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THE LIMITATIONS OF INDIAN
NATIONALIST HISTORIOGRAPHY

. & Lindy Goodwin
Asstt. Professor
Sonari College

Orientalist and British Imperialist writings on Indian
history are considered to be the first scientific historical
writings of India. Indeed Indian history owes much to these
writings but it also must be remembered that these writers.
had an underlying imperialist motive. Hence it was seen that

little interest was shown for Indian life and cuituge and;-;__‘_..-‘ '

economic issues were only treated in so far as they had -
political application. Such works were confined mostly to the
British period and were concerned mainly with British
activities.' So the beginning of actua! modern Indian
historiography can be said to have begun with the writings
of the Indian nationalist historians.

The phrase nationalist historians were first used by
R.C. Majumdar, to denote those historians of india whose -
writings had nationalist bias, especially during the period of
colonial occupation. The nationalist historiography helped for
unearthing of wide range of sources and re examination of
all the available sources. In the course of time it received new
impetus from the country wide agitation for political freedom
and it slowly became a part of the movement itself.
R,G.Bhandarkar, H.C,Raychoudhary, J.N.Sarkar, G.S.Sardesai,
S.KrishnaSwami Ayyangar, Lala Lajpath Rai, C.F.Andrews,
Pattabhi Sittaramayya, Girija Mukharjee etc were important
nationalist writers. The trained or academic historians also
followed this style of writing in the post independent era,
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they were BiR Nanta, Tarachand, Anjales Tripathi, Bishweshar
Prasad-etc: Most-of this;histerfans connected history as
expianatiomst and propagandist. They inspired’ ‘the people
of India and awakened the sélf tonfidence and natiopat pride
among the mass which strengthened the national movement.
These indian historians began their writings of Indian History
amid the rise of the nationalist movement in the ‘mid
nineteenth century. Indian nationalist historiography had
certain similar elements with.the nationalist historiography
of China and. also of modern Europe. This type of

hlstorlogmphywas hlghiy poiltimzed often substantlatlng and

supporting the natlgnahst movement as a means of
independence from oppressive. Western rule Jawaharlal
Nehru's The Discovery of India was such an example of
rewritingof Indian history from a nationalist perspective. Also
like:in-modern:Europe, China-or in Japan. the.concepts.of
‘wation' and 'civilization' were frequently.used in the hope of
rebuilding.a nation free of foreign rule. Indian nationalist
historiography ‘also adopted a teleological approach of
studymg the past' with:the present’in-mind.* After an initial
phase of mfatuat:on’wth the west‘ the educated indtans felt

te: vmdlcate thelr CU|‘£l{l‘ﬁ»ff0fﬁ the unfounded chérges end
prejudices:of the European writers. The nat:pnalist writers
ofteni tried to glorify India's past and-put forward the idea

that it wds'only aftér thé toming of the Muslims.and later '

$he British ¥ India that Indfan society, dulture and'economy
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witnessed..a downfall. So aspects like India's ancient
civilization, government. svstem military achlevements ete
were hlghhghted in their writings. Indian, historians tried to.
prove the faisuty of colomal hlstoncalnarratwe on the basis
of analysis: of. existing. htstoncal sources, as. aiso the hunt for
fresh sources,-Of course, they also were roved by.a. feehng
of hurt natlona! pride. For decades, their work was confined
to ancient and medieval perlods The professnonal historians
did not take up the. modermn penod though as we shall see,
the economists dld basu:ally because oftwo reasons (a) most
of them were 186 working in government or government-
controlled. schools and colleges, there was. fear that any
critique of colomallsm would aﬁect thelr careers (b} they
accepted the contemporary British hbmracal view that
scientific history must not deal. wzth recent or contempora ry
period. Historians like K. Playaswa] R.C.Dutt etc spake of the
Indian state as a.non- despot;c weirare ;tate They also tried
to present the view that the mfiueﬂce of the caste system
was notthat strong in.indian society and it never had a divisive
effect on the people. indian nationalist historians tried to
popularize the concept thut the institutions which were
considered to have originated in the West had aiso existed in
the past in India. For eg. K:PJayaswal in his Hindu Polity,
published in 1915, he argued: that the ancient indian pehtsw&
system. was. either. republican of that of. constitutionat
monarchy. He:said, ' The constitutional progres,s made by the
Hindus has probably notbeen equa!ed muah !ess surpacsed
by.any pohtyief aptiquity.” f_l'h;s was to counter the Furcpean
view that:Greece was the home, of demecracy) R. €.
Majumdar, wrote in his Corporate ufe in Ancient. !na’:a that
institutions. 'which we are agoustomed 10, Iook upon as m‘
western growth had also. ﬁaunsheﬁ inindia long ago.’ T hus
interestingly, the value structure. of the west was accs pted it
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is not ancient Indian political institutions which were declared
to be, on the whole, greater, but western institutions which
were accepted as greater and then found to have existed in
ancient India. Basically, the nationalist approach was to assert
that anything. that was politically positive in the West had
already e)(l!sted in India.”

" Undoubtedly Nationalist historiography played a very
important part in instilling the feeling of dignity, pride, unity
and nationalist sentiment in the minds of the Indians. This

-provided an undeniable impetus to the freedom struggle in
India. Nationalist historians did, however, set up a high
_tradition of scholarship. They based their writings on hard

- research and commitment to truth as they saw it. They

carefully and meticulously footnoted ali their statements.
Consequently, their writing was very often empirically sound.
“indian Nationalist historiography also led to the writing of
regional histories and to the writing of social and economic
“history of India. in spite of all these contributiens Nationalist
Historiography suffers from certain iimitations.

One of the greatest limitations of Nationalist
Historiography is that it has been dominated by elitism. In
his essay, 'On Some Aspects of Historiography of Colonial
India’, Ranajit Guha states that like neo-colonialist
historiography, neo nationalist historiography is prejudiced
to the elite class portraying them as predominant heroes who
brought about the nationalist consciousness in an otherwise
subdued India. The Indian elite groups are elite personalities,
institutions, activities and ideas. It seems correct, for, the
Indian neo-nationalist history credits the whoie of the struggle
for Independence as an act performed by a greup of elitist
lawyers such as Gandhi, Nehru, Ram Mohan Roy, Tilak,
Gokhale, Patel, Rajagopalachari and others.” Due to such an
approach the contribution and role of the mass of common
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people was largely ignored and hence provaded a partial
representation of history.

Nationalist hlstonography also tends to deviate from
the ideal of objectivity which is required to achieve true
history. This stems from the problem of imparting a
teleological purpose to history i.e trying to use history to
define the present. So same historians tended to over hype
or totally ignore certain incidents which octurred in history.
For instance Dr. Tara Chand chose to completely ignore the
role of Bhagat Singh and others {the revolutionary movement
as a whole) as he may have considered it to throw bad light
on India or to undermine the role of Gandhi, the indian’
Nationalist Congress and other elitists in the Indian freedom
struggle. Historians like K.P.Jayaswal on the other hand
imparted new interpretations to ancient inscriptions and
literary texts. He is said to have put over emphasis on the
passages and texts in order to support his case.”

As a reaction to imperialist historiography and in an
attempt to glorify India's past, nationalist historians made
claims which were exaggerated and chauvinistic in nature.
Emotion and sentiment usurped the place of reason and
balance, objectivity and perspective which are prerequisites
of true history were lost in the process. Romila Thapar says,
'There was an unashamed glorification of india's ancient past.
This glorious past was-a compensation for the humiliating
present.' The deep conviction in India's glorious past
sometimes led historians to stretch their arguments to an .
obnoxious and ridiculous extent.” _ :

One of the most serious limitations of nationalist
historiography in India was its communal concepts and the
creation of the ideology of Hindutva. The idea of a glorious
past prior to the coming of the Muslims and the British,
writing of local histories of the Sikhs, Rajputs and Marathas
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where clashes with and victories against the Mughals were

glorified are characteristics of Nationalist historiography. The

well-known historian R. C. Majumdar was of the view that
the entire period from c. 1200 onwards was one of foreign
rule; Muslims were alien to Indian (Hindu) culture; the Hindus,
oppressed and humiliated, wished nothing better than to
slaughter "the Mlechhas" {Muslims); the British regime was
a successor more civilised than "Muslim rule"; yet real

opposition to the British came from Hindus, not Muslims,

even in 1857; and, finally, the national movement's course
was throughout distorted by concessions made to Muslims
by Gandhiji, who was so much personally to blame for
Partition. This view runs like a red thread in the volumes of
History and Culture of the Indian People (first volume issued
1951), published by the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan with financial
assistance from the Government of India, and edited by R. C.
Majumdar. ajumdar went on to author texts on the Rebellion
of 1857 and the freedom movement in which the same stance
was firmly maintained.*

It can be concluded that national history has
contributed immensely to increasing the scope of Indian
history and has led to unearthing of a vast array of sources
which can be used to reconstruct india's past accurately.
However Indian nationalist historiography suffers some
limitations in terms of perspective, methodology and
assumptions. This has led to this kind of history having to
face criticism. So a scholar of history must be careful and free
from bias when following this trend of history in order to
acquire objective and true history.
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ROLE OF FEMALE PERSON IN
VIOLENCE AND CONFLICTS:
- ANETHICAL OUTLOOK

& Dr. Bimal Chandra Gegoi
. Principal, Son_ari_College

Perhaps, women are the most beautiful human beings
of the Universe that has ever been created by the Absolute
G'qcl. They are the symbols of creation. No one can imagine a
universe, which is devoid of women. A world without women
is a world without création, a garden without flower, a river
without water. ' '

While we use the word women we mean an adult.
human being and therefore, let us use the word "female person”
for "Women", which seems to be more appropriate than the
later.

By nature, Female persons are non-violent and they
seem to keep themselves far from violence and conflicts. But
they often became the victims of violence and conflicts. For
example: In rape cases, they have to face with social boycott
!:ogether with mental and physical injury, in terrorist's violence
if a female person lost her husband she has to live a life of
misery and painful widowhood; and so on. Yet it would be
injustice if we ignore the presence of violence and conflicts
even among the female persons. Being human female-persons
are also acquiring its nature and sometimes they also become

violent and comes into conflict with others. When male-persons
can take part in violence, female-persons cannot keep
tl?emselves behind. Here it is to be noted that violence is
violence, it should not be categorized according to gender.

Now let us give a look towards the meaning of the
word 'violence'. The Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary
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reads:
1. a) Violent behavior intended to hurt or kill.

b) Very strong felling that is not controlled: views

expressed with some violence. -
2. Very strong physical force: the violence of storm. The
meaning of the word 'violence' shows that it is always
destructive and goes in the way of violence is legally
punishable. Here the question of male-or female does not arise.

According to M.K. Gandhi, to injure physically is not
the only criteria of violence; to think to injure others physically
or mentally, to hurt others or to think about hurting others is
violence. If we accept this criterion of violence we must accept
that female persons are also taking part in violence. In the
history of our civilization we observe a number of cases where
female persons became violence and had taken part in conflicts.
Even today we after observe in the daily news the cases of
women violence, female persons joining in the violent terrorist
groups, murdering people and so on.

Tt is to be noted that while saying about female persons
we are not comparing it with male persons. It is already
mentioned that female persons are also human beings and they
have emotions and passions, which a male person have. Our
purpose here is to disclose the fact that female persons are not
absent from violence and conflicts. .

To clarify the meaning of "conflict" the Oxford

Dictionary reads:
1. a) a serious disagreement; an argument,
b) a struggle; a fight.
2. a serious deference of opinions, wishes etc.

. From the meaning of ‘conflicts’ it is clear that a serious
conflict may lead to the act of violence. Disagreement of
difference of opinions may be present among us but a serious
disagreement of difference of opinions may be cause of
violence and therefore, it should be avoided.

It is time when we, the human beings, are claiming
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that we have become civilized and discovered super computers
together with highest scientific development. But we cannot

- deny the existence of violence and conflicts, which are-

destroying ourselves. Some of us are using violence as means

to attain liberation and some of us are using v1olence to keep
soclal status intact and so on.

~ But the question is "whether violence in any way is
ethically permissible?" The act of violence by no means is
ethically permissible. Violence and conflicts are the laws of
brute. Our ethics permits only the actions, which are good only
good actions, are morally permissible. Violence is always
destructive and it destroys the beauty of humanity. Nowadays
various national and international organizations are taking care
to denounce violence and conflicts. Human Rights commission
is one of the organizations, which tries to reduce violence and

conflicts by means of law. But the most important fact is that

we have to change the psychology of human beings and

perceive an ethical revolution that would be able to make us -

realize that violence should be avoided.

- It 1s a fact that human beings are more selfish while
compared to other beings in the world. For, we use to permit
violence against other beings of the universe and we use to
cry when the same is applied against us. It is immoral to think
about us and ignore others. We become sensitive when a man

or women is injured or killed but we do not become equally -

sensitive when a street-dog is injured or killed. It is the time to
think about all beings of the universe. It is our moral duty.

. Now let us see what role a female person may perform
in violence and conflicts. Nobody would deny that female

persons might perform vital role in reducing violence and -

conflicts. Fore, female persons are the mothers of human

persons including male and females and they get their moral

education basically from their mothers. Being a mother, a
female person can educate their children about the moral and
ethical valucs in the childhood. This basic moral education
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would surely help in shaping a child's behavior in his or her
life. Secondly, it is said that more than ninety percent husbands
act according to his wife's advice. It means that a female person
can advice her husband to avoid violence and conflicts. Thirdly,
a sister or aunt sometimes becomes the most influential person
for a brother or nephéw, In that case she imay influence him to
act morally permissible acts and to avoid violence and conflicts.

Moreover, a female person is regarded as the founder
of education, cultivation and civilization. Human civilization
cannot develop without female persons. But many female
persons are busy in claiming equal rights and opportunities in
the name of feminism without performing their duties thereby.
Some of them do not even hesitate to apply violence against
her fellow female persons.

- After a great period of development in human
civilization we are not in a position to realize our destructive
qualities viz. violence, conflicts etc. Then, can we claim that
we are the highest creation of the universe? Hence, let us realize
ourselves and perform morally good actions avoiding violence
and conflicts and make the universe a heaven!
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