few cases cyst can be developed from ovarian follicle itself or from
corpus luteum.(ruptured ovarian follicle after expelling ovum trans-
form into corpus luteum a structure which can produce female sex
hormones). There may be several types of cyst but whatever the rea-
son treatment is very essential as it may cause several complications
like delayed menstruation,pain in lower back,pelvic pain before and
during menstruation. Sometimes it may be so complicated ?mﬂ fe-
male may be unable to get pregnant. If the number of cyst is large
then it is called polycystic ovarian syndrome (POS).

Now a days this is a very common reason of infertility in young
married women. But this problem can also be tackled with advanced
medications. As soon as the problem is detected it should be treated.
Dysmenorrhea:

A very common problem of teenage girls is menstrual cramps
or painfullmens in medical science its called dysmenorrhea. ,.Ezm pain
may start just after puberty and occur in every month during men-
struation. In some cases it begins many years after starting
menses.According to old belief this pain is transferred from one girl
to an another during menstruation if they share common cloths or
bed. This is although not proved but just a belief. But this pain be-
come less painfull as a women ages and may stop entirely after the
women has her first child.Our grandmother advised us to follow some
indigenous ways to mitigate our pain like taking Tulsi r.wmm
extract,droon leaf extract etc. Some ayurvedic medicines like
Ashokarishtais also found good for this.

Menorrhagia: _

Also known as hematomunia is abnormally heavy and men-

strual period at regular intervals. It can be caused due to abnormal blood

clotting, disruption of normal hormonal regulation of periods etc.

Besides these a female may experience other problems like
Pelvic inflammatorydisease, polymenorrhea (short cycle less than
21 days), endometrosis, endometrial cancer etc. Prolong use of
contraceptive pills may be an one of the reason for these problems in
case of married women.Hormonal imbalances may lead to obesity,
bone thinning, pre aging, skin problems and may develop sometime
emotional instability.

Uterine tumor is an another problem which should be treated
very soon. It requires surgery. InmSomecases it may becomes cancer-
ous even leading to death. Adenomyosis is an another problem which-
may lead to dysmenorrheal or menorrhagia.PID (pelvic Inflamma-
tory Disease) is an another very common diseases in case of mothers,It
is a infection of female reproductive organs and is sexually transmit-
ted disease which can lead to irreversible damage to uterus, ovary,
fallopian tube etc.Its not easy to explain all the female health prob-
lems in this article. Many complications are associated with repro-
ductive health of a female. To keep away all these problems a female
has to be verycarefull about her health. A women should maintain a
balanced diet as she needs greater amount of calcium, iron than man.
Whenever any such complication arises those described above they
have to approach a proper doctor without delay as in many families
women are so busy in home making that they do not care about her
own health. Other members of their family should also be sensible
for her health. Now adays many death occurs due to uterine and breast
cancer.Cases of infertility is also increasing.Female should be given
special attention to her health after menopause as many female hor-
mones stop secretion and this may create many problems like
artiritis,osteoporosis,hair loss etc. Above discussion is sufficient to
realize that a female body should be strong enough to bear all these.
The health problems described above are only few very common prob-
lems of our young ladies but there are hundreds of such problems,
this gender is facing. To tackle with such problems all we need is
fruitful advices and friendly support from our family members and
people around us.
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| The Growth of Tourism
* Industry in India & Its impact on

Indian Economy

Dolly Chutia
Lecturer, Deptt. Of History

The Tourism Industry has increasingly come to berecognized
as an important economic force. The effect of which can ?.E.m both
prosperity and adversity to a country. Now, at present days the impor-
tance of tourism industry is increasing. The eagerness for the tour 1s
highly increasing among the tourist. So that it gives a ?&?._ results
to the economy of a country. Though tourism is an ancient idea but
organised tourism is now a major industry all over the world. At ﬁ.wmmﬁ
depending upon the tourism industry many national economies are

~ heavily reliant.

Along with the other countries, India is also one of the coun-
try which enormously get help to the Indian economy from the site of
Indian Tourism Industry. Now, currently India is the third largest for-
eign exchange earner in tourism industry. The growing of this indus-
try in India is now highly influence the economy of our country. If we
critically examine the effect of tourism industry towards our economy,
then we see that a very positive results towards Indian economy 18

getting from this industry. As depending upon this industry the na--

tional income is also increasing thus it donating a lot to the economy
of our country. Tourism industry is now recognized as a global instru-
ment in reducing of poverty and acts as a source of income. As this
industry employs a large number of people and provides a wide range
of jobs extending from the unskilled to the highly specialised EEW.Q.
This industry has also the potential for creating employment outside

the industries and this respect all agencies which supplies goods and

services, as for example those which are engaged in ?meium _m.:a
equipping hotel, the souvenir industries, are all equally beneficiaries
from the growth of this respective industry. As the income generated

through various sections at our economy, it produces a multiplier ef-
fect. Also within our country domestic tourism contribute a lot to an
improved balance of the national income. It is also to be noted that,
depending upon tourism industry, the products of our cottage indus-
try get a position in international market. Thus it is also one of the
mentionable results towards Indian economy.
Along with this, in India, the media, transportation system

are also benefitted a lot by depending somehow upon the tourism
industry of India.So that, it is generated to develop our economy di-
rectly or indirectly. Also if we examine the Indian economic position,
then we see that the major economic benefit in promoting tourism is
seen in the earning of foreign exchange, which adds to the national
income of our country. Among all of these the tourism Industry of
India also contributes to tax revenue both directly through sales taxes
and indirectly through property, profits and income taxes. Tourism in
developing economies, like in India is a labour intensive activity of-
fering small-scale opportunities. Tourism industry holds tremendous

potential for creating jobs not only for skilled and trained manpower
but also for unskilled and uneducated populations and indegenious

communities. Therefore, tourism can provide a tremendous boost to

rural economic growth also.Thus, tourism industry of India leads to a

better equilibrium to general economic growth of our country. There-

fore the tourism industry of India acts as a trusted source to develop
the economy of our country. So, the importance must be emphasised
for the further development of the tourism industry of India. Then,

soon there will be a scope for better thinking about the developed
Indian economy in further days.
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